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What Should I Say?  
(Talking About Jesus in Everyday Conversations)  

“Part 1: Talk About God” 
Acts 13:13-43; 17:16-34 

~ Delivered at Central Baptist Church on January 7, 2018 by Pastor Barton Priebe 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 1) Please open your Bibles to Acts 13.  Today we are beginning a new four part 

series.  It is based on the fact that Jesus commanded his people to go and speak the gospel, or 

good news, to the entire world.  Christians are to engage in spiritual conversations with 
people and tell them the good news about Jesus. 

o Yet many Christians struggle with this.  When it comes down to it we are not sure what 

to say.  The purpose of this series is to equip you to have spiritual conversations with 

people.  More specifically, the goal is to answer the question, “What is the gospel?” or 

“what is the good news?”   
 So if you are not a Christian, but are investigating Christianity, this will show 

you what Christianity is all about.  If you are a Christian, this will help you to be 
crystal clear on what the gospel is so that you know what to say in spiritual 

conversations. 
 Now there are two basic ways we can approach this.  One way to define the gospel is to simply 

tell the big story of the Bible.  Usually we tell this in four parts: the creation of the world, the 
fall into sin, redemption through Jesus, and the future restoration when Jesus returns.  

o The other way to do understand the gospel is to talk about four themes: who God is, 
what’s wrong with humanity, what Jesus has done, and how we need to respond.  
God, humanity, Jesus, and our response.  In this series we are going to follow this 

second format. 
 Today is part 1 of that and I am going to shape this message around three 

questions: First, where should we begin when we have opportunity to talk 

about the gospel?  Second, once we figure out where to begin, what should we 
say?  And then third, why should we say it?  

 

WHERE SHOULD WE BEGIN? 
 (SHOW SLIDE 2) First, when we have opportunity to talk about the gospel where should we 

begin? 
o Many Christians begin by talking about people’s need to receive Jesus as their Lord 

and Saviour.  Or, they say, “Jesus died for you.  You need to receive him.”  I want to 

show you that this is not usually the place that we should begin.  
 To show you this I want to look at how the apostle Paul talked with others 

about the gospel.  I want us to look at his strategies and how he goes about it.  
More specifically I want to contrast two different spiritual conversations that 

he had as recorded in the book of Acts.   
 The first is in Acts 13.  Here we find Paul and his companions going to the city of Antioch. They 

decide to go to the synagogue, which was kind of like our Sunday worship service but on 
Saturday.   

o At a certain point Paul is invited to speak to those gathered.  So he has freedom to say 

whatever he wants.  What will he say? 
 READ 16-23 – So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: “Men of 

Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our 
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fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, 
and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years he 

put up with them in the wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations in 

the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this took 
about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the 
prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of 

Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had 

removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and 
said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will 
do all my will.’ Of this man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, 
Jesus, as he promised.   

 So Paul recounts Israel’s history.  He reminds them that God promised to send the Messiah 

through the line of David and then tells them that Jesus is this promised Messiah.  And now he 
goes on for 13 verses to prove from the Old Testament scriptures that Jesus is the promised 

Messiah.  He quotes Psalm 2:7, Isaiah 55:3, and Psalm 16:10. 
o Paul then applies his speech in verses 38-41.  READ 38-41 - Let it be known to you 

therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 
39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could 
not be freed by the law of Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the 

Prophets should come about: [Hab 1:5] 41 “ ‘Look, you scoffers, be astounded and 
perish; for I am doing a work in your days, a work that you will not believe, even if 

one tells it to you.’ ” 
 Now let’s stand back from this speech and look at Paul’s strategy.  What is most obvious is 

that Paul bases his speech on what his listeners already believe and then works from there to 
Jesus. This whole speech assumes that his listeners were well versed in the Old Testament.  

Paul constantly quotes the Old Testament because his listeners know it and believe it. His 
speech assumes they know all of Israel’s history, know that God had promised a Messiah to 

Israel who would come through David’s line.  
o So because his hearers already knew and believed the Old Testament, Paul centred 

his whole speech on proving that Jesus is the promised Messiah of the Old Testament 
and then called the people to believe in Him.   

 Now watch their response.  READ 42 - As they went out, the people begged 

that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. 
 Now let’s say you are with your friends at Starbucks or you are having lunch with some 

colleagues at the office and someone says, “Hey.  You’re a Christian right?  What do 
Christians actually believe?”   

o So you have the chance to give a short speech.  You are not sure what to say but you 

read Acts 13 that morning and so you decide to follow Paul’s strategy.  You start by 

reminding them of Samuel and King David.  You quote verses from Psalms and Isaiah.  
You then tell them that Jesus can free them from the law of Moses and you conclude 

just like Paul by quoting Habakkuk 1:5: “‘Look, you scoffers, be astounded and 
perish; for I am doing a work in your days, a work that you will not believe, even if 
one tells it to you.’”  How do you think your friends or colleagues would respond? 

 I think verse 42 would read much differently in your case and say something 

like, “And they all rolled their eyes in confusion and said, ‘Remind me never 
to talk about Christianity with this person again.’”  

 Now why would this speech be so confusing?  For the obvious reason that 21st century 

Canadians do not have a clue about the significance of Jesus coming through the line of David 
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or the history of Israel.  They’ve likely never read the Old Testament and so all these quotes 
would make no sense to them.  

o What I am trying to show you is that Paul’s strategy is based on what he can assume 

about the beliefs of his listeners. In this case, Paul knew he could assume that 
everyone there already believed in the God of the Bible, that they were well versed in 
the Bible, and believed that God would send his Messiah through the line of David.  

 Therefore, Paul centered his speech around proving that Jesus is the 

promised Messiah and called people to believe in him. 
 
PAUL IN ATHENS 

 Now let’s contrast this with another speech that Paul made.  Turn to Acts 17.  Here we find 

Paul in the city of Athens.  Athens was a very spiritual place. Like Victoria, it was a 

smorgasbord of different spiritual beliefs. 
o So this time Paul is speaking to people who know almost nothing about the Old 

Testament, Israel’s history, or God’s promise of a Messiah.   
 Once again Paul gets a chance to share what Christianity is all about.  Where 

will he begin in this situation? 
 READ 22-31 - So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 

perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the 

objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ 
What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the 

world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by 
man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 

gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods 

and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for “ ‘In 

him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “ ‘For 
we are indeed his offspring.’ 29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 

divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all 
by raising him from the dead.  32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some 

mocked. But others said, “We will hear you again about this.” 
o Do you see how different Paul’s approach is here?  He doesn’t walk through Israel 

history.  He doesn’t give multiple quotations from the Old Testament.  Most 

noticeably, he does not begin by talking about Jesus.  He begins by laying the 

foundation of who God is and what God is like. 
 He even finds common ground with his listeners by quoting one of their poets, 

which would be like a preacher today quoting from a well-known movie or a 
song. So Paul’s strategy is still to talk about Jesus.  But before he does this he 
lays the foundational concepts of who God is and how we have sinned against 

him.   

 So here is the big question: when we have spiritual conversations, are we doing it with people 
who are more like those in the synagogue or more like those in Athens?   

o I would say that with every year that passes, it is more like Athens.  In my parents and 

grandparents generation it was a bit more like the synagogue.  My grandparents could 
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largely assume that people believed in the existence of God, that they believed in one 
God, that it was the Judeo-Christian God, and that they had a basic understanding of 

sin.  It’s not that everyone was a Christian but, generally speaking, people knew the 

basic story of the Bible.  
 Therefore, like Paul in the synagogue, the strategy was to quickly move to 

talking about Jesus and our need to respond to him. 

 We cannot assume this anymore.  Canadian culture is increasingly becoming more like 

Athens.  We now live in a pluralistic society.  People believe in eastern religions, mediums, 
astrology, and secular thought. I regularly speak with very educated people who do not know 
the most basic stories of the Bible. 

o To say Jesus died for sinners makes no sense to someone who does not have a basic 

concept of God.   So where should we begin? 

 (SHOW SLIDE 3) Begin spiritual conversations by talking about God.  
Conversations may begin on other topics but the goal is to bring it back to 

God. 
 

WHAT SHOULD WE SAY? 
 Even here we must pay close attention to Paul’s strategy for he does not assume those in 

Athens understand what he means by God.  We must pay attention to this. A generation ago 

you could usually assume that when you used the term “God” you were referring to the 
Judeo-Christian God.  This, again, is no longer the case. 

o In our culture people think of God as an impersonal power, or as the life-force that 
runs through all things.  God can be the tree and many people even say, “I am god.” 

 So that leads us to our second question.  So far we have said that we need to 
begin by talking about God.  The second question we need to then ask is, 

(SHOW SLIDE 4) What should we say about God?  We need to say at least two 
things: 

 (SHOW SLIDE 5) First, tell people that God created all things.  
o Look again at what Paul talks about in Athens.  READ 24 - The God who made the 

world and everything in it.  READ 25 - he himself gives to all mankind life and breath 
and everything.  

 Paul makes a clear distinction between the Creator and the creation.  God is 

not a tree; God made the tree.  You are not God; you were created by God.  So 
when we are talking about Christianity with people we say, “The message of 

Christianity begins with the fundamental truth that God exists, that there is 
one God, and that this God created everything that exists.”  Now of course 
there may be great debate on this point but it is all worth the discussion for 

without this basic fact, nothing else will make sense. 

 
 

TELL PEOPLE THAT GOD IS THE LOVING RULER OVER ALL THINGS 
 But it is not simply that God is Creator.  Many people can accept that fact that a Supreme 

Being created the universe but they don’t think this Being has anything to do with our 

everyday lives. This leads us to the second thing that we should tell people about God. (SHOW 

SLIDE 6) Second, tell people that God is the loving ruler over all things.  
o Again, we see this theme so clearly in Acts 17.  READ 25 - he himself gives to all 

mankind life and breath and everything.   
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 READ 26b - determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 
place.  He rules over all human affairs including when we are born and where 

we live. 

 READ 28 - In him we live and move and have our being. 
 Do you see it?  First, our Creator is loving: He gives us breath in our lungs and food for our 

tables.  But second, God is the ruler over all of humanity.  He has told us how to live and he 
deserves our worship and thanks as our Creator. 

o There is, of course, much more that could be said about God but those are two 
foundational concepts that we need to communicate.  

 Begin by telling people about God – that He is the Creator and loving ruler 

over all things. 
 

WHY SHOULD WE BEGIN WITH GOD? 
 Now let’s ask the final question: (SHOW SLIDE 7) Why should we begin by talking about God?   

o Why did Paul not stand up and immediately speak about Jesus dying for sinners?  Why 
start with God as the Creator and loving ruler of humanity?   

 (SHOW SLIDE 8) Answer: Without an understanding of God as Creator, the 
good news of salvation from sin through Jesus makes no sense.  

 The heart of the good news is that God has sent Jesus to save us from our sins.  This is why 
Christians often use the phrase, “Jesus saves!”  Yes, but that only begs the question, “saves 

from what?”   

o To understand what Jesus saves us from you have to understand that there is a loving 

God who made us but that we have all sinned against. Like those in Athens we have 
not given our Creator the worship that is due to him and we have not obeyed him.  We 
turned our backs on him and live for ourselves.  Because of this rebellion we stand 

condemned and will face judgement. 
 (SHOW SLIDE 9) We will never grasp the good news about Jesus unless we 

understand sin but we cannot understand sin unless we understand who God 
is. 

 This is well illustrated by an article I read in The Province newspaper.  

o Glen Shaeffer writes: (SHOW SLIDE 10) “The spectacle (of the cross) plays better to 

the faithful, who already accept that biblical account as the literal truth…those of 
us outside the fold, already befuddled by the logic that says an all powerful God had 

to kill his human self to save the rest of humanity, are still in the dark.  The death of 

Christ – all the torn flesh, every bloody, exposed rib – was, in that logic, a climax 
choreographed by the same all powerful God.  God became a man and died only 
because God said he had to become a man and die.” 

 Why is the logic of Jesus having to die so befuddling to Glen Shaeffer?  Because he thinks the 
only reason Jesus came to die was because God said he had to die.   

o What Shaeffer needs is a basic understanding of who God is and what sin is.  Once you 

grasp that there is a God and that you are a sinner then the death of Jesus makes 
perfect sense.  

 D.A. Carson summarizes why it is so important that we begin with God: (SHOW 

SLIDE 11) “We cannot possibly agree on the solution that Jesus provides if 

we cannot agree on the problem he confronts.”1   
 
 

                                                 
1 D.A. Carson ed. Telling the Truth, 386. 
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HOW DO WE DO THIS IN CONVERSATION? 
 So how do you do this in everyday conversation?  Well, if someone asks you what you believe 

then it is fairly straightforward.  Just walk them through these four themes we are talking 

about in this series.   
o But most conversations are not like that.  They often begin on some hot topic of the 

day. What I am trying to show you is that even here, you want to quickly come back to 

God.  

 Let me give you an example.  Some friends of ours have a daughter and when she was six she 
said, “Mom, when I am older is it OK if I marry a girl?”  Her mom said, “Yes honey, you can 
marry whomever you want.”  So we are sitting around our backyard with these friends and 
the mother says to Heather and I, “I know you are Christians, so I am curious, how would you 

have answered that question?” 

o Rather than give a yes or no answer I always want to give a rationale first and that 
rationale immediately takes us back to fundamental questions.  So I said something 

to the effect of, “We believe that God created human beings and, since he created us, 
he knows how life works best.  So when it comes to what is right and wrong we 

believe that God defines that for humanity.  So we believe that God created 
marriage to be a relationship between a man and a woman and that sexuality is a 
good gift from our loving Creator to be enjoyed within marriage.  So even though 

our kids will have to make their own choices, we will teach them to follow their 
Creator.” 

 So you see, we are laying the groundwork for the gospel by talking about how 
God is our Creator and loving ruler. 

 Every issue and every conversation can and should come back to this.  
o Why are Christians pro-life?  Because a fetus is not just a collection of cells; it is a life 

created by God. 
o Why do we love to go to church and worship God on Sunday rather than just relaxing 

at home?  Because there is a God who is infinitely worthy of worship and praise and 
that supersedes everything else. 

o Why do we not swear, or steal, or live with our girlfriends or boyfriends before 
marriage?  Because there is a God who created us, who defines right and wrong, and 
to whom we are accountable.   

 You see, everything comes back to God.  Every question about the purpose of life, how we 
define right and wrong, what we think about social issues, and what happens when we die, 

comes back to who has the authority to answer those questions. 
o The message of the Christianity begins with this fact: there is a God who created 

everything that exists.  As our Creator, God is also our Ruler who has the authority to 

tell us how to live and how not to live. 

 As we will see in the following weeks, the message of Christianity goes on to 
say that we have all rebelled against our Creator and have not given him the 

worship that is due to him.  As a result we stand under judgement.  But the 
good news is that God sent Jesus to rescue us.  Through Jesus we can be 
forgiven and restored to God.  We must respond by trusting in Jesus to save us 

and by turning our lives over to him.  The good news is that all who come to 

Jesus will be saved.  Have you done this? 
 

 

 


