
1 Cor 10:1-22 - “Idolatry (is) For Dummies” 
- Facilitator notes for small group study

Opener: What are your childhood memories of going to church? If you didn’t go to 
church as a kid, what did you think of the church the first time you attended as an adult?

Once again Paul is on the warpath because of idolatry which has infiltrated the church but 
before he can get there he wants to set out an example - that of Israel in the wilderness.

Read 1 Cor 10:1-5.

Q. What does Paul mean by the baptism of Moses?
A. God went before Israel as a pillar of cloud by day (and fire by night) and took them through 
the sea to the wilderness on their way to the promised land. The water in the cloud and sea, 
Paul is saying, is like an analogy of baptism - an initiation into something. Maybe Paul’s saying it 
was an initiation into the promises of Yahweh.

Q. What do you make of verse 4? What do you suppose Paul is saying here?
A. God is referred to as the Rock (Deut 32:4). Maybe Paul is saying that Christ was present with 
them because God was. But also as Moses commanded (and struck) rocks to bring water out of 
them, flowing water was referred to as “living water” which Jesus suggests nourishes the soul 
and could well refer to the Holy Spirit (John 4:10, 7:38).

The point of the first 5 verses is to say that even though God walked with the Israelites and gave 
them everything they needed, they still failed at being faithful (v5). Despite miraculous 
provisions on a daily basis they still fell into idolatry.

Read verses 6 and 7 then read Exodus 32:1-6, 21-24 or read the whole chapter.
Read verse 8 then read Numbers 25:1-9.
Read verse 9 then read Numbers 21:4-9 and 2 Kings 18:4.
Read verse 10 then read Numbers 16:41-50 or read the whole chapter it’s an amazing story.
Read verses 11-13

Q. What’s Paul saying in these 3 verses?
A. Something like, “Even when God is right there with you in a very tangible way it’s possible to 
fall into idolatry so don’t get too blasé in your defence against temptation. However, whenever 
you’re tempted God will always provide a way out.”

Q. What do you suppose that it means to say that God will always provide a way out from 
temptation? How does he?
A. James 1:12-15 suggests that God enables us to remain steadfast. However a single 
wavering doesn’t mean we lose our salvation. Temptation is not a sin - giving in to temptation is. 
After repeated sin after sin one may look back and wonder if one ever had faith.

Read 1 Cor 10:14-22.

Q. How does Paul tie idolatry into contemporary Christian practices for the Corinthians?
A. Going back to what he’d said in Chapter 8 - Food Sacrificed to Idols… It’s ok to eat the food 
just don’t worship the god it was sacrificed to and certainly don’t lead a weaker brother into 
worshipping an idol.

Close: What is idolatry and what kinds of things to do we hold as idols in the Church 
today?  


