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It wasn’t all lessons and lectures at St. Michael’s Youth Conference the last week of August. The annual conference for teenagers had 
plenty of recreation time, including a trip to the mall and to Magic Mountain in Moncton, plus lots of games like this one, passing leaky 
water balloons over and under to teammates. Here, from left are Kerygann Beal (in lavender), Paulina Sturgeon (in gray), Morgan Grant 
(in red stripes), David Puddicombe (in red) and Roshen Melvin (in blue stripes). Read the complete story on page 12. 

Smiles all around!
McKnight photo

Synod  
planning in 
high gear
By Gisele McKniGht 

The much anticipated bishop’s 
charge will be delivered at the 
diocesan synod Nov. 7 at christ 
church (Parish) church in 
Fredericton.

“i want to set a direction for 
the diocese,” said Bishop David 
edwards. “My vision is definitely 
centred around change.”

To anyone who had heard the 
bishop speak in the past year, the 
focus on change is no surprise. 
he’s preached it at last year’s 
stewardship conference and last 
spring’s wardens & Treasurers 
Day, and he incorporated it in 
his pilgrimage blog.

his charge will incorporate 
the Five Marks of Mission, and 
there will be plenty of opportu-
nity for discussion of his charge, 
he said. This will be a program 
synod, not a legislative synod, he 
added.

Organizers are working hard 
to plan the event, considering 
everything from parking and the 
lunch menu, to how much space 
small groups within synod will 
require. 

At a recent planning meet-
ing, subcommittees reported on 
communications, hospitality, 
worship, resolutions, the day’s 

Camp Medley gets full-time director
By Gisele McKniGht

The diocese has made a signifi-
cant investment in youth and 
in its facilities with the hiring 
of Maren Mclean Persaud as 
its full-time director of camp 

Continued on page 2

Medley.
“we’ve been looking for a 

full-time camp director for 
awhile,” said Bishop David 
edwards. “it’s great that we have 
found a person of high calibre to 
take on this responsibility.”

Maren and her husband, 

christian, were hired in the 
spring as Medley’s director and 
assistant director, respectively, 
and her job continued as of sept. 
1. The couple graduated from 
knox college in Toronto in May 
with Masters of Divinity degrees. 
Maren is from Pictou county, 

N.s.
“i am so excited,” said Maren. 

“camping ministry is something 
i’ve always felt called to. camp 
is what made me want to go to 
seminary.”

with increased numbers at 
both camp Brookwood and 

camp Medley this year, the 
diocese wants to build on that 
momentum. having a full-time 
director will help, said Bishop 
David.

“As a diocese we have to try 

Continued on page 2
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new things at all levels. To an 
extent this is a risk, but it is an 
example to everyone of what we 
need to do,” he said. 
     “since the days of Bishop 
hockin, we have had young 
people as a priority in the dio-
cese. This is another step on that 
road. This appointment is a sign 
of our pushing on.”

Maren is thankful for the 
opportunity to remain in the 
diocese and continue the work 
she began in May. 
      “i never thought i’d get the 
chance to do this full-time so 
early on,” she said. “i’m just re-

ally thankful to the diocese for 
this investment in camp Med-
ley. it was visible when i came 

here and it continues to be.”  
     The hope is to develop camp 
Medley into a more year-round 
facility. 

weddings, family reunions, 
conferences and corporate 
events are just some of the 
activities that could take place 
there. 
     The bishop is impressed with 
the summer ministry to children 
and teens throughout the diocese. 
     “This summer all our camp-
ing ministries advanced,” said 
the bishop. 

“i am grateful to everyone in-
volved in all our camps: Brook-
wood, Medley, Diocesan choir 
school and st. Michael’s.” 

Camper tally up at both venues

agenda, nominations, arrange-
ments, credentials and technical 
support.

The committee met at and 
toured christ church (Parish) 
church, examining the number 
of break-out rooms, kitchen 

facilities, sanctuary and eleva-
tor, among others, to be sure the 
venue would accommodate the 
various needs and size of the 
group attending. 

The theme for synod is un-
usual and is cause for reflection.     

At right is the prototype logo  
available at press time. 

Diocesan synod set for Nov. 7

Continued from page 1
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Maren McLean Persaud

Clergy conference re-imagines church
By Gisele McKniGht

A bit of learning, a bit of fun and 
a few challenges — that could 
summarize this year’s clergy 
conference held at rothesay-
Netherwood school Aug. 31-
sept. 2. 

The main speaker for the 
event was John Bowen, director 
of the wycliffe college institute 
of evangelism in Toronto. The 
author and lecturer challenged 
the clergy with three sessions 
called re-imagining church.

in the first session, he showed 
a slide with the following state-
ment: “we assume god likes the 
way church is done at present 
and doesn’t want or need any big 
changes.”

That, and others, set the tone 
for some interesting and chal-
lenging questions.

John asked this of the group: 
what would you say is the gos-
pel? Answers from the clergy 
included the following: 

• Joy and the restoration of 
joy

• God is large, he’s in charge 
and he loves you

• God has come to show you 
that you matter to him

• God’s heart is broken for 
those who turn their backs on 

him
• I sin, God loves, God for-

gives. Therefore, i can love. i can 
forgive.

John cited colossians 1:15-
20 as the root message of the 
gospel. 

This is John’s first time at 
clergy conference, although 
he has been a speaker at clergy 
college in the diocese. he said 
his sessions at clergy confer-
ence are not just lectures. 

“i’m asking them to listen 
with two halves of their brains,” 
he said. 

“One is the enjoyment, 
absorbing the information and 
hopefully being blessed.”

The second was to listen criti-
cally and figure out how to apply 
the information.

The sessions included skyp-
ing with ministry leaders who 
have applied the information 
from re-imagining church to 
their situations, giving clergy 
ideas on how to take the infor-
mation back to the parishes and 
use it successfully.

During the holy eucharist 
service on Tuesday, Bishop 
David edwards preached on the 
good news of christ.

“we are leaders of a church 
with a message of life,” he said. 

“As we consider our ministries, 
our preaching, our living, how 
do we proclaim the good news 
of life?” 
     he went on to cite John 10:10: 
‘i come that they might have life 
in all its fullness.’ 

“That’s our message,” he told 
the gathered clergy. “That’s our 
essence. god is stirring us. in 
this church, we have a message 
of life.” 

During recreational time on 
Tuesday, some went kayaking in 

hampton while others rested, 
went shopping or used the gym 
facilities. A few went for a sail on 
the kennebecasis river with the 
rev. Michael caines.

The rev. canon Bonnie leB-
lanc, who serves in the Parish of 
stanley, enjoys the annual clergy 
conference.

“The collegiality is always 
great,” she said. “it’s great to sit 
down with new clergy and staff 
from camp Medley and get 
acquainted.”

Above:
The clergy kayakers travelled to 
Osprey Adventures in Hampton 
during a recreational afternoon 
to paddle the waters of the 
Kennebecasis River. From left: 
Rose Steeves, Rob Marsh, Allen 
Tapley, Ted Quann, Barbara 
Haire, Rick Robinson, William 
MacMullin, Wandlyn Snelgrove, 
Cathy Laskey, Brenda McKnight 
and Ann Fairweather.

SubMitted photo
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David Edwards is Diocesan Bishop of 
Fredericton.

At the one-year mark, it’s time to say thank you

More passes, less dribbling

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s word • 
 ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

coMMentary  
By Gisele McKniGht

it’s been one year this month 
since i began this journey 
with you, the readers. 

     with the retirement of Ana 
watts, i was hired in the fall 
of 2014 to take over diocesan 
communications. A large part 
of my job is producing the NB 
Anglican.

it has been a year of pure joy. 
My favourite part of the job is 
putting out this paper. i have 
loved meeting new people, un-
covering such wonderful stories 
and discovering what it means to 
be an Anglican — and allowing 
all that to flow into this product 
for your encouragement, infor-
mation and enjoyment.

i prayed for a new job for a 
long time, and god has given 
me this — a ministry that makes 
my heart glad, that allows me 
to share the good news of our 
saviour and of the diocese. 

i am ashamed to say, coming 
from a salvation Army back-
ground, i was expecting less 
than i have found. The salvation 
Army is probably accurately de-
scribed as the queen of outreach, 

yet i have found the most amaz-
ing and compelling examples of 
outreach all over this diocese.     

it has impressed me and 
made me rethink the Angli-
can church, and of course, the 
people who make up the church.

wonderful christians in the 
diocese are feeding hundreds of 
hungry people every week — 
students, the elderly, children, the 
homeless and the poor. More than 
that, they are offering compassion 
and respect every time they do it.

Terence and Jasmine chandra 
are building up their community 
— teaching immigrants english 
in saint John and taking leader-
ship in several causes close to 
the heart of Jesus. 

eden and carolyn McAuley 

have taken under their wing 
dozens of men just out of jail in 
Moncton. 

who would these men turn 
to if not for this couple? 

i truly believe they keep many 
men from re-offending by of-
fering limitless compassion and 
care in the name of our saviour. 

And so many of you have 
given your talents, time and 
money to ensure that hundreds 
of kids got to go to camp this 
year. Do not underestimate the 
impact of camping ministry. it 
is a powerful seed planter — 
even if the fruit doesn’t show for 
many years. 

i see such a love of our chil-
dren and young people through-
out the diocese. 

i find the proof in things like 
investments in camp infra-
structure, the hiring of Maren 
Mclean Persaud as a full-time 
camp director at Medley, such 
generous support for safe har-
bour teen shelter in saint John, a 
priest at rothesay-Netherwood 
school, the work of the Youth 
& intergenerational Ministries 
team and their events, and so on. 

As well, people have come to-
gether throughout the province 

to show their love of god’s cre-
ation. Being green in the church 
is no longer a frivolous, quasi-
religious pursuit or the least of 
the Five Marks of Mission. 

it is a real commitment to 
care for what god has given us 
and it’s only going to grow as the 
effects of climate change become 
more obvious and frightening.

One truth stands out for me 
after a year of observation: the 
Anglicans of New Brunswick 
truly care about community. i 
have seen so many willing hands 
work to improve the lives of 
others. 

i see the work of Jesus in you, 
and it is a pleasure to tell your 
stories.

it is such a blessing to me 
that everywhere i’ve gone, from 
edmundston to sackville and so 
many places in between, i have 
been greeted with such kindness 
and affection. 

i’ve been thanked for doing 
my job on several occasions. 
i’ve been made to feel welcome 
wherever i’ve gone. People have 
been so co-operative in helping 
me tell their stories.

That’s a real gift to give an 
outsider. Thank you.

As many of you know, 
every year at the begin-
ning of the week before 

labour Day, the clergy gather at 
rothesay Netherwood school 
for our annual conference. 
     in a sense it marks the end of 
summer and the beginning of 
getting back into the groove for 
the fall. it is an event i have al-
ways enjoyed since my first year 
in the diocese back in 1998.
     As with any regular gathering, 
traditions grow up. One of these 
is the annual clergy basketball 
game. 
     Far from everyone joins in, 
and for many of us who do, 
there is a great effort to make 
our creaking bodies do things 
they did in their youth.  
     To be perfectly honest, i am a 
terrible player. it is not a game i 
played in my youth and i do not 
really have the hang of it. 
     This year i crashed to the 
ground like a wounded elephant 

in the first minute having turned 
over on my ankle. 
     As i reflect on my participa-
tion in the game i think about 
our diocese. we have seen better 
days, yet we still faithfully go out 
there onto the court and try to 
recapture the glories of a former 
age.  
     sometimes we are able to 
demonstrate a flash of bril-
liance. we drive to the net with 

all the old confidence and the 
ball passes through the hoop 
without touching the backboard 
or metal.  
     At other times, and they seem 
to be more frequent as the years 
go by, we feel winded, standing 
with our hands on our knees, 
gulping lungfuls of air. 
     The truth is we are not what 
we once were and we have to 
work out new ways of playing 
the game.  
     One of the most important 
things i have noticed about 
basketball is the need for team-
work. 
     it is much better if the ball 
can be sent from the back court 
into the basket via a series of 
flowing passes, rather than one 
individual trying to dribble the 
ball from one end to the other.  
     As we approach our Nov-
ember synod, we have to think 
about how we work together, not 
how we can compete with each 

other. 
     in basketball there is a clear 
intention for the team — to get 
the ball through the hoop. All 
the effort of the participants is to 
achieve this.  
     if every team member is out 
for their own glory, no matter 
how brilliant they are, the team 
will fail.  
     Our focus is not to score 
points but to lift up Jesus, so 
that people will follow him. we 
cannot be in competition if we 
are to do this.

 
Oct. 2   

Diocesan Youth 
Ministries 
Gathering

Oct. 3   
See Through the 

Scriptures course - 
Moncton

Oct. 4   
Parish of Fundy 
and the Lakes*;                 

Cardigan, Welsh 
settlement 

thanksgiving 
service

Oct. 6   
Retired Clergy Tea

Oct. 8   
Threshold 

Ministries national 
gathering

Oct. 11   
Parish of Upper 

Kennebecasis

Oct. 17 
Diocesan 

Stewardship 
Conference

Oct. 18   
Parish of Ludlow 

and Blissfield

Oct. 19 - 23   
House of Bishops

Oct. 23 - 24  
Desiring the 

Kingdom 
conference

Oct. 25   
Parish of 

Oromocto*

Nov. 1   
Parish of 

Millidgeville

Nov. 7   
134th Diocesan 

Synod

Nov. 8  
Parish of St. 

Andrews*

Nov. 13-15  
Parish of  

Saint John

Nov. 22  
Parish of Rothesay*

* Denotes  
confirmation
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Getting to know Ho
By heather Miller

st. george’s cathedral in ho is 
the smallest worship space in the 
whole diocese. 
     Although ho is the largest 
town in the diocese, the Anglican 
church that was built there before 
the diocese was formed is the size 
of a small schoolroom and seats 
about 60 adults comfortably. 
     The deck surrounding the 
church can hold another 30 
people during larger gatherings. 
Because the doors and windows 
are usually open, people can also 
sit on the ground around the 
building and enjoy the service.  
     each time i have attended 
services there, all three areas 
were utilized. 
     The Bishop’s lodge is directly 
behind the cathedral and was 
formerly the dean’s residence.  
     Also on the property are the 
school buildings, a computer 
building and the new adminis-

trative offices.  
     The Ven. Joseph k. Bentum is 
the current priest at st. george’s, 
with the rev. Father Joseph 
hayibor as diocesan secretary 

The exterior and interior of St. 
George’s Cathedral in Ho, Ghana 
are rather austere buildings 
compared to those in Canada.

heather Miller photoS

New beginnings  
for the Stradwicks
By Gisele McKniGht

The Ven. Tom stradwick is 
coming east because “i believe 
that’s where god has called us to 
be,” he said from his Manitoba 
home.

The archdeacon in the Dio-
cese of Brandon and native of st. 
catherines, Ont. answered an 
ad and will become, as of Oct. 
15, priest and rector of Trinity 
Anglican church in the Parish 
of sussex.

Tom, 54, and his wife, Nancy, 
a nurse, were starting to plan 
for an early retirement. instead, 
Tom stumbled upon a job ad. 

“i go to the Diocese of Fred-
ericton website quite a bit,” he 
said, adding that he mistakenly 
clicked on the job ad for Trinity.

what has happened since 
then has all the makings of 
a god-led plan that has him 
and his wife leaving their three 
grown sons and six grandchil-
dren in Manitoba and Ontario 
and heading to the east coast.

“everything is rolling along. 
Our house is rented,” he said.

Tom had been keeping an eye 
on the diocese for some time.

“i like what you do there — 
safe harbour, Bishop’s court — 
there’s a real sense of mission in 
the diocese,” he said.

The more he pondered, the 
more he felt led to apply for the 
vacancy. eager to leave his ad-
ministrative role in Manitoba, he 
said his heart is with people.

“i am looking forward to 
getting back to parish work,” he 
said.

if Tom seems excited by this 
new beginning, his new parish is 
equally excited.

“what really impressed us 
was his knowledge of our dio-
cese,” said georgie keith, one of 
two wardens at Trinity. 

“i was impressed that he 
knew about Bishop’s court, 
which is fairly new. he was 
familiar with our service sched-
ules. he really did his home-
work.”

georgie and four others on 
the Parish Advisory committee 
set up a skype interview that 
lasted well more than an hour 
and included his wife, and at 
times, their dog.

“None of us had ever done 
a skype interview before but it 
worked well,” she said.

From the parish profile they 
developed, the group came up 
with 15 interview questions, 
and each person recorded and 
graded Tom’s answers. 

“when we compared, we 
were all within a point or two,” 

she said, adding that Tom’s an-
swers had a positive impact on 
the committee.

“he kept stressing to us that 
he wanted to be part of our par-
ish and the decision-making, not 
a dictator,” she said. 

“he told us his ideas on stew-
ardship: that it’s not just about 
money, but about using the 
talents you’ve been given.”

As the committee discussed 
Tom’s answers, they couldn’t 
help but be impressed. Thou-
sands of miles away, Tom felt 
strongly that sussex was the 
place he was meant to be. 

That feeling was further vali-
dated the day after he accepted 
the job. The church is produc-
ing a cookbook and they called 
Nancy to get a recipe from her 
to include in the book. 

The stradwicks saw that 
simple, inclusive gesture as a 
wonderful welcome to their new 
home.

The Ven. Tom Stradwick

Stewardship Day will  
be a blessed event
By Gisele McKniGht

if you’ve been to one steward-
ship Day, you’ve been to them 
all.

Absolutely not! You can’t 
say that about our stewardship 
Days. every year there is a dif-
ferent theme and a completely 
different program.

Two years ago, the highlight 
was special speaker Douglas 
hambidge. last year was a very 
educational eye-opener on the 
challenges of so many buildings.

This year, it’s all about our 
blessings, with this theme: 
counting Our Blessings. The 
stewardship committee has 
chosen saturday, Oct. 17 at st. 
John the evangelist church in 
Nashwaaksis. 

registration begins at 9:30 
and the program runs from 10 
a.m. until 4:15 p.m.

This will be a day to hear and 
share positive, uplifting and 
inspiring news from around the 
diocese. 

Participants will hear about 
innovative outreach to encour-
age us to try new or different 
ministries in our communities.

Participants can expect to 
hear from Jasmine chandra, 
who, with her husband, Ter-
ence, provides leadership to the 

central saint John community 
Ministry. 

Other speakers will outline 
their successes with specific 
programs, whether it’s feeding 
the hungry or running children’s 
programs. 

There will be plenty of table 
discussion on blessings within 
your own parishes, with further 
talk on how to institute confer-
ence ideas back home.

Of course there will be music 
and prayer, and everyone is 
asked to bring a non-perishable 
food item, hotel toiletries or 
a cold-weather accessory like 
mittens.  
     Those will be gathered, split 
up and distributed back to 
the seven archdeaconries for 
distribution to the needy in the 
parishes.

The lunch menu will be soup 
and sandwiches, and a free-will 
offering for the meal will be 
received. That is the only cost for 
the day.

One final feature will be the 
wall of blessings. everyone will 
be encouraged to share a bless-
ing in their life by writing it on 
a sticky note. it will make for 
some great reading.

To register, visit Anglican.
nb.ca and click on stewardship 
Day.  

and pastoral assistant at the 
cathedral, with the rev. Father 
redeemer Ametefe semevor as 
assistant curate. 
     ho is a bustling town of about 
100,000 people. it is mostly an 
open market town with several 
paved main streets.  
     There are many schools run 
by different denominations and 
also public high schools, colleges 
and a university there. 
     There are two hospitals and 
many clinics for those in need.  
     ho is nestled between two 
low mountain ranges, so a 
number of luxury hotels are 
being built on the side of these 
mountains to give relief from the 
heat and activity of the town. 
     The Archdeaconry of Fred-
ericton is paired with the Parish 
of st. george in ho, and it is 
through prayer and reaching 
out to each other that we shall 
grow as companions on our faith 
journey.

Episcopal  
Announcements
• Oct. 1  The rev. rob Marsh 
has accepted the position of 
Archdeacon of kingston and 
the kennebecasis. This is a 
three-year renewable appoint-
ment. By canon law, an 
archdeacon must be a canon 
of the cathedral. Thus, rob 
was installed at the service of 
ordination at christ church 
cathedral sept. 27.

• Oct. 1   The rev. Deacon 
sandy MacPherson has been 
appointed deacon-in-charge of 
the Parish of Bathurst.

• Sept. 1   Maren McLean 
Persaud was appointed to the 
full-time position of director 
of camp Medley.

• Sept. 1  The Most Rev. 
claude Miller has been 
appointed interim priest-in-

charge in the Parish of New 
Maryland effective Oct. 15 for 
three months, renewable until 
a new, full-time appointment 
is made.

• Aug. 18  The Rev. Canon 
Kevin stockall will continue as 
interim priest-in-charge in the 
Parish of Marysville, effective 
until June 30, 2016. This is in 
addition to his duties as priest 
and rector of st. Mary’s, York.

• Aug. 18  The Rev. Canon 
Bob smith has been appoint-
ed interim priest-in-charge in 
the Parish of east saint John, 
effective sept. 1 until Aug. 31, 
2016. he finished as priest-
in-charge in the Parish of 
campobello as of Aug. 16.

• Aug. 18   Jim Knight has 
been appointed interim chair 
of the Diocesan Property 
committee, effective until 
Nov. 7, the date of Diocesan 
synod. 
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Camps wrap up the season with increased numbers
By Gisele McKniGht

The numbers are in and they 
indicate a successful camping 
season at both camp Brook-
wood and camp Medley.

At small but mighty Brook-
wood outside Florenceville-
Bristol, 122 campers enjoyed 
outdoor fun, crafts, sports, 
swimming, games, talent shows, 
campfires, music, hearty meals, 
new friends and christian edu-
cation.

Of the 122, 56 per cent were 
sponsored, including all of the 
24 campers from saint John’s in-
ner city Youth Ministry.

Bonnie hunt, who runs the 
saint John ministry, accompa-
nied the campers and acted as 
chaplain during their week at 
camp. This is the fourth year the 
saint John ministry has sent kids 
to Brookwood.

“Bonnie told us this was 
probably the only outing outside 
the city those kids would get all 
summer,” said Barb smith, one 
of several dedicated volunteers 

who looks after the camp.
while the saint John ministry 

pays for its kids to come, it’s the 
generous donations of parishes, 
Acws, individuals and the local 
food bank that allow so many 
kids to attend camp. 

“we saw an increase in the 
number of campers request-
ing sponsorship this year,” said 
Barb. “so a note was sent to our 
deanery parishes to put a request 
in their weekly bulletin, and 
people were very generous.”

This year, 30 per cent of 
campers were new to Brook-
wood. This summer’s total num-
bers beat last year’s 107 campers, 
due in part to good weather 
and no hurricanes. last year, 
hurricane Arthur shut down the 
camp for a week.

At the beginning of camping 
season, not all slots for chaplains 
had been filled, but god provid-
ed and sent these people to the 
role: Bonnie hunt; ray Ander-
son, lay reader from the Parish 
of Andover; The rev. Mary 
Taylor, from the united church 

At left, Camp Medley camper Noah Keith reacts during a particularly muddy activity. At right, Week 5 at Camp Brookwood, for campers 5-8 years, included counsellor Noah Kinney, 
top right, and counsellor-in-training Christian McLean, beside him. Many positive comments from campers and parents assured the leadership teams at both camps that the season 
was a huge success.  This summer, 35 per cent of campers at the two venues were new. Those numbers come with great hope that they’ll be back next summer. 

in centreville; cindy Derksen, 
lay reader from the Parish of 
richmond; and the rev. chris 
ketch from the Parish of kent. 

A grant of $2,000 from A 
Foundation For life allowed 
Brookwood to purchase much-
needed sporting equipment. 
They bought two soccer nets, 
field hockey sticks, soccer balls, 
volleyballs, junior basketballs, 
dodge balls, relay tag belts and a 
volley ball net and poles. 

“i think it’s been a really good 
year,” said Barb. “we had a lot of 
new campers this year and a lot 
of great comments from camp-
ers and their parents.

“The staff worked really well 
together and had a great rapport 
with each other.”

At camp Medley near the vil-
lage of gagetown, it was a busy 
summer with 409 registered 
campers, up by about 60 from 
last year.

“i think this growth can be at-
tributed to the immense amount 
of money that was donated,” said 
camp director Maren Mclean 

Persaud. “Through the salmon 
dinner and people giving out of 
the goodness of their hearts, we 
had $20,000 just to send kids to 
camp!”

she is still overwhelmed by 
the generosity and what it has 
meant for children who wanted 
to go to camp.

“with this money, over 70 
kids, who probably otherwise 
couldn’t have afforded it, were 
able to come to camp at a dis-
counted rate, or in most cases, at 
no cost to them.”

she calls this the best news 
story of the summer. 

Medley had 150 first-time 
campers this year, and there is 
great hope that these kids will 
make camp a summer staple in 
their lives. 

Maren recalls the best mo-
ment of the summer. it hap-
pened on a stressful day while 
she was in her office. 

she looked out to see a coun-
sellor and a group of boys, on 
their way to the obstacle course, 
dressed in costume, as is the 

tradition. This group had raided 
the costume cupboard and come 
out wearing dresses and toting 
baseball bats.

Anywhere else, it might raise 
a few eyebrows, even get a kid 
beaten up. But at camp, well, “it 
shows what camp offers — that 
it’s just a normal thing” to dress 
in outlandish costumes, not 
worry about it and have a day of 
fun.

“i was seeing god’s peace set 
in the world,” said Maren. “The 
kids just get to be, to play… 
where else would you get to do 
that?”

she’s thankful to the staff — 
all 26 of them. some were new 
and young, but “all of them grew 
so much in eight weeks. They are 
developing into some awesome 
leaders.”

Both camps will host other 
events this fall, including Di-
ocesan council at Medley and 
at Brookwood, the Parish of 
wicklow, wimot, Peel and Aber-
deen’s annual harvest supper in 
October.

SubMitted photoS

Members of st. Margaret’s 
in Fredericton enjoyed a 
summer picnic recently with 
games and treats. From left,  
Martika nash-harris, Bertha 
Wilson, carolyn Pellow, Ken 
Brien, carl Dunphy, stanley 
Brinkman-Mills, Wendy 
chase, rachel Brinkman-
Mills, sadie Flagg and Daniel 
Duguay.

   summer funThe Diocesan Spiritual Development Team 
has produced a prayer card for personal 

and family use. The prayers are from ‘Forms 
of Prayer to be used in Families’ at the back 
of the Prayer Book (pp. 728ff.) and from the 

Forward Movement  
(prayer.forwardmovement.org/).

The prayer cards have been distributed to 
parishes. Get yours today.
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The second coming of St. John the Baptist

By Gisele McKniGht

On a sunny sunday, Aug. 30, the rev. Deacon Fran 
Bedell and the congregation of st. John the Baptist 
church in edmundston opened their church doors 
to Bishop David edwards to celebrate their new 
beginning.

“Fifty weeks ago i was here to consecrate the 
cremation garden, and when i arrived there was a 
fire truck here,” he said.

someone had set fire to their nearby church hall. 
it wasn’t a huge loss because they didn’t use it for 
much other than renting it to the local AA group.

Two weeks later, Bishop David walked into his 
consecration and Archbishop claude Miller called 
him over, telling him the edmundston church had 
burned. 

“You mean the hall,” he said to claude.
No, the church. An arsonist, perhaps the same 

one, had set fire to the oldest church in ed-
mundston. everyone was devastated. 

“i burst into tears when i heard the news,” said 
Don stevenson.

he’s a lifer at st. John. his family has attended 
since 1902 and he had been its organist. his family 
members are buried in the adjoining cemetery.

he freely admits his heart “was with the old 
building,” and he wasn’t happy with the new one.

“i told Fran before i saw it that i had some real 
concerns. Now i’m absolutely delighted with every 
aspect of it.”

The new building is the same size as the old 
one, and from the outside, looks almost exactly 
like it. There are good reasons for that. Because 
the foundation was untouched and the walls were 
still standing, they were permitted to rebuild it as 
it was. New setback standards would not have al-
lowed for a new foundation and church on the ex-
isting property. There would not have been enough 
square footage. 

“The walls survived,” said Bishop David as he 
addressed the congregation. “This was god’s grace, 
his intention to say ‘god’s word is to be proclaimed 
in this place!’”

That prompted a few enthusiastic ‘amens!’ from 
the gathering. 

while the church looks the same on the outside, 
the new design inside has made good use of the 
space.

“i like it very much,” said treasurer Jim coster. 
“we got rid of a lot of wasted space. There’s a meet-
ing room now behind the altar, where the altar 
used to be.”

There are seats instead of pews, and it’s an inti-
mate space that people find inviting. 

“we wanted a space that was warm, holy, peace-
ful,” said Fran. “something that would make us 
glad when we came in to praise god.”

hector Adegbidi describes it another way: 
“There’s no hiding in the back. You have to be part 
of it.”

And that’s just the way he likes it. he is part of 
the other half of the church, since st. John is also 
st. Paul’s united church. it’s been a blended church 
for many years.

“i was a Methodist in Benin (Africa),” said hec-
tor. “when i came to canada in 2002 i joined the 
united church and i’ve been here ever since.”

he’s been the united church treasurer since 
2007.

During the past year, the leadership commit-
tee met in hector’s basement to hammer out plans 
for a new church. They rented the chapel in a local 
nursing home as their worship space — even gain-
ing a few who had lapsed — and made the decision 
that the church’s exterior should retain its authentic 
19th century appearance. 

They also decided to use as many local hands 
and businesses as possible. The chairs, stained 
glass, pulpit and lectern were all crafted locally. The 
contractor was local. he had no trouble recruiting 
workers to build the church through the winter. 
They opened the doors for their first service on the 
Day of Pentecost.

During the Aug. 30 service, there was more go-
ing on than just the building dedication. 

     “Today is a big day,” said Fran. “we celebrate, we 
confirm, we receive, we eat. it can’t get much better 
than that.”

Andrew Nolan was confirmed and Michael 
corbin was received. Afterwards, the new kitchen 
in the basement was put to good use with a feast 
large enough to fill everyone a few times over.

Andrew and his partner, lisa schroeder, are 
two of about a dozen parishioners at the church, 
including Fran, who live in Maine and cross an 
international border just get to church. There is no 
episcopalian church nearby in northern Maine.

Despite the celebration, the past year has had a 
lot of challenges. 

“we lost everything in the fire — all our records, 
our vestments and holy vessels,” said Fran.

“it’s been a hard spell, but we’re thankful for 
Fran’s leadership. we’ve been able to pull ourselves 
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together and keep our sense of community,” said 
hector. “Through the whole time, that sense of 
community was there.”

while the loss was great, people were quick 
to find the positives as they celebrated their new 
building.

“if the foundation hadn’t survived, we’d not have 
been able to build because of all the codes,” said 
Fran. “we’re very blessed.”

The person who set their church and hall ablaze 
has never been caught. how does that make the 
people of st. John feel?

“At first i said, ‘i hope i get my hands on this 
person!’” said hector. “But we are christians. it’s a 
trial and we can expect trials. how we come out of 
trials is the important part.

“we are christians. Our core belief is love. There 
are always blessings.”

• Opposite page: The interior is completely modern 
with no wasted space. The aim was to create a warm, 
inviting space for worship.

• Top: Andrew Nolan (confirmation) and Michael 
Corbin (reception), with the Rev. Deacon Fran 
Bedell behind them and Bishop David Edwards 
presenting them to the congregation. At right is 
lector and intercessor Michele Ferland.

• Upper left: The exterior looks very much like the 
old church, in keeping with its designation as the 
oldest church in Edmundston. The community did 
not want a modern design, so they built as close to 
the original look as possible.

• Upper right: The new kitchen is large and 
functional. Preparing for lunch were Barbara Baird, 
Christina Goon and Christian Benbow.

• Lower right: One of David Edwards’ first acts as 
bishop was to travel to Edmundston to survey the 
damage from the fire in September 2014. The roof 
and interior were completely devastated by the 
arsonist’s match, with virtually nothing salvageable.

david edwardS photo

McKnight photoS
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Testify! — I want to serve God here and now
Mine is not a story of a 

sudden redemption 
from a troubled life or 

one far from god but of a steady 
deepening faith.
      i think that selwyn hughes 
has said it well: “Those whose 
conversion was gradual came 
from homes where from child-
hood they were taught to know 
and love christ. They cannot 
tell when they crossed the line 
between death and life even 
though they know it has been 
crossed.” 
     i was blessed to have been 
brought up in church-going 
home. i was a regular worshiper 
and active in church activities. i 
believed in Jesus christ, his 
death and resurrection, and the 
redemption procured as a result 
of that.   
     But it was certainly more 
in the head than my heart. i 
still tried to fit into the world 
and took god’s forgiveness too 
lightly (of course, i still do to 
some extent). i paid little notice 
to the ongoing work of the holy 
spirit in my life. 
     By university, i had begun 

to drift away from active faith. 
i believe the holy spirit had 
something to do with a sudden 
interest in a young man named 
Peter.  
     Next thing i knew, i was in-
volved with this serious chris-
tian, doing more churchy things 
including Bible studies, which i 
really enjoyed.   
     But even then my heart was 
not completely involved in a 
relationship with god. This 
would come over time with new 
people and challenges in my life 
through involvement in a ladies’ 
fellowship group i joined when i 
was a new mom, and a diocesan 
evangelism committee.   

     it’s hard to be on an evange-
lism committee and not get the 
sense that one should have a 
personal story of Jesus to tell. 
     i began to understand 
that: Jesus is a personal saviour 
who loves me and is always 
there, and he calls me to have 
that same relationship with him 
— to love him and spend time 
on this relationship and com-
mit to trying to be like him — 
through personal holiness and 
service to others. 
     sometime later i noticed this 
verse from Job (42:5) and knew 
that it applied to the change in 
me: “My ears had heard of you 
but now my eyes have seen you.” 
     For a while i could not read 
the Bible enough, i teared up 
when i heard a song about 
heaven or Jesus’ return — or 
those who are spiritually lost — 
and i started to prefer listening 
to christian music and read-
ing christian theological and 
devotional books.   
     Peter and i are very involved 
in the christian Ashram minis-
try (christianashram.org) This is 
an annual retreat that is really a 

taste of kingdom living. some-
times we see god’s kingdom as 
only future, but i believe it is a 
pattern for the church now — to 
worship, learn, work, rest and 
play together, and support each 
other, always in the secure pres-
ence of a loving Father god.  
     if only our church communi-
ties could find or sustain this 
model, then we could be the 
strong, non-worldly outreaching 
fellowship god intends. 
     Though i am not nearly as 
faithful and disciplined as i wish 
i was, i do know that i know — 
that god is, that god as Jesus 
christ was incarnated as a man, 
allowed himself to be killed to 
gain victory over my sin and 
death, and was raised to life to 
“endorse that victory” (from a 
quote by John stott).    
     i know that my hope of salva-
tion is not a wishful kind of hope, 
but an expectation, and, more 
importantly, that eternal life 
starts here on earth. in thankful-
ness for this fantastic gift, i want 
to serve my god here and now. 
     One of my favourite non-
Bible quotes is from the shorter 

westminster catechism:  “The 
chief end of man is to glorify 
god and enjoy him forever.” 
     i am very blessed with a 
wonderful family and a mainly 
trouble-free life. i am humbled 
that i have been given this when 
so many faithful christians suf-
fer in so many ways.  
     i try to heed Jesus’ warning 
in luke 12:48: “From everyone 
who has been given much, much 
will be demanded; and from the 
one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.”   
     The blessings i enjoy now are 
meant to be used to god’s glory, 
to let my life reflect his love. 
May he give me the wisdom and 
courage to do so. 
Cheryl Jacobs
Parish of Fredericton

Want to share your God-inspired 
story with NB Anglican readers? 
We’d love to read it! Send it to 
gmcknight@diofton.ca or mail 
to Gisele McKnight, Diocese of 
Fredericton, 115 Church St., 
Fredericton E3B 4C8. Let’s use our 
God experiences to encourage and 
inspire others. 

Uganda says thank you
By Gisele McKniGht

canon caleb Twinamatsiko 
came all the way from uganda 
with one message for New 
Brunswick Anglicans: thank 
you.

caleb is the assistant rec-
tor and headmaster at Bishop 
McAllister college and Bishop 
McAllister seminary in kyog-
yera, uganda.

he is second in command, 
under canon Paul Jeffries, who 
is from the Diocese of Freder-
icton. hope, caleb’s wife, has a 
role at the college as a counsel-
lor. she is also a counsellor and 
lecturer at a nearby university.

“we are here, not to preach, 
but to say thank you, a thousand 
times,” said caleb. “From the 
bottom of our hearts.”

The couple spent six weeks in 
canada in August and september 
on this journey of thanksgiving, 
travelling throughout the diocese 
and then onto saskatoon.

caleb taught at st. Michael’s 
Youth conference, and spoke at 
several churches while in N.B., 
one of which was christ church 
cathedral on sept. 6.

he told the congregation that 
for many years, when orphaned 
children came to the school to 

ask for help with their educa-
tion, he had to tell them there 
was nothing he could do, but 
he always told them god loved 
them.

it was a somewhat hollow 
statement. The school was finan-
cially unsustainable, falling apart 
and on the verge of closing. 
Then canon Paul arrived as its 
principal. 

“Paul was discouraged. i 
could see it in his eyes, but he 
said, ‘caleb, let us pray.’” he said. 
“he was taking the first step of 
faith.”

Through the blessings of 
god and a lot of hard work, the 
school now has 700 students and 
is thriving.

children who felt unloved 
as orphans, abandoned by the 
world, have had their lives saved 
at the school, said caleb.

“it is about one thing — love. 
Those boys and girls needed a 
response. The people of canada 
moved fast to show that love for 
the people of uganda. Now those 
boys and girls know that love.

“when we close the school 
for vacation, they don’t want to 
go back home. They know where 
they’ve come from.” 

some of those early students 
are now adults with successful 

lives.
“when we see them now, we 

are so proud,” he said, adding 
some have gone on to further 
study in europe.

“You have given us the op-
portunity to speak the gospel, to 
educate these boys and girls who 
would otherwise be out there 
doing nothing.”

caleb said the generosity of 
canadians has been so great that 
at the school, every visitor who 
arrives from afar is automatically 
assumed to be canadian.

“canada is the whole world 
to the people of the school,” he 
said. 

he spoke of how, when he and 
hope arrived in Montreal before 
catching their flight to Moncton, 
the immigration officer wanted 
to know why they were here 
and how much money they had 
to sustain themselves while in 
canada. it was not enough.

“But i remember saying, ‘we 
have friends,’” he said. “we are stay-
ing with people we don’t know, and 
we are not missing uganda at all! 
we have friends here.”

This is their first trip abroad, 
and the first time either has 
flown. They had no idea what to 
expect in canada.

Their son, Treasure, 13, and 

daughter, Trust, 12, had one 
request of their parents: “when 
you go to canada, come back 
with snow!”

They at least expected brown 
grass, not the lush greenery of 
summer. They are enjoying the 
food, hospitality and exposure to 
a new culture and worship.

“it’s a very wonderful trip for 
us, for the exposure and learn-
ing. we are constantly learning,” 
said hope.

caleb ended by thanking the 
congregation once again for its 
support.

“You have made Bishop 
McAllister college a place of joy, 
a place of second chances,” he 
said.

“You have done a lot for god. 
what you call small is big in the 
eyes of god and the people of 
uganda. As long as you allow 
god to use you, life for boys and 
girls of Bishop McAllister col-
lege will never be the same.”

Dean geoffrey hall thanked 
the couple for their visit.

“come back in three months 
and we’ll show you snow!” he 
said.

Canon Caleb Twinamatsiko and his wife, Hope, at Christ Church 
Cathedral Sept. 6. Both play pivotal roles at Bishop McAlllister College 
in Kyogyera, Uganda.

McKnight photo
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Farraline Place garden party deemed a hit!
By Gisele McKniGht

Prayers for a sunny day were 
answered for the annual garden 
party at Farraline Place on Aug. 
13. More than 120 people at-
tended the summer celebration 
on Queen street in Fredericton.

The party is a much-antici-
pated event for residents, said 
administrator Judy O’Donnell.

“it’s a way for residents to say 
thank you to their family and 
friends, and for us to say thank 
you as well,” she said. “They 
really look forward to it, as you 
can tell.”

On Thursday, the yard was 
decorated in the style of the 
1950s and 60s, and filled with 
chairs and tables. A photo booth 
allowed people to pose with old-
time props, and volunteers and 
staff were busy making root beer 
floats for guests. Volunteer ron 
henry, whose mother once lived 
at Farraline Place, manned the 
barbecue.

The special guest for the af-
ternoon was elvis impersonator 
Dave korotkov, by day a psy-
chology professor at st. Thomas 
university. he did an excellent 
job of transporting his audience 
back 50 years to the heyday of 
rock n’roll.

Bishop David edwards, asked 
to say the blessing, also im-
pressed the crowd with a verse 
of heartbreak hotel. Not to be 
outdone, Mayor Brad woodside 
crooned Fly Me To The Moon. 

MlA David coon, when he 
rose to speak, promised not to 
sing. he brought greetings from 
the province. he is the MlA for 
Fredericton south, in which the 
home is located.

MP keith Ashfield also spoke, 

taking time from his campaign 
schedule to make an appearance.

“keith Ashfield has been a 
supporter of this home in many 
ways,” said Judy. 

she’s finding the same level 
of support from Mr. coon, she 
said.

Fredericton city councillor 
Mike O’Brien also attended.

it was in 1988 that the Acw 
of New Brunswick, at the request 
of Bishop harold Nutter, took 
over Farraline Place. it has been 
a home for the elderly since 1907 
when J.N. Pauletta Fraser, wife 
of the lieutenant-governor, left it 
to be used as a home for elderly 
ladies. The house was built in 
1809 and enjoys a phenomenal 
location next to the legislative 
Assembly of New Brunswick.

since 1988, Acws through-
out the province have supported 
the home in many ways.

“it’s a good partnership,” said 
Judy. “They are a great support 
to us — financially, with prayers 
and whatever we need.”

There were many Acw mem-
bers at the garden party, includ-
ing Acw provincial president 
rosemarie kingston, who spoke. 
she referenced a lesson at a vaca-
tion Bible school which asked 
‘what would Jesus do?’

“he’d have Acws do this!” 
she said, noting the successful 
partnership of her group and the 
home.

The garden party has a 
lengthy history at Farraline 
Place.

“it was going on when i came 
here in ’02 so it’s been going on 
for a long time,” said Judy.

Farraline Place has a lawn 
project underway. Both dona-
tions and hands-on work are 

needed. The project includes 
three phases. Phase one is com-
pleted: replacement of the steps 
to the garden. 

Phase 2 is to install a 10 by 15 
foot patio and top dress the lawn 
area to level the bumps and hol-
lows to make it safe for users.

Phase 3 includes, as money 
allows, more pathways in the 
garden area, a trellis swing and 
additional plants for a revived 
garden.

Oct. 24 is their harvest dinner 

fundraiser this year. The din-
ner, bake and craft tables, silent 
auction and entertainment takes 
place at christ church (Parish) 
church. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
with dinner at 6 p.m. The cost is 
$30 with a tax receipt of $20.

Farraline home is not a nurs-
ing home or special care home. 
it provides independent living 
for seniors who don’t require 
personal care from staff. staff do, 
however, prepare meals, clean 
rooms, look after medications 

and do laundry for residents. 
For those not wanting to live 

alone, keep a house, rent an 
apartment or make meals and 
do chores, it is ideal. There are 
20 residents at Farraline Place.

The home got its name from 
lt.gov. J.J. Fraser, who took over 
the property in 1893. he named 
it Farraline Place after the origi-
nal Fraser estate in scotland. 

learn more about Farraline 
Place at its website:  http://www.
farralineplace.com/

The annual Farraline Place garden party was held on the lawn of the home on Queen Street next to 
the Provincial Legislature. Above, Elvis impersonator Dave Korotkov, whose day job is psychology 
professor at St. Thomas University, sang 1950s and 60s hits to the crowd, including to Bishop David 
Edwards.

McKnight photoS
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Did Jesus have a Bar Mitzvah?
By BoBBie ann cole

The varied landscape of 
israel has been called the 
fifth gospel. certainly, 

i found it easy, living there, to 
bring to life scenes from the 
Bible in the stunning settings of 
its biblical landscapes and the al-
leyways of Jerusalem’s Old city. 

For instance, i pictured Jesus 
joining a yeshiva, at least for a 
few days. Yeshivot, plural, are 
where Talmud and Torah, the 
first five books of the Bible, are 
studied.

Yeshivot existed way back, 
before the time of Jesus. The 
apostle Paul studied under rabbi 
gamaliel the elder, grandson of 
the great hillel, at what would 
have been a yeshiva.

in luke 2:41 we learn that 
when Jesus was 12 years old, his 
family went up to Jerusalem for 
Passover, as they did every year. 
This must surely have been his 
Bar Mitzvah. 

After becoming Bar Mitz-
vah, which means “son of the 
commandment,” a Jewish boy is 
considered a fully-fledged mem-
ber of the community of israel. 
The ceremony is a time of song, 
dance, and joyful celebration, 
for the boy is now a man who 
can be called upon to read Torah 
portions in the synagogue and 
fulfill other duties such as mak-
ing up a minyan. A minyan is a 
group of 10 men, the minimal 
number required for communal 
prayers and rituals.

Joseph and Mary would have 
brought Jesus to the temple to 
read the portion he had pre-
pared from the Torah scroll. i 
have seen fresh-faced Bar Mitz-
vah boys at the western wall, 
which is all that remains today 
of the Jerusalem temple, carry-
ing Torah scrolls and wearing 
their first adult tallit, or prayer 
shawl, just as Jesus would have 
done. 

what might his portion have 
been? something special from 
exodus for the Passover? we 
can only wonder. Nowadays 
synagogues get through all the 
Torah portions in a Jewish year. 

Back then it took them three 
years to go from the beginning 
of genesis to the end of Deuter-
onomy, which, incidentally, was 
the duration of Jesus’ ministry.

As young Jesus began to 
deliver a drashah, or “commen-
tary,” on his portion, the priests 
would no doubt have been 
astounded by his knowledge 
and perception, all the more re-
markable since he was a country 
boy with a provincial galilean 
accent. here was someone who 
would normally be expected to 
follow his father’s trade rather 
than throw himself deep into 
the scriptures.

After Passover and all the cel-
ebrating were done, Jesus’ party 
set off for home. Dangers on 
the open road meant there was 

safety in numbers. Bandits and 
thieves like those who set upon 
the man the good samaritan 
helped were a hazard. Friends, 
neighbors, and relatives from 
Nazareth would have traveled 
together in large numbers. This 
was why Jesus wasn’t missed 
until evening. 

when Joseph and Mary dis-
covered he was not with them, 
they rushed back in a panic, 
climbing again up steep Mount 
Moriah, this time against the 
flow of pilgrims who would have 
been pouring out of Jerusalem. 

They climbed to the very top, 
perhaps entering via the north 
side of the city, the only side that 
did not contain deep ravines, or 
from the road up from Jericho 
that bridged the kidron Valley. 

They spent the next three days 
searching for him, becoming 
increasingly frantic. 

Perhaps some in Jerusalem 
had already heard about the 
young luminary from out of 
town and directed his parents to 
the yeshiva he had joined. 

Following his Bar Mitzvah, 
the priests would have wanted 
him to stay, perhaps even of-
fering him a scholarship at a 
prestigious temple yeshiva. That 
was where his parents found 
him, calmly debating biblical 
texts with learned men, “sitting 
among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them ques-
tions” (luke 2:46).

instead of expressing their 
heartfelt relief, Jesus’ parents 
were furious. 

“son, why have you treated 
us like this?” his mother said. 
“Your father and i have been 
anxiously searching for you.”

Jesus replied, “Didn’t you 
know i had to be in my Father’s 
house?” (vv. 48-49).

i used to think that was the 
punchline and point of this 
story, a demonstration that the 
temple was Jesus’ Father’s house, 
which took precedence over ev-
erything else. But that cannot be 
it, i realized, because Jesus gives 
it up and goes with his parents. 

i think what we are actually 
being shown is Jesus’ reaction 
to the realization that he is the 
Messiah. what better time and 
place for this knowledge to come 
to him than at his Bar Mitzvah 
at the temple?

if god opened Jesus’ eyes at 
that moment to his destiny of 
becoming our high priest, a title 
attributed to him by the writer 
of the book of hebrews, then 
joining a temple yeshiva would 
no doubt have seemed the most 
logical step to start on that path.

his parents’ wish for him to 
come home with them turned 
all that around, however. god’s 
commands through the Ten 
commandments told him to 
honor his father and mother. 
he saw that it was his Father’s 
will that he comply with their 

wishes and return to Nazareth 
with them. 

in this way god made it clear 
to Jesus that he did not want 
him to be a scholar but some-
one with real life experience. No 
doubt young Jesus wondered 
how a carpenter from Nazareth 
could ever become high priest. 
he already knew, however, that 
god’s ways were greater than 
those of man. Nothing was im-
possible for god.

Told this way, the story 
becomes one of epiphany: god 
shows Jesus the kind of Messiah 
he is to be, a man of the people. 

i wonder also whether Jesus, 
looking into his adoptive father 
Joseph’s eyes, saw death lurking 
there. This is the last time we 
hear of Joseph in the gospels. 
in the event of his death, Jesus, 
as the eldest, would have been 
responsible for raising his half 
brothers and sisters, the children 
of Mary and Joseph.

exploring Bible stories in a 
deeper way, as i have done here, 
remains a favorite occupation of 
mine. 

This practice is called mi-
drash, which means “what 
results from investigation.” it 
has been a favorite occupation 
of rabbis—and their students at 
yeshivot—since time immemo-
rial.

The above is adapted from 
Bobbie Ann Cole’s latest book, 
Love Triangles, Discovering Jesus 
the Jew in Today’s Israel, now 
available through Amazon and 
the Lighthouse Bible Book Store 
in Fredericton. Bobbie would like 
to offer you a free pictorial guide 
to The Israel Jesus Loved at www.
jesus-ebook.com. 
Bobbie and her husband worship 
in the Parish of Pennfield. She 
is a Jewish Christian and the 
author of her faith memoir, She 
Does Not Fear the Snow; the 
Disciples Indeed Workbook; and 
the Kindle Series, Witnessing 
for Jesus Through Story. She 
teaches committed Christians in 
churches everywhere how our 
duty to evangelize can be made 
fun and rewarding. Her website is 
testimonytrain.com.

Bobbie Ann Cole lives in the Parish of Pennfield.
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• Godly Play Maritimes • Fall & spring training dates • Fall 2015 at St Paul’s United Church, 
Sussex, NB: Module A:  Saturday, Sept. 26, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Module B: Saturday, Oct. 24, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. • Module C:  Saturday, Nov. 21, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.       • • • • • • • • • •     Spring 2016 at Sackville 
United Church, Sackville, NB • Module A: Friday, April 8, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. • Module B: Saturday, 
April 9, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Module C: Sunday, April 10, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Accreditation is awarded upon 
completion of three modules • www.godlyplaymaritimes.com • 
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Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician 
as well as  a priest serving  in the 
Parish of Salisbury and Havelock. 

Rend Collective offers up As Family We Go
rend collective basically 

exploded onto the scene 
in recent years as a band 

full of energy, raw emotive 
songs, and an eye to heaven.  

hailing from Northern is-
land, the band describes them-
selves as more of a family than 
a band, and this is reflected in 
their homogenous and organic 
sound and style.  

read a few reviews and 
you will see them peppered 
with words such as infectious, 
energetic, and the already-used, 
organic (media writers should 
find their thesaurus!).  

Just recently, the band 
released their fifth studio al-
bum, As Family we go.

some may notice a more 
polished sound in this album, 
a departure from their previ-
ous material which had a much 
more natural, unfiltered and 
unrefined sound.  

Aural effects were kept to a 
minimum (yay - no auto tuning 
to be heard!). 

while the new, more refined 
sound may seem uncharacter-
istic for the group, i don’t think 

it’s a bad thing. Yes, the former 
sound was a trademark for the 
band, but the same fresh lyrics, 
music grooves and celebratory 
space are still maintained in 
spades.  

The band’s last album, The 
Art of celebration, was one for 
the ages. To my ears, this album 
does not quite hit that mark, but 
it doesn’t have to. 

There are gems to be found 
on As Family we go, and i can 
easily imagine the first three 
songs blowing away many listen-
ers. That’s really saying some-
thing in the world of polished, 
radio-prepared songs by many 
artists (at the encouraging of 
their music labels, of course).  

Celebrate, Free as a Bird and 
You Will Never Run pack enough 

firepower to grab your full at-
tention. while the electric guitar 
is not often heard on a rend 
album, its use is presented very 
tastefully.

Other notable songs include 
an imaginative reworking of the 
American spiritual, Nothing But 
the Blood.  

it’s hit or miss for some listen-
ers, but creativity has always 
been a hallmark of rend collec-
tive. when they stray away from 
the up-tempo tunes, some be-
lieve the band loses its focus. But 
with songs such as Never Walk 
Alone and Just a Glimpse, we see 
that the band still functions at a 
high artistic level.  

The lyrics’ message remains 

upward focussed without suc-
cumbing to stereotype. 

They are not the high points 
of the album, to be sure, but that 
does not make them inferior 
songs, either.  

consider a short section of 
the song Every Giant Will Fall: 
“every giant will fall, the moun-
tains will move / every chain of 
the past, You’ve broken in two / 
Over fear, over lies, we’re singing 
the truth…”

The album (minus deluxe 
digital additions) ends not with 
some sort of plea for stronger 
faith, nor with a mid-tempo, 
grand sweeping epic anthem, but 
rather with a song that seems to 
sum up rend collective.  

The Artist is a sheer frenzy 
of sound, rhythm and party all 
crammed into four minutes, that 
celebrates Jesus as creator of all 
things… with a wall of sound, 
energy and vocal praise.

if you purchase this album 
online, do yourself a favour and 
buy the deluxe version.  in-
cluded in that are five additional 
tracks, two of which are stand-
outs.  

Ireland’s Call is a bag-pipe led 
anthem of irish pride that can 
swell the heart of almost any-
one who hears (perhaps even a 
Brit!). it is a wonderful piece of 
music.  

Never Weigh Me Down is a 
slightly slower, more reflective 
piece that can stand amongst any 
of the other songs of its kind on 
the album. There are also a few 
alternative mixed and themed 
tracks, included a ukulele-led 
version of Every Giant Will 
Fall. And who has enough uku-
lele in their music library?

To sum up, this is a strong 
album from a strongly energetic 
and faithful group of musi-
cians. This may not rank as their 
best album in the minds of some 
listeners, but with rend collec-
tive, the standard is so high that 
“not their best” is still fantasti-
cally good. 

There is so much to discover 
on this project. i recommend it 
fully!

Hope Twinamatsiko, counsellor at  
Bishop McAllister College, Kyogyera, Uganda and university lecturer

• Favourite book of the Bible – Romans, because the writer explains salvation, grace and 
man’s response, specifically Romans 8:28 
• Provenance (birthplace) – in the hills of Kigezi, southwestern Uganda near Kisiizi 
missionary hospital, Rukungiri District 
• What you love most about God – He forgives (Psalm 103:3-4); His grace is sufficient 
(2Cor.12:9) 
• Favourite place on Earth – I am still venturing. Canada is my first place to visit outside east 
Africa. 
• Farthest you’ve been from home – Canada! 
• Favourite meal or dessert – Chicken Caesar and peach crisps 
• Biggest fear – Loneliness and failure 
• Hidden talent – I can touch my nose with my tongue 
• Favourite movie or book – Movie: Muppets; book: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
• Your hobby – Swimming and writing short stories 
• Three things always in your fridge – Carrots, tomatoes, juice 
• Favourite sports team – Manchester, the most respected and feared team. I like one of the 
players called Ronaldo

A lightning strike in early August put services on hold at St. 
Clements Anglican Church in Dumfries, upriver from Fredericton 
in the Parish of Prince William. It has taken several weeks 
to replace or repair the heat exchanger, organ, alarm panel, 
main panel, water softener, all the kitchen appliances (cooler, 
freezer, refrigerator, one stove, two cooktops, two wall ovens, 
two microwaves and one industrial dishwasher), ceiling fans 
and all 96 lights and sockets in the church after the steeple was 
struck, causing electrical damage. Everything that was electrical 
or plugged in was destroyed or damaged. In the meantime, the 
congregation has held church services at St. Luke’s Anglican 
Church in Temperance Vale. Here parish warden Sandra Nichol 
stands in the sanctuary among the workers’ equipment. 
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The power of nature
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The mystery of St. Michael’s
By Gisele McKniGht

it is a god-inspired mystery 
why a group of busy adults 
would use precious vacation 
time every August to spend it 
with teenagers at st. Michael’s 
Youth conference.

Priests, professors and oth-
ers come together to mentor 
young people ages 13-19 at 
camp wildwood in Bouc-
touche — without payment — 
“to work harder than they do 
at work,” said Janice stockall, 
who has been doing exactly 
that as site manager for 24 
summers. 

she describes it this way: “it’s 
the best week of the year. it’s a 
second family. it’s a safe place.”

st. Michael’s is a six-day 
camp of intense Anglican 
formation and theological 
mentoring by a host of priests 
and professionals — on every-
thing from church customs 
and the sacraments to prayer 
and missions. That’s three 
lessons a morning, followed 
by recreation and entertain-
ment in the afternoons and a 
mixture of both in the eve-
nings. in between, of course, 
there are daily offices and holy 
eucharist.

“On paper it doesn’t look 
that attractive,” said Aidan in-
galls. “But everyone responds 
so well to it. i don’t know if 
i’d find anything else like it in 
New Brunswick. 

“it’s a week where you see 
everyone come together. it’s a 
community.”

At the age of 19, Aidan is 
already a long-time veteran, 
this being his 16th year. he was 
there for eight years as a staff 
kid and eight as a conferee. 
he’s the oldest conferee this 
summer and hopes next year 
to be on staff.

At the helm of this, the 29th 
annual conference, is the rev. 
canon kevin stockall, who 
ministers in the Parish of st. 
Mary (York) in Fredericton. 
This is his 26th year at st. 
Michael’s.

“This is where they learn the 
integration of life and faith,” 
said kevin, of the conferees.

when told he’s managed 
quite a feat to make theological 
learning so attractive for kids, 
his response is humble: “god 
has managed quite a feat!”

unlike so many who have 
been coming for decades, this 
is the first year for the rev. 
chris hayes, who serves in 

the Parish of salisbury and 
havelock. it was his son who 
told him st. Michael’s was not 
to be missed.

“last year when we were 
coming home from it, stephen 
said, ‘Dad, you have to come 
here next year,’” he said.

“i told myself a few years 
ago when i was doing camp 
Brookwood and choir school, 
no to two camps in one sum-
mer, but here i am!”

he’s teaching a course on 
christianity in culture.

This is also the first time 
for Bishop David edwards as a 
staff member. 

“i was here for a couple of 
days last year as an observer,” 
he said. “i liked it so much 
i wanted to come back. i’m 
impressed by the kids, by the 
teaching, by the people run-
ning it.”

A trained and a natural 
teacher, the bishop was teach-
ing two courses, one on the 
church and one on prayer.

Also new to st. Michael’s are 
special guests from kyogyera, 
uganda. The rev. canon caleb 
Twinamatsiko is assistant rec-
tor and headmaster at Bishop 
McAllister college and Bishop 
McAllister Anglican seminary 
under canon Paul Jeffries. his 
wife, hope, is a counsellor at 
the school and a counsellor and 
lecturer at a nearby university. 

This trip has been their 
first in an airplane. They had 
no idea what to expect, but 
thought they might see snow 
here in New Brunswick. They. 
at the least, expected dry, 
brown grass, not the lush 
greenery of summer. 

“we love the way people are 
so welcoming to us,” said hope. 
“we find that very comforting.”

caleb is teaching a class on 
missions in uganda. he said 
he’s already picked up some 
good ideas to take back to his 
school.

The camp operates like any 
other summer camp in many 
ways. The day begins at 7 a.m. 
followed by Morning Prayer at 
7:30 and breakfast at 8:05. 

every morning the cabins are 
inspected by a group of seven 
determined young staff children 
and grandchildren, under the 
director of linda hebb, and the 
results are announced at lunch. 
earning the bragging rights 
to having the neatest, cleanest 
cabin is still a motivator.

A big bell is rung to sum-
mon everyone for lunch, and 

the grace is sung: Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here 
below; Praise him above, ye 
heav’nly host; Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost.

And outdoor games still 
involve a lot of people getting 

drenched with water.
counsellor ellery Furlong 

of Fredericton is in his 10th 
year at st. Michael’s. Busy 
organizing games for the 
afternoon, he said the week is 
always a lot of fun, but he’s us-
ing his vacation as many other 

leaders are — as an investment 
in kids, though he’s barely into 
adulthood himself.

“i really think we’re doing 
a lot of good for christian 
youth,” he said. “it’s good to 
play games, but it’s good to 
teach them too.”

• Top: Bishop David Edwards, second from left, 
has lunch with, from left: the Rev. Dr. George 
Westhaver, the Rev. Chris Hayes, the Rev. Dr. 
Ranall Ingalls and Jason Smith.
• Above: The children and grandchildren of 
staff announce the  cleanest cabin results. From 
left: Isabella d’Entremont, Charlotte Westhaver, 
Bethany Estabrooks, leader Linda Hebb, Kate 
Thompson, Eve d’Entremont, Eric Rouse and 
Beth Thompson.
• Right: Counsellor James Snelgrove of Riverview 
makes some announcements at lunch with Hope 
& Caleb Twinamatsiko in the foreground.
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