


Acts 5

1Now a man named Ananias,
together with his wife Sapphira,
also sold a piece of property.
2With his wife’s full knowledge
he kept back part of the money
for himself, but brought the rest
and put it at the apostles’ feet.
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3Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it
that Satan has so filled your heart
that you have lied to the Holy Spirit
and have kept for yourself some of
the money you received for the
land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you
before it was sold? And after it was
sold, wasn’t the money at your
disposal? What made you think of
doing such a thing? You have not

lied just to human beings but to
God.”
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>\When Ananias heard this, he fell
down and died. And great fear
seized all who heard what had
happened. ® Then some young
men came forward, wrapped up

his body, and carried him out and
buried him.
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’ About three hours later his wife
came in, not knowing what had
happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell
me, is this the price you and
Ananias got for the land?”

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”
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J Peter said to her, “How could
you conspire to test the Spirit of
the Lord? Listen! The feet of the
men who buried your husband
are at the door, and they will
carry you out also.”
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10 At that moment she fell down
at his feet and died. Then the
young men came in and, finding
her dead, carried her out and
buried her beside her husband.
11 Great fear seized the whole
church and all who heard about
these events.



1. God knows what
you do in secret



Acts 5

12The apostles performed many
signs and wonders among the
people. And all the believers used
to meet together in Solomon’s
Colonnade. 3 No one else dared
join them, even though they were
highly regarded by the people.

14 Nevertheless, more and more
men and women believed in the
Lord and were added to their
number.
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15> As a result, people brought the
sick into the streets and laid them
on beds and mats so that at least
Peter’s shadow might fall on
some of them as he passed by.

16 Crowds gathered also from the
towns around Jerusalem, bringing
their sick and those tormented by
impure spirits, and all of them
were healed.
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17Then the high priest and all his
associates, who were members of
the party of the Sadducees, were
filled with jealousy. 3 They arrested
the apostles and put them in the
public jail. 1° But during the night an
angel of the Lord opened the doors
of the jail and brought them out.
20“Go, stand in the temple courts,”
he said, “and tell the people all
about this new life.”
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29 Peter and the other apostles
replied: “We must obey God
rather than human beings! 3° The
God of our ancestors raised Jesus
from the dead—whom you killed
by hanging him on a cross. 3! God
exalted him to his own right hand
as Prince and Savior that he
might bring Israel to repentance
and forgive their sins.
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32 \We are witnesses of these
things, and so is the Holy Spirit,
whom God has given to those
who obey him.”

33When they heard this, they
were furious and wanted to put
them to death.
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40 Hjs speech persuaded them.
They called the apostles in and
had them flogged. Then they
ordered them not to speak in the
name of Jesus, and let them go.
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1 The apostles left the Sanhedrin,
rejoicing because they had been
counted worthy of suffering
disgrace for the Name. %% Day
after day, in the temple courts
and from house to house, they
never stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good news that
Jesus is the Messiah.




2. Persecution is
cause for joy



Matt. 5:10-12, Blessed are those
who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.'! “Blessed
are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because
of me. 2 Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who
were before you.




1 Peter 4:12-16, 12 Dear friends,
do not be surprised at the fiery
ordeal that has come on you to
test you, as though something
strange were happening to you.
13 But rejoice inasmuch as you
participate in the sufferings of
Christ, so that you may be
overjoyed when his glory is
revealed.




1 Peter 4:12-16, *If you are
insulted because of the name of
Christ, you are blessed, for the
Spirit of glory and of God rests on
you. > If you suffer, it should not
be as a murderer or thief or any
other kind of criminal, or even as
a meddler. t* However, if you
suffer as a Christian, do not be
ashamed, but praise God that you
bear that name.




