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TRACKING THE KILLER PRIDE 
CMBC March 19, 2017                                                                        Philippians 2:1 – 11 

 
The Holy Spirit directed Paul to write: [5] Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 

Jesus: [6] Who, being in very nature  God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, [7] but made himself nothing, taking the very nature  of a servant,  

 That is the absolute righteous, holy, perfect model of what it means to be humble. 
And that from the Eternal Divine Almighty LORD. 

 There is more in the Bible about pride than we realize, because pride is so subtle. It 
can be so camouflaged. When it shows up in us, we can be so subjective about it. 

 I tried to think of some examples in my life, and there are just too many. 
 
The Bible says, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”  
(Proverbs 16:18) 
 
Pride will ruin you.  

 
 
1. THE CHARACTER OF PRIDE   

a. The inner drive to impress 
i. Pride grows out of an inner drive to be well thought of, to make a good 

impression. 
ii. That is not necessarily evil.  
iii. But our fallen nature so easily is tricked by Satan to turn what God 

means for good into something that is sin and destructive. 
 

b. Preoccupied with self   
i. The Bible defines pride as total absorption with ourselves. 
ii. Nothing is about the thing that you are doing. It is only a means to an 

end.  
1. It is all about me. 
2. It is all about making a good impression. 
3. About feeling good about myself. 

iii. Paul writes to the Philippine believers “consider others better than 
yourselves”. Notice the context in writing about overcoming pride. 
Philippines 2:1- 4 If you have any encouragement from being united 

with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the 
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, [2] then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 
spirit and purpose. [3] Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
[4] Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to 
the interests of others.  
 

iv. Again he said to the Roman believers, 
Romans 12:3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: 

Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think 
of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of 
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faith God has given you. [4] Just as each of us has one body with 
many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, [5] so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.  
[10] Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another 
above yourselves. [11] Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  
[16] Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be 

willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited.  
 

c. Two extremes of pride 
i. Superiority pride 

1. Always comparing with others 
2. Am I being noticed 
3. How am I appreciated 
4. Proud because I think their talking about me 

 
ii. Inferiority pride 

1. Also comparing but thinking they don’t measure up 
2. Always afraid that I am not good enough 
3. Upset, because I think their talking about me  

 
iii. All of this is still pride. 

1. Satan finds whatever works to destroy us 
2. It is helpful to know this so that we can truly understand 

humility. 
 
 

d. Understanding humility 
i. You may have heard it said, “Humility is not about thinking less of 

yourself, but thinking of yourself less.” 
ii. You do things for what it does for others, even if no one notices or 

give you credit for it. 
iii. Not being needy for approval, respect, admiration 
iv. Humble people are the ones who gives approval, respect, admiration 

to others.  
1. You notice them for being incredibly interested in you.  
2. They are the ones who seem to be happy, relaxed. 

 
v. In one of C.S. Lewis’ books one of his characters describes a humble 

person, “He could build the world’s best cathedral and know it, but be 
never more happy than if it had been built by someone else.” 

vi. The Bible over and over describes the humble person as one who 
exemplifies harmony and unity in the church. 
 

2. THE DEADLINESS OF PRIDE  

How bad is pride? Pride is a killer. It kills relationships. It kills the genuine character 
of a person. 
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a. The primary basis of sin 
i. Adam and Eve had everything, except the fruit of one tree. 

1. That is how it is with pride. 
a. We have never enough, we want more 
b. Never enough admiration. Never enough praise. 

Never enough acceptance. 
2. Satan told them that God was holding back something. That if 

they could be their own God. 
ii. All sin is about me and being my own judge of myself.  

1. Pride never trusts anyone else. 
2. Marriage today is about 50-50. I will live up to my part if you 

live up to yours. No trust. 
iii. It is the basis of all evil. 
iv. A proud person never learns from their mistakes. 
v. Does not learn from criticism 

1. Attacks and blames 
2. Or an inferior pride withdraws and is hurt 
3. Bitterness is basis in pride.  
4. Staying angry is based in pride. 
5. A proud person is never at fault – not even a little bit 

vi. Do you see how quickly that describes us at times, and we never 
thought of it as pride? 

vii. Do you see how that attitude and mindset destroys relationships, 
marriages, families, churches. 
 

b. The demolition of a person 
i. Adam and Eve’s relationship with each other and in their family. 
ii. Cain thought he knew better how to rule the world. 
iii. The people of Babel built their tower 

Genesis 11:4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, 

with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a 
name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole 
earth.”  

iv. It destroyed King Saul 
v. It was the basis of King David’s sin, where he was above the law. 
vi. And on and on. 
vii. It is the basis of all evil.  

 
3. THE DISGUISED KILLER   

a. A proud heart can’t see pride 
i. The more proud we are the more difficult it is to recognize pride in our 

lives. 
1. We see it in others, but we can’t see it in our own life. 
2. A message on pride I recently read the writer said, “As I am 

describing pride, you probably are thinking of a couple of other 
people.” 

ii. You know when you commit adultery, when you have stolen, or when 
you have lied 
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iii. Pride is never that blatant in our own awareness of it in our lives. 
 

So what is the cure for pride? The obvious answer is  “Come honestly before the 
Lord.’ 

Here is the sinisterness of pride… 
b. The pride dressed as religion is the worst pride of all. 

i. The Pharisees had it. 
ii. The disciples had it when they said, Mark 9:38 “Teacher, we saw a 

man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, 
because he was not one of us.” [39] “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. 
“No one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say 
anything bad about me, [40] for whoever is not against us is for us. 
[41] I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my 
name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.  
 

iii. Remember Simon the Scorer of Samaria? He had heard the Gospel 
preached by Philip and become a believer. 

iv. Acts 8:13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed 

Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he 
saw.  

v. Then Peter and John came to see what was happening in Samaria. 
[18] When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the 

apostles' hands, he offered them money [19] and said, “Give me also 
this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the 
Holy Spirit.”  
[20] Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you 
thought you could buy the gift of God with money! [21] You have no 
part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before 
God. [22] Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps 
he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. [23] For I 
see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”  
(Pride often is based in bitterness because we have been hurt and 
put down, and now we are desperate to prove that we are worth 
admiring.) 
[24] Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing 
you have said may happen to me.”  

vi. Simon never realized how ingrained pride was in his life.  
1. His purpose for serving God was for his own ego. 
2. Pride is so well hidden 

 
4. OVERCOMING PRIDE   

a.  Our desire and need to be recognized  
i. As we said in the beginning, wanting to be noticed and accepted is a 

legitimate need. 
ii. Everything that God offers will do exactly that. 
iii. Jesus said when the disciples were arguing about who of them was 

the greatest, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 
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sent me. For he who is least among you all—he is the greatest.”  
(Mark 9) 

 
b. The one the King delights to honour 

Tim Keller preached a message on pride entitled “The One The King Delights 
To Honour” looking at the story of Esther, and in particular the character of 
Haman, who was a man completely controlled by pride.  

i. Haman has worked out a scheme to kill all of the Jews and in 
particular his Mordecai.  

ii. But on the night before he is able to execute his plan, King Xerxes 
cannot sleep and has someone read his journal to him. They came to 
the incident in the journal of Mordecai saving the Kings life by 
exposing an assassination plot. The king asks: 
Esther 6:3 “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for 

this?” the king asked.  
“Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants answered.  
[4] The king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered 
the outer court of the palace to speak to the king about hanging 
Mordecai on the gallows he had erected for him.  
[5] His attendants answered, “Haman is standing in the court.” “Bring 
him in,” the king ordered.  
[6] When Haman entered, the king asked him, “What should be done 
for the man the king delights to honor?”  
Now Haman thought to himself, “Who is there that the king would 
rather honor than me?” [7] So he answered the king, “For the man 
the king delights to honor, [8] have them bring a royal robe the king 
has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest 
placed on its head. [9] Then let the robe and horse be entrusted to 
one of the king's most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king 
delights to honor, and lead him on the horse through the city streets, 
proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the king 
delights to honor!'”  
[10] “Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get the robe and 
the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, 
who sits at the king's gate. Do not neglect anything you have 
recommended.”  
[11] So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and 
led him on horseback through the city streets, proclaiming before 
him, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!”  
 

iii. Tim Keller explains the robe. 
1. The king’s robe represents the king. It means he is in unity, in 

harmony, at one with the king. 
2. The one who is wearing the robe gets the same respect as 

does the king. 
3. The Prodigal Son comes home 

John 15:20 “But while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his 
son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  
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[21] “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. ' [22] “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet. [23] Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let's have a feast and celebrate. [24] For this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'  

iv. When we come humbly before God, he clothes us in His 
righteousness. Calls us His children, Heirs, joint heirs with Jesus. 

v. James 4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you 

up. 
vi. We need to be loved, accepted, affirmed, given respected, and all 

of this comes to those who are humble before the Lord. 
vii. This is why Jesus could say, “Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 
me. [12] Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, Matthew 5:11 

viii. Love your enemies. Do good to those that hate you. Luke 6:35 

 
How do we overcome pride? 

 Confess your pride to God. 

 Ask God to show you where you are vulnerable to be proud. Humbly accept what 
God is showing you. 

 Hear what the Word of God has to say about humility, and harmony with fellow 
believers. 

 Pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to conquer the sin of pride in your life. 

 Yielding to His power will set us free. 
 
Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, [6] who, being in 
the form of God, … equal with God, [7] … made Himself of no reputation, taking the form 
of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men. [8] And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death,  
 

 In all 4 Gospels we read of Jesus saying, “If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. [24] For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. [25] What good 
is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? (Luke 
9:23 – 25) 

Listen as the ladies sing “Let Me Lose My Life And Find It Lord In Thee.” 
 
Ephesians 4:1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling 
you have received. [2] Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. [3] Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace.  
[5:1] Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children [2] and live a life of love, just 
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  


