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welcoming
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Opening Prayer



Housekeeping
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Sept. 14 1 introductions
Sept. 21 2 Chapters 1 and 2 
Sept 28 3 Chapters 3 and 4
Oct. 5 4 Chapter 5, 6, 7
Oct. 12 No Class
Oct. 19 5 Chapters 8 and 9
Oct. 26 6 Chapters 10 and 11
Nov. 2 7 Chapters 12 and 13
Nov. 9 8 Chapters 14 and 15
Nov. 16 9 Chapters 16 and 17

Nov. 23 10
Epilogue, Dedication, 
Afterword, Appendices and 
WWWindup 

10 Sessions— 1 Remaining



Questions / Thoughts from Chapter 14 and 15

Chat Comments to the Question, “What do Rohr’s chapters 14 and 15 have 
to do with me?”  P.S. We so appreciate your comments!! 

There is a magical and mystical symbology about the cross which can be so 
powerful for many people. 
Jesus, transformed to become the Light of Christ, helps us to accept the reality 
of the Resurrection.  
Mary recognizes, “He is the gardener.” He is all of us.  
‘Harrowing of Hell’ causes confusion. Note: https://cac.org/the-death-of-
death-2019-04-21/ — Fr. Richard Rohr 
Mary Magdalene was the apostle to the apostles— she witnessed the 
Resurrection of Christ and spread the message to the “other terrified guys” we 
call the apostles. … Mary is the sheltering and maternal figure who calms the 
fears of the apostles
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https://cac.org/the-death-of-death-2019-04-21/
https://cac.org/the-death-of-death-2019-04-21/


Great Questions to Ponder
How do we build a ‘House of Faith’?

That house can be filled with rich furnishing but in cleaving to the fear-
based precepts of Christianity, held by many Christians, the house has 
been turned into a fortress instead. What is required now is to find the 
key to escape the fortress and search for a ‘ginger bread’ house where 
they can start afresh….

How do we change our ‘heart’ decisions?
Almost all our decisions are heart decision. We think some are mind 
decisions, but really our mind just rationalizes the heart decisions.  
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More from Fr. Richard Rohr

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnTC4NNIACk


 Words from 
Wayne
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“The more I come to know the immediate and 
particular, the more I come to understand the 
general and universal.”

UNIVERSAL AND PARTICULAR
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Four Major Themes

 Resurrection, Incarnation and Redemption

 Jesus and Christ

 Christianity: East versus West

 Indigenous Spirituality



Christianity: East versus West

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=symafoeocLc


Biblical theology, once the purview of Protestantism 
since the Reformation, is now being given major 
attention in Catholic circles today.  

Fr. Richard Rohr represents a major advance for 
Catholicism during the past half century. 

We should sit up and take notice. 



Doing is as important as thinking and believing. 

THE GREAT COMMA
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary, 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended to heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

The Apostles’ creed states that Jesus was born, then died. The 
comma covers the entire 33 years of Jesus of Nazareth of his 
teachings, living the love of God (love as I have loved you), 
miracles, and social justice. 



Chapter 16: 
Transformation and Contemplation 
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Key images: 
Contemplation as a different way 
of seeing things. 

Rational, linear, dualistic and binary 
approaches are too limited.

Contemplation does not come to us first 
from other faith traditions, but from our  
own Christian heritage: The New 
Testament, the Eastern church, the 
Western Mystics 



Chapter 17:  
Beyond Mere Theology: Two Practices
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 key thoughts: 
Love and suffering — as ways 

of knowing
Rohr’s Methodology— the 

‘Tricycle of faith— experience, 
scripture and tradition 

Experience

TraditionScripture



Other Viewpoints for 
Consideration

the Dalai Lama and Bishop Desmond Tutu  — 
the story behind“Book of Joy” — their book 

 The Black Church Experience in USA

 Descending/Dying — Ascending/Climbing



TELLING IS NOT 
TRAINING

 standing in the flow of life—
looking out from yourself.

 looking back reflectively on one’s 
experience (Theory and Analysis) but watch 
for possible disconnect. see p. 222 

 being exposed to indigenous symbols and rituals. 

 To discover a true Christ Consciousness, 
we need to practise: 



Concluding thoughts about 
chapters  16 and 17 ….

      
    What do you think?
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 Personal Reflection: how these 
themes have developed and 
matured in my life — the role of 
interfaith dialogue.



Christianity and the Unknown 
Science and Nondualism

Dualistic thinking:  an Exploration

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnTC4NNIACk


Time to Talk
Issues, questions, topics raised on 
Chat
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What can I apply to my life from 
Chapter 16? Transformation and   
Contemplation
Chapter 17? Beyond Mere Theology: 
Two Practices



For Next Session 
November 23, 2020

20

Read:  
Epilogue,  
Afterword: Love After Love,  
Appendixes: Mapping the Soul’s Journey to God,  
Appendix I: The Four Worldviews 
Appendix II: The Pattern of Spiritual 
Transformation



Closing Prayer —  
Marni Fisher 
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