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Living with the Promise 

 

What do I need to do with what I have heard today? 

Sermon Notes 

Command “Be full of Spirit”    Ephesians 5:18 

1. It was followed by a specific Result    

Full Of Spirit                   Luke 1:15 
Luke 1:41 
Luke 1:67 

Luke 4:1 
Acts 2:4 
Acts 4:8 

Acts 4:31 
Acts 6:3,5  
Acts 7:55 
Acts 9:17 
Acts 13:9 

Acts 11:24 

2. It followed a Spirit Initiated moment    

What does it mean to be “filled with the Spirit”?  

God’s Promise 

for Today 

 

3. It has some personal Responsibility  

Being “filled with the Spirit” means Hearing and Obeying’ 

Spirit Came Upon              Acts 1:8 
Acts 8:15-16 

Acts 10:44 
Acts 19:6 



 
 
MAIN  POINT 

 
The Holy Spirit fills us to live our lives in obedience to the mission of God. 

 
 

THINKING THINGS THROUGH 
 

Connect the sermon to the study. 
 

1. How do you keep yourself, your workplace or your fa mily organized  and on task?  (a 
certain  tool,  type  of software, organizational  method,  etc)? 

 
 
 
 

2. In your walk with God how do you ensure that you  are, in fact, on task and on mission? 
Does this aspect of your spiritual life get the sam e focused attention as other areas of life?  

 
 
 
 

Leader: In Ephesians 4, Paul commands us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. At the moment of salvation, the 
Holy Spirit comes into the life of every believer and makes us new. However, beyond that first filling, the Holy 
Spirit continues to fill and empower us to do the work of ministry. Nowhere is this clearer than in the earthly 
life and ministry of Jesus Christ who lived everyday filled with the Holy Spirit. Today, we will look at the 
beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry and see how the Spirit empowered Him to live out the mission God 
had for Him. 

 
DIGGING  DEEPER 

 
  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 3:21-22. 

3. What  do  we learn  about  Jesus  in  verse  22? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What do we learn about our new nature in Christ when we compare vs. 22 with 2 
Corinthians 5:17 and John 14:15-17? What expectatio n does this create for how we 
anticipate God to work in us and through us? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leader: Jesus came to be baptized to identify with the sinners He came to save. This crucial step was 
accompanied by the presence of the Holy Spirit and the approval of God the Father. The work of the Trinity 
in Jesus’ baptism authenticated His identity and power as the Messiah. In His baptism, Jesus, points to His 
mediation between God and man in which He reconciles man to God. God’s plan of salvation was centered 
on Jesus, and the Father’s proclamation as well as the Holy Spirit’s descended in the form of a dove 
authenticate His deity and authority as God on earth. The same Spirit that authenticated Jesus in His baptism 
lives in us and guides us to do His work in the world. In Christ we too are God’s children, loved by him and 
he is well pleased with us. Therefore, the Holy Spirit also is in our lives.  

 BASED GROWTH GROUP 



HAVE  A VOLUNTEER  READ  ACTS 8:26-35 

5. List the ways you see the Spirit working in this  encounter?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. These men were engaged in normal life activities  when the Spirit led them. 
Hypothetically, what might have been distractions t o either men that might have derailed 
the Spirit’s work?  

 

 

 
Leader: In Acts 6:5 Philip is listed amongst men specifically chosen because they demonstrate that they 
are “full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” Philip then demonstrates in Acts 8 an example of what being full of 
the spirit might look like. God had aligned specific events to culminate at this moment for both the eunuch 
and for Philip. If either of them had not listened to the Spirit’s prompting (the eunuch could have chosen 
not to read the scriptures at that time/Philip could have considered himself too busy to go down the south 
road -vs. 26) the results would not have been insignificant.  

 
7. What specifically did Philip hear from the Spiri t in this encounter? If possible, share with your 
group a time when you have heard from the Holy Spir it in a way that was detailed and specific?   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Leader: People might have trouble articulating this at first. Encourage them to think through ways they 
have served God, or had needs met in a more than “ironic” fashion.  In this encounter God was very 
specific about where Philip was to go and what he was to do. This likely had to do with Philip spending 
time listening to God’s Spirit. It was a discipline that would have been honed over time. Encourage your 
group to spend time listening to God and talking with Him, not just at him.  
 

 
 

HAVE  A VOLUNTEER  READ  ACTS 8:36-40 
 

8. As a brand new believer what does the Eunuch’s r esponse teach us about obedience 
to the Spirit’s leading? When does obedience become  challenging for you to follow 
through with? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader- The Eunuch responded to what God was doing immediately, and didn’t wait to go and get his 
house in order (see Luke 9:57-21). Many times we expect the Spirit to be at work in seasoned 
saint’s/missionaries/pastors, but don’t expect to see him work in us and through us. This robs us of seeing 
God at work in our world. We are all to be listening and obedient at any stage in our growth journey.  

 



9. Acts 8:39-40 outlines one of the most mysterious ev ents recorded about the Spirit’s 
work. What is it and  what keeps you from expecting to see the Spirit wor k in similar ways 
in your life and interactions?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leader:  T he Holy Spirit miraculously transported Philip from one place to another instantly.  Many times 
we shrug our shoulders at things like this with a “that was then but this is now” attitude. When we do that 
though we rob God of opportunities to glorify himself in our lives and world. If we believe the Spirit is real, 
that he is at work in our world and that he performs miracles we ought to leave a little room in our lives to 
expect to see Him work in miraculous ways. 
 
 
DOING  LIFE  TOGETHER 

 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

 
10. What  is  the  greatest  challenge in your life these days in learning how t o listen to and 

obey God’s spirit? GROWTH GROUP 
 
 
 
 
 

11. The reality  of being  sin ful  people  is  that we often  try  and  do  things on our own that we 
should really do  only through  the  power of the  Holy  Spirit.  How can  we continue  to  point  
one  another back to  the  unique  life we have  in  the  Holy  Spirit? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12. How do  we practically  seek  the  Spirit’s  power, presence,  and  filling  as we seek  to  make  
disciples  of Jesus  Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 
 

Praise God for sending the Spirit to fill us and empower us for ministry. Pray that as we 
seek to make much of Christ the Spirit would fill us daily. As we are filled with the Spirit, 
pray that the work of Christ would be made evident in our lives. 
 

 
MEMORIZE 

 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” – Luke 4:18-19 


