
Survival Prayers
Matthew 6:11-13





–N. T. Wright, The Lord and His Prayer, p. 27

“The Greek is tricky, but Matthew’s version 
seems to mean ‘give us today our bread for 

tomorrow’; while Luke understands it as ‘give 
us each day our daily bread’.  They both reflect 

different aspects of what Jesus intended.” 



Daily Bread

Not “Wine”,“Olive Oil” or “Fat”—
the Bible’s normal descriptors for 
“abundance” 

2nd Person Plural—“Give US…”



“I felt sure that the creature was what we call 
‘good’, but I wasn’t sure whether I liked 

‘goodness’ so much as I had supposed.  This is a 
very terrible experience.  As long as what you 
are afraid of is something evil, you may still 
hope that the good may come to your rescue.  

But supposed you struggle through to the good 
and find that is also dreadful?  How if food 

itself turns out to be the very thing you can’t 
eat, and home the very place you can’t live…? 



–C. S. Lewis, Perelandra, ch. 1

“Then, indeed, there is no rescue possible: the 
last card has been played…. Here at last was a 
bit of that world from beyond the world, which 
I had always supposed that I loved and desired, 
breaking through and appearing to my senses: 

and I didn’t like it, I wanted it to go away.  I 
wanted every possible distance, gulf, curtain, 

blanket and barrier to be placed between it and 
me.” .”” 



Lead us … Deliver us

… into temptation / testing / trial 

we are not wise enough… 

… from Evil / The Evil One 

expect trouble



Tips

Drop the Shakespeare! 

Slowly, aloud, one line at a 
time 

Wherever 

Paraphrase



“Our heavenly Father, we want to give you your 
proper place in our lives, and to see you 

acknowledged and worshiped by the world.  
May things that are wrong be made right, and 

where there’s room for improvement, make 
things better and better.  May your dreams for 
creation and humanity become a reality, until 

you make heaven and earth overlap. 



“Don’t forget about the things we need—the 
basics, at least!  And one thing we desperately 
need is for you not to hold our sin against us.  

May we seek and offer forgiveness.  And while 
we live in this broken and beautiful world, 

guide us and teach us to avoid the things that 
hurt you—and heal our desires for them!  You 
are our hope and salvation from the evil and 

chaos that grow like weeds around and inside 
us.  Give us your life.  Amen.” 
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