
Indigenous Languages and Nations on and around Vancouver Island 

 

 

Language 

Families 

Wakashan 

(plus more languages up the central coast of BC 

and over to the Olympic Peninsula, WA, USA) 

 

 

 

 

Coast Salish 

(plus more languages and Nations across the Salish Sea in BC and WA) 

 

Cultural / 

Political 

Groupings 

 

 

Kwakwaka'wakw   

or Kʷakʷakəwakʷ 

 

 

Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council 

 

Languages 

 

 

Kʷak'ʷala 

 

nuučaaŉuɫ 

(Nuu-chah-nulth) 

 

diitiidʔaaʔtx̣ 

 

 

Éy7á7juuthem 

 

 

Pəntl’áč 

(Pentlatch, 

Puntledge) 

 

Hul'q'umi'num' 

 

North Straits Salish 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Kwakwaka'wakw  

Village Sites 

and Tribes: 

see page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

nuučaaŉuɫ-

speaking 

First Nations: 

see page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

diitiidʔaaʔtx̣- 

speaking 

First Nations: 

 

 diitiidʔaaʔtx̣ 

(Ditidaht, 

Nitinat) 

 

 p'aačiidautx̣ 

(Pacheedaht) 

 

Dialects and 

First Nations: 

 

 K'omoks 

(Comox) 
 

 Xwemalhkwu  

(Homalco) 
 

 Klahoose 
 

 ɬaʔaʔmɛn 

(Sliammon, 

Tla’amin,  

Kla Ah Men) 

 

 

 

The families of 

the K'ómoks 

Nation have 

ancestors who 

come from  

three linguistic 

traditions: 

Éy7á7juuthem, 

Pəntl’áč, and 

Kwak̓wala. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hul'q'umi'num'-

speaking 

First Nations: 

see page 2 

Dialects: 
 

 SENĆOŦEN 

 

 Lkwungen  

 

 T’Sou-ke 

 

 Malchosen 

 

 WLEMIĆOŦEN 

 

 WSEMIYOMEW 
 

see page 2 

for more details 
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 Kwak'wala 5 to 12 Integrated Resource 
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 nuučaaŉuɫ 5 to 12 Integrated Resource 

Package, 2008. 

 Tatul'ut tthu Hul'q'umi'num': 

http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/salish 

 About Cowichan Tribes: 

http://www.cowichantribes.com/about-

cowichan-tribes 

 SENĆOŦEN 5 to 12 Integrated Resource 

Package, 2012. 

maps.fpcc.ca
http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/salish
http://www.cowichantribes.com/about-cowichan-tribes
http://www.cowichantribes.com/about-cowichan-tribes


Kwakwaka'wakw 

Village Sites and Tribes 

in traditional ceremonial 

order of precedence 

(U’mista Cultural Centre, 1980; 

spellings revised 2010) 

 

Tsaxis (Fort Rupert) - Kwaguł 

 

*ʼMimkwamlis (Village Island) - 

Mamalilikala  

 

ʼYalis (Alert Bay) - ’Namgis 

 

*Kalugwis (Turnour Island) –  

Ławit̕sis (Tlowitsis) 

 

*Dzawadi (Knight Inlet) - A’wa’etłala 

 

T̕sadzis’nukwame’ (New Vancouver) 

- Da’naxda’xw  

 

*I’tsikan (Etsekin) - Ma’amtagila 

 

Gwa’yi (Kingcome Inlet) - 

Dzawada’enuxw (Tsawataineuk) 

 

Gwayasdam’s (Gilford Island) – 

Kwikwasut'inuxw 

 

*Aɬ’aɬxu (Wakemen Sound) - 

Haxwa’mis      

           

Hegam’s (Hope Town) -

Gwawa’enuxw 

 

+Ba’a’s (Blunden Harbour) - 

’Nak’waxda’xw 

 

+ Takʼus (Smith Inlet) - Gwa’sala 

 

Xwatis (Quatsino) - Gusgimukw 

 

*Oyagam’la (Winter Harbour) – 

Gwat’sinuxw 

 

*Xwamdasbe’ (Hope Island) - 

T̕łatł̕asikwala 

 

T’sakwalotan (Cape Mudge) - 

Wiweka’yi (We Wai Kai) 

 

T’ɬa’mataxw (Campbell River) - 

Wiweḵʼam (Wei Wai Kum)                
 

*this traditional village site is no 

longer inhabited, and the people  

now live in other communities.   
 

+two tribes have joined to become 

one and have been relocated. 

 

nuučaaŉuɫ-speaking 

First Nations 

north to south 

 

Che:k:tles7et'h' (Checleset) 

 

Ka:'yu:'k't'h' (Kyuquot) 

 

ʔiiḥatis  (Ehattesaht) 

 

nuučaaɫʔatḥ (Nuchatlaht) 

 

muwač'atḥ (Mowachaht) 

 

mačɫaatḥ (Muchalaht) 

 

ḥiškʷiiʔatḥ (Hesquiaht) 

 

ʕaaḥuusʔatḥ (Ahousaht) 

 

ƛaʔuukiiʔatḥ (Tla-o-qui-aht) 

 

c'išaaʔatḥ (Tseshaht) 

 

yuuɫuʔiɫʔatḥ (Ucluelet) 

 

t'uk'ʷaaʔatḥ  (Toquaht) 

 

hupač'asʔatḥ (Hupacasath) 

 

huučuqƛisʔatḥ (Uchucklesaht) 

 

huuʕiiʔatḥ (Huu-ay-aht) 

 

Hul'q'umi'num'-speaking 

First Nations 

north to south 

 

Hwkw'a'luhwum (Qualicum) 

 

Snaw-Naw-As (Nanoose) 

 

Snuneymuxw (Nanaimo) 

 

Stz'uminus (Chemainus First Nation) 

 

Xulelt-hw (Halalt) 

 

Lheeyqsun (Lyackson) 

 

Pune'luxutth' (Penelakut) 

 

Quw'utsun' Xatsa' (Lake Cowichan) 

 

Cowichan Tribes: 

Kw’amutsun (Quamichan) 

Qw’umiyiqun' (Comiaken) 

Xwulqw'selu (Koksilah) 

S’amuna’ (Somenos) 

Lhumlhumuluts' (Clemclem) 

Xinupsum (Green Point)  

Tl’ulpalus (Cowichan Bay) 

 

MÁLEXEȽ or Me'luxulh (Malahat) 

 

BOḰEĆEN (Pauquachin) 

 

Scia'new (Beecher Bay) 

 

 
 

First Nations: 

 

WJOȽEȽP (Tsartlip) 

SȾÁUTW (Tsawout) 

BOḰEĆEN (Pauquachin) 

WSIḴEM (Tseycum) 

 

Scia'new (Beecher Bay) 

 

Songhees  

Esquimalt 

 

T’Sou-ke (Sooke) 

 

MÁLEXEȽ or Me'luxulh 

(Malahat) 

 

Lummi Nation  

(Bellingham, WA) 

 

SEMYOME (Semiahmoo) 

North Straits Salish 

 

 

 

WSÁNEĆ (Saanich) 

Nation 

 

 

 

 

Lkwungen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dialects: 

 

  

 SENĆOŦEN 

 

 

 

 

Lkwungen  

 

 

T’Sou-ke 

 

Malchosen 

 

 

WLEMIĆOŦEN 

 

 

WSEMIYOMEW 
 

 


