
1Passion/Palm Sunday A April 5, 2020

St. Matthew Anglican Church
St. Thomas Anglican Church

Home Prayers
A Form of Prayer for Groups or Families

Passion/Palm Sunday
A candle or candles placed on the table or in the worship area may be lit. A plain cross by the
candle on the table is appropriate. 

Christ became obedient unto death for us, Even death upon a cross. HE WAS PIERCED FOR OUR

SINS, BRUISED FOR NO FAULT BUT OURS. 

His punishment has won our peace, and by his wounds we are healed.  WORTHY IS THE LAMB

THAT WAS SLAIN TO RECEIVE POWER AND RICHES AND WISDOM, STRENGTH, HONOUR, GLORY AND

PRAISE.  AMEN.

Almighty God, by the suffering of your Son you have brought hope to the whole world. Help us
in our trials and be the strength of our human weakness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Ride On, Ride On In Majesty  CP 182

Ride on, ride on in majesty;
Hark! all the tribes Hosanna cry.
O Saviour meek, pursue thy road
With palms and scattered garments strowed.
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Ride on, ride on in majesty;
In lowly pomp, ride on to die.
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin
O'er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on, ride on in majesty;
The angel squadrons of the sky
Look down with sad and wondering eyes
To see the approaching sacrifice.

Ride on, ride on in majesty;
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh.
The Father on the sapphire throne
Expects his own anointed Son.

Ride on, ride on in majesty;
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
Bow thy meek head to mortal pain;
Then take, O God, thy power and reign.

The Collect

Holy and immortal God, AS WE ENTER INTO THIS HOLY WEEK TURN OUR HEARTS TO JERUSALEM, SO

THAT, UNITED WITH CHRIST AND ALL THE FAITHFUL, WE MAY ENTER THE CITY NOT MADE WITH HANDS,
YOUR PROMISED REALM OF JUSTICE AND PEACE, ETERNAL FROM AGE TO AGE.  AMEN.

Trisagion (sung x3) CP 707
HOLY GOD, HOLY AND MIGHTY, HOLY IMMORTAL ONE, 

HAVE MERCY UPON US.

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading: Ralph Hooper Isaiah 50:4-9a

A reading from the book of Isaiah,

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  I gave my
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide
my face from insult and spitting.

The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
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Hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to us today: WITH YOUR HELP, O LORD, WE WILL LISTEN

AND LIVE!

Psalm 31:9-16     Ralph Hooper

9  Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also
my throat and my belly.

10  FOR MY LIFE IS WASTED WITH GRIEF, AND MY YEARS WITH SIGHING; MY STRENGTH FAILS ME

BECAUSE OF AFFLICTION, AND MY BONES ARE CONSUMED.

11  I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbours, a dismay to those
of my acquaintance; when they see me in the street they avoid me.

12  I AM FORGOTTEN LIKE A CORPSE, OUT OF MIND; I AM AS USELESS AS A BROKEN POT.

13  For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their heads
together against me; they plot to take my life.

14  BUT AS FOR ME, I HAVE TRUSTED IN YOU, O LORD. I HAVE SAID, “YOU ARE MY GOD.”

15  My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who
persecute me.

16  MAKE YOUR FACE TO SHINE UPON YOUR SERVANT, AND IN YOUR LOVING-KINDNESS SAVE ME.”

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING IS

NOW AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.

Children’s Talk by Fr. Allen

Gospel:     Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne Matthew 26:17-27:60

The Lord be with you: AND ALSO WITH YOU.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS

CHRIST.
On the first of the Days of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Where do
you want us to prepare your Passover meal?”
He said, “Enter the city. Go up to a certain man and say, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near. I
and my disciples plan to celebrate the Passover meal at your house.’” The disciples followed
Jesus’ instructions to the letter, and prepared the Passover meal.
During the meal, Jesus took and blessed the bread, broke it, and gave it to his disciples:
Take, eat. This is my body.
Taking the cup and thanking God, he gave it to them:
Drink this, all of you. This is my blood,
God’s new covenant poured out for many people  for the forgiveness of sins.
“I’ll not be drinking wine from this cup again until that new day when I’ll drink with you in the
kingdom of my Father.”
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Then Jesus went with them to a garden called Gethsemane and told his disciples, “Stay here
while I go over there and pray.” Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he plunged
into an agonizing sorrow. Jesus said, “This sorrow is extremely difficult. Stay here and keep
vigil with me.”
Going a little ahead, he fell on his face, praying, “My Father, if there is any way, get me out of
this. But please, not what I want. You, what do you want?”

When he came back to his disciples, he found them sound asleep. He said to Peter, “Can’t you
stick it out with me a single hour? Stay alert; be in prayer so you don’t wander into temptation
without even knowing you’re in danger. 
When he came back, he found them sound asleep again. They simply couldn’t keep their eyes
open. This time he let them sleep, and went back a third time to pray.
When he came back the third time, he said, “Are you just going to sleep and make a night of it?
My time is up, the Son of Man is about to be handed over to the hands of sinners. Get up! Let’s
get going! My betrayer is here.”

Male Voice - Tyler Evans
The gang of men came at Jesus—grabbed him and roughed him up. 
They led him before Caiaphas the Chief Priest, where the religion scholars and leaders had
assembled. Peter followed at a safe distance until they got to the Chief Priest’s courtyard. Then
he slipped in with the servants, watching to see how things would turn out.

The high priests, conspiring with the Jewish Council, tried to cook up charges against Jesus in
order to sentence him to death. But even though they tried, nothing was believable. Finally two
men came forward with this: “He said, ‘I can tear down this Temple of God and after three days
rebuild it.’”
Caiaphas stood up and said, “What do you have to say to the accusation?”  Jesus kept silent.

All this time, Peter was sitting out in the courtyard. One servant girl came up to him and said,
“You were with Jesus the Galilean.”

Peter denied it saying, “I don’t know what you’re talking about.”
As he moved over toward the gate, someone else said, “This man was with Jesus the
Nazarene.”
Again he denied it, salting his denial with an oath: “I swear, I never laid eyes on the man.”
Shortly after that, some bystanders approached Peter. “You’ve got to be one of them. Your
accent gives you away.”  Peter got really nervous and upset. “I don’t know the man!”

Just then a rooster crowed. Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the rooster crows,
you will deny me three times.” He went out and cried and cried and cried.

In the first light of dawn, the high priests and religious leaders met and put the finishing touches
on their plot to kill Jesus. They tied him up and paraded him to Pilate, the governor.
Jesus was placed before the governor, who questioned him: “Are you the ‘King of the Jews’?”
Jesus said, “If you say so.”

But when the accusations from the high priests and religious leaders, he said nothing. Pilate
asked him, “Do you hear that long list of accusations? Aren’t you going to say something?”
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Jesus kept silence—not a word from his mouth. The governor was impressed.

While the court was still in session, Pilate’s wife sent him a message: “Don’t get mixed up in
judging this noble man. I’ve just been through a long and troubled night because of a dream
about him.”
Meanwhile, the high priests and religious leaders had talked the crowd into asking for the
pardon of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. Pilate asked them, “Which of the two do you
want me to pardon?”  They said, “Barabbas!”
“Then what do I do with Jesus, the so-called Christ?” They all shouted, “Nail him to a cross!”
He objected, “But for what crime?” But they yelled all the louder, “Nail him to a cross!”

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere and that a riot was imminent, he took a basin of
water and washed his hands in full sight of the crowd, saying, “I’m washing my hands of
responsibility for this man’s death. From now on, it’s in your hands. You’re judge and jury.”
The crowd answered, “We’ll take the blame, we and our children after us.”
Pilate pardoned Barabbas. He had Jesus whipped, and then handed over for crucifixion.

Male Voice - Rev. David Koe
The soldiers assigned to the governor took Jesus into the governor’s palace. They stripped him
and dressed him in a red toga. They plaited a crown from branches of a thornbush and set it on
his head. They put a stick in his right hand for a scepter and knelt before him in mocking
reverence: “Bravo, King of the Jews!” The soldiers spat on him and hit him on the head with the
stick. When they had finished, they took off the toga and put his own clothes back on him. Then
they proceeded out to the crucifixion.

Along the way they came on a man from Cyrene named Simon and made him carry Jesus’
cross. Arriving at Golgotha, the place they call “Skull Hill,” they offered him a mild painkiller (a
mixture of wine and myrrh), but when he tasted it he wouldn’t drink it.

After the soldiers had finished nailing him to the cross and were waiting for him to die, they
passed the time away by throwing dice for his clothes. Above his head they had posted the
criminal charge against him: this is Jesus, the king of the Jews. Along with him, they also
crucified two criminals, one to his right, the other to his left. 
People passing along the road jeered, shaking their heads: “You bragged that you could tear
down the Temple and then rebuild it in three days—so show us your stuff! Save yourself! If
you’re really God’s Son, come down from that cross!”

The high priests, along with the religious scholars and leaders, were part of the crowd, having a
great time poking fun at him: “He saved others—he can’t save himself! King of Israel, is he?
Then let him get down from that cross. We’ll all become believers then! He was so sure of
God—well, let him rescue his ‘Son’ now—if he wants him! He did claim to be God’s Son, didn’t
he?” Even the two criminals crucified next to him joined in the mockery.

From noon to three, the whole earth was dark. Around mid-afternoon Jesus groaned, crying
loudly, “Eli, Eli, lama Sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned
me?”
Some bystanders who heard him said, “He’s calling for Elijah.” One of them ran and got a
sponge soaked in sour wine and lifted it on a stick so he could drink. The others joked, “Don’t
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be in such a hurry. Let’s see if Elijah comes and saves him.”  But Jesus, again crying out loud,
breathed his last.

Rev. Jennifer
At that moment, the Temple curtain was ripped in two, from top to bottom. There was an
earthquake, and rocks were split in pieces. Tombs were opened up, and many bodies of
believers asleep in their graves were raised. (After Jesus’ resurrection, they left the tombs,
entered the holy city, and appeared to many.)
The captain of the guard and those with him, when they saw the earthquake and everything
else that was happening, were terrified, saying, “This has to be the Son of God!”

Late afternoon, a wealthy man named Joseph from Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus, came.  He
went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate granted his request. Joseph took the body and
wrapped it in clean linens, put it in a new tomb only recently cut into the rock, and rolled a large
stone across the entrance.

The Gospel of Christ.  PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Devotional Fr. Allen Doerksen
(pause for reflections)

My Song Is Love Unknown     CP 184

My song is love unknown, my Savior's love to me;
Love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake
My Lord should take frail flesh, and die?

He came from His blest throne salvation to bestow;
But all made strange, and none the longed-for Christ would know:
But O, my Friend, my Friend indeed,
Who at my need His life did spend.

Sometimes they strew His way, and His sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King:
Then "Crucify!" Is all their breath,
And for His death they thirst and cry.

Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine;
Never was love, dear King, never was grief like Thine!
This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.

Affirmation of Faith

We say together,

HEAR, O ISRAEL, THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE. 
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LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND

WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.
THIS IS THE FIRST AND THE GREAT COMMANDMENT.
THE SECOND IS LIKE IT:
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF. THERE IS NO COMMANDMENT GREATER THAN THESE.

Prayers of the People Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne

In penitence and in thanksgiving for the divine sacrifice of the Passion, let us pray, saying, we
pray to you, Lord:  WE PRAY TO YOU, LORD.

Give true humility to your people, that we might worthily proclaim your sufferings. We pray for
the congregations of St. Matthew and St. Thomas. As you were smitten for us, strengthen us
when we must bear scorn and opposition for your sake.  WE PRAY TO YOU, LORD.

Turn and soften those who take the easy way of avoidance and deception when love, truth,
justice and mercy are demanded. Cleanse the world of corruption that is concealed under a
show of goodness.  WE PRAY TO YOU, LORD.

As the world continues to deal with the COVID-19 outbreak, bring calmness and peace to your
people. Let the healing power of your love spread beyond all boundaries, to every country on
earth.   WE PRAY TO YOU, LORD.

Give us the desire to serve those whose lives touch our own. Let us honour one another for the
sake of him who humbled himself to the Cross for us.  WE PRAY TO YOU, LORD. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from illness or need, for Stella, Lily, Allyson, Fran,
Henry, Ken, JD, Denise, and Amy.  I invite you to name others who are on your mind either
silently or out loud. - pause for prayers.  May they feel, in their suffering, the suffering love of
Christ.  WE PRAY TO YOU, LORD.

We pray for those who have died, for those known to us especially Rev. Art’s wife Gordi, and
for those who have died by the violence of injustice. Give them peace in Christ’s love and raise
them in His glory.  WE PRAY TO YOU, LORD.

Casting our cares and our sins before the feet of Christ, may we have grace to follow him to the
end.  AMEN.

Confession

Let us remember before God our selfish ways, the things we have done wrong, the sorrows we
have caused, the love we have not shown.

Silence for reflection is kept.

MOST MERCIFUL FATHER, FORGIVE US OUR SINS AGAINST YOU AND AGAINST EACH OTHER.
STRENGTHEN US TO OVERCOME OUR WEAKNESSES, THAT WE MAY LIVE IN LOVE 

AS YOU WOULD HAVE US LIVE, FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR.  AMEN.
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Fill our hearts, O God, with your Holy Spirit that we may go forth this day in peace and joy,
serving you eagerly in all we do, for Jesus’ sake. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR KINGDOM COME,
YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. FORGIVE US OUR

SINS AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.
SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL, AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS, NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.

Draw the Circle Wide     CP 418

 Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still.
Let this be our song: No one stands alone.
Standing side by side, draw the circle,

God the still-point of the circle, round whom all creation turns;
Nothing lost, but held forever, in God’s gracious arms.     Refrain

Let our hearts touch far horizons, so encompass great and small;
Let our loving know no borders, faithful to God’s call.    Refrain

Let the dreams we dream be larger, than we’ve ever dreamed before;
Let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door.    Refrain

Conclusion and Dismissal

When your soul whispers of its deepest longings, may you quiet yourself to listen. May you
follow the path of yearning to the One who alone blends the uneven edges into a life of
meaning. May you meet and be united with God and give thanks for the whispers that led you
there.  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN.

Let us go forth in peace.  IN THE NAME OF CHRIST.  AMEN.


