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Worship at Home 

10th May 2020 

 

5th Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 
 

 

  



A candle, symbolising Christ’s presence, is lit. 

 

We Gather 

 

Blessed be the Name of the Lord https://youtu.be/nCpe9P31fBg 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you 

And also with you. 

 

You are a chosen race, 

A royal priesthood, 

A holy nation 

God’s own people, 

In order that you may proclaim the mighty acts 

of him who called you out of darkness 

Into his marvellous light. 

Once you were not a people, 

But now we are God’s people; 

Once you had not received mercy, 

But now we have received mercy. 

1 PETER 2:9-10 

Let us worship God. 

 

Cornerstone https://youtu.be/a3HH__-1Zbs 

Fear Not https://youtu.be/IvR6vrmHcJo 

 

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16 
1In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; 

do not let me ever be put to shame; 

in your righteousness deliver me. 
2Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily. 

Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me. 
3You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 

for your name’s sake lead me and guide me, 
4take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 

for you are my refuge. 
5Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 
15My times are in your hand; 

deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; 

save me in your steadfast love. 

https://youtu.be/nCpe9P31fBg
https://youtu.be/a3HH__-1Zbs
https://youtu.be/IvR6vrmHcJo


PRAYER OF APPROACH AND INVOCATION 

O God of all creation, 

become for us once again 

the solid foundation upon which we build 

our daily lives. 

We gather before you, 

this first day of the week, 

to align our lives to the strong teaching 

and life of Jesus Christ, our Cornerstone. 

Receive our praise and thanksgiving 

as expressions of faith and love. 

We come to you, O Lord, 

as people who desire to learn 

and serve like Christ. 

We are ready to receive your blessing 

and direction today. Amen. 

Based on PSALM 31, 1 PETER 2 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, Lord of the Church, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word and deed: 

we have not loved you with all our heart 

or served you with all our strength; 

we have been blind to the vision of a renewed world 

and deaf to your call to costly discipleship; 

we have been indifferent to the suffering of others 

and unwilling to forgive one another. 

In your mercy, Lord, pardon and restore us, 

that together in the ministry of Christ 

we may serve you with joy all the days of our life. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 

out of darkness into his marvellous light. 10Once you were not a people, but 

now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy. 

1 PETER 2:9-10 

 

The good news, therefore, is this: in Jesus Christ 

We are loved 

We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 



With All I Am https://youtu.be/qZ_-5JplSVg 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you and also with you. 

 

We Listen 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to my feet a light to our path. 

 

ACTS 7:55-60 

Martyr Stephen’s vision of Jesus with God 
55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the 

heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 
57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against 

him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he 

knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said this, he died. 

 

1 PETER 2:2-10 

Christ the Cornerstone 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 

grow into salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 

precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a 

stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not 

be put to shame.” 7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who 

do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very 

head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that 

makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 

destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 10Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy. 

 

JOHN 14:1-14 

Do not let your hearts be troubled 
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my 

Father’s house, there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place 

https://youtu.be/qZ_-5JplSVg


for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 

you may be also. 
4And, you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 

From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, 

show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been 

with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen 

me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 

you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 

then believe me because of the works themselves. 
12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do 

and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 

Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

 

Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

THE HOMILY 

The text for today’s address comes from the gospel of John 14:6. 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 

JOHN 14:16 

 

And the title is ‘Goodbye and Hello’. 

 

Let me begin by talking abut S-C-R-I-P-T-S, which spells scripts. 

Just the other day, in preparation for a medical check-up that I regularly have 

with my doctor; I attended the local hospital to have my blood tests taken. 

Now, do you think I could just walk into the office of the pathology department 

and say to the nurse there, look, ‘I have a medical check-up with my doctor 

next week, so please can you take my blood test, now?” You and I cannot just 

do that. You see, what I need to have with me is a script, or in other words, an 

authorised note, written by my doctor requesting for the blood test to be 

carried out. I had my script with me, which I handed over to the nurse. The 

script contained information such as my doctor’s name, his office/surgery 

address and registration number. It also had on it, my name and address, my 

date of birth, and the type of blood testing that was required, which in this 

case was my glucose and cholesterol levels, among others, as well, was the 

date of when the results were required by my doctor. 

 

Another example is a script for a play, movie or television show. 



The shows that we see on the screen or listen to on the radio, they just haven’t 

come together instantly. The ideas have been formulated by a scriptwriter. A 

scriptwriter’s role is writing and developing his or her ideas with the dialogue, 

describing the surrounds, the emotions in the dialogue and so forth. The cast or 

the actors follow the script in order to carry out and fulfil the scriptwriter’s ideas. 

 

When I was a child, our Sunday School each year would put on a play. Each 

child would have some set words, or a script, which they were expected to 

learn, to say by heart. We would spend countless days and even our holiday 

time practising to ensure each of us knew their lines off by heart, so each scene 

ran smoothly. It was important for each child to keep to the script so that we all 

knew where we were and where we would come in with our scripted dialogue; 

otherwise, it would just be a shambles. I tell you, it was a relief when it was all 

over. 

 

So we have two examples of scripts. One is a doctor’s script. The other is a 

writer’s script. Now, do you recognise a common denominator or something 

which these two scripts have in common? It is this: they both are written by 

someone else for you-or; in my case, they were written for me by others. 

 

Let us ponder on this for a moment, on the idea that we live our lives according 

to a script. You may be thinking about what I’ve just said, and you might be 

thinking to yourself, “Come on, Faama, how on earth can I be living my life 

according to a script?” 

 

We will look at three examples. 

 

First, is self-script – The current COVID-19 situation is a good example to illustrate 

this. Panic buying is a response to the script that you don’t have enough, so, go 

out there, full steam ahead and get in there before everyone else or you will 

have nothing. Before you know it there was a problem of shortages of basic 

items such as toilet paper, sanitisers, canned foods, and as I’ve heard lately, 

baking ingredients and so on. Seeing the empty shelves in the supermarkets 

had a psychological impact on people towards panic buying despite being 

reminded by the authorities there was no shortage-rather that it wasn’t a 

problem of supply, rather it was being able to get the stock to the stores and 

restock the shelves in time. But stores couldn’t keep up because of the panic 

buying that was taking hold on people. 

 

I wonder if you follow the ‘I don’t have enough?’ script. 

 

Second, scripted by other people – This is when we live our lives according to 

the scripts other people have written for us. For example, we are told we are 

not good enough, not intelligent enough, nor beautiful enough and so on. 



When these are told to us consistently, we might eventually succumb and 

believe them to be true. 

 

A good friend confided to me recently an incident when he was 18 years old. 

He was just mucking around, playing around with friends when suddenly one of 

them, out of the blue, told him he was a creep. At first, my friend said that he 

laughed it off, but it troubled him so much that eventually, he believed it. He 

believed he was a creep, he believed he was ugly and that he was never 

good enough and continued to suffer from a severe inferiority complex. As a 

result, he’s found it difficult to form meaningful relationships, especially with 

women. My friend is now going on 60 years of age; however, he said he’s 

masked the pain of those words through destructive behaviour. The pain of 

being called ‘creep’ continues to linger on after all these years because he 

accepted and believed the script that other people have imposed on him. 

 

The following example involves men, but I believe it applies to women as well 

across the board. 

 

In his book, The seasons of a man’s life (New York: Random House, 1978) the 

author Daniel J Levinson, speaks of men at midlife who need to “detribalise.” 

What he means is that a man spends a good part of his life paying his dues 

doing what others expect of him – others being any person, institution, political 

party, church, club, and so on. They dictate the terms of his existence, or, 

provide the script in which others must follow. At some point in his life, he must 

face the question as to whose life he is called to live - the expectations of other 

people or to wake up to what he needs to do to live an authentic life. 

 

Which brings me to the third example, which is what I call God’s script – permit 

me to say a few things about the gospel text set down for today, John 14. 

 

This is known as the Farewell Discourse, or in other words, Jesus’ goodbye story 

to his friends. The goodbye is in the context of Jesus’ impending death on the 

cross. Understandably, the disciples are shocked to hear he is leaving them. 

They don’t fully understand what Jesus really meant and what is waiting for 

him. 

 

I want to pick up on the second part of verse 3 of John 14, which goes ‘I will 

come again and take you to myself’. The disciples may have picked up in that 

line, that the goodbye is not final and that Jesus will come back, he will come 

back to them. There is this goodbye, but there is also this hello thing that’s 

going on here. So, goodbye and hello. I want you to hold onto this thought as 

we continue. 

 

Another interesting line in the text is verse 6. 

 



Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 

JOHN 14:6 

 

This is Jesus’ response to Thomas’ question after he has told the disciples he will 

soon leave them. Jesus’ response is said with confidence and authority: 

‘I am the way, the truth and the life.” You see, uttering these words in the 

manner in which he does shows that Jesus was not beholden to anybody’s 

script, not even the emperor, Caesar. Obviously, as a human being, he would 

have been fearful of what was going to happen to him; nevertheless, despite 

his impending death, he was not going to follow someone else’s script. He 

would be obedient to God. In the gospel of Luke 22, prior to his execution, 

Jesus prays to his Father these words: “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 

from me; yet, not my will but ours be yours be done”. 

LUKE 22:42 

Not my will but the will of you, God, my Father. Jesus is saying it is God’s script 

that he would freely choose to follow. It is interesting that in the text from John 

14, the word ‘Father’ in relation to God, is mentioned thirteen times, which 

attests to Jesus’ obedience to the will of the Father. 

 

Friends, what does all this have to do with us? Well, two things. 

 

First, is that it is possible to kiss and say goodbye to the scripts, the false scripts, 

that we have followed and believed about ourselves. These scripts have been 

imposed on us by our culture and society. They also have been imposed on us 

by other people. As we say goodbye to these false scripts, we can say hello to 

the new reality that Jesus embraces us with. The Psalmist reminds us of this: 

 
5Into your hand, I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful 

God. 

PSALM 31:5 

 

‘You have redeemed me’. There is that word redeemed. It speaks of 

deliverance, renewal, optimism, potential, opportunity, among others. 

 

Second, through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, we are redeemed from the 

false scripts we have lived our lives by. The apostle Peter reveals the result of 

redeeming love as well as the purpose, or in the context of what we have 

explored today, the script for our lives in his letter to the dispersed Christian 

community following massive oppression and persecution they have suffered 

because of their faith: 

 
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 

out of darkness into his marvellous light. 10Once you were not a people, but 



now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy. 

1 PETER 2:9-10 

 

Friends, know you are loved by God and that you have been redeemed by 

God. 

 

Redemption, mercy, deliverance, renewal, optimism, potential, opportunities 

and more are all at hand. 

 

Believe it and live your life accordingly. 

 

Amen. 

 

Lord, I pray for my friends, that they will experience your love – your love, which 

is so high, so wide and so low – in a fresh and powerful way, liberating and 

freeing them from those false scripts that they have lived their lives by. Sustain 

them and strengthen them to continue on to love you with all their heart, soul 

strength and mind and to love their neighbour as themselves. Amen. 

 

We Respond 

 

Your Will be Done https://youtu.be/8nLXXephYRI 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/8nLXXephYRI


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Take a moment to pray for one or more of the following: 

- countries and nations of the world 

- those who are sick and in need 

- the Church and our congregation 

 

After each prayer, a response may be said such as: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

And in the languages of the nations, we pray as Jesus taught… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to contribute financially to support the ministry and mission of 

the Hoppers Crossing congregation using the following details: 

 

Bank Transfer 

BSB: 013-915 

Account Number: 354 439 707 

Account Name: Hoppers Crossing 

Uniting Church 

Reference: ‘Your SURNAME’ 

Credit Card 

www.HoppersUniting.church/offering 

 

The Creed (This I Believe) https://youtu.be/A-aSmurqrzA 

 

  

http://www.hoppersuniting.church/offering
https://youtu.be/A-aSmurqrzA


We are Sent 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the blessings of the One who is the Way 

be with you in the days to come. 

May God guide our feet wherever we go. 

May the blessings of Jesus who is our Life 

be with you in the days to come. 

May he lead us by the hand to those who are 

our sisters and brothers in need. 

May the blessings of the Spirit of Truth 

be with you in the days to come. 

May we journey with the Spirit to that 

way which is everlasting. 

 

And the blessing of God, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

One Way Jesus https://youtu.be/A7IQvg6VSNI 

 

The service is ended. 
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