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THE KING STOPS & STOOPS 
Text: Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43 

 
Introduction 
 
As Jesus is approaching Jerusalem, to suffer and die, we have an account of him healing a blind man (or 
men).  The record of this is contained in Matthew, Mark and Luke.  There are differences in the three 
witnesses.  For some this proves to be problematic.  They think there is contradiction, therefore, the 
Bible is in error.  For example: 
 
The first problem is that Matthew and Mark record the event as Jesus is leaving Jericho, after the 
salvation of Zacchaeus and Luke records the event as Jesus entering Jericho. Commentators offer 
various explanations.  The most common explanation is that “. . .  there were two Jerichos—an older 
town on the hill, largely in ruins, and the new Herodian town about one mile away (cf. Jos. War IV, 459 
[viii. 3]). In this view Matthew and Mark, under Jewish influence, mention the old town Jesus was 
leaving; Luke the Hellenist refers to the new one, which Jesus is entering. This may well be the 
explanation.”12 
 
A second problem is the number of blind men.  Matthew mentions two. Mark (10:44-52) and Luke 
(18:35-43) mention only one blind man, and in fact, Mark names him: Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46).  This, of 
course, does not prove there is a contradiction.  Matthew, in his Gospel, tends to give fuller descriptions.  
He did the same thing in Chapter 8 regarding the healing of two demon-possessed men, where Mark 
and Luke focus on one.  One of the main responses to such differences in the Gospels is that where we 
see slight differences this will support that these witnesses did not conspire to make up the story. 
 
Combining the three accounts, let me read the story as you listen: 
 
“And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside . . .” 
(Matthew 20:29–30, ESV), “. . . Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. And when he heard 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And many rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”” (Mark 10:46–48, ESV) “And Jesus 
stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.”” (Mark 10:49, 
ESV) “And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” “And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has 

                                                           
1 Expositor's Bible Commentary, The, Pradis CD-ROM:Matthew/Exposition of Matthew/VI. Opposition and Eschatology: The 
Triumph of Grace (19:3-26:5)/A. Narrative (19:3-23:39)/7. Healing two blind men (20:29-34), Book Version: 4.0.2 
2 “The Roman city lay about a mile east of Herod’s winter headquarters (also called Jericho) where the wealthy friends of the 
Herodian family lived near the palace and fortress. The healing of the blind man, evidently, took place while Jesus was going 
from one city to the other. Luke’s attention would be on the Herodian city, for his next recorded event, the calling of Zacchaeus, 
took place there.” - Hindson, E. E., & Kroll, W. M. (Eds.). (1994). KJV Bible Commentary (p. 1937). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
Matthew says the healing of the blind men took place as they went out of Jericho (and Mark 10:46 agrees), but Luke 18:35 says 
it was “as he drew near to Jericho.” It is possible that Matthew and Mark refer to the new Jericho, and Luke to the old Jericho 
nearby, or vice versa.” - Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 1864). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/kjvcomm?ref=Bible.Mt20.29-34&off=356&ctx=+were+two+Jerichos.+~The+Roman+city+lay+a
https://ref.ly/logosres/esvsb?ref=BibleESV.Mt20.29&off=263&ctx=the+Great+expanded.+~Matthew+says+the+hea
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made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, 
gave praise to God.” (Luke 18:42–43, ESV) “and followed him on the way.” (Mark 10:52, ESV). 

 
This morning I wish to point out 4 things under these headings: 
#1. Who was it the blind men “saw”? 
#2. The basis of the appeal. 
#3. How this miracle corrects a false idea of the King. 
#4. The Gospel promise. 
 

#1. Who was it the blind men “saw”? 
 
We read, “. . . and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, 
Son of David”” (Matthew 20:30, ESV).  The blind men recognize Jesus as “the Son of David”.  These men 
saw that Jesus was the fulfillment of the promise given to David.  We call this the Davidic Covenant.  
 
“When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and 
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” (2 Samuel 7:12–13, ESV)  
 
So, in summary, the Covenant with David that God promised was that the Messiah (Jesus Christ) would 
come from the lineage of David and the tribe of Judah and would establish a kingdom that would endure 
forever.  How would these blind men recognize that this Jesus was the Son of David? Well there are two 
possibilities: 
 

1. These blind men probably understood that the age of Christ’s kingdom was characterized in 
part by healing to the blind.  We see that Isaiah prophesying of this kingdom, wrote: “In that 
day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the 
blind shall see.” (Isaiah 29:18, ESV). When John the Baptist was questioning if this Jesus was 
really the promised Son of David, Jesus responded to him this way: “And he answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news 
preached to them.” (Luke 7:22, ESV). 
 

2. These blind men may have experienced the illuminating work of the Spirit.  Remember when 
Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do men say that I am?”  Peter gave the right answer: “Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”” (Matthew 16:16, ESV) And then 
Jesus said, “And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 16:17, ESV)  

 
Whatever the case whether by Scriptural prophecy or Divine illumination, these men realized that the 
man passing by was the promised Davidic king, the Messiah. 

 

#2. The basis of the appeal. 



Pastor Jim MacLellan March 11, 2018 Page 3 
 
 
 

  
Elk Point Baptist Church 

Easter Series 2018 Box 298, Elk Point Alberta T0A 1A0 780 724-4194 
 
 
 

 
Notice the ground upon which they cried.  ““Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”3  These men 
realized that if Jesus was to respond, it would not be on the basis of their own merit or credentials; it 
would not be on the basis that he had to.  He was not under obligation.  There was only one basis upon 
which to approach Jesus: mercy. 
 
Jesus would not have been unjust if he passed by them.  He would not have been unfair if he had 
ignored them and even if he had chosen to heal someone else. He would have been completely 
righteous to keep going.  The only basis that he might heal is the basis of mercy.  Biblically as it applies to 
God, mercy is simply compassion because God wants to, not because he has to.  And it is always 
directed toward people who don’t deserve it. 
You will remember that Jesus told the story of a Pharisee and a Tax-collector that went to the Temple to 
pray.  Of the latter, he said, “But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to 
his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted.”” (Luke 18:13–14, ESV). 
 
Faith asking for mercy is the only basis that God responds.  When David sinned so heinously before God, 
he prayed, “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions.” (Psalm 51:1, ESV).    
  
Upon recognizing that this Jesus was the promised King who came to establish a kingdom, the blind men 
cried out to him for mercy.   
 
 

#3. How this miracle corrects a false idea of the King. 
 
Certainly, the blind men were correct as they “saw” before themselves King Jesus.  But the actions of 
Christ correct us from false assumptions about this kingdom.  This story dismisses the notion that our 
King, sits on a pedestal, exalted above all things and is unapproachable and insensitive to his subjects. In 
theology we say that God is transcendent, but he is also immanent. He is the exalted King of kings who 
dwells with the broken and the humble. 
 
When the men cried to our Lord we read that “The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent.”4 This 
was a severe reprimand.  The Greek word often carries with it a penalty.  “You be quiet or else,” is the 
sense.   And it wasn’t just one person.  “Many rebuked them”.   
 
We don’t know why the crowd didn’t want the blind men to bother Jesus, but this we do know, King 
Jesus is willing to stop and stoop to those who call on him, in faith.  The popular idea may have been 
that these blind men are too insignificant for Jesus to pay any attention to. Historical and cultural 

                                                           
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Mt 20:31). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Mt 20:31). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Mt20.31&off=89&ctx=ed+out+all+the+more%2c~+%E2%80%9CLord%2c+have+mercy+o
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Mt20.31&off=4&ctx=%EF%BB%BFSon+of+David!%E2%80%9D+31%C2%A0%E2%80%A2~The+crowd+p%EF%BB%BFrebuked+
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records show that blind people were very common in that day. None of them could work so they were 
also poor and had to be supported by their families. Near Jericho there was a special balsam bush that 
the people used to treat blindness, so that meant there were many blind people in that area. One 
author said that these blind men were literally two out of hundreds.  
 
The crowd thought that they should be quiet and leave Jesus alone.  Not so in the Kingdom of God. As 
Paul would say later: “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so 
that no human being might boast in the presence of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:26–29, ESV) 
 
The Kingdom of God is made up of very insignificant people, broken and bruised, whom the King of kings 
stopped and stooped to heal – not from physical blindness, per se, but the deadly spiritual blindness.  
 

#4. The Gospel promise 

 
These events are so encouraging.  Notice again the words: “And Jesus stopped and “said, “Call him.” And 
they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.”” (Mark 10:49, ESV) “And 
he commanded him to be brought to him . . .” (Luke 18:40a, ESV).  Here’s the promise: 
 
When people call upon the Lord, in faith, they soon find that He is calling them! 
 
Here is an aspect to the Gospel that is so encouraging.  We read, “For “everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved”” (Romans 10:13, ESV). When someone "calls upon the name of the Lord" in 
order to be saved, it means he or she is putting hope and trust in God himself, the true God, the real 
God – the God who reveals himself in the Bible.  The phrase "call upon the name of the Lord" is from 
the Old Testament5.   In its Old Testament context, it deals with the worship, adoration, and prayer to 
the only true God.  So we not just talking about empty words or phrases.  We are not just talking about 
reciting a mantra that God has to respond to.  We are talking about people who are surrendering 
themselves to the only true God and his Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Let us take comfort that “everyone” meaning everyone who calls upon the Lord will be saved.   The 
word saved includes 3 biblical tenses.  In short, to be saved means: 
 

A. To be fully justified by the righteousness of Christ, by faith alone, for eternity in a moment of 
time. 

B. To be conformed in the process of time, to rid oneself of indwelling sin and to be changed into 
the likeness of Christ in holiness; and 

C. To be finally and fully glorified in eternal perfection. 
 

                                                           
5 It is found in Gen. 4:26; Gen. 13:4; Gen. 12:8; 1 Kings 18:24; 2 Kings 5:11; Psalm 116:4; Joel 2:32; Zech. 3:9; etc.  
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Here is the wonder and grace of the Gospel promise:  All who call upon the name of the Lord will be 
saved.  But there’s more, and we see it so well in this story:  All who call upon the name of the Lord 
realize that the Lord is calling them.  Notice what Mark writes, 
 
“Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.”6  Isn’t that blessed?   As a person calls out in faith to Jesus they 
soon learn that Jesus is calling them.  Notice what Peter says in his sermon at Pentecost, “And it shall 
come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” (Acts 2:21, ESV).  Peter 
quotes from Joel.  What does Joel say, “And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of 
the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD 
has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls.” (Joel 2:32, ESV).    
 

Application 
 
Perhaps there is someone here today and you’ve been thinking, “I’m not very important in God’s 
kingdom; I’m not very significant; I’m just a poor, blind beggar that in simple faith called out to God.”  
Well, Beloved, when you called out to him, he was calling you—and if the King has called you, there is 
nothing in this world that can compare.  
 
When King George VI and the queen visited Washington, DC, a state dinner was given in their honor. 
Chief Whitefeather, a Native American Indian, began the program by singing the British anthem. After 
the applause the chief sang, to the surprise of those present, this hymn7: 
 

Verse 1 
I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold 
I'd rather be His than have riches untold 
I'd rather have Jesus than houses or lands 
I'd rather be led by His nail-pierced hand 
 
Chorus  
Than to be the king of a vast domain 
And be held in sin's dread sway 
I'd rather have Jesus than anything 
This world affords today 
 
Verse 2 
I'd rather have Jesus than men's applause 
I'd rather be faithful to His dear cause 
I'd rather have Jesus than worldwide fame 
I'd rather be true to His holy name 
 
 
Verse 3 

                                                           
6 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Mk 10:49). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 
7 George Beverly Shea | Rhea F. Miller, © Words: Public Domain, Music: 1939. Renewed 1966 Word Music, LLC (Admin. by WB 

Music Corp.) 
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He's fairer than lilies of rarest bloom 
He's sweeter than honey from out the comb 
He's all that my hungering spirit needs 
I'd rather have Jesus and let Him lead 

 
Later in the evening, the chief sat near the king and queen. Tactfully he asked the queen, Do you believe 
on Jesus? The queen replied graciously, He is the Possessor of my heart, and of my husband’s also! The 
king, smiling, added, I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold! 
 
I wonder if God is speaking to someone hear today?  Your mind and affections have been strangely 
warmed to the wonder of King Jesus who stops and stoops to sinners like us.  I wonder if you sense that 
your will is being set free to give your life to Him.  All who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.  
That’s his promise.   
 


