
 

 
 

 

 
               Sermon Outline 
 
Key Scripture 
With the tongue we praise our Lord 
and Father, and with it we curse 
human beings, who have been 
made in God’s likeness. Out of the 
same mouth come praise and 
cursing. My brothers and sisters, 
this should not be.  
                                James 3:9-10  
 

With God’s help we will learn to 
control our words  

1. Words have more power than 
we realize 

 
When we put bits into the mouths 
of horses to make them obey us, 
we can turn the whole animal.                                    
                                   James 3:3                             

2. Words have power to destroy  

The tongue also is a fire, a world of 
evil among the parts of the body. It 
corrupts the whole body, sets the 
whole course of one’s life on fire, 
and is itself set on fire by hell.            
                                   James 3:6 
 
3. Words have power to build up 
 
Can both fresh water and salt 
water flow from the same spring? 
Can a fig tree bear olives, or a 
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a 
salt spring produce fresh water. 
                               James 3:11-12 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Thought 

Little things can make a big difference. James opens his third 
chapter with much needed teaching concerning the tongue and 
speech. Our words have power. This topic is mentioned in all five 
chapters of James (James 1:19, 26; 2:12; 3:1-12; 4:11; 5:12). Our 
words can cause new life or cause destruction. With God’s help, 
we can learn to control our speech. 

For personal reflection or group discussion. 
 

• Why would James want fewer people teaching in the 
church? Don’t we want more people being equipped to 
teach?  

• Was there ever a time when you wished you could take 
back your words?  

• In what situations do you find your speech most out of 
character with who you really are?  

Questions to go deeper in your faith.  

Following Tuesday’s presidential debate, both candidates were 
criticized for their interruptions, name-calling, and disrespectful 
words. What does this tell us about the power of words?  

Read the following verses: Proverbs 18:12, Matthew 12:36-37, 
James 1:26, Ephesians 4:29. What strikes you from these? 

Next Steps 

• James 3:8 pictures the tongue as a recoiled snake waiting 
to lash out. Was there a recent time you lashed out with 
your tongue? Why? How can you avoid doing so next 
time?  

• How many times do you see reference to speaking/ the 
tongue/ the mouth in James 3:1-12? Why might that be 
important?  
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