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O Lord You Called Us Too…. 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Je-

sus Christ. 

 

It is Day 4 as Intentional Interim Pastor with you at LCOS. Some 

of you will know me well and perhaps even have stories to tell 

that are best not shared. (Thanks!) Others may remember me 

as Julianne Koivisto, Minister of Faith in Life (VBS, Small 

Groups, Confirmation, and visitation) from the early 1990’s to 

2000, the interim after Pastor Bill Roesler retired, or as one 

child at the time called me “the big haired lady.” 

My faith journey and life have continued with trials, challenges, 

hopes, celebrations, moments of joy and God’s ever-present 

Spirit, nudging me, poking me and even pushing me into a clos-

er, deeper relationship with Jesus and with the Christian com-

munity.  

Part way through seminary, Dr, Craig Van Gelder challenged my class to join God in God’s work of restoration, rec-

onciliation, re-creation, and redemption of the world and all in it. This intention to join in the misseo Dei – God’s 

mission - was at the least a paradigm change and at a deep level, an opportunity to reflect on our biases, attitudes 

toward and beliefs about others, particularly those who are different than we are. (More about reciprocal relation-

ships with the neighbourhood later). 

It gave the command love your neighbour a different perspective. This idea of joining in what God is already doing 

touch me deeply and since then my ordained ministry has centred around encouraging and equipping the church 

into this adventure. Some would say – Missional Formation - oh that is just a new program, but that is far from the 

truth.  

This is my daily prayer: 

“Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrod-

den, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 

your hand is leading and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Eric Milner-White, Daily Prayer, 

1956) 

So, what can you expect over the next two years, as the congregation prepares to call a new pastor? Many ah ha 

moments, stories of God at work, challenges both personal and corporate, fun, laughter, inspiration, growth, all 

gifted to us by the Holy Spirit.  

In addition to the normal pastoral duties, the Board has asked me to focus on encouraging and equipping, man-

agement of staff and ministries, moving forward with missional formation and walking with the congregation 

through their grief.  

My prayer for us today is, Lord Jesus, give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only 

that your hand is leading and your love supporting us.  

Pastor Julianne 



Shoe Box Work Bee—Nov 17th 

 

 

Nov 4—Sewing kit prep!  Why sewing kits?  The kits provide an opportunity for girls in 

third world countries to gain valuable employment skills. We will be putting these togeth-

er between the Services and after the 11 am Service if necessary.     

 

 

  

Nov 17— Work bee:  If you have items you have purchased for either the Operation 

Christmas Child Shoeboxes or the We Care sewing kits please let Jaqui Anderson know.  

She can be reached at 403-453-4071.  For the work bee we are still needing balls, 

small toys and stuffed animals for girls and boys.  These items can now be dropped off.    

 

 

 

Questions?  If you have purchased items, want to volunteer at the work bee, or help with 

the lunch please contact Jaqui Anderson or Katharine in the office.   

  



Pastor Lee’s retirement and years of ministry was  celebrated with 

heartfelt appreciation for his love and care for the congregation. 

While there are a feelings of God speed and good wishes for Pastor 

Lee this is also a time of grief and letting go taking place between 

Pastor Lee and the members of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour.  

 

 It is very natural to want to ask Pastor Lee to come back and pre-

side at special events, such as confirmation, baptisms, weddings 

and funerals; or to continue counselling or home and hospital visita-

tion.   

 

In order not to put any staff or rostered leader, including Pastor Lee in a difficult position we ask that you refrain 

from doing so. Roles are changing and others now must take over the pastoral roles and duties at LCOS.  

 

There are clear boundaries set out for rostered leaders, in terms of pastoral care, in our Synodical by-laws. Accord-

ing to the Synod of Alberta and the Territories By-Laws, Part III, Section 9: 

 

“A minister shall not preach or perform any ministerial act within the parish of another minister  

except at the latter’s request or consent, or visit or perform ministerial acts in a time of a ministeri-

al vacancy, except by invitation of the interim minister or congregational council. “ 

 

When a rostered leader leaves a congregation, there are bonds of affection between the pastor and members of 

the church, which continue to be cherished.  Relationships of friendship may continue but the pastoral relationship 

does not. (Taken from the Call Manual) 

 

If you wish you may contact Pastor Julianne with your questions or concerns or for clarification of this request. 

Call Committee Update 



 

Part of what sets November aside as a special month is Remem-

brance Day. I remember back in elementary school we looked 

forward to the special assembly, because it meant getting out of 

classes! Over the years however, it has come to mean a lot more 

to me. Having brothers in the military makes it a lot more special, 

as well as knowing so many other people who have dedicated 

their lives to serving our country. Rather then it just being one 

day, the attitude of remembrance became something I started to 

focus on for the entire month, and something that I think seeps 

into a little bit of every day now for me, no matter the month.  

Remembrance and reflection are important  actions that we 

need to take as Christians, but also just as people. It is in       re-

membrance and reflection that our hearts grow with love,    ap-

preciation, and gratitude. It is in remembrance and reflection 

that we see the hand of God, even in the trials and pain. It is in 

remembrance and reflection that we are drawn closer together as a country, as a community, and as a family of faith. 

So take some time this month to remember. Remember our troops past and present. Remember the acts of servitude 

that have blessed your life. Remember the many different ways that God has shown He loves you, including your   

freedom.    Remember. 

 

 

 Saturday November 3rd  at 7 pm 

 

Tween Game Night  

 

 Bring your favourite board/card game to this annual 

favourite event. We’ll also have some snacks! 

 

 

 

Saturday November 10th at 6pm  

Youth Pinball  

 

We’ve been invited to Alfred’s place once again for 

another round of pinball fun. He has some incredible 

machines, which equals tons of fun. Parents and 

tweens are invited to join the event as well. Please 

sign up by Sunday November 4th. 

 

Youth & Children Ministry 



Sunday November 11th at 4 pm  

Applied Theory Hitmen Game  

 

Time for some hockey! We’ll be heading 

down to the Calgary Hitmen Game at the 

Saddledome, please sign up by Oct. 28th so 

we can arrange carpooling. Cost is 20$, 

please extra for whatever snacks you would 

like to purchase.  

Applied Theory 



 

Friday November 16th at 6 pm  

Family Superhero Night 

 

Come on out for a night of superhero challenges 

from spotting danger, to flying, to saving people! 

Feel free to come dressed as your favourite Super-

hero! 

 

 

 

 

Saturday November 17th at 10 am  

Youth Operation Christmas Child Work bee  

 

For this event, we’ll be joining the rest of the con-

gregation as we pack shoeboxes for Samaritans 

Purse. What better way to get into the Christmas 

spirit! 

 

 

 

 

Saturday November 24th 10 am 

Youth Band  

 

We’re getting closer and closer to our Christmas 

Production date. Join us as we continue to prac-

tice our special songs and carols! 

 

 

 

Youth & Children’s Ministry 



Choir News 

 

We are looking for ways of maintaining a choir program at 

LCOS.  It is becoming harder as choir members leave with-

out new members coming in. In order to keep a viable pro-

gram we need at least three members on each part. Fewer 

than that puts a lot of pressure on someone to attend every 

single Sunday, and the whole idea of being in a choir is to 

sing joyful praise to God, not to instill guilt! 

 

We are looking to bring a choir together to sing a piece of 

seasonal music for advent / Christmas. We will meet with 

interested singers immediately after the 11 am service on 

Nov. 11 (easy to remember – after 11 on the 11th!). We will 

hand out some music and see what level of interest there is 

to see if we can move ahead. We will also look at other rehearsal times so we can prepare for presentation to the 

congregation. 

 

No need to be a professional singer – none of us are! You don’t even need to know how to read music; you can 

learn along with us! Just a love of singing and a commitment to serving the Lord through music.  

If you have questions, talk to Alex or email him at mckayfam@telusplanet.net. We hope to see you there! 

mailto:mckayfam@telusplanet.net


Spiritual Direction 

Are you interested in exploring spiritual direction?  

 

Spiritual direction is a spiritual practice of listening and supporting someone to 

deepen their relationship with God and grow in their spirituality.  The intention is to 

create a space where a person can grow in their openness to perceiving and being 

shaped by God’s presence and activity in their life.  

 

Spiritual direction is a simple, but profound process.  A directee meets monthly with 

a director.  The time begins with a period of immersion in prayer and scripture. Then  

together they listen prayerfully for how God is speaking in scripture and the circum-

stances of life.   

 

For more information about spiritual direction you can visit Rev. Ryan Anderson’s 

website at:  http://transforminggrace.org/spiritual-direction/  or you may contact 

him directly at  engagingtransformation@gmail.com  or call (403) 993-7123 

 

Ryan's training as a spiritual director was received through Fr. Bob Mitchell at Mount Saint Francis. This training 

followed the Franciscan style of spiritual direction. Ryan has also been a recipient of spiritual direction since 1999 

with directors from the communities of  Taizé, St. John the Evangelists and Mount St. Francis. His practice of spiritual 

direction is also shaped by his experience in interfaith and inter-spiritual dialogue as well as his formal theological 

training at the Lutheran Theological Seminary and Harvard Divinity School. Ryan was ordained as a Lutheran Pastor 

in 2007.  

http://transforminggrace.org/spiritual-direction/
mailto:engagingtransformation@gmail.com


Bishop’s Message 

Dear Beloved of God – 

We have just concluded the season of Area Gatherings: Northern (Sept. 28-29 at Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-

herd, Stony Plain in collaboration with St. John Lutheran of Golden Spike, Spruce Grove and St. Matthew, Spruce 

Grove), Southwestern (Oct. 13 at First Lutheran, Calgary), Southern (Oct. 13 at Spirit of Grace Lutheran, Brooks via 

video report and telephone Q&A) and East and West Central (Oct 20 at Zion Lutheran, Bashaw). 

Thank you to the Area Leadership Teams for your preparation for and planning of the Area Gatherings. I value these 

times when we have the opportunity to gather together as God’s people for worship, learning, conversation and feast-

ing. 

This year we gathered under the theme: “Faith, Hope and Love” which was an extension of our Synod Convention 

theme and conversation from I Cor. 13. For our Dwelling in the Word we spent time together considering the text of I 

Thess. 1:2-3: We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering be-

fore our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Participants shared in part of the need to see ourselves as “we”, as community together; conversation centered 

around how a spirit of gratefulness might impact our faith community and neighborhood; and of the work of faith and 

labor of love and steadfastness of hope which they see. 

Then most gatherings viewed a brief video (The Synod Convention Interview – All Questions) prepared during the Syn-

od Convention around faith, hope and love. These videos and a summary (all questions) video are available on our 

synod website for your use: albertasynod.ca/convention/area-gatherings/area-ga… 

Much of the rest of our time was spent in conversation around how we might work collaboratively within our Areas and 

across our Synod in faith, hope and love. 

I look forward in the next couple of months to meet 

with each Area Leadership Team for further conver-

sation, listening and discernment together as we 

move forward always giving thanks…constantly re-

membering before our God and Father your work of 

faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In Christ Jesus – 

Shalom, 

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

 “The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 

http://albertasynod.ca/convention/area-gatherings/area-gathering-videos/


First Aid Training on November 3rd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 3rd Schedule: 

• · 9:00 am until 1:00 pm – CPR Training for child and adult 

• · 1:00 to 1:30 pm – Lunch break and those only taking CPR training depart 

• · 1:30 to 2:30 pm - Emergency First Aid Training 

• · 2:30 to 3:00 pm - Break and those taking part in Emergency First Aid Training depart  

• · 3:00 to 5:00 pm - Standard First Aid Training 

  

Note on Standard First Aid:  Prior to November 3rd all those taking the Standard First Aid will be required to complete 

an online training component.  Depending on knowledge and speed of learning it will take 3 to 6 hours to complete. 

  

Contact Katharine in the office for more details. 



 

Do you have an interest not  

represented by our small groups?   

Couples Night Out?  

Parenting Group?  Gardening?    

Would you like support in investigat-

ing starting a  small group?  If so, 

give the office a call! 

Are you the parent/caregiver of a 

child with a disability?   

Are you looking for a small group to 

provide prayer and  

a loving community of support?  

  

This group would not be disability  

specific but instead be focused on 

forming a Christian Community of 

Support.   

Small Groups—New 





Live Courageously 

“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treas-

ure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.” – 1 Timothy 6:18-19 

Dear Friends and Members of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour: 

Live Courageously, based on 1 Timothy 6:18-19, is the theme for our congregation’s stewardship emphasis this year.  

This theme is particularly appropriate as we focus on deepening our understanding of stewardship as a spiritual disci-

pline, and we consider where God is leading us as a generous faith community. 

 

During our emphasis on Sunday mornings we will think about our faith, our passions, and our roles as God’s generous 

stewards.  As we increase our understanding of God’s blessings and our church’s mission, we will see more clearly 

how our participation and support can make a difference in the congregation and beyond. 

 

On November 25th – our Commitment Sunday – each household 

will be asked to consider their blessings and voluntarily make a re-

sponse. This is a symbol of our individual and collective witness to 

Christ’s presence in our lives.  We look forward to your participation 

as we explore our calling to be a generous and servant church. 

 

In Christ’s service,  

Cliff Blumhagen 

Financial Secretary 



Get on PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) at LCOS 

 

Did you know that you may give to LCOS via pre-authorized remittance one time per month from your bank or credit union 

chequing account?  This program is like any other pre-authorized debit program and is called the PAR (Pre-Authorized Re-

mittance) program. Debits will be drawn from accounts on the 20th of each month. Whenever the 20th falls on a weekend 

or holiday, the debits will be drawn on the first business day following the 20th.  Donations via the PAR program will be 

recorded on quarterly statements and year-end tax receipts along with all other giving. 

 

Amounts from PAR can be directed to: 

1)  The LCOS general budget 

2)  Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) 

3)  Capital Maintenance 

You can give additional amounts and to other purposes via your regular donation envelopes.   

The minimum amount to give via this program is a total of $50.00 per month. 

 

You can sign up, make banking or donation amount changes, or withdraw from the program at any time. These changes 

will be effective the month following the submission of the change. Forms are available to process these changes. The pro-

gram is administered by the Financial Secretary. Authorization forms are available in the Place of Welcome. 

 

Internet e-transfers & PayPal are also available! 

To make a one time or recurring email transfer simply send donations to donate@oursaviourchurch.ca.    Please include either 

your envelope number or your name and address in the email so that we can give you a proper receipt at the year’s end.  

Financials 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca


Financial 

 

CATEGORY FUND 2018 2017 

  General $24,767.00 $23,424.10 

  Loose $416.70 $351.40 

Budgeted Giving TOTAL $25,183.70 $23,775.50 

 CLWR $385.00   

 LTS Theological Seminary $35.00   

 Samaritan's Purse $30.00   

 Refugee Mission $45.00   

 Refugee Mission-Cross $510.00   

 Youth Funds $625.00   

 Capital Maintenance $20.00   

 Canada Lutheran Subscriptions $19.11   

Designated Giving TOTAL $1,669.11 $1,760.00 

 Cost Recovery $1,026.00   

 Youth Funds $30.00   

Non-Receiptable / Credit TOTAL $1,056.00 $65.00 

 Hot Dog Sunday $128.40   

 Rentals $527.00   

Other Income TOTAL $655.40 $255.10 

TOTAL  $28,564.21 $25,855.60 

    

Number of Sundays  5 4 

Average Attendance  148 175 

    

Pre-Authorized (PAR) giving (included in totals above):   

 # participants 18 21 

 General $3,984.00 $4,269.00 

 Capital Maintenance $20.00 $20.00 

 CLWR $255.00 $205.00 

    

COMMENTS:    

     

Cliff Blumhagen    

Financial Secretary    



Breakforth Weekend—Group Adventure 

Join us for one weekend where Christ-followers of all generations and all denominational backgrounds from all  

regions of Canada gather to worship one God.   

 

Our cultural landscape is changing. The rate of change is accelerating faster than at any time in history. If the 

church is to speak into this changing reality with the love and grace of Jesus we will need to do so prayerfully, 

strategically, thoughtfully, lovingly and humbly. As One. 

 

Break Forth One is an invitation to come together in unity. It’s an invitation to leaders and the broader church to 

come together for one weekend to dialogue, listen, learn and pray together—to be equipped and empowered—to 

reach our neighbourhoods, cities, and country.   

 

There is an opportunity for a group rate if 10 or more people would like to attend if booked by November 30th.  

There is programming for youth and adults and as such would be appropriate for grade 9 and up.  If you are  

interested in attending Breakforth please contact Jesse or Katharine.  The group rate by November 30th would 

be $179.00 per person including the pre-conference (not including hotel).  For speaker and worship line details  

please check out: 

 

www.breakforthcanada.com 

January 25th to 27th, 2019



December 1st - Youth Band Practice. 

December 1st - Applied Theory—Mall Shopping Hunt. 

December 1st  —Come join us in making Advent corsages and trimming the Christmas trees at 10am.  We 

should be done by noon.  

December 2rd – Congregation Wide Advent Craft 

December 2nd—Hand chime practice. 

December 2rd to December 16th - Donate to the Giving Tree.  This year LCOS is asking for donations of mit-

tens, scarfs, socks and small afghans.  These items will be distributed to Canadian World Relief, the Mus-

tard Seed and other organizations that help those in need.    

December 3rd - Congregation Advent Activity.  All ages are encouraged to join us in the Fellowship Hall for 

this Annual Event.   At the end of the day we will have a Christmas display for the church and an activity for 

families to take home.   

December 3rd - Ladies Potluck - Last year’s secret prayer partner will be revealed and  a new one chosen for 

those wishing to participate.  Come and have a relaxing evening among old and new friends. 

December 4th – Games Group Christmas Party. 

December 7th—  Tween Christmas Party. 

December 8th – Youth Ski-trip 

December 9th—  Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal. 

December 9h  -    An evening of caroling and dessert potluck. 

December 14th – Family Christmas Movie Night.   

December 14th – Movie Lovers Christmas Party. 

December 15th – Christmas Café. The entire congregation is invited to attend as the Youth host. 

December 16th - Family Christmas Pageant at the 11 AM Service. 

December 16th - Potluck following the Christmas Pageant.  A-M brings a main, N-Z brings a salad or dessert.   

December 16th - Deadline to contribute to the Poinsettia fund for decorating the Altar on Christmas Eve. 

December 23rd - Service of Remembrance & Healing.   The holiday season can be difficult for those missing 

loved ones.  Join us this evening for a service to remember loved ones lost. 

December 24th - Candlelight Worship Services at 4:00, 6:00 and 8:00 pm.  

December 25th - No Worship Service this day. 

December 30th - One Worship Service this day at 11:00 am. 

December 30s h- Last day to donate and receive a 2018 tax receipt.   

  

The office will be closed at 1 pm on December 21st and re-open January 2nd at 9 am.  Emails and Phone 

messages will be checked intermittently during this time.  If there is an emergency please contact the staff 

via their personal cell phones.   



November 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
7:00 Altar Care 

2 
 

3 
6:30 Breakfast 
at the Seed 
8:30  50 Plus 
Exercise 
9:00 First Aid 
7:00 Tween 

4 Communion Sunday 
Time Change 
 
9:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Adult Study 
10:00 Young Explorers 
10:00 The Experiment 
11:00 Worship Service 
6:30 Hand chimes 

5 
 
1:00 Memory 
Plus 
7:00 Al-anon 
7:00 Fireside 
7:30 Bees of 
Rainbow Falls 

6 
 
1:00 Games Group 

7 
 
9:30 Experiencing God 
11:00 Acadia Lunch  
7:00  Al-anon 
8:30 11 AM Praise Team 
 
 

8 
 
7:00 RATS 

9 
 
7:00 Movie 
Lovers 

10 
 
8:30 50 Plus 
Exercise Class 
 
7:00 Youth 
Event 

11 
Remembrance Day 
9:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Young Explorers 
10:00 The Experiment 
10:00 Adult Bible Study 
11:00 Worship Service 
Noon  Choir Pracitce 
6:00 Applied Theory 
Sandwich Sunday 
 

12 
 
Office Closed 
 
7:30 Bees of 
Rainbow Falls 
Study Group 

13 
 
10:00 Book Club 
7:00 Today’s Pilgrims 
 
 
 

14 
 
9:30 Experiencing God 
11:00 Acadia Lunch  
7:00  Al-anon 
8:30 11 AM Praise Team 
 
 
 

15 
 
7:15 Flock 
Care 

16 
 
6:00 Family 
Event—
Superheroes 

17 
 
10:00 Shoe-
box Work bee 

18 Communion Sunday 
9:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Adult Study 
10:00 Young Explorers 
10:00 The Experiment 
11:00 Worship Service 
6:30 Hand chimes 
Last day to drop off 
Shoeboxes 

19 
 
1:00 Memory 
Plus 
7:00 Fireside 
7:30 Bees of 
Rainbow Falls 
Study Group 

20 
 
1:00 Games Group 
7:00 Church Board 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
9:30 Experiencing God 
11:00 Acadia Lunch  
7:00  Al-anon 
8:30 11 AM Praise Team 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 
8:30 50 Plus 
Exercise Class 
 
10:00 Youth 
Band 

25 
Commitment Sunday 
Communion Sunday 
9:00 Worship Service 
10:00 Adult Study 
10:00 Young Explorers 
10:00 The Experiment 
11:00 Worship Service 
Noon—Hotdog Sunday 
 
 

26 
 
1:00 Memory 
Plus 
7:30 Bees of 
Rainbow Falls 
Study Group 
 
 
 

27 
 
7:00 Today’s Pilgrims 

28 
 
9:30 Experiencing God 
11:00 Acadia Lunch  
7:00  Al-anon 
8:30 11 AM Praise Team 
8:30 Al-anon Book Club 
 
 

29 30  


