Fm(@ Stories

Beginnings 8 EMM@s

Mark 4:26-34



The Seed Tmage

- A favourite topic of Jesus’ parables is
the that of the seed*= the.incredible
potential of expansive life in every,
tiny seed —censidertowering cedars

- Children/youth dte seeds and in this
sense.worthy of eUltivation



The Seed Parailes

In Mark 4 a series of seed parables are
grouped together

1. The soils & seedsparable (Mark 4:1-20)
2. A call to listen attenmtively-(4:24)
3. Seed'growing.secretly parable.(4:26-29)

4. The growth ofithetiny mustard seed
(4:30-32)



Bedinings & Endings

- All the seed parables have to do with
a contrast betweenbeginnings and
endings

- The Ikingdém-of God beginsin
smallness butends infabundance
and fecundity



TheSe
e cretly)




The Kingdon of God. s (e

. A sower scatters seed(v26) and lives
his life trusting¥asthe natural
enrichmeéntfrom the soil, sun‘and
rain\(v27)



&mw(r\@ of (tself’

. 'Automaté’ — automatically (v28a)

» The seed-grows bit bybit untilthe
full'grain 1s'produced



Harvest

- At the appropriate. time the harvest
comes

- The sowergoes-outywith the Siekle to
harvestthe crepoel*3:13)



The Mysterious Kingdon of God

» This parable speaks to the mysterious
quality of God'sskingdom

» The seed’s growith-is-independent of
our effort and design.— Which speaks
to theimiraculous work of Godto

changelives Sitheharvest is-a gift of
God



» This parable highlights two
responses related-to not taking
ourselves to0 Sekiously



Humility

- We participatetathe work but the
miragleisof God



Encawa@em@m

» We are not calléd tesbe anxious over
God’s work

- Like thefarmer we hraveto trustin
God'’s provisigh and capacity to
engender life



I
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The Kingdon of God. s (e

- A tiny mustard seed which grows
into a great shril,— great tree

» Jesus referencesis based on a text
from Ezekiel T



Thus says the Lord God: | myself will take
a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; |

will set it out. | will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs; |
myself will plant it on a high and lofty
mountain. On the mountain height of
Israel | will plant it, in order that it may
produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar.



Under it every kind of bird will live; in
the shade of its branches will nest

winged creatures of every kind.

All the trees of the field shall know that
| am the Lord. | bring low the high tree, |
make high the low tree; | dry up the
green tree and make the dry tree
flourish. | the Lord have spoken; | will

accomplish it. Ezekiel 17:22-24



A Pardile of Hope

. God accomplishes great things from
small beginnings

. Consider Weston Park
—atentng89/
—.a growingichurch 1wyears later



- Live life in trust @andseonfidence in
God’s sustaining power.= personally
and collectively



God's Kingdon is Tnclusionary)

 The birds of the air make nests in its
shade — a clearteference to Ezekiel 17

- |Inviting all people to-find solace in
God'sssaving power

- The'global'natufe of God’s Kingdom
— his love reachesS\Qut to-everyone




C(OsM@.WOrﬂ(s to our
Fomil g eries:




The Surprising Work, of
God's Kingdom

» God shows upwiere-heshows up —
not controlled by dtrkmanagement

- A key word iSimyStery



Tnvitation to Hear

- Pay attention (v24)
» ‘as they were ablegto hear.it’(v33)

- Our responsnblhty ISito Open odur eyes,
ears\and hearis



Discipleship & Obedience
» Hearing = obeying
» Being a learner

» Receiving and aeting-tupon God’s
word

 Shema (Deuteronomy6:4)—"Hear, O
Israel;.\, .”



God's gift of Cirace

- All of the parables are founded upon
God’s gift of grace=God’s overtures
of love, acceptanee forgiveness

- Open up. ourghearts tosreceive God’s
grace



Rooted

» The Seed parables emphasize the
importance of beingirooted in good
Yel|

- We need-totkeepieeding upon Jesus
— ouF soul fo@d «go deep into Jesus
and know his‘abdndant life



