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How we are Present in the Community
Speaking to his ragtag band of followers, Jesus famously said, “You are the salt of the 

earth” (Matthew 5:17). In New Testament times, as in ours, salt was a very useful thing. Aside 
from adding flavour to what might otherwise be bland and tasteless food, it also functioned 
as a preservative, allowing meat to keep for extended periods of time in an era without 
refrigeration. Likewise, we followers of Jesus have been called perform an analogous 
function in the world— bringing the life-giving, life-preserving power of the gospel to the 
broader community around us. Salt, however, is utterly useless if kept  sealed inside of a 
saltshaker. It needs to actually make contact with food in order to have any kind of an effect 
upon it. The same is true for Christians: In order for us to have a of positive impact with the 
world around us, we need to interact with it daily. We cannot remain cloistered within our 
churches.  

With this general philosophy in mind, Jasmine and I have sought to interact as much 
as we possibly can with our neighbours from the broader community. One of the ways we do 
this is by volunteering with community development organizations who are already making 
a difference. For example, throughout the course of this past year (July 2017- July 2018) we 
have offered our volunteer service to the following groups: 

Elementary Literacy Friends Program (ELF) — For the better part of the academic year, 
Terence has volunteered two hours out of each week to support the ELF program. This 
program pairs adults from the community with second graders struggling with literacy. 
During their time together, students and their tutors play word games, read to one another 
and, in general, work on valuable literacy skills such as phonetics and fluency. Terence’s work 
with the ELF program has enabled him to not only help two young readers with their literacy 
skills but have a regular presence the neighbourhood elementary school— Saint John the 
Baptist/ King Edward. 

Pathways to Education— Founded in 2001, Pathways to Education is an organization 
committed to increasing high school graduation rates, especially in high poverty 
neighbourhoods like Saint John’s South End and Waterloo Village. To achieve this goal, 
Pathways offers an after school tutoring program— a program that Terence has been 
volunteering with since January of this year. For two to three hours a week, Terence has been 
helping high school students complete English essays, work on History assignments and 
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even solve math problems. The experience has been very rewarding although a refresher 
course in grade 9  algebra would definitely serve him well.  

The Saint John Multicultural and Newcomers Resource Centre (SJMNRC)— For 
immigrants and refugees, forging a new life in Canada means learning at least one of our two 
official languages. By acquiring a certain level of language proficiency, all sorts of doors are 
opened (e.g., the broadening of social networks, the possibility of further education and, most 

importantly of all, a chance at employment). For this reason, the Saint 
John Multicultural Centre offers several free language classes to 
newcomers. Terence, drawing from past experience of teaching 
English as a Second Language, has been recruited by the SJMNRC to 
teach a class entitled “Speaking and Listening Practices for 
Intermediate ESL Learners” each Wednesday morning. This past year, 
his class consisted of students from Asia and Eastern Europe, Latin 
America and the Middle East. The SJMNRC was even gracious 
enough to award him the 2017 Elizabeth White Volunteer Award.  

The Food Purchasing Club - The struggle to have a healthy diet without breaking the 
bank is common to many households. In an effort to bring costs of fresh produce down, the 
Food Purchasing club bulk orders fresh fruit and vegetables and makes them available for 
$15 for a single reusable bag of produce or $25 for two bags. These orders are offered once a 
month. Jasmine helps pack these orders once a month. Naomi has also been assisting to the 
great entertainment of their fellow volunteers. 

“Street Patrols” - In addition to volunteering with organizations like those listed above, 
we also try our best to be a visible presence in the streets of Saint John’s South End, Uptown 
and Waterloo Village.  On a regular basis, we walk the streets of our neighbourhood, looking 
for opportunities to chat with and befriend new people, especially those who look like they 
may be struggling with mental illness, substance abuse or lack of proper housing.  After 
being at this ministry for four years,  its hard for us to walk more than two city blocks 
without running into two or three of our friends— an interesting little “problem” that has 
made us late for a number of meetings.  
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Community meals - We’ve become regulars at meals that are offered to members of the 
community. It has been great to sit and share a meal with neighbours and friends that we 
often meet on the streets or in the programs we run or volunteer with. We make it a point not 
to volunteer our services at these meals so that we can focus on having conversations with 
those in the room.

Going Deeper with a Few of our Relationships

Throughout the course of our ministry, we have met dozens of people struggling with 
a whole host of complex issues— from substance abuse and mental illness to homelessness 
and lack of employment. Of course, it would be impossible for any one organization— let 
alone the two of us— to solve the problems of all these people. Indeed, in many cases, the 
most that we can do is try to meet the immediate need. However, since July of last year, we 
have managed to go deeper in our relationships with at least three people from the 
neighbourhood.  This means that we have invested greater amounts of our time, energy and 
resources into helping them with their situation— befriending them, journeying with them 
and sharing our lives with them. Since July 2017, we have: 

- Befriended a single mother, providing her with companionship, transportation and 
meals.  

- Journeyed with a middle-aged man currently struggling with alcoholism, connecting 
him with resources in the community and helping him attend weekly A.A. meetings.  

- Provided friendship, volunteer opportunities and referrals to a Canadian Forces 
Veteran struggling with PTSD and other health related issues. 
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This year (July 2017- July 2018), 
we have spent over 400 hours in 

the community, whether present on 
the streets of our neighbourhood or 

volunteering with partner 
organizations.  Terence and Jasmine speaking at community events. 



Introducing The Emmaus Way

Over the past two years, we have designed a program that pairs struggling 
individuals with a team of roughly 4 to 7 helpers. These helpers— over the course a 12 month 
period— are to journey with the struggling person or family, helping them attain certain 
goals and improve their overall quality of life. We call this program the Emmaus Way. The 
title for this program is, as many may have already guessed, inspired by a story from Luke’s 
Gospel.  

Like the two disciples in this story, the members of these support teams are on a 
journey.  They are journeying with a friend from a place of confusion, instability and chaos 
and into a place of potential health and blessing.  And, just as Jesus accompanied Cleopas 
and his friend along the way, so too does he accompany the members of these support teams.  
They may not be able to see him; they may not be aware of his presence but he is there 
nonetheless, offering guidance and correction and teaching.  The hope is this: That at some 
point in time, as the members of these support teams share their lives— literally and 
figuratively breaking bread with one another— their eyes would be opened the spiritual 
presence of Christ in their midst.  
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On the day of his resurrection, two of Jesus’ disciples are journeying on foot  from 
Jerusalem to the nearby village of Emmaus. At this point in the story, they don’t know 
that their Lord has risen. They are still in a state of deep mourning and confusion— 
discussing amongst themselves the tragic events that resulted in the arrest, torture and 
crucifixion of their former teacher and friend. As they walk along the road, however, a 
stranger joins them.  

“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” he asks (Lk. 
24:17).  After explaining who Jesus is and what they did to him, the stranger suddenly 
takes on the role of teacher and instructor. 

“Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, [the stranger] interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures” (24:27). Finally, when they reach 
the outskirts of the village, the two disciples invite their mysterious travelling 
companion to stay with them for the night.  

That evening, as the three sit around the table, the stranger assumes the role of 
host, taking the bread in hand and breaking it. It is then that the eyes of the two 
disciples are opened and they finally begin to perceive who the stranger really is. It is 
the Lord himself! At this moment, he vanishes from sight.  

“Were not our hearts burning within us,” one of them remarks, “while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scripture stop us?” (Lk. 24:32). 



As those of you who are familiar with our ministry know, we ourselves have served 
on one such team over the course of the past year-and-a-half, journeying with our friend, 
Janet (a woman suffering from Parkinson’s Disease). Each month, we meet together to share a 
meal, enjoy conversation and plan the month. Then, as each month progresses, we offer what 
support we can (e.g., transportation to church and Parkinson’s Support Group meetings, 
visitations in hospital, etc.).  

As this year comes to a close, we are on the verge of launching a second Emmaus Way 
Support Group, this time around a single mother with three children, currently seeking to 
find better housing accommodations and meet certain educational goals. We, ourselves, 
would not serve on that team. However, we would offer structure, training and guidance to 
those who are. Our dream would be to multiply such support teams, creating a whole 
network of groups across the province, each journeying on “The Emmaus Way.”  

An Update on our Programs

English Second Language Bible Study
For us the Bible is first and foremost the inspired 

word of God, a witness pointing to the Word made Flesh 
himself, Jesus Christ.  However, it is also a central text of 
western literature that, for centuries, has been used as a 
tool for teaching literacy and language.  Inspired by this 
notion, Terence has recently launched a bible study class 
specifically geared towards our city’s newcomers, most 
of whom are learning English as a second or third language.  Gathering on the second floor of 
Trinity Church each Tuesday evening, the members of this bible study not only get to delve 
into the teachings of the scriptures but practice their conversation skills, hone their use of 
English grammar and expand their vocabulary.  

So far, they have examined texts of the bible that relate to their experience as 
newcomers to this country— from Abraham and Sarah’s journey from Ur to Canaan, to the 
forced migration of Jewish exiles into the diaspora following the destruction of Jerusalem in 
542 BC.  Needless to say, the discussions have been fascinating.  As of now, the class consists 
of roughly eight to ten people, most of whom are from Latin American countries.    Anyone 
learning English as a second language, however, is welcome to attend.  
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Confirmation Class
For those of you who are not familiar with the Catholic, Anglican or Lutheran 

tradition Confirmation is a rite whereby a baptized Christian— typically during early 
adolescents— publicly “confirms” the vows of her baptism— vows that were made on her 
behalf by her parents and Godparents when she was an infant. In order for the confirmation 
candidate to make these vows with any integrity, she needs to undergo what is traditionally 
known as “catechism”— a systematic presentation of the core beliefs of the Christian faith.  
Some of our readers may know this as “confirmation class.”  

Since January of this year, Terence— with the help of his friend Corey Fairbrother— 
has offered a confirmation class to four boys, three of whom live in his neighbourhood. Over 
the course of the past few months, they have received an introduction to the Old Testament, 
learned about Jesus (both who he is and what he did), discussed the doctrine of the Trinity, 
talked about the Holy Spirit and experienced the Holy Spirit in prayer. In April, they even 
had a tour of Saint John’s Shaarei Zedek Synagogue where they saw Torah scrolls, learned 
about the major feast days of the Jewish calendar and heard a couple of prayers in Hebrew.  

Drop-in
Our weekly Drop-in on Thursdays has really become a 

highlight for us. This is mainly thanks to our volunteers and 
community members who show up every week. We play 
games, build puzzles (Thanks Marny and Mary!), eat fresh 
baked muffins (Thank you Brian and Anthea!), play brilliantly 
designed trivia games with prizes (Thanks Rick!), and have a 
chance to chat (thanks everyone!).  

                                                                              Youth Connections
We have been running Youth Connections alongside Inner City 
Youth Ministry and the Vineyard Church for the past 3 years. We are 
thankful for the opportunity to work with Erin Hodge the director 
of Inner city Youth. Youth Connections is a program for students in 
grades 6-12. We always begin with a meal - which is sometimes an 
adventure (pictured above: the pizza challenge featuring halloween 
sprinkles, tacos, and green sugar among other ingredients). The 

meal is followed by an activity or game and closes with a time to chat and reflect on life’s 
deeper things. 

CSJCM - ANNUAL REPORT 2017/18 �7



Learning More
If you are interested in finding out more about Central Saint Community Ministry, we 

have a couple of avenues to offer you. We try to post relevant experiences and what we are 
learning on our blog: penniesandsparrows.org. We also have quarterly newsletters that are 
available through email and mail subscriptions. If you would like to have your name added 
to our distribution list, please let us know by contact us at: jasminechandra@gmail.com or by 
calling (506) 721-8053. Thanks for your interest!

Taking part in the Central Saint John Community Ministry
We are always happy to have volunteers come along side of us. We are specifically 

looking people who are willing to help on our Emmaus way teams. Feel free to contact us to 
find out more. 

We really value prayer and we see the result of prayer in the interactions we have and 
the encouragement we feel. We thank those who have committed to pray for us and if you 
have been interested enough to read through this report, then you probably are interested 
enough to put us on your prayer lists or just keep us in mind when you’re talking to God. 

We are funded partly by the Diocese of Fredericton with some contributions from Stone 
Church the remaining 65% (about $50,000 a year) we raise through the donations of 
individuals and parishes. If you feel that this ministry is something you would like to 
contribute to, you can do so through the Diocese of Fredericton by specifying that the funds 
are for the Central Saint John Community Ministry. 

For online donations, the Diocese has an account with Canada Helps:                       
https:// www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-diocesan-synod-of-fredricton/. 

Cheques can be mailed to The Anglican Diocese of Fredericton at 115 Church Street, 
Fredericton NB E3B 4C8 or call (506) 459 1801. 

If you already support us financially - THANK YOU!  Thanks to you we have been able 
to meet our financial goals for 2017/18. You have truly made a difference in Central Saint 
John! 

Please continue to pray for us and for the city of Saint John. May the hope of Jesus bring 
light and joy to our neighbourhoods!

Terence and Jasmine Chandra
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