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Considering our Imperfection 



1 Corinthians 1:2–9  
2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those 
sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his 
holy people, together with all those everywhere 
who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—
their Lord and ours: 3 Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 
I always thank my God for you because of his 
grace given you in Christ Jesus 



5 For in him you have been enriched in every 
way—with all kinds of speech and with all 
knowledge—6 God thus confirming our 
testimony about Christ among you. Therefore 
you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly 
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 
He will also keep you firm to the end, so that 
you will be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has called 
you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
 



Corinth: The Perfect New Testament Church 
 



Corinth: The Perfect New Testament Church 
...or was it? 

 



What is the problem with the church? 
 



What is the problem with the church? 
 

I am. 
 



1 Timothy 1:15–16 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But 
for that very reason I was shown mercy so that 
in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his immense patience as an example for 
those who would believe in him and receive 
eternal life 



A Word to Gen-Xer’s and Millennials 



What does God think about the imperfection and 
hypocrisy he sees in the church? 

 
 



1 Corinthians 11:29–32  
...That is why many among you are weak and 
sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 
But if we were more discerning with regard to 
ourselves, we would not come under such 
judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we are judged 
in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined 
so that we will not be finally condemned with 
the world.  



Should we care about our reputation? 
 



Should we care about our reputation? 
 

Yes! 
 



1 Corinthians 6:1  
 
1 If any of you has a dispute with another, do 
you dare to take it before the ungodly for 
judgment instead of before the Lord’s people?  



Picture of Muscular and Skeletal System 
 



Should we care about our reputation? 
 

No. 



1 Corinthians 1:21–23 
21 For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not know him, God was 
pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews 
demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 
but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,  



We are missing the point terribly if we do not 
see that a faith which is as definite as the 
Gospel of Christ is now and always will be a 
stone of stumbling and an occasion of offense. 
Because the sharp line is never popular, we are 
foolish to expect it to be so. Those who try to 
follow the narrow way must expect to be part 
of a minority all of their lives. 
     Elton Youngblood 
    



The bottom line for the church is not OUR faithfulness 
to God, but GOD’S faithfulness to us. 


