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Sermon for Trinity 13
Galatians 5:16-24     Psalm 90:14-18    Luke 10:25-37

 Years ago, when the cartoon Peanuts was popular, there was a picture of Charlie Brown’s friend Linus saying, “I love mankind. Its people I can’t stand.”
 It’s easy to say, “Everyone should be treated kindly and fairly.” Easy, that is, until we get into the awkward and messy situations of real life.
 How long does it take us to have second thoughts about stopping to help someone in need, who is right there in front of us? 

 We say to ourselves, “This person needs help, but am I the right person to do it? Don’t they need a trained person, or a doctor, anyone but me? I’m not qualified for this.” We rationalize our way out of helping. We make excuses.
 The Samaritan, who stopped to help a man beaten up, robbed, and left for dead on the roadside, didn’t have any special training. We’re not told he was a doctor. He just saw someone in need, and stopped to help.

 This will happen to us all, sometime or another. Right there in front of us will be someone in need. What do we do?

 Maybe the biggest thing is to stop. Stop what we’re doing, no matter how important, and just help out. No excuses, no second thoughts.

 When we stop to help, we make the other person more important than ourselves. We all have our busy lives, our plans, our priorities. But suddenly the other person is our priority.
 Who knows, maybe God has appointed this moment for us. God may have chosen you to be the one to stop and help.
 You may have heard the saying, “I used to resent the interruptions to my work, until I realized the interruptions ARE my work.”
 We can get so busy with our own agenda that we barely see the other person who needs our help.
 That was the problem with the two religious people, the priest and the Levite, who walked past the assault victim, keeping their hands clean.
 The priest and the Levite were on their way to their jobs in the Temple in Jerusalem. Seriously, they were just doing their jobs by avoiding the injured man. Had they stopped to help, they would have touched something unclean, and couldn’t do their jobs. Those were the rules.
 So what’s more important, keeping the rules, or helping? More than once we’ve heard on the news about someone injured badly right in front of a hospital. Rather than run out to help, hospital rules required the staff inside to call an ambulance to come and assist the patient, just a few yards from the hospital door. Why? Because the hospital staff were just doing their jobs by the book!

 The hospital authorities were embarrassed into changing the rules. Common sense prevailed. The trouble with common sense is that it’s not common enough.
 If the priest and the Levite stopped to help this probably dead man, they would have to break the rules. What about us? Do we have rules that keep us from helping someone? 

 So, we’ve talked about the people who didn’t stop to help. Now, let’s think about the story of the Good Samaritan from a different angle. Let’s look at the victim, the guy left in the ditch. Let’s put ourselves in his shoes, so to speak.

 What about when we ourselves get beaten up, or have a serious medical issue, or run into a life crisis we just can’t handle alone anymore? 

 Who will stop for us and lend a hand? Who has time for us?
 One thing about the robbery victim in Jesus’ story: he couldn’t talk. He was unconscious. 

 When we think about it, there are a lot of people in need who can’t speak up for themselves. Silent suffering is a fact of life.

 We know that mental illness is as serious as physical illness. But often the person suffering from mental or emotional distress can’t or won’t talk about it. Or he or she tries to talk, but no one is listening.

 Life is full of messy and awkward situations we’d rather avoid. What about when WE are the messy and awkward situation that others are avoiding? Who will help us? Jesus doesn’t walk around or avoid the messy lives we lead. He comes to us where we are.

 In the gospels, Jesus stopped and went straight to the most difficult or distressed person in the crowd. He often went to people on the edges of the crowd, the marginal people.
 Jesus went looking for the overlooked, the poor, the crippled, or the blind. He was looking for lost sheep. He said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?”
 And then, as the Son of God, he healed them. He restored them. He gave them their lives back. He SAVED them.

 Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan to answer this question: “Who is my neighbour?” Well, of course, the person in need is my neighbour. The Lord’s command is, “Love thy neighbour.”
 But Jesus ends his story with a question: “Who was a neighbour to the man who was robbed?” 
 The correct answer is, “The one who showed him mercy.” 

The despised Samaritan proves to be a neighbour to the victim. Jesus says, “Go and do likewise.”
 The foreigner did the first aid. The marginal person carried the man to a safe place. The outsider who wasn’t expected to help paid for his medical care. 
 God chooses unlikely people to help. God chooses outsiders for his will to be done. God knows, that might be me or you.
