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Sermon for Sexagesima
2 Corinthians 11:21-31    Ps. 17:6-9    Luke 8:4-15
 Let’s talk about dirt. Whether we call it soil, dirt, or earth, it is essential to living things. 

 If you have ever pushed a shovel into the dirt, and taken a good look, you will know that soil is amazing stuff.
 Good soil for growing things is about one quarter water, one quarter air, over 40 % minerals, and the rest is organic matter like dead plants and microbes. 

 Good soil has to have nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, and smaller amounts of many other things.

 Jesus was not a scientist. He did not talk about nitrogen, and so forth. But he could see what anyone could see: that some soils are great for growing things, and some soils are poor. What Jesus was growing was the kingdom of God.
 Nowadays, we can analyse soils, and add what’s needed to grow things better. Fertilizer adds nitrogen, phosphorus, and so on.
 Soil also has to have room for water and air. That’s why we plough, or turn the soil with a shovel. Loose soil lets a plant get the right amount of what it needs. If soil is too hard, plants can’t get the water and other things they need.
 Well, that’s enough soil science for one day!

 Jesus, as I say, was not a scientist. But he saw how things worked. Good healthy soil gives good crops, poor soil gives poor crops.

 When Jesus talked about a farmer sowing seed, he talked about four kinds of soil. Let’s look at them.
 Some seed fell on a path, in other words on hard, compacted soil. Since it couldn’t take root, it got trampled on, or picked up by hungry birds.
 Some seed fell on rock, where the soil is too thin to retain water. Some seed sprouted, but it dried up and withered.
 Some seed fell on ground that had weeds in it, like thorns and thistles. The weeds competed with the grain seed, and won the battle. The seeds got choked out and died.
 Some seed fell on good soil. Nice and loose, lots of nutrients, the right amount of water, and so God made the crop grow up to a good harvest.
 A hundred grains for one seed! Any farmers standing there listening to Jesus would have said to each other, “Say, that’s an amazing crop! What’s he getting at?”

Then Jesus says, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear!”

 Jesus explains that parables, like this one, are for hearing and understanding what God is up to. Some people listen, and get it, and others don’t.

 The seed is the word of God. It’s the gospel.
 Some people hear the gospel, and right away it gets picked off by the devil. So they don’t believe, and aren’t saved. Those are the ones who are like hard, compacted soil.

 Some people hear the gospel, and really like it at first, but as soon as things become difficult, the gospel dries up in them, and they fall away. These are the ones represented by shallow roots on thin, rocky soil.

 Some people hear the gospel, but weeds compete with the seed. They hear the word of God, but as soon as they have worries or wealth or pleasures, the word gets choked out. The gospel is choked out, so it won’t grow in them.

 Then there is the good soil. These are people who hear the gospel of Jesus Christ, and accept it as God’s word for them, holding it in their hearts, honestly and patiently, and they grow up and produce a harvest for God’s kingdom.
 One thing is clear from Jesus parable: the gospel is something we are told, and we are to listen. Just as the seed is sown, the soil has to take it in.

 Can we change the soil? That is, can we change ourselves? What would look like in our lives to plow up hard, trampled soil? What’s making it hard for the gospel to get heard by us?
 Listen to the prophet Hosea, chapter 10. “Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap steadfast love, break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord that he may come and rain righteousness upon you.” 

 Jesus says the devil snatches away the word from us. The devil will try every trick to keep us from believing in Jesus Christ. What tricks has the devil tried on you lately?

 Can we change from shallow soil to deeper soil? Is there a way to let the gospel take deeper root in us?

 Jesus says that those with shallow roots fall away when testing comes. Do you know when your faith is tested? 

 Few people just quit on Christ in a single day. Most drift slowly away, a little at a time, until they are miles away, and hardly know their way back. Life is full of daily tests of faith. Pressure and mockery are real. Peter betrayed Jesus because a servant girl asked him a few questions. Don’t let testing get to you.
 Wealth is a test. Jesus often tells us that. Prosperity, if that’s all we want out of life, will slowly kill the gospel.  

 If you want a crop, you will have to do some weeding. How long does it take a thistle or a dandelion to grow? In two or three weeks it is already putting out seeds, to grow a hundred or a thousand more of itself. 

 Weeding out sins is a lot easier when they aren’t big. The Anglican practice of confessing our sins, regularly, is like regularly weeding a garden so the good plants will grow. A field clear of weeds is valuable; a field full of weeds is barely worth harvesting.

 At the end of his parable of the sower, Jesus says that the ones who grow the most are the ones where the good seed of the gospel falls in good rich soil. They are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast, let it take deep root, in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.
 Growing in Christ isn’t that complicated. Just let the gospel take root in you, and you will grow.
 God wants to give us increase, for the sake of his kingdom.   

 We will give the last word to Paul, from 2nd Corinthians 9. “He, who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and increase the harvest of your righteousness.”
