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Sermon for Epiphany VI (same as Trinity 25)
I John 3:1-8       Ps. 99:6-9        Matt. 24:23-31
 “Behold what manner of love the Father has given unto us that we should be called the sons of God...Beloved we are God’s sons now, but it does not yet appear what we shall be.” We heard that in our lesson today.
 That’s one of those things about us believers. There is an “already,” and there is a “not yet.” We “already” belong to God as his children when we come to believe in his Son Jesus Christ. But God has a long range plan for us. There is a “not yet.” There is plenty more to come, much more.

 Jesus told us about the future. He told us he is coming back. We don’t know the day, and we don’t know the hour. But we do know our Lord will return in glory one day.

 We call this the Second Coming of Christ. It is promised many times in the Bible. It is promised by Jesus himself.

 Knowing Jesus is coming back, how should we live when life is confusing and troubled? How can we sort out true from false? Jesus tells us to stick to our business. Don’t get distracted by upsets and turmoil in the world. Don’t fall for phonies. Especially don’t fall for phony Messiahs.

  Jesus says at Matthew 24, “If anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah,’ or, ‘there he is,’ don’t believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones. See, I have warned you ahead of time.”  

 Jesus warns us not to run after false Christs and false prophets. What does that mean? That means there will be people who claim to be sent by God but aren’t. There will be people who use Christ’s name but don’t bring Christ’s message.

 Some people sound sincere, but they’re not. Some people sound religious, but are not real Christian believers.

 In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits.”

 In the first of the seven letters to the churches in the book of Revelation, in chapter 2, the church at Ephesus is told, “You have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them to be false.” It is part of the church’s job to do this. The Holy Spirit guides us into all the Truth and the Holy Spirit will set off quiet alarms when a pretender enters the building.

 From today’s lesson, The First Letter of John, chapter 3, says, “Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this. When people do what is right, it shows that they are righteous, even as Christ is righteous. But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong to the devil, who has been sinning from the beginning. But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil.”

 Chapter 4 of First John goes on, “Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. 
You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world.”

 So right from the start, the church has had to figure out who is speaking the truth of the gospel, and who is not.
 Not only were there false prophets and false messiahs, there were also those who pretended to know when the Lord Jesus Christ was returning. It is still going on.
 Jesus warns us about people who mistakenly tell us that he has arrived. They will say, “If you just go look out in the wilderness, or go look in that secret room, you’ll find him.”

 Jesus says he won’t come in secret like that when he returns to earth. He won’t come to a little select group, hidden in a corner.  Jesus says he will come like lightning, flashing from east to west. The whole world will know.

 We’ve all seen lightning in a summer storm that lights up a dark sky from east to west. It’s unmistakable, and everyone can see it. That’s what Jesus’ coming will be like. 
 We don’t need to be afraid of Jesus’ coming in glory, just like we don’t need to be afraid of distant lightning.

 When our children were small, we used to tell them what lightning is, so they wouldn’t be frightened. We told them to count the time from the flash of lightning until you heard the rumble of thunder. Count one, two, three, four,… And that count would tell you how close or how far the lightning was. So our children learned not to be afraid of lightning, but to respect it. 

 So, keep your cool! Even when there’s a lot of noise!
 The coming of Jesus Christ, when it happens, will not be a bunch of guesswork. Like flashing lightning, everyone will know he has come. It will be no secret.
 Knowing all this, we do not need to afraid. God says to us again and again, “Do not be afraid.” In the Bible, God says, “Do not be afraid,” 365 times. That covers the whole year!

 We can come to the Lord in our times of trouble and fear, and hear the Lord say to our hearts, “Don’t be afraid. I am here. I love you. I care for you. And I am coming back to take you to my home in heaven.”  

 The time of his coming will trouble many. To some, it will feel like the sky is falling when Jesus returns. But we don’t need to be afraid. We can look up and raise our heads and see Jesus. And when he comes he will gather all his children from every tribe and nation and language. They will be gathered from east and west and north and south, from the four winds.

 The world needs what we have. The world needs to know what we know: that Jesus Christ died for our sins, and was raised from the dead. The world needs to know that he will come back to judge the living and the dead.

 Someday we will see him, in his glory, more glorious than any lightning in a summer storm. Come, Lord Jesus!
