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Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
Stewardship Sunday 
November 15, 2020 

 
We are an Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Canada, offering welcome and companionship 

to all, regardless of orientation or designation. 
 

For thousands of years, this land has been the traditional home of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and 
most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. It is still home to Indigenous people from across 

Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live and worship on this land. 
 
 
 

 



SPECIAL NOTES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP  
We ask that you continue to wear your mask over your nose and mouth at all times, and maintain 
physical distancing when exiting after the postlude. Thank you for following these guidelines as we 
prioritize health and safety - please see also the back of the bulletin, and our webpage on in-person 
worship. 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE  
CARILLON PRELUDE (OUTSIDE-10:30 A.M.) 

 
PRELUDE “Prelude” from Sonata no. 6 in E-flat Minor         Josef Rheinberger 

“Andante” from Concerto in A Minor BWV 1041                      J. S. Bach  
  

WELCOME 
 
♪OPENING HYMN #507 (soloist only)    Today We All Are Called                                       Noël 
1 Today we all are called to be disciples of the Lord, 

to help to set the captive free, make ploughshare out of sword, 
to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, make love and peace our fast, 
to serve the poor and homeless first, our ease and comfort last. 

 
2 God made the world and at its birth ordained our human race 

to live as stewards of the earth, responding to God's grace. 
But we are vain and sadly proud, we sow not peace but strife, 
our discord spreads a deadly cloud that threatens all of life. 

 
3 Pray justice may come rolling down as in a mighty stream, 

with righteousness in field and town to cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore an earth where conflicts cease, 
a world that was created for a harmony of peace. 

 
4 May we in service to our God act out the living Word, 

and walk the road the saints have trod till all have seen and heard. 
As stewards of the earth may we give thanks in one accord 
to God who calls us all to be disciples of the Lord. 

  
♪INVITATION TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF APPROACH (responses spoken softly) 
 
One: O Lord, you have searched us and known us. 
All: You breathed life into us, and shaped us in human form  

to serve Your purpose and live into Your love. 
One: Three times Your Jesus gave us clear instruction:  

Feed my people. Tend to my people. 
All: In gratitude we respond: we will feed, we will tend,  

we will seek to live out of Your love. 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 



One: Let us pray. (please be seated) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
SILENCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 
KYRIE ELEISON  (soloist only)     P. Wright 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
ACT OF PRAISE (soloist only)   Hymn #244                                              Arfon 

  
READING  Psalm 139: 1-18  

You have searched me and know me. 
 

READING RESPONSE  (soloist only)           Taizé
 

Bless the Lord, my soul. And bless God’s Holy name.  Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. 
 
READING  Genesis 11:1-9 

Tower of Babel 
 
SERMON “BUILDING SIDEWAYS”    THE REV. KAREN BOWLES 
  
♪HYMN #307  (soloist only)  Touch the Earth Lightly                                               Tenderness 
1 Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, nourish the life of the world in our care: 

gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 
2 We who endanger, who create hunger, agents of death for all creatures that live, 

we who would foster clouds of disaster, God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 
 
3 Let there be greening, birth from the burning, water that blesses and air that is sweet, 

health in God's garden, hope in God's children, regeneration that peace will complete. 
 
4 God of all living, God of all loving, God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 

teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, using us gently and making us one. 
 
READING John 21:15-19 

Feed my sheep 
 

ONE:  This is a witness of the good news of Jesus Christ. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON “THE FLICKER”                THE REV. JASON MEYERS 
 
PIANO SOLO   Nocturne No. 7 in Eb major                                                        Francis Poulenc 



 ♪PEACE GREETING (responses spoken softly, then greeting each other with a bow) 
One: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 

 
♪AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (spoken softly) 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
   We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

   We trust in God.  
   We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

   In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
   We are not alone. Thanks be to God.   (please be seated) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OFFERING  
SPOKEN OFFERING  
♪DEDICATION OF OFFERING 
 
♪GREAT THANKSGIVING  

One: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 
 All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 One: Let us pray. (all seated) 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (all)  (Voices United, p. 921) 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
      For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
♪CLOSING HYMN #418  (soloist only) Go Forth for God                                                   Old 124th 

1 Go forth for God, go to the world in peace;  
be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace, 
in God's good Spirit daily to increase, till in the kingdom we see face to face. 
Go forth for God, go to the world in peace. 

 



2 Go forth for God, go to the world in love; 
strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak; 
help the afflicted; richly from above God's love supplies the grace and power we seek. 
Go forth for God, go to the world in love. 

 
3 Go forth for God, go to the world in strength; 

hold fast the good, be urgent for the right; 
render to no one evil; Christ at length shall overcome all darkness with his light. 
Go forth for God, go to the world in strength. 

 
4 Go forth for God, go to the world in joy, 

to serve God's people every day and hour, 
and serving Christ, our every gift employ, rejoicing in the Holy Spirit's power. 
Go forth for God, go to the world in joy. 

 
♪COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION  
 
♪BLESSING (soloist only) #429          William Wright 
May the blessing of God be upon you. May God’s love light all your way. May the grace of Christ enfold you and 
peace around you stay. May the Spirit of God dwell within you. May you live in joy each day. 

 
POSTLUDE  Toccata     E. Gigout 

   
Please wear your mask & continue to observe a two metre distance when leaving the church. 

 
LEADING IN WORSHIP are The Rev. Karen Bowles and The Rev. Jason Meyers. Reading the lesson is 
The Rev. Dr. Nancy Hardy. The ministry of music is offered by Minister of Music Dr. Patricia Wright, 
Wayne C. Vance Organ Scholar Timothy Wisnicki, Junior Organ Scholar Matthew Fraser, 
mezzo-soprano and pianist Chris Taeyoung Kim, violinist Dr. Jennifer Martyn, and Carillonneur Roy 
Lee. 

   PROGRAMS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Wednesday, November 18 
  9:00 a.m. Fran’s Prayer Circle (Zoom) 
11:30 a.m. Hospitality Tent McGill Square Park 
12:00 p.m. Bible Study  (Zoom)  link at metunited.ca  
  1:30 p.m. Met Care Committee (Zoom) 

Thursday, November 19 
10:00 a.m. Pre-Board Meeting (Zoom) 
12:00 p.m. Winter Meal Program Narthex  
  7:00 p.m. Metropolitan Handbells              Sanctuary 
  8:00 p.m. Evening Communion (Zoom) link here 

Friday, November 20 
12:00 p.m. Friday Noon at Met Concert: Nathan Jeffery (organ) Online 

Saturday, November 21 
  8:30 a.m. Bible Study (led by Christopher Hoover) link at metunited.ca 

https://zoom.us/j/91277699344


NEXT SUNDAY: November 22 - Twenty-Fifth after Pentecost/Peace & Social Justice  
 
11:00 a.m. In-person worship and online livestream  
                            The Rev. Alison Falby preaching  
 

Sign up for the MET Connect weekly newsletter at metunited.ca 
Follow Met on Facebook, Instagram (@metropolitanunitedto) & YouTube 

 
      COOKIES FOR OUT OF THE COLD 

Calling all cookie bakers! Our new Winter Community Meal Program has begun and delicious cookies, 
always popular with our guests, are welcomed. Tins can be dropped off on a Sunday morning, or call the 
office to make arrangements.  
 

NOVEMBER IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH:  DISCIPLESHIP IN ACTION 
Each Sunday in November, we will hear about the many and varied ministries of the church during 
Offering time. Today is Stewardship Sunday, at which time we are asking for your pledge of support for 
2021. This will help us plan for the coming year. Pledge packages were sent out earlier this week. 
Please contact Sheela in the office if you did not receive yours.  
 

TADDLE CREEK WILD CHURCH 
Connecting to the sacred through connection with nature. Starting on November 22, we will be offering 
monthly worship services in the park and other natural settings. There will be prayers and music, 
readings, reflection and a time wandering. For more information about the Wild Church network, see 
wildchurchnetwork.com. 

 
PASTORAL CARE 

Our ministers are connecting with members and determining the needs of our community during this 
challenging time. If you would like a pastoral phone call, you can contact Rev. Jason Meyers at 
jasonm@metunited.ca (416-363-0331 ext. 224). 

 
         CONTINUED GIVING 

A new, easy way to donate! Focus your smartphone’s camera on the QR code 
to the left and you’ll be directed to our giving page.  

You can continue to mail in envelopes and/or cheques to the church, or arrange 
a pre-authorized remittance for regular giving (PAR) from your bank account, or 
credit card - fill out a form at metunited.ca/donate. If you have any questions, 
please contact Elena Pejcinovska, Financial Manager at elenap@metunited.ca 
or 416-363-0331 ext. 229.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.metunited.org/donate
mailto:elenap@metunited.ca


 
DIRECTORY 
Intentional Interim Lead Minister: The Rev. Karen Bowles, ext. 227 (karenb@metunited.ca) 
Minister of Congregational Care: The Rev. Jason Meyers, ext. 224 (jasonm@metunited.ca) 
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca) 
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. G. Malcolm Sinclair (malcolms@metunited.ca) 
Context in Ministry Student: Timothy Wisnicki 
Chair of the Official Board: Kenneth Younie (boardchair@metunited.ca) 
Children & Youth Ministries Animator: Alana Martin (alana@thegoproject.ca) 
Teachers: Karlos Griffith (karlosgriffith@rogers.com) 
Library: Marion Lick (library@metunited.ca) and Maureen Maguire (vigrass78@gmail.com) 
 
Community Outreach Ministry 
Outreach and Housing Worker: Megan Carver, ext. 221 (housingworker@metunited.ca) 
Community Service Worker: Stephanie Cunti, ext. 241 (csw@metunited.ca) 
 
Ministry of Music 
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca) 
Wayne C. Vance Organ Scholar: Timothy Wisnicki 
Junior Organ Scholar: Matthew Fraser 
Metropolitan Choir Lead Singers: Gisele Kulak, Chelsea Van Pelt, Valeria Kondrashov,  
Chris Taeyoung Kim, Charles Davidson, Benjamin Stein, Nicholas Higgs, John Schneider 
Director, Great Heart Youth Ensemble: Benjamin Stein 
Conductor, Metropolitan Sparklers: Dr. Jennifer Martyn 
Carillonneur: Roy Lee 
Director, Metropolitan Silver Band: Fran Harvey 
 
Administrative Ministry 
Director of Administration: Jane Tuomi, ext. 222 (janelt@metunited.ca) 
Office Administrator: Sheela Taylor, ext. 210 (sheelat@metunited.ca) 
Financial Manager: Elena Pejcinovska, ext. 229 (elenap@metunited.ca) 
Technical Administrator: Vinoth Thanganadan, ext. 223 (vinotht@metunited.ca) 
Communications Specialist: Charles Davidson, ext.  (communications@metunited.ca) 
Property Manager: Frank Cairns, ext. 231 (frankc@metunited.ca) 
Custodians: Nadan Kandiah, ext. 304; Puvi Kanagalingam, ext. 305 

 
56 Queen Street East, Toronto, ON M5C 2Z3 
Tel. 416.363.0331 Fax. 416.363.7586 
Email: metunited@metunited.ca 
NOTICE OF FILMING Please note that services are considered to be public events, and you are choosing to enter a 
space where your image may be captured as part of event proceedings that may be made public as part of our 
livestream, website or social media. We make every effort to ensure your personal information is kept and used in 
compliance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). If you have any questions please 
contact janelt@metunited.ca. 
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