
11-15-2020 - Worship Guide - Pentecost 24          Tune your radio to 98.7 
FM 
 
Welcome  
 
Hymn of Praise: #678 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

Tune: Come Thou, Font of Every Blessing 
 
1 God, whose giving knows no ending, 

from your rich and endless store: 
nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 
costly cross, grave's shattered door, 
gifted by you, we turn to you, 
off'ring up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, 
gracious donor of our days. 

 
2 Skills and time are ours for pressing 

toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
all at peace in health and freedom, 
races joined, the church made one. 
Now direct our daily labor, 
lest we strive for self alone; 
born with talents, make us servants 
fit to answer at your throne. 

 
3 Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 

gain through pow'rs your grace conferred; 
ours to use for home and kindred, 
and to spread the gospel word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, 
as we heed Christ's ageless call, 
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 
serving you by loving all. 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, 
and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and 
wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
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First Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
 
 7 Be silent before the Lord God! 
  For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
 the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
  he has consecrated his guests. 
 
 12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
  and I will punish the people 
 who rest complacently on their dregs, 
  those who say in their hearts, 
 “The Lord will not do good, 
  nor will he do harm.” 
 13 Their wealth shall be plundered, 
  and their houses laid waste. 
 Though they build houses, 
  they shall not inhabit them; 
 though they plant vineyards, 
  they shall not drink wine from them. 
 14 The great day of the Lord is near, 
  near and hastening fast; 
 the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
  the warrior cries aloud there. 
 15 That day will be a day of wrath, 
  a day of distress and anguish, 
 a day of ruin and devastation, 
  a day of darkness and gloom, 
 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
 16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
 against the fortified cities 
  and against the lofty battlements. 
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 17 I will bring such distress upon people 
  that they shall walk like the blind; 
  because they have sinned against the Lord, 
 their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
  and their flesh like dung. 
 18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
  will be able to save them 
  on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
 in the fire of his passion 
  the whole earth shall be consumed; 
 for a full, a terrible end 
  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word...  Thanks be to God 
 
Childrens’ Time 

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 (Inclusive Translation) 

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient 
merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should 
make good use of the gifts that God has provided them. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14  “Again, it’s like a wealthy landowner 
who was going on a journey and called in three workers, entrusting some 
funds to them. 15  The first was given five thousand dollars, the second two 
thousand, and the third one thousand, according to each one’s ability. Then 
the landowner went away.  

16  Immediately the worker who received the five thousand went and 
invested it and made another five. 17  In the same way, the worker who 
received the two thousand doubled that figure. 18  But the worker who re 
ceived the one thousand instead went off and dug a hole in the ground and 
buried the money.  

19  “After a long absence, the traveler returned home and settled 
accounts with them. 20  The one who had received the five thousand came 
forward bringing the additional five, saying, ‘You entrusted me with five 
thousand; here are five thousand more.’ 21  “The landowner said, ‘Well done! 
You are a good and faithful worker. Since you were dependable in a small 
matter, I will put you in charge of larger affairs. Come, share my joy!’ 
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22  “The one who had received the two thousand then stepped forward 
with the additional two, saying, ‘You entrusted me with two thousand; here 
are two thousand more.’ 23  “The landowner said to this one, ‘Cleverly done! 
You too are a good and faithful worker. Since you were dependable in a 
small matter, I will put you in charge of larger affairs. Come, share my joy!’  

24  “Finally the one who had received the one thousand stepped 
forward and said to the landowner, ‘Knowing your ruthlessness—you who 
reap where you did not sow and gather where you did not scatter— 25  and 
fearing your wrath, I went off and buried your thousand dollars in the 
ground. Here is your money back.’ 26  “The landowner exclaimed, ‘You 
worthless, lazy lout! So you know that I reap where I don’t sow and gather 
where I don’t scatter, do you? 27  All the more reason to deposit my money 
with the bankers, so that on my return I could have had it back with interest! 

28  You, there! Take the thousand away from this bum and give it to 
the one with the ten thousand. 29  “ ‘Those who have will get more until they 
grow rich, while those who have not will lose even the little they have. 30 
Throw this worthless one outside into the darkness, where there is wailing 
and grinding of teeth.’ 

 Holy Wisdom, Holy Word… Thanks be to God 
 

 
Message 
 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed* 

I believe in God, eternal, almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 

I believe in  Jesus Christ,  
the Redeemer of all, the Only Begotten One; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
lived and loved among us, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
who descended into hell, 
and on the third day rose from the dead; 
Jesus, Our Savior, ascended into heaven, 
sits at the right hand of the loving God, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the dead, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of 
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the 
fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and 
denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity throughout the 
world. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you 
for the beauty of nature (local places of natural beauty may be named). Bless 
the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has 
caused ruin. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. 
Increase concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as 
international leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human 
rights abuses. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the 
heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness 
with your radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at 
the margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the 
perspectives of others. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 
For what or whom else do the people pray? 

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest 
from their labors (especially). Rouse us to live by their example, that saints 
yet to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day 
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Confession with Holy Communion 
God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God. 
We give thanks to God. Thank You God for Your grace. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
In this meal - that Christ Jesus is the host -  
Your sins are being forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 

 
Christ’s Prayer* 

We pray together in the Spirit that Jesus taught: 
Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation/Instruction 
Lamb of God / p 174, setting 6 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us peace,  grant us peace. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

Christ Jesus, 
In this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
and give us glad and generous hearts 
as we meet you on the way. 
Amen. 

 
Announcements  
 
Blessing 

May the God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Beloved of God, 
go in peace to love and serve Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Hymn: #765 Lord of all Hopefulness 
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