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By Grace … One Another 

John 13:31-35 
September 13, 2015 

Dan Hoffman 
[Pray] 
 
If you have a Bible on your phone or see one in the pew in front of you please 
open it up to the Gospel of John chapter 13.   
… 
And as you turn there take yourself back to the last time you experienced some 
bad service.  Perhaps you were in a restaurant where after being seated it was 
15 minutes before the server realized you were there and came to take your 
order.  Or perhaps you purchased something defective, but when you went to 
return it the store wasn’t happy about taking it back 
 
Can you recall an encounter like that?  I can.   
… 
In the heat of this last summer I went out to buy a couple short sleeved shirts I 
could preach in.  I only had a few minutes between appointments so ran into the 
mall to try my luck.  The first store I entered had a couple and I picked one, but I 
was hoping for two more so tried a second store which out of the goodness of my 
heart will remain nameless. 
 
When I arrived the two sales associates were chatting with one customer near 
the back of the store.  I looked around for a bit but couldn’t find what I was 
looking for.  Finally after what felt like about 5 minutes, but was probably less, I 
managed to guilt one of the sales associates into coming over to ask if he could 
help me.  When I told him what I needed he responded somewhat 
condescendingly “what you are looking for doesn’t exist, there simply isn’t a big 
enough market for short sleeved dress shirts.”  And then, without offering any 
other help, he headed back to his prior conversation. 
 
I felt stupid, unimportant and frustrated.  I haven’t been back. 
… 
Now one of the topics that has come up several times over the last few years is 
how North America is a consumeristic culture.  And what we mean by that is 
everything in our society is supposed to cater to the needs of the consumer.   
 
And this isn’t bad, it’s simply culture.  But it’s the reason that in spite of how trivial 
that offence in at the clothing store was, it left a bitter taste in my mouth.  I feel I 
deserve to be treated better.  And I feel that because I am a consumer and I 
know the way consumerism is supposed to work – we all do. 
 
And business owners try to instill this in their employees. 
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So Entrepreneur Katherine Barchetti teaches her employees to -  “Make a 
customer, not a sale” 

 

Laurie McIntosh sages – “You are serving a customer, not a life sentence. Learn 
how to enjoy your work.” 

 

Trying to get her employees to see things from the customer’s point of view Kate 
Zabriskie teaches – “The customer’s perception is your reality.”1 
 
Sayings like these get at the heart of what drives consumerism – don’t offend the 
almighty customer.  And businesses that internalize this are successful while 
businesses that don’t struggle.  We live in a consumer culture. 
 
Now there are two things about culture that we need to understand for the series 
we are embarking on today.  First, when you are born into a culture you don’t 
notice it until something takes you out of it.   
 
I can remember the first time I had dinner at one of my friend’s houses growing 
up.  After we finished the meal, without any introduction, the dad got out his Bible 
and led the family in devotions.  Now my family was Christian but we never did 
this.  And so while I had read the Bible lots it felt really awkward for me to sit at 
that table because this was not my culture – I felt like a fish out of water. 
 
So with culture everyone believes that what they do is normal. 
 
The second thing about culture is that it flavours every aspect of society.  So in 
Korea, where Nikki and I spent four years, even though it is one of the most 
Christian nations on earth, about 40% of Koreans attend church weekly, it has a 
Confucian history that dates back to 500 BC.  And this culture affects everything.  
It affects the way they do business, the way they educate their children and even 
the way they practice Christianity.   
 
Here’s just one example.  Can you imagine how many people would attend if 
right now I said tomorrow morning we are going to have a prayer meeting here at 
the church at 5am?  Can I have a show of hands of who would attend?  If this 
was Korea all your hands would be up.   
 
And that’s because Confucianism teaches the importance of maintaining your 
position in the social hierarchy.  And pastors are near the top.  And so we 
witnessed thousands of people attending Early Morning Prayer simply because 
their pastor called them to.   

                                            
1
 All quotes take from Forbes / Entrepreneurs “40 Eye-Opening Customer Service Quotes” 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/ekaterinawalter/2014/03/04/40-eye-opening-customer-service-
quotes/ (Accessed September 10, 2015) 
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Now I’m not down on Korea, I met many godly Christians there, but what many of 
them didn’t realize was that the motivating force for attending these prayer 
meetings was Confucius not Christ – that’s culture. 
 
And this is true in Europe; it’s true in Africa and its true right here in Prince 
George where Consumerism influences our relationship with Jesus.  Let me give 
you a few examples: 
 

1.) If you have ever been offended by someone at a particular church and 
decided to go somewhere else you have been influenced by 
Consumerism. 

2.) If you have ever found the music or the preaching at a particular church to 
be less than satisfactory and decided to find a better church you have 
been influenced by Consumerism. 

3.) If you have ever determined that a particular church did not have the 
programs your family needed and so decided to go somewhere else you 
have been influenced by Consumerism. 

 
Now sometimes those of us who have been part of a single church for a long 
time look down our noses at those who consume around us.  But the reality is 
Consumerism exerts its influence on long-term church attendees too. 
  

1.) So if you stayed at a church because you felt comfortable and accepted 
by the friendly people, you have been influenced by consumerism – you 
are getting what you want. 

2.) If you stayed at a church because the music or the preaching was exactly 
what you thought it should be you have been influenced by Consumerism 
– you are getting what you want. 

3.) And if you stayed at a church because its programs met the needs of your 
family you have been influenced by Consumerism – you are getting what 
you want. 

 
Now does it feel like that describes pretty much everyone?  If it does you are on 
to something.  This is the water we swim in.  But what is amazing is this is only 
true for a very small percentage of Christians.  You see for well over three 
quarters of Christian history and for the vast majority of Christians alive today this 
is not normative.  They simply attend the church closest to where they live.   
 
It is only us, the incredibly wealthy, with access to multiple choices, and a cultural 
sense of entitlement who come to our faith expecting it to be about us, our 
happiness and our comfort. 
 
Now culture isn’t bad – don’t hear that – it’s a reality we can’t escape.  To quit 
being consumers would require us to grow all our own food and make all our own 
clothes and build all our own transportation just for a start – and following Christ 
does not require this. 
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But what we need to be aware of is how our culture influences our faith.  When 
Confucianism gets people to pray it’s not a bad thing.  And where Consumerism 
sparks a desire for excellence in worship it isn’t bad.  But where culture leads us 
away from Christ we need to push back.  And that’s what this series is about.   
… 
In this series we are going to examine the “One Another” commands peppered 
throughout the New Testament because they prescribe what Christian life should 
be.  And what we are going to find is that there are a few areas where what is 
normal in our culture does not line up with what Jesus calls for.  So first we are 
going to see that community is essential to the Christian faith.   
 
Now we use the “community” word a lot, but really lived out it flies in the face of 
Consumerism because Consumerism is about having as much or more than the 
person next door.  Consumerism relies on competition not community. 
 
In contrast the Scriptures present Christianity as something that is impossible to 
act out as individuals.  You simply can’t obey the commands of Christ without 
community because most of them are about how we relate to one another.  So 
we are going to be challenged towards community. 
 
The second thing we are going to see holds the first in tension, and that is that a 
lot of Christianity can’t be done while sitting in pews – it must be done in 
community, but it can’t be done in church. 
  
So for example, imagine the awkwardness of showing up to church and being 
asked to turn to the person behind you and “confess your sins one to another.”2  
And don’t go telling people you still have some unpaid parking tickets from when 
the city had meters.  We want the details about your moral compromises, your 
sexual sins and the conflicts you have with your spouse.   
 
No Right!!  Now it is biblical to confess your sins one to another, but there is an 
appropriate context for doing that and it isn’t church! 
 
But almost all the One Another commands are like this.  “When you come 
together to eat, wait for one another.”3  “Carry each other’s burdens.”4  “Live in 
harmony with one another.”5  “Forgive whatever grievances you have against 
one another.”6  “Offer hospitality to one another.”7  None of these can be 
practiced Sunday morning in church.  To obey them demands not just listening to 
someone talk about them, it requires being hands on. 
 

                                            
2
 James 5:16 

3
 1 Corinthians 11:33 

4
 Galatians 6:2 

5
 Romans 12:16 

6
 Colossians 3:13 

7
 1 Peter 4:9 
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And these kinds of activities require a small group of Christians coming together 
for the purpose of intentional Christian community.  And this is why our deacons 
have decided to re-invigorate small groups.  And we are calling them “Care 
Groups” because the goal is not just that they be small, but that through these 
groups we hope to foster the care of Christ for each other in ourselves. 
 
So these aren’t simply going to be Bible studies, instead they are going to be 
opportunities to meet Jesus in the flesh.  Does that sound exciting?  As each of 
us show up, filled by Jesus’ Holy Spirit, and desiring to give ourselves to the 
“One Anothers” of Scripture we are going to experience the joy that Jesus 
designed us to live in.   
… 
Alright, with that extended introduction in place look with me at John 13 starting 
in verse 34.   
 
[Read John 13:34-35] 
 
In these simple words Jesus establishes what Christian community will look like 
after He is gone.  These words come on the night of His betrayal, the eve of His 
crucifixion.  And the principle word Jesus uses to both describe and prescribe 
behaviour in the soon to exist Christian community is love. 
 
Now Jesus’ words here are some of the most well known in the Bible.  Even 
people who aren’t Christians know that Jesus was about love. 
 
But quite frankly the weight of these words are often lost, even on Christians, as 
we gloss over them believing we know what Jesus means.  The problem with 
that is, as is true with everything the Creator of the universe says, these words 
are infinitely deep such that a lifetime of mining would only scratch their surface. 
  
So let’s dig in.  First Jesus says “A new command I give you.”  Now these would 
have been surprising words to Jesus’ disciples, because the command to love 
each other was not a new command.   
 
Indeed back when God dictated the Law to Moses He said: 

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among 
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 

(Leviticus 19:18) 
 
And of course the neighbour spoken of here was a person among the people, a 
fellow Israelite.  So God could have said “Love one another.”  And this was 1400 
years before Jesus. 
 
And even in Jesus’ own ministry this is not the first time He urged His followers to 
love.  Back in the Sermon on the Mount that Jesus preached almost 3 years 
earlier He said: 
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You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you (Matthew 5:43-44) 

 
Now Jesus hadn’t forgotten this, so allow yourself to be intrigued.  In spite of the 
familiarity of these words what Jesus is going to say is new. 
… 
Jesus begins “Love one another.”  Now already here our cultural understanding 
and Jesus’ perspective go head to head.   
 
In English “love” is primarily something that exists between lovers though it fits 
with family members as well.  Outside of this it is used very rarely.  So just think 
of who you have used these words with.  If you are married have you ever told 
someone besides your spouse or your family that you love them?”  If you aren’t 
married have you used these words with someone you dated, or did that seem 
too bold?  The fact is the word “love” has been restricted in common usage.  But 
sometimes it’s necessary. 
… 
For the last 15 years I have sought out male accountability partners and mentors 
that I respect deeply.  I meet with these men regularly and they have walked with 
me through my most vulnerable times.  And I have expressed my love to these 
men.  But every time I have said the words “I love you” I’ve been impacted by the 
awkwardness of it.  Within the heterosexual community men don’t tell other men 
that they love them in our culture.  It might even sound awkward to you to hear 
me talk like this. 
 
But here Jesus dictates that in His community, those people who would be filled 
with His Spirit and who would pledge themselves to follow Him would love each 
other.  Can you see how counter-cultural this kind of community would be?  
 
Jesus goes on: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  Now these 
are some radical words.  You see back in Leviticus God stipulated that His 
people were to love each other as they loved themselves – and this is a big thing 
to live out. 
 
Naturally all people seek the best for themselves.  We are selfish beings who put 
our interests in front of those around us.  Amen?  But God demanded that 
instead of abusing those around them to benefit themselves; Israelites were to 
seek the benefit of others in the same way they sought their own benefit. 
  
Jesus boiled this down saying: 

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up 
the Law and the Prophets. (Matthew 7:12) 

 
And we call this “The Golden Rule”.  But what you might not know is that every 
world religion has this rule. 
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Buddhism teaches “Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful” 
 
Islam teaches “None of you truly believes until he wishes for his brother what he 
wishes for himself.” 
 
Confucius said “Do not do to others what you do not want them to do to you”8 
 
Now certainly if every person whose religion stipulated this kind of behaviour 
lived it out the world would be an amazing place.  But notice that in John 13:34 
Jesus is not advocating for the Golden Rule.  What He presents is different.  It is 
new. 
 
Jesus says you within the Christian community, love one another – not as you 
love yourself, but as I have loved you.  That’s not the same is it? 
… 
Let’s take this in context.  Look back at verse 31. 
 
[Read John 13:31-33] 
 
And then Jesus says love one another.  Now it might seem like He is totally 
changing the subject.  First He is talking about His glorification and His un-
followable departure, and then He shifts to love.  But this isn’t a shift at all.   
 
Here is what Jesus says.  First He refers to Himself as the Son of Man – which is 
a name He uses to emphasize His connection to humanity.  This contrasts the 
Son of God which emphasizes His connection with the Father.   
 
And then Jesus talks about how, as the Son of Man, He is going to be glorified, 
and the Father is going to be glorified in Him. 
 
Now to glorify someone means to lift them up or praise them, but John uses this 
word in a way that Matthew, Mark and Luke don’t.  He uses a play on these 
words to refer to Jesus being lifted up on the cross.  For John Jesus’ glorification 
is the moment He is raised up on the cross.  And He and the Father receive glory 
from this event like no other because this is the moment when “the Lamb-like 
Son, in complete obedience to His Father’s will, [lays] down his life ‘to take away 
the sin of the world.’”9  Jesus’ death is His glory. 
 
In this event Jesus demonstrated how far the Father and He were willing to lower 
themselves to rescue their world.  Jesus gave up His rights as God not just to 
become a man, but to die for humanity in the most shameful way.   

                                            
8
 Quotes from other religions taken from http://www.religioustolerance.org/reciproc2.htm 

(Accessed September 11, 2015)  
9
 Brunner, D “The Gospel of John: A Commentary” (Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdmans Pub Co), 

2012. pg 792  
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And so ironically, when people understand the significance of what Jesus did on 
the cross for them they give Him the glory He is due, and they are transformed 
into new creations that live with one another in a way never possible before. 
 
This is why Paul writes: 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset 

as Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to His 

own advantage; 

rather, He made Himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, 

    He humbled Himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:5-8) 
 
This humble surrender is a picture of infinity.  Infinite obedience.  Infinite self-
sacrifice.  And infinite love.  This is how much God loves you. 
… 
And in the same breath Jesus turns from speaking about the single event that is 
going to give the full picture of His love for humanity to commanding us to love 
one another, not as we love ourselves, but as He loves us. 
 
Can you see that this is not the same thing!  Jesus calls us to give to each other 
the same love He gave the world. 
 
It’s no wonder He can conclude in verse 35 “By this everyone will know you are 
My disciples, if you love one another.”  A community of people who loved each 
other the way Jesus loved the world would not look at all like a community full of 
nice people.  It wouldn’t look at all like a community of Golden Rule keepers.  A 
community like this would be full of people going to infinite lengths – self-
sacrificial lengths, humanly nonsensical lengths to serve and support, and care 
for one another. 
 
Wouldn’t you love to be loved by a community like that?   
… 
But how is this possible?  How can we love one another in the same way Jesus 
loves us? 
… 
Look back again at verse 31. 
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[Read John 13:31a] 
 
Jesus’ words here are set into motion by a specific departure.  This is the Last 
Supper.  And the “he” of verse 31 is Judas.  Judas is gone.  And all that remain 
are 11 men who were far from perfect, but who were faithful. 
 
And here we get something that we get from Jesus many times.  First Jesus 
commands His faithful to do the impossible, and then He empowers them. 
 
3 days later these 11 men would be huddled together behind locked doors afraid 
and confused and in a moment Jesus would stand among them proclaiming 
peace.  And then He would breathe on them and with the same voice that spoke 
creation out of nothing, and with the same voice that rolled back the stone from 
His tomb, Jesus would speak words that would make all the impossibility of His 
command possible – “Receive the Holy Spirit.”10 
  
This is the defining mark of the faithful community.  When we gather together to 
fulfill the One Anothers we do so not simply as sentient animals, but as temples 
of God.   
 
And so brothers and sisters, the Incarnate Christ speaks to us saying: Fort 
George love one another.  Love not just as you love yourselves, but with the 
same love I have for you.  In fact partner with Me.  Let Me love the people of Fort 
George through you.  And through this love bring glory to My name in the 
community of Prince George as it becomes obvious that you are My disciples.   
 
Brothers and sisters, if you cultivate within yourself the same attitude as was in 
Christ Jesus this will be a radically counter-cultural experience.  But know that 
you won’t do this in your own strength. Jesus always empowers what He 
commands.  So do you want in? 

                                            
10

 John 20:19-22 
 


