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Order of Service 
A note about language: 

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about God is 
limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which elsewhere we 
might not choose to use.  

The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are 
never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a 
little of the God beyond all words. 

The Introit Text: Song of Solomon ii. 3,4. Music: Edward C. Bairstow (1874-1946) 
I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love. 

 

The Responses Musical setting: John reading (d. 1692) 
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 
 Cantor: Praise ye the Lord; 
 Choir: The Lord’s name be praised. 

Psalms -  67 and 133 

God be merciful unto us and bless us : and shew us the light of his countenance and be merciful unto us; 
That thy way may be known upon earth : thy saving health among all nations. 
Let the people praise thee, O God : yea, let all the people praise thee. 
O let the nations rejoice and be glad : for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and govern the nations 
      upon earth. 
Let the people praise thee, O God : let all the people praise thee. 
Then shall the earth bring forth her increase : and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing. 
God shall bless us : and all the ends of the world shall fear him. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is : brethren, to dwell together in unity ! 
It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down unto the beard : even unto Aaron’s  
      beard, and went down to the skirts of his clothing. 
Like as the dew of Hermon : which fell upon the hill of Sion. 
For there the Lord promised his blessing : and life for evermore. 

Glory be to the Father,…Amen. 
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First Lesson  Isaiah 42.5-10 

Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55 Music: John Ireland (1879-1962), Evening Service in F. 
MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear 
him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the 
humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty 
away.  He  remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

 

Second Lesson Matthew 5.1-12 

Nunc Dimittis  Text: Matthew  5:1-12. Music: Ireland, Evening Service in F 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin 
Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The 
third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of 
sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects Setting: Reading 
 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them 
that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
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 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

First Collect, of the day: 
  O LORD, we beseech thee mercifully to hear us; and grant that we, to whom thou hast given an hearty 

desire to pray, may by thy mighty aid be defended and comforted in all dangers and adversities; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy 

servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our 
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem  Text: from Psalm 139. Music: Philip W. J. Stopford (May 2009) 
O Lord, thou hast searched me out and known me, thou knowest my downsitting, and mine uprising, 
thou understandest my thoughts long before. Whither shall I go then from thy spirit? Or whither shall 
I go then from thy presence? If I climb up into heaven, thou art there: if I go down to hell, thou art 
there also. If I take the wings of the morning, and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
also shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 

 

Sermon 

Hymn  Text: J. Oxenham (1852-1941). Music: MCKEE, H. T. Burleigh (1866-1949) 

1.  In Christ there is no east or west,  
   in Christ no south or north,  
but one great family of love 
   throughout the whole wide earth. 

3. Join hands, then, people of the faith, 
   whate’er your race may be; 
all children of the living God 
   are surely kin to me. 

2. In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 
   their high communion find, 
whose service is the golden cord 
   close-binding humankind. 

4. In Christ now meet both east and west, 
   in Christ meet south and north; 
all Christ-like souls are joined in one 
   throughout the whole wide earth. 



 5 

Intercessions 

Blessing 

Hymn  Text: S. Dunstan (1955-93). Music: ENGELBERG  C. Villiers Stanford (1852-1993). 
 © 1991 G.I.A Inc. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605 

 1. Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth, 
baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
 Alleluia! 

 2. Go to the world! Go into every place.  
Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace.  
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. 
 Alleluia! 

 3. Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; 
the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant church, you follow Christ’s own way. 
 Alleluia! 

 4. Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 
for I am with you till the age shall end,  
when all the hosts of glory cry, “Amen!” 
 Alleluia! 


