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OPEN 

 
The Jesus People movement (1967-72) was a groundswell of hungry hippie 
hearts, turned on to Jesus!   Sometimes communal living was adopted to live 
out the mandate of Christian community.  This photo shows Chuck Smith and 
Lonnie Frisbee conducting a mass baptism at Corona del Mar State Beach, 
California.  Chet Swearingen notes key results (https://romans1015.com/jesus-
movement/). 
 

• By 1977, an estimated 2 million believers came to faith. 

• The 1970 Asbury Revival took place at this time period, as did the 1971 
Saskatoon Revival. 

• Thousands of young people received their calling into ministry. 

• Most did not join traditional denominations but established new 
fellowships (Calvary Chapel and Vineyard Fellowship). 

• House churches were also part of this new transition away from the 
mainline denominational churches. 

 
I have always been fascinated about the Jesus People revival, coming as it did 
during great upheaval in society, during my childhood years.  What God was 
doing in the late sixties and early seventies shape many aspects of current 
evangelical culture in North America – worship music, is a great example. 
 
I am also fascinated how another revival broke out, and the kind of church 
structure that emerged.  Do we have a passion for community and connection 
that flows from a fresh encounter with Jesus?  We can certainly see what this 
looks like from the birth of the church. 
 
Read the story of Acts 2:36-47. 
 
During Jesus’ ministry, his followers got their hopes up about how He would 
deliver them.  Tragically, their misunderstanding of His work, specifically His 
death, meant that they were disillusioned. 
 

Then the resurrection happened.  Hope was renewed.  Acts 1:3 tells us that for 
40 days Jesus made various post-Resurrection appearances.  When Jesus 
ascended, He commanded them to wait in Jerusalem for God’s power.  This led 
to anticipation. 

 
Remember, many Jewish pilgrims were in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover and 
became witness to the crucifixion of Jesus.  Fifty days after Passover was the 
feast of Pentecost.  It was at this time, God poured out the Holy Spirit upon the 
infant church.  They were empowered. 
 
Acts 2 documents how people were convicted when they heard Peter’s sermon.  
They repented of their sin.  They demonstrated their believing faith by being 
baptized, in identification with Christ (vv. 37-41).  And many came to faith – 
3000 in a single day!   
 
How were that many people accommodated in the early church structure?  
What as the result?  The consequence of this transformation was being 
devoted (“continuing steadfastly” – v.42) to five essential characteristics of a 
missional community. 
 
 

DIG 

 
God birthed the church in a context of connectivity, not individualism.  Consider 
a chain!  Each section of the chain is at the same time an individual link and 
part of a larger entity.  There were several ways in which the early Church was 
connected or linked together in a similar way.  
 
 

1.  The link of authority  -  v. 42 
 
What was this “devotion” that they had?  The term “continue steadfastly” is like 
our “carry on” (LKGNT, Rienecker/Rogers, Regency, 1980, 267).  Is this about 
time?  Expertise?  Consider the object of their devotion – it was to the essential 
authority of the Body of Christ.  In that context, it was the apostolic teaching, 
along with the Word of God, bread and cup, prayer…and the Christian 
community!  These all provide authority to the Body of Christ. 
 
 

2.  The link of awe  -  v. 43 
 
Have you ever observed an awe-inducing event?  When such events are 
experienced with others, it draws every observer closer in common wonder, joy, 
or worse.  This is also true when we are witnesses to the work of God in the 
hearts and lives of people.  Notice the collective awe recorded in this verse.  
Literally the phrase is “came to every soul fear.”  Do we share a sense of awe 
about God’s work? 
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3.  The link of agreement  -  vv. 44-45 
 
Verse 44 reveals that the early Church was linked by the way they shared their 
goods.  What does it mean to have “everything in common”?  A modern 
example is the Hutterain Brethren, who date back to the radical reformation 
(16th Century).   For the early Church, sharing resources flowed from lives that 
were in meaningful connection.  It was not about the “wrongness” of 
possessions but the reality of being on pilgrimage together.  As an African 
proverb states, “If you want to go fast, go alone.  If you want to go far, go with 
friends.”  Note in verse 46 that they were “continuing steadfastly with one mind”.  

 
 

4.  The link of authenticity  -  v. 46 
 

Verse 46 indicates that the believers engaged with each other daily.  Where?  
They were in the “temple courts” and “house to house”.  They were present in 
the community…and practicing authentic Christian community.  It is also 
important how they met together – they were “together with glad and sincere 
hearts…”  Perhaps this described a daily shared meal.  Perhaps it was a 
communion celebration.  In either case it was a furthering of their fellowship and 
relationship.  Christian community must be authentic!  “Duty makes us do things 
well, but love makes us do them beautifully.” (Zig Ziglar) 

 
 
5.  The link of affirmation  -  v. 47   

 

In this verse we learn that the early church was “enjoying the favor of all the 
people.”  They had a great testimony in their community.  As a result, people 
were added to the church through conversion! 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
Cam Taylor, who directs the Transitional Leadership Network writes (TLN 
Newsletter, July 2020), 

 
In addition to measuring a person’s IQ and EQ (Emotional 
Intelligence) they now measure for AQ (Adaptability Quotient) when 
hiring. It’s the ability to determine what’s relevant, to forget obsolete 
knowledge, overcome challenges, and adjust to change in real time. 
Those with a high AQ are open-minded, view situations from the 
perspective of others, develop new skills in order to prepare for an 
uncertain future, and are in high demand. More than ever, during 
times of uncertainty, we need to be flexible and able to pivot both our 
thinking and our doing.”   

 
 

Consider what Dallas Willard has written about living out the life of Jesus as a 
Christian community, 

 
The fruit of the Spirit (thoroughly Christlike character) flourishes only 
in a context of regular communal manifestation of the gifts of the 
Spirit. And this manifest power of the Spirit in life is not something 
restricted to “church services.” In this matter also, Jesus is our 
example and our teacher. He acted with the Kingdom wherever he 
was. The “rivers of living water” which, as he said “shall flow from the 
center of the believers life” (from his “belly,” John 7:38), will 
continually flow from us, as it did from him, wherever we may be. 
 
(http://www.dwillard.org/articles/individual/how-does-the-disciple-live), 
 
 

As we think about the road ahead for Cornerstone Neighbourhood Church, we 
are going to explore the practice of “missional communities” during this next 
season of our church. 
 
Please take time to read Home Group Structure.  This document outlines the 
various details of our proposal.  Your feedback to Pastor Brent or the 
Leadership Team is welcome. 
 
As you reflect on this document, think about this question… 
 

What aspects of the Acts 2 church model is unique to the 
1st Century;  and what is applicable to our context today? 

http://www.dwillard.org/articles/individual/how-does-the-disciple-live
https://www.cornerstoneneighbourhood.com/df_media/W1siZiIsIjIwMjAvMDgvMDUvMDcvMjcvMTIvMzllNTdlNGEtOTcxMC00ZThjLThhMWUtYjkzOGY3YTYyYjhjL0hvbWUgR3JvdXAgU3RydWN0dXJlLnBkZiJdXQ/Home%20Group%20Structure.pdf?sha=2af4cef017e51447

