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“Is the God of the Old Testament different from the God of the New?” 

  
If we think God is acting differently in the Old Testament compared to the new, it means that we are 

actually judging whether God himself has changed. We are questioning God’s character.  But what does 

the Bible really show us? GOD IS… 

  

GOOD:  What does “being good” actually mean?  

 Who is good? Who gets to decide? Can good be a conversation? If so - who is a part of that 

conversation?  

 If only God is good - how does that change your perspective of events in the Old 

 Testament?  

  

HOLY: The deadly beauty and awesome lifegiving power of God’s Holiness: 

 The Sun brings warmth, light and life but without protection the sun is deadly. 
  

 God’s call to us: “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.” (Lev 19:2). God’s expectations 

do not change.     
  

 If God’s perfect Holiness is like the sun, how does it affect your understanding of who is truly 

without need of his grace and mercy?  Is God obligated to show mercy?  

 

JUST: The wrath of God is the “justice of God” balanced with his patience and mercy.   

 The Book of Jonah and Nineveh:  God’s justice and mercy in action. The worst of the worst get 

God’s mercy. Why? Jonah 4:2-3 shows human nature versus God’s nature.  
  

 Example: How long would it take for you to lose your temper and retaliate if someone were to 

leave dirty dishes on the sink every day, expecting you to clean up after them?  

  

 LOVE:  Love and wrath are not incompatible!  God the “Justly Holy” acts through His Son: Romans 3:23, 

Romans 5:8, 1 Peter 3:18, 2 Cor 5:21.       

 God’s eternal unchanging character is revealed on the cross: This is where we find God’s love, 

justice, holiness and goodness radiate throughout all of time. 

 Events and time may change, but God does not.  His expectations of us do not:   

 Malachi 3:6-7:  God does not change.  We do. We are the ones who break the covenant  with 

God and yet…if we repent and return to Him, He will return to us!   

 

We will always be able to count on God’s unfailing and unchanging character. 

  

 GOD IS!!!  

  

Does this not bring you comfort to know that our God does not change, that His  expectations of you are 

not secret, or unpredictable?  



  

  

 

 

 

 


