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This booklet was created to help you get the most out of the MRBC 
Spring sermon series “No Longer Slaves”. 

To make this work, there are a few things we need on your end. You 
need to make sure you are tracking with the series from beginning to 

end. This means committing to attending church each week. Don’t 
forget to bring this booklet along with a pen. Write down the points 
from the sermon, interact with the questions provided in these pages, 

and be sure you record any questions that require further investigation. 

Next, we encourage everyone to join an MRBC Community Group. The 
nature of the material we cover in this series 
requires leaning on the help and counsel of 

others. Community Groups meet in homes 
throughout the week to discuss the sermon, 

pray for each other and share anything else 
that comes up. Community Groups are a 
place to explore some of your questions 

along with people who have probably already asked them or are asking 
them now. Don’t miss out on this chance to join a group right away. It 

is not too late.  

If you would like to learn more about Community Groups, check out 

our website: www.ridgebaptist.ca/ministries/community-groups or 
send an email to: jeremy@ridgebaptist.ca.  

How Should I Use This Booklet?
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The book of Exodus seems to be all the rage these days. Not only are 
people talking about this book in local churches, it is a story that has 

captured the imagination and heart of Hollywood. In 2014 Ridley Scott 
released “Exodus: Gods and Kings”, starring Christian Bale. The movie 

earned $268 million on a $140 million budget. There is still something 
about these old Biblical stories that intrigues our culture. What is so 
fascinating about the Exodus story? There are many ideas that are likely 

to grab our attention. 

• There is the struggle of good versus evil. 

• There is a man wrestling with his calling from God.  

• There is a battle between a world power and an underdog.  

• A river turns to blood.  

• A group of slaves experience freedom. 

• The people who are supposed to represent God look like a bunch 
of hypocrites. They fail often. 

• God is loving, gracious and compassionate.  

• God is also firm and not willing to put up with sin. This will manifest 
itself in some very interesting ways. 

From February to June of 2016, MRBC will go on an adventure that 
began some 3500 years ago! Through this timeless story, God will have 

something to say to us and a church and as individuals. Don’t miss the 
parallels with the New Testament. Watch and see how Moses is like 

Jesus and the Passover is connected to his cross. Study the folly of the 
ancient Israelites and marvel that we are still making those same 
mistakes several millennia later!  

What’s the Big Deal With Exodus?



�4

Key Bible Passage: Exodus 2:23-25 

How much do you remember about Ancient Egypt from your elementary 
school days? Like most of us, you probably remember something about 

mummies, the Sphinx, a little about the pyramids and the interesting 
hieroglyphic fonts they used. That should be enough to bring us to this 

week’s message. In Exodus 1, we are taken back to Ancient Egypt 
(around 1400 BC) and see that the Israelites are in big trouble. The 
Pharaoh does not remember the patriarch Joseph’s contribution to his 

nation. He is threatened by the prosperous Jewish people, and so he 
enslaves them. Exodus is a rescue story about how God saves his 

people from oppression. This week we will look at some of the themes of 
this book and provide some important background information to the 
story. We will see that Yahweh is the true hero of the story. He is faithful 

to the covenant he made to his people and is mighty to save them. 

#1 - Going Back to Egypt

Questions For Discussion: 
1. Do you think it is important to understand the context of a story and 

its themes before going through it or would you rather just go 
through it and learn as you go? 

2. What are some modern forms of slavery today? What does spiritual 
slavery look like? 

3. Read Ex. 2:23-25. How did God hear their groans and cries? Do 
you find comfort in the attribute of God’s compassion for your own 
cries?  

4. God listened to the enslaved Israelites’ personal and corporate 
prayers. Why is it important for us to remember that God hears our 
prayers as individuals but also as a church community? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 2:1-14, Hebrews 11:23-26 

You never know what kind of person God is going to use. They come 
from all kinds of different backgrounds with all kinds of stories. It seems 
that while no two of the heroes of the Old Testament were alike, they had 

one thing in common - they needed God’s grace. Moses is the leader in 
the story of Exodus. After God, Moses will be the main character of the 

story. We will get to know him well. This week we will look at Moses’ 
birth, his unique upbringing, and his struggle to find his identity. As well 
we will look at how God prepared him for his encounter with Pharaoh 

and His leading of the Israelites through the wilderness. There are many 
parallels with our own lives. Hopefully, you will be encouraged and see  

that no one is beyond God’s using them. When God chooses to use 
someone, he takes it upon Himself to make sure they are ready for it! 

#2 - The Story of Moses

Questions For Discussion: 
1. What do you find most interesting about Moses’ upbringing? How 

do you think he reconciled his dual identity as both Hebrew and 
Egyptian? 

2. How do you think Moses felt in 2:14 when it seemed like he would 
not be welcome by the Hebrew community? Have you ever felt like 
you didn’t belong somewhere? What did you do? 

3. What is the significance of Moses’ flight to Midian? What did God 
do in the young leader through this time as a shepherd? 

4. Can you think of other biblical characters who spent time in 
obscurity before being used powerfully by God? Why do you think 
God takes people into times and places of obscurity before he uses 
them in a powerful way? Have you ever felt like you had a Midian 
experience? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 3:1-24 

Nothing makes sense in the Exodus story without this encounter in the 
third chapter. Moses, now a humble shepherd, wanders with his sheep 
to a location that would forever change him. He encounters Yahweh 

(God), the God of his forefathers, in a burning bush. God has an 
assignment that is close to Moses’ heart - the liberation of the Israelites 

from Egyptian oppression. Moses knows this is a difficult task. He 
basically asks two questions: Who am I? Who are you? God never really 
bothers with the first question because the second carries all the power.  

When we face challenges of various difficult levels, we must remember to 
tell our problems about the size of God rather than just telling God about 

the size of our problems. This week we will be challenged by the truth 
that the Christian life is not about us.  

#3 - I Am Is Sending You

Questions For Discussion: 
1. How does God help Moses work through his doubt and the 

awareness that he himself has some limitations given the size of the 
task that he is being called to accomplish? 

2. Consider Moses’ apprehension about taking this on. Do you think 
his time as a lowly shepherd made him realize that on his own he 
was quite insignificant? How is this different from the Moses we see 
in chapter 2, the Moses who lived in Pharaoh’s home and killed an 
Egyptian? 

3. How have you been challenged to face problems, struggles and 
life’s inevitable crises after seeing how God comforts Moses during 
his doubts? 

4. In what area of life do you need to admit, “I am not able, but I will 
trust ‘I AM’ who most certainly is.” 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 4:1-17 

Doubt is very common to the human experience. There are times when 
we can become overwhelmed by our circumstances. This leads to a 

testing of our trust in God. Moses, having been called by God to take on 
Pharaoh, begins to doubt the success of the mission. In 4:1 he is not 
even convinced that the Hebrew people will accept him as their leader. 

God does not entertain his doubts but goes straight to the solution. 
“What is in your hand?” Yahweh asks. Moses just has a simple 

shepherd’s walking stick. It’s all he has brought with him. For God, that 
will be enough. It is not Moses who will be the hero of this mission. He 
will simply get to be a part of it. This week we will look at how God 

promises to take care of us when we are doubting or questioning the call 
he has on our lives.

#4 - Here I Am... Send Aaron.

Questions For Discussion: 
1. How does God respond to Moses’ long list of questions/concerns 

about what he has been called to do?  
2. Why is it important to keep our eyes focused on the power and 

character of God rather than on our abilities or problems?  
3. Read Hebrews 12:3. How does “fixing our eyes on Jesus” help us 

endure? What does that look like in the midst of trial? 
4. Why did God choose to display his power through a miraculous use 

of Moses' own staff. If God asked you, "What do you have in your 
hand that I could use to show my power?” how would you answer? 

5. Leading the Israelites in the exodus will be no easy task. Does God 
call people to extremely difficult assignments? Has he given you 
any? What are some biblical promises to help you persevere? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 5-6, Titus 3:3 

Moses finally appears before Pharaoh, who speaks what I think is the 
central question of the book of Exodus: “Who is the Lord that I should 
obey His voice?” (Ex. 5:2). Because Pharaoh has no fear of God, he will 

not listen to Yahweh’s command.  In doing this, he has shown himself to 
be a fool (Ps. 14:1). One expression of his foolishness is to make the 

lives of God’s people, the Hebrews, totally miserable. In 5:7 he decides 
to increase their work by cutting off the straw supply for their brick 
making.  The enslaved Hebrews cry out to God, “How long, Lord?” God 

hears and he will provide. In the meantime, they will have to suffer in 
slavery and under Pharaoh’s tyranny. This week we will look at the 

Pharaohs of sin and oppression who lord it over us with their harsh 
demands. We will pray that God will free his people with a work of his 
power.  

#5 - Confronting the Pharaoh(s)

Questions For Discussion: 
1. If you were a Hebrew, how would you be feeling at the point that 

you hear the announcement that you have to make bricks without 
straw? Where in your life today do you experience despair? 

2. It has been argued that an addiction or besetting sin is like a 
Pharaoh to us. Do you agree? How would the Pharaoh of addiction 
rob someone of their freedom, your resources and joy? 

3. Read Titus 3:3. What does it mean to be “slaves to various 
passions”? 

4. God desires that we have a heart that will be soft and that we listen 
to his voice. How do we get a soft heart? Read Ezekiel 36:26 for 
help. How does Jesus set us free from the enslavement of our own 
passions? How does one find daily freedom from these things? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 7:3-35, 8:15, 8:31-9:1 

This week we stumble into one of the most difficult debates. The debate 
circles around the topic of God’s sovereignty and the free will of 
humanity. Chapters 4-14 of Exodus refer to the hardening of Pharaoh’s 

heart. The debate is over who hardened it. There are some passages 
that talk about God hardening the Egyptian leader’s heart to achieve his 

purposes. There are other passages that talk about how Pharaoh’s own 
stubbornness and refusal to heed to the will of God led to the hardening 
of his own heart. How should we respond to the hardening of Pharaoh‟s 

heart? What does it matter?  
The reason why we are jumping into the quagmire of this discussion is 

that it hits all of us right in the centre of our crazy, chaotic lives. Who is 

#6 - Pharaoh’s Hard Heart

Questions For Discussion: 
1. Ephesians 1:11 talks of a God who “works all things according to 

the counsel of his will.” Does this kind of control encourage you or 
cause you to fear? What would it look like if God was not in control 
of this world? Would anyone desire to live in such a world? 

2. Why is it understandable that God holds people accountable for 
their own decisions? What would happen if God, simply because he 
is a Sovereign, let certain evil people “off the hook” for the terrible 
things they have done? 

3. How was the crucifixion of Jesus a display of God’s sovereign plan? 
How was it a demonstration of the horrific consequences of 
humans showing the hardness of their hearts? 

4. Why is it encouraging to know that God is in control of the events of 
your life and yet people are still held responsible for their actions? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 7:1-10:29 

If you have grown up in church or know about the old Bible stories, you 
have likely heard about the plagues of Egypt. It is not surprising that 
these events would be so familiar to many people. They are out of the 

ordinary, graphic, horrific, disgusting, and comprise some of the most 
formative moments of the Exodus story. There is one overarching theme 

through the plague narrative: God is undeniably the most powerful being 
in the whole universe. He has unlimited power and authority, particularly 
over the false gods of Egypt. 

While we are many thousand years removed from these events, the false 
gods of our land are very prevalent. Today, as then, God does not want 

to share his glory with false gods. These gods are futile, will not 
satisfy ,and will be exposed by the reality and power of Jesus. 

#7 - Who’s the Boss?

Questions For Discussion: 
1. What have you learned about the nature of the plagues over Egypt? 
2. Read Deut. 4:34-35; Ex. 7:17, 8:10; Josh. 24:14; Isa. 42:8. What 

was the ultimate purpose of the plagues? 
3. If the plagues were not an attack on the Egyptian people but the 

Egyptian gods, what does this tell us about God’s love for people? 
4. From where do you think the Egyptian magicians obtained their 

power? Why does Satan want to “steal, kill and destroy” (John 
10:10) the life that God has for people? What does this tell you 
about spiritual warfare today? 

5. What are some false gods that are popularly worshipped in our 
culture today? What are some false gods in your life? 

6. How have they been ruling you, controlling you, and hurting you? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 11:1-13:16 

“Dad, what are we doing?” asked the son. The dad struggled to explain 
to his son why he was selecting the finest of the family lambs to kill. 
That’s just what God had asked for - the blood of an innocent lamb so 

that the angel of death would pass over their house. The showdown with 
Pharaoh has led to this dramatic event. On the final evening of the last 

plague on Egypt, a pure, spotless lamb was killed and its blood applied 
to the doorposts of the Israelite’s houses. This event is often referenced 
in the New Testament. At the beginning of the book of John, Jesus is 

introduced as “…the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
Jesus was the ultimate slain lamb who died to pay the price for all of our 

sin. The first Passover may have cost each family a lamb, but the death 
of Jesus cost the Father his only begotten Son (John 3:16). 

#8 - The Passover Lamb Who Was Slain

Questions For Discussion: 
1. In the  final plague, the Israelites had to put the blood of the lamb of 

God on their doorposts and lintel in order for God to pass over 
them. Can you describe how this event points us to Jesus, “the 
lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29)? 

2. Why did God tell the Israelites to have an annual Passover 
celebration? How did Jesus celebrate his final Passover? What is 
the significance of this event? 

3. What makes it hard for you to receive God’s forgiveness? Have you 
believed the lie that God could not forgive you for something? 

4. Ephesians 2:8-9 talks about how salvation is a gift. Are you trusting 
your own works over God’s gift of grace to you? How can you learn 
to trust in his saving work rather than your own? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 13:17-15:21 

This week we will cover one of the most dramatic moments in the entire 
Bible. The crossing of the Red Sea is the most famous miracle in the Old 
Testament. It is an act of God where we see what God’s salvation is all 

about. His people are rescued from slavery and bondage under a 
tyrannical ruler to follow Him into the Promised Land. We must note that 

this work comes by the way of a mediator who stands between us and 
the waters of God’s judgement. While Moses was instrumental in this 
story, we know that Jesus, the greater Moses, is the mediator who gives 

his life as a sacrifice to save us from the wrath of God. Jesus is the one 
who stands between us and the wrath of God which we deserve for our 

sin. On the cross, the just wrath of God was satisfied. Now the Christian 
can be comforted that there is no condemnation for sin (Rom. 8:1) 

#9 - From Slaves to Sons

Questions For Discussion: 
1. Read Exodus 14:10-12. Given the situation, do you identify with the 

doubts of the Israelites? Would you have felt any different? 
2. Read Moses’ response in 14:13-14. Why do we have so much 

trouble “watching” God work on our behalf? Shouldn't it actually be 
incredibly liberating if we would allow God to work and simply trust 
Him? 

3. How have you been fixing your eyes on the Pharaohs of your life 
and not on God? What happens to us when we do this? 

4. God told Moses to be obedient to him and stand on behalf of the 
people of Israel. How is Jesus even greater than Moses (for help, 
see 1 Timothy 2:5). 

5. How does shame affect our relationship with God and others. How 
has Jesus taken away our shame? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 15:22-17:7 

It can sometimes be tempting to think that the Christian life is about 

“making a decision” to follow Jesus. This decision, we reason, is about 
being sure that our sins are forgiven, thus ensuring us a place in heaven 

when we die. While that is indeed an amazing truth about the good news 
of Christianity, there is a lot more to come than just “going to heaven 
after we die”. After their rescue from Egypt, the Israelites began a long 

journey through a desert and into the land that God had promised them. 
God had a great deal of work to do yet in the hearts of his people. It has 

been said that after God had taken his people out of Egypt, he had to 
take Egypt out of his people. This work is what theologians call, 
“sanctification”. It means that God is at work in us making us holy - like 

his Son, Jesus. In the following weeks we will wander through the desert, 
noting the many parallels between our journey and that of the Israelites. 

#10 - He Leadeth Me

Questions For Discussion: 
1. Imagine having just crossed over the Red Sea. You are free from 

oppression but also far away from everything you have ever known. 
How do you feel at this moment? What would be your first move? 

2. Why was it so important for Yahweh to begin teaching his people 
what it meant to follow him? What would be the factors at stake 
regarding whether or not they can trust the pillars of cloud and fire? 

3. What function did the pillars of cloud and fire serve? How is this like 
the work of the Holy Spirit in us today? 

4. Read Isaiah 30:19-21. Have you ever felt clearly led by God’s Spirit 
telling you to walk in a certain direction? How did you know it was 
God leading you and not the effect of some strange pizza you had 
the night before, or just simply your own wishes projected onto 
“God’s will”? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 16 

After the great salvation at the Red Sea, Israel experiences a time of 
testing.  God has clearly been leading them but it has not been easy. 
They are all way out of their comfort zone. Nothing is in their control as 

they wander around en masse through the desert. Many people, 
understandably, start to grumble. They have not fully learned what it 

means to trust God for “daily bread.” Thankfully, God is gracious and 
provides for his people. However, he does it on his terms: one day at a 
time. Because God does this (His way), the Israelites learn what it means 

to trust their God for each day’s provision. There are clear parallels with 
the promises of Jesus in Matthew 6:25-34 and those parallels continue 

into our lives today. This week we will discuss the significance of the line 
in the Lord’s Prayer which says: “Give us today our daily bread.”  

#11 - What Is It?

Questions For Discussion: 
1. Why did God provide manna and quail only one day at a time? 

What was he trying to teach his people? 
2. Why was there no provision on the Sabbath day? What is the 

lesson to learn in that? 
3. Have there been moments in your life where you struggled with 

God’s provision in your life? Have you felt deprived of something? 
How did he come through with his promise in Matthew 6:33 that if 
we seek first his kingdom, he will provide what we need? 

4. Why is it so easy to doubt that God will take care of us tomorrow 
when there have been so many “todays” where he has shown 
himself faithful? 

5. What can you start to do in your life so that you do not complain 
like the Israelites, but trust in God when times get tight? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 17:1-7 

Think back to the things that seemed like the end of the world when you 
were in high school. Sometimes the things that appeared to be the most 
important at the time turned out to be not significant at all. Similarly, in 

our lives today, what we neglect as undesirable or inconsequential can 
be that which we need to focus on the most. Thankfully, God is gracious 

with us (often in spite of us). Our text this week is an excellent example of 
the above predicament. The Israelites thought that their lack of water at 
Rephidim was a total disaster. They concluded that God was not good 

and had abandoned them. What they missed was that this was yet 
another opportunity to learn to trust in the character of God and his 

faithfulness to them as His beloved people. The provision of water from a 
rock was so powerful that Paul linked this to the provision of Jesus to us. 
How silly we are to grumble when God is doing some of his finest work! 

#12 - Grumble, Grumble, Grumble

Questions For Discussion: 
1. In Exodus 17:1 we learn that the Israelites went wherever “the Lord 

commanded” them. In chapter 17 they are led to a dry place where 
there is no water for either themselves or their cattle. Why would 
God do this?  

2. Do you think that the Israelite’s grumbling was a sin? Have you ever 
grumbled like this? Do you see it as a sin or dismiss it? 

3. Have you had any experiences where you were led to a dry place 
where God’s provision seemed distant? How did you work through 
it? (or how are you working through it now?) 

4. Who around you bears the brunt of your grumbling? 
5. What does your grumbling revealed about your heart towards God? 
6. Read 17:4. What does Moses do as a leader when facing criticism? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 17:8-16, 18:127 

What would Moses be without the help of His God? “Not much” is a 
fitting answer. What would Moses be without the help of his friends? The 
same answer applies: “Not much”. To pull off a drama like the Exodus, 

the wandering, the defeat of the Amalekites and the leadership of the 
grumbling Israelites, Moses needed help. Thankfully, the same God who 

provided manna, quail and water also provided Moses with Aaron, 
Joshua and Jethro. The Christian journey is not a solo mission. God 
gives us the gift of each other to travel together en route to the Promised 

Land. We can help, comfort, and lean on each other through all kinds of 
circumstances that come our way. It would be foolish not to do so. This 

week we will look at how God gives us the gift of community and how 
we can be a part of it.  

#13 -With a Little Help From My Friends

Questions For Discussion: 
1. Why was it important for Joshua and Aaron to hold up Moses’ 

armies while he was standing on top of the hill? Why do you think 
these details are included in the story? 

2. While we mostly focus on Moses and the Israelites, who are some 
of the crucial supporting characters in the Exodus narrative? 

3. Think about some other characters in the Bible. What kind of 
people did God provide to help them? Do you think that even Jesus 
needed community and support like this? 

4. What are some barriers to having this kind of community in our 
culture today? 

5. What are some bridges we can build to ensure we are there to help 
each other out in battles like that of Israel and the Amalekites? 
(17:8-16). 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 20:1-3 

One day God called Moses up on a mountain. It was an encounter that 
would be referred to often in the Old and New Testaments. Atop Mount 
Sinai, Moses received the law from God. More specifically to our text this 

week, Moses received the Ten Commandments. For the next two weeks, 
we will look at these famous commandments.  

This week we will look at how you cannot help but break 
commandments two through ten unless you break the first one. The 

worship of God alone must be supreme in our lives. If our hearts are set 
on worshipping Him, we will not make idols, break the Sabbath, covet 

other people’s things, etc. Getting that first commandment right is so 
important to honouring God with the decisions that we make in life.  

#14 -No Other Gods

Questions For Discussion: 
1. Why does God begin the Ten Commandments by referring to his 

work in taking the Israelites out of Egypt?  
2. Why does redemption from sin and slavery precede the giving of 

the commandments about how to live holy lives? 
3. Why does God ask us to worship Him alone? Is this narcissistic or a 

way to protect us from worshipping false things that do not satisfy? 
Explain your answer. 

4. Why would the breaking of commandment one, “You shall have no 
other gods before me,” lead to the breaking of the other nine 
commandments? How have you seen this carried9 out in our world 
today? 

5. “The reason why we steal stuff is because we do not trust that God 
will take care of us.” Explain why this is true.  

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 20:4-17 

Does God want you to flourish? Yes, he does. In fact, he has clearly laid 
out a plan for how that can happen. The problem is that it doesn’t come 
about in any way like our culture thinks it should. Our culture thinks that 

freedom from God is the beginning of flourishing. God says that we 
flourish when we have an obedient heart that is connected to living for 

His glory first. That is commandment one. The others that follow (to love 
one’s neighbour correctly, to tell the truth, to forgive, to take a day off, to 
act justly, etc) are God’s instructions for us to flourish as individuals and 

as a society. It is when we go against these commandments that we go 
against the grain of how we were designed to live. This creates all sorts 

of problems. This week we will note how God’s love guides us through 
the giving of his laws and his grace covers us when we break them. 

#15 - How Humans Flourish

Questions For Discussion: 
1. How have the Ten Commandments shaped the Western judicial 

system? 
2. While we rely heavily on the Ten Commandments to establish a 

society, why does our culture view things like authority or “rules” to 
be restricting and out-dated? What would you say to your kids who 
thought that your authority and house rules were too restricting? 

3. Read Ex. 20:4-6. What images do we have today that could be said 
to have god-status? How does one of these images capture our 
hearts before it becomes a physical thing? 

4. Ex. 20:8 talks about honouring a Sabbath day. What is a Sabbath? 
What does Sabbath look like in your family or your life personally? 

5. What is the role of the Ten Commandments for a people under the 
New Covenant?  

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.



�33

No Longer
Slaves

Sermon Notes



�34

Key Bible Passages: Exodus 32:1-35 

They really did it this time. Moses was late. The crowds were getting 
restless. The gold was collected. The people needed something to do…
so they made a golden calf. “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 

you up out of the land of Egypt!” (Exodus 32:4). It was absolute 
foolishness. That’s just what idolatry is. The allure of an idol is always 

there. Sometimes it feels like God is distant, uncaring or unwilling to 
bend his will to our timeline. In all these cases we have a choice: Will we 
trust that God alone is worthy of our worship or will we trust some idol? 

While we scoff at the golden calf that the Israelites made, there are many 
golden calves in many forms today. Sixteenth century Reformer John 

Calvin observed that the human heart is an idol factory. Humans are 
capable of and willing to make all kinds of idols. In doing so, we are just 
as foolish and just as in need of grace as the Israelites were. 

#16 - The Folly of Egyptian Lovers

Questions For Discussion: 
1. In Exodus 20, God clearly tells his people not to make an idol. In 

Exodus 32 they give up their own gold to create an idol and 
worship it. What does this tell you about what people are willing to 
sacrifice to worship something other than God?  

2. How would you define an idol? Does it have to be a physical thing? 
3. What does our idolatry cost to us? What price must others pay for 

our idolatry? Are these costs worth paying? 
4. What are some popular idols in mainstream culture today? 
5. An idol can be anything that we put above God when we turn to it 

for love, comfort, support, and provision. What are some ways that 
we can learn to put God first instead of going with our instinct to 
bow to the idol? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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Key Bible Passages: Exodus 34, 2 Timothy 2:13 

The Exodus story is nearly complete. God heard the cry for deliverance 
from Pharaoh and rescued the Israelites from Egypt. God was faithful to 
His promises over and over again. The Israelites, however, were a 

different story. As we have seen, it did not take very long before they 
began to chase after other gods. God persisted out of love for His 

people. Thankfully, He is gracious and compassionate and has patience 
with our folly (Ex. 34:6).  

While the people gave lip service that they would be faithful to the 
covenant, history and experience tell us that this is not possible. We have 

all failed God. But God never fails us. God gave us His commands and 
laws not to save us by keeping them but to show us our need for grace. 
One day He would send His Son, Jesus, to make a new covenant with 

His people. It would be a covenant not written on tablets of stone but on 
human hearts. 

#17 - The Covenant

Questions For Discussion: 
1. Read Exodus 34:6-7. What do these verses tell us about the 

complete nature of God?  
2. Why is it important that God “will not let the guilty go unpunished?” 
3. How you answer the following questions determines how you view 

God’s character: Do you view God's commands as a restrictive set 
of regulations that tell you what you can and cannot do? Or are 
God’s laws a gift to us which reveal His character and what He 
expects of us? 

4. How do you understand the relationship between law and grace? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.



�37

No Longer
Slaves

Sermon Notes



Key Bible Passages: Exodus 40:34-38 

Preoccupation with the past is like trying to drive a car while looking only 
in the rear view mirror. You don't get very far that way, and you run the 
risk of an accident. I prefer to check the rearview mirror from time to 

time, making sure that the reflection is accurate, but concentrate most of 
my attention on the road ahead. The Israelites now had a past that they 

would forever remember. It was a past from which God had redeemed 
them. The future was still ahead and would be full of God’s blessing in a 
land of milk and honey.  

The book of Exodus ends with Moses finishing his work and a brief 
description of the tabernacle. While the assignment of one leader, 

Moses, is wrapping up, God is still with His people. God is still leading 
His people somewhere. God is fulfilling His promise that He made in 
Exodus 3:8. It had taken a while, the Israelites had many lessons to learn 

still. Thankfully, God keeps His word. He does the same with us today! 

#18 - Heading Home

Questions For Discussion: 
1. The Exodus story is a dramatic narrative about how God rescues a 

people from slavery and then guides them to a future they could 
never have imagined (and did not deserve). What parts of this story 
have jumped out at you? How have you been comforted? 
Challenged? 

2. The Bible ends with the promise of heaven for all who trust in 
Christ. Do you think about heaven? How does having an eternal 
perspective help you on the journey to our heavenly Promised 
Land?  

3. Earth never seems to satisfy the desires of the human heart. Why is 
this the case? 

4. How will heaven lead to the fulfillment of our earthly desires? Does 
this help you make it through today’s temptations and unmet 
expectations? 

Feel free to add a few more questions on the following page.
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