
Newsletter - 23 August 2020 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a time. 
We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in community 
with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter or send us an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has been 
saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We believe that prayer is vitally 
important to our faith lives, and that God powerfully answers our prayer. If you have a specific prayer 
request, please let us know. We would love to pray with you. 

Community: We are committed to our church community, even though we can’t physically meet at this 
point in time due to COVID-19. However, many of our church growth groups continue to meet together 
online. If you would like to join in an online growth group, please contact admin@wpcrc.org.au and we 

WELCOME 

SERMON:  SCATTERLINGS ABANDON THEIR OLD LIFE  

1 Peter 4:1-6 (CSB) 

Following Christ  

  

1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same understanding 

— because the one who suffers in the flesh is finished with sin —   

2 in order to live the remaining time in the flesh no longer for human desires, but for God’s will. 3 

For there has already been enough time spent in doing what the Gentiles choose to do: carrying 

on in unrestrained behavior, evil desires, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, and lawless idolatry. 4 

They are surprised that you don’t join them in the same flood of wild living — and they slander 

you. 5 They will give an account to the one who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 

For this reason the gospel was also preached to those who are now dead, so that, although they 

might be judged in the flesh according to human standards, they might live in the spirit according 

to God’s standards.  -- 1 Peter 4:1-6 (CSB) 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What does Peter mean when he starts this passage with “therefore”? 
2. What is the “same understanding” we should arm ourselves with? 
3. How is it that the one who suffers in the flesh is “finished with sin”? 
4. Why do you think the world (Gentiles in our text), are surprised when we don’t join them 

in their wild living? 
5. Why do you think Peter uses the word “flood” to describe the wild living of the Gentiles? 
6. How do you feel about the fact that we will all stand to be judged by God one day? 
7. Why is God’s judgement of mankind part of his love? 
8. What does Peter mean with v6? 
9. In what ways are you currently living well according to God’s standards? In what ways 

not? 
10. How can you take one step to a more holy life today according to our text? 

SERMON NOTES 



DISCIPLESHIP DIGEST 

As a church we make disciples by helping people take the next step in their faith lives. The 4 stag-
es people move through as they are discipled are Engaging with the church, being Evangelised, 
being Established in the faith, and being Equipped. These are the 4 E’s of discipleship. Over the 
last several weeks, we have been exploring the second E of the 4 E’s of discipleship: Evangelising. 
This week I want to move to the third E, being Established in the faith. 

  

Being established in the faith is something we have traditionally done very well in the Reformed 
churches, and I believe we have done very well in Wonga Park in particular. We teach our chil-
dren the doctrines of the faith from a young age, and we continue this teaching through Sunday 
school, through high school, through catechetical classes and finally through the preparation to 
do profession of faith classes. However, establishing someone in the faith is a task we all share. 
The church can only do so much. Most of the establishing ministries within the church have per-
haps 1 or 2 hours a week with a child or with a person. We simply do not have the same kind of 
impact in forming the faith life of a new or young believer as their close friends or family do. A 
child spend for example 6 hours a day at school. 

  

So this week I want to throw out a couple of questions and a challenge to our church community. 
Who do you have in your circles who is new to the faith or who is young in the faith? Where are 
they getting the majority of their faith instruction from? How can you help them grow as a new 
believer? Could you catch up with a new or young believer for coffee every week or fortnight? 
Would you be able to read scripture with them regularly? How might you spur them on the jour-
ney to Christ? Would you commit to doing that? 

  

You see the church is a community of believers who are to encourage and spur one another on. 
We as a community need to take the task of discipling each other seriously. The church institu-
tion can only do so much. As part of the church organism, how can you help? 



Diary 
Sunday 23rd August 

 9:40 am   Online Children's talk and Sunday school 
10:00 am  Online Worship Service 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  

Jack Organtzoglou   1 August 

Neil Bester     8 August 

Anne Keegel    11 August 

Alison Horner    12 August 

Martin Van der Merwe   13 August 

Ryan Weston    23 August 

Brendina Saul    24 August 

Arie Versteeg    24 August 

Emmaline Mae Van Der Jagt  27 August 

Nelleke Arnold    27 August   

Susannah Grace Van Der Jagt 27 August   

Tanya Van Der Jagt   29 August 

Henri Holtzhausen   30 August 

Carla Van Der Jagt   30 August 

Johann van der Walt  31 August 

Adri Van Leeuwen  31 August 

Johan Bakkes   1 September 

Heidi Kruger   2 September 

Xandre Theron   2 September 

Johann Schachtner  4 September 

    

BUDGET UPDATE 

Finance write-up: 
We have ended the year achieving a pleasing financial 
outcome.  Thank you to all our church family for their 
faithful support of our church.  Above all, we thank our 
Heavenly Father for His ongoing provision and blessing 
of our church.  



Looking for Work 
We would like to provide an opportunity for fellow congregation members to notify us if you are seek-
ing employment so we could try and support you in the process.  

Please send a confidential email to admin@wpcrc.org.au. If possible please attach your resume and 
give us an indication of what kind of work you are looking for and your availability. As part of this we 
would also like potential employers or people who are aware of vacancies within their businesses to 
please let us know of these opportunities by using the same email address. 

Data & Reporting Analyst, Permanent Full time. Closing date for applications 21 August 2020 Starting date 7 Sept 2020 
at Yarra Valley Water 
The role is responsible for gathering and analysing data and information which is then transformed into useable reports 
that inform business performance and subsequently instruct both day to day and longer-term strategic decisions and 
actions to be made and implemented. 
For more information and to apply: https://yvw.csod.com/ats/careersite/JobDetails.aspx?id=1704&site=1 
 
Solutions Architect – Generalist: Full time 6 months Fixed term at Yarra Valley Water 
The Solution Architect will provide business and technology solutions, governance and guidance to support the initiatives 
from ideation to delivery. Must have a good understanding of the business specialising in the Water Asset Management 
domain to ensure that solutions are in line with stakeholder expectations and are aligned to strategic organisational out-
comes. Also need to have deep knowledge about data integration, modern user experience and background in delivery 
of SaaS products. 
For more information or to apply: https://yvw.csod.com/ats/careersite/JobDetails.aspx?id=1693&site=1 
 
Solutions Architect – IoT: Full time 6 months Fixed term at Yarra Valley Water 
A key strategic goal is the commencement of a full-scale digital water meter and network sensor roll-out and would be 
one of the most significant projects ever pursued by Yarra Valley Water.  The Solution Architect will provide business and 
technology solutions, governance, guidance to support the delivery of these initiatives.  Must have a good understanding 
of the Water Asset Management domain with specialist skills in IoT technologies, applications and communications pro-
tocols (NBIoT, LoRaWAN and such) Should also have good understanding of IoT Device Management related processes 
and deliver pragmatic durable solutions. 

Someone has an old sewing machine and overlocker that they are willing to give away for free. 
 If you will be able to use it or know of someone who could use this, please email admin@wpcrc.org.au for 
more information. 
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We shall never see much change for the better in our churches in general till the prayer meeting occupies a 
higher place in the esteem of Christians.            Charles Spurgeon 
  
As we go into the coming week let us daily pray; 
                Our thanks to almighty God and rejoice in him for no matter what circumstances we find ourselves in 
there is always much to be grateful for. 
Rejoice always! Pray constantly. Give thanks in everything, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
(1Thessalonians 5:16-18 HCSB) 
  
Give praise and thanks to God for his countless blessings that continue to be rained down on us as manna from 
heaven. 
Pray for all those who are suffering from depression during this time of isolation. Pray that they will be able to 
count their blessing before the Lord and take joy in the God who saves. 
Please continue to pray for those of us still struggling with the effects of various types of cancer, Joke van der 
Veen, Martie Schachtner, Gretchen Fourie and Veronica Fernando. 
Continue to pray for Martin Hanscamp as he is in palliative care, pray also for Robert de Haan from Langwarrin 
church who is also in the last stages of cancer. 
Please continue to pray for Thinus du Plessis, Johann and Hanna van der Walt and Henk and Maria Knol as they 
also continue to struggle with various illnesses. 
Pray for our congregation that the Lord will continue to uphold each one of us and grant us his strength and 
resilience to weather the storm of the current situation. 
Continue to pray for all those affected directly by the pandemic whether through the virus itself or the economic 
fallout. 
Pray for all those fighting this pandemic on the front line, doctors, nurses, cleaners, paramedics, guards, police, 
military etc. 
Pray for the church in our nation, that we will be ready to tell of the wonderful works of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
his comfort and peace not just for this life but for all eternity. 
Continue to pray for our governments as they continue to grapple with all the ramifications associated with the 
pandemic. 
Please pray for God’s church in Sri Lanka. Despite several attacks on its attendees and attempts to shut down ser-
vices, one Sri Lankan church is helping provide emergency relief for their persecutors. Kumar was on his way to 
church when several villagers attacked him and the women who came to aid him, including his wife. The whole 
community was shaken, one of them telling an Open Doors partner, “What hurt the most was that even though 
Jesus suffered so much for us, we can’t even serve Him freely.” Now in lockdown for over two months, villages 
around Sri Lanka have been hit hard. With few able to properly provide for their families, Kumar’s church, which 
cannot be named for security purposes, saw both a need and an opportunity. 
With assistance from Open Doors, the church was able to provide rations for 100 families in the village, including 
those who had attacked Kumar. According to local believers, this simple act of generosity has transformed their 
community like never before. The pastor of the church, Shiyanth shared, “Doing this gave us more opportunities 
to share the gospel and show the love of Christ. More people are eager to know the Lord. I see a great renewal 
within the church. Even the local government representative in the village has changed his attitude towards the 
Christian community. We are building better relationships with the people now.” Please be praying as the Sri 
Lankan church navigates suffering and joy in this time. 
Pray for Sri Lanka: 
* Praise God for the love and generosity of Kumar’s church. Pray it will draw more to Christ. 
* Pray for healing over those hurt during the attacks and a spiritual healing over their perpetrators. 
* Pray for provision over Sri Lankan families struggling during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Source: Open Doors 

PRAYER POINTS 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/545563?ref=prayer
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/545563?ref=prayer
https://www.azquotes.com/author/13978-Charles_Spurgeon


 

NEXT PRAYER MEETING 

We shall never see much change for the better in our churches in general till the prayer meeting occupies a 
higher place in the esteem of Christians.            Charles Spurgeon 
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5625807703 
Meeting ID: 562 580 7703 
 
Unite417 Prayer 
"... if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land." — 2 CHRONICLES 
7:14 (ESV) 
...the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus...— ROMANS 3:22-24 (ESV) 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous person has great power as it is working. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed 

fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 

again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. -  JAMES 5:16-18 (ESV) 

Heavenly Father, today we humbly come before You, asking You to examine our hearts. To simply humble 
ourselves and pray is not enough. In this critical hour of human history, please reveal and expose any sin 2020 
in our lives that is grieving Your heart and hindering our ability to cooperate with You. Help us to rise with 
fresh consecration in this critical hour. 
Lord, freshly cleanse Your church around the world so we, as Your people, can fully represent You to our 
nations and respond to You in prayer. 
With repentant hearts, our trust is in the gift of righteousness we have received by faith in Your redemptive 
work. We have been justified by faith. Through Your work on the cross, we have access to Your presence. 
Therefore, we are crying out with confidence, knowing the prayers of the righteous are powerful and effective. 
Heavenly Father, through the redemptive work of Your Son, we confidently approach Your throne with this 
prayer: Revive Your church and save millions of precious people through a fresh outpouring of Your Holy Spirit. 
Even the great characters in Scripture—like the prophet Elijah—were simply human. They also struggled with 
unbelief, fear, discouragement, anger, and despair. Yet, in the midst of their own crises, they found 
supernatural strength in You. Today, we freshly choose the way of faith. We rise up in the strength of Your 
might, committed to praying until we have seen victory over COVID-19 and the havoc it has wreaked on our 
cities and nations. 
Heavenly Father, You promise to strengthen Your people. Therefore, we are crying out to You for supernatural 
strength, that through faith and patience, we might fully possess everything You have promised us. 
Israel was stricken by a crippling drought, then delivered from the very same drought 3-1/2 years later 
through the prayers of Elijah. We know Your rule is not limited to the weather. You are sovereign over 
everything. 
Therefore, we are asking You to heal our lands from COVID-19 and drive this disease from the nations of the 

earth. 

#UNlTE714 
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GIVING 

In our church we have 2 offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this congrega-

tion. The second offering goes toward various ministry organisations we support. If you would like to support 

this work you can do so in a few different ways:  

In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 

Bank Transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356.              For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 

Via Church App: Download it here https://wpcrc.org.au/app/ 

Session Clerk & Church              

Administrator  

Annandra  Kock 

Mondays 9am-3pm 

clerk@wpcrc.org.au    

or                 

admin@wpcrc.org.au 

0407 405 555 

 

Newsletter Editors 

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

Will Roodt 

0401 645 075 

Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 

 

Child Safe Coordinator 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 

 

Prayer Ministry 

prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808 

 

Music Ministry 

Mia Van Wyk 

0420 817 800 

 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nicky Bester 

0439 084 987 

 

Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 

0499 230 872 

 

Crèche ministry 

Abigail Remminga 

0497 370 820 

 

Creative Space  

Elmie Schachtner 

0416 805 656 

 

GEMS  

(primary aged girls group) 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 

 

Kids Hope Coordinator 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

 

CAP Money Course 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 

 

Pastor 

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Youth Pastor 

Tim Gray 

0448 660 291 

youth@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Chairman and Worship Services 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 

 

Finance 

Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 

 

Facilities Management  

Peter Day 

0404 227 776  

 

Youth and Children 

Ryan Weston 

0430 465 125 

 

Growth Groups 

Jack Organtzoglou  

0403 377 559 
 

 

Margreet Day 

0491 117 900 

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Margreet Day 

0491 117 900 AH 9723 0753 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 

Gerry Smedes  

0432 559 725 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

https://wpcrc.org.au/app/
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