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Week of Jan 20, 2019 — Committed: Engaged in 
Community

Introduction
Let’s try it again! What are three main points of the MRBC vision statement? 
(Connected…, engaged…, influencing…)

Context
Before diving into the passage from the sermon this week, take a few moments to discover 
the context:

• Read Acts 1:1-2. What happened previously that Luke (the author of Acts) 
summarized in these first few verses?

• Read Acts 2:1-4. What happened to the disciples in this passage? And what was 
the people’s response in 2:12-13?

• Peter preached a sermon—of sorts—in response to the people. Read Acts 2:36 
to see Peter’s conclusion. What two terms does he use to describe Jesus? 
What do they mean?

• How did the people respond after hearing Peter’s message in 2:37? What was 
Peter’s answer to them in 2:38?

Jonathan’s message was on being “engaged in community” as a church. The above 
questions on context show the early church’s foundation for their community:

• How could you summarize this foundation?

• Is this true for us as well in the 21st century? How does Acts 2:39 speak to that?

Scripture / Sermon - Acts 2:42-47
Committment

• Jonathan mentioned that community is hard (can I get an, “Amen”!) but to derive 
benefits from it you need to commit:

° Can anyone share a time where they committed to something and in 
the end it paid off? What about the opposite (didn’t give it a decent 
chance, and it failed?)
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Fellowship / Unity

• Read Acts 2:44. Who does it say was together and had all things in common?

° How does this speak to the foundation / shared belief of their 
community? What was their “common-unity”?

° Is this an accurate description of your community group? Why or why 
not? What could be done to make it more true of your group?

• How can we get past the, “coffee, cookies, and chit-chat” kind of fellowship that 
was mentioned in the sermon? In other words, what are the barriers to going 
deep in community and what could you do about it?

• Our society often implies that in order to be happy, we need to take what’s ours 
and strive for “more”. How does Acts 2:44-46 speak to this?

° Have you ever experienced something like this? Describe a time 
when you were both “glad and generous” together (2:46).

Need for community

• Do you have someone who loves you, cares for you, and will “call you out” when 
necessary? Are you that someone for another? Who are they?

• Have you ever felt alone in your faith and been encouraged by other believers 
(even just being with them in a worship service)? Do you consider this if/when 
you don’t attend?

• How much do you resonate with Jonathan’s “yo-yo” description of life/faith when 
we’re alone with our thoughts? Can you share a time when being with other 
believers brought an encouraging (change in) perspective?

• When was the last time you invited someone over? If it’s been a while (or if it’s 
never happened), what’s holding you back? 

° As a group, brainstorm possible solutions to overcome any obstacles 
shared

Prayer
Pray as a group:

• For an understanding of what Christian community is and the need for it 

• For community to flourish and grow in the church (both ours and others)


