
1 Cor 5 - “Purge the Evil”

Opening Question: If other people were going to describe you through something you do, how 
would they describe you? (You can’t ask anyone else!!) For example, I, Steve, would say, “Bible 
Teacher” probably because that’s what I most enjoy doing so hope people see that in me.

The problem Paul is addressing in this passage is that there is someone who is being described 
as “sexually immoral” by his actions. Paul is teaching the church how to deal with such a 
person.

Read 1 Cor 5:1-13.

Q. What’s the problem? Is it the person? The sin? Or is it the attitude toward the person/sin? 
What evidence is there that it could well be the latter? [If you get stuck note specifically vv2,6.]

Q. What the goodness gracious is Paul talking about in verse 3? He’s absent in body (fair 
enough) but present in spirit?! He’s already pronounced judgement? How?

Q. What does it mean to give up the man’s flesh for destruction so that his spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord (v5)?

In a dualistic society (separation of body and spirit) the thought was that it doesn’t matter what 
you do with your body because it’s thoroughly evil but as long as you kept your spirit pure you’d 
achieve salvation. Paul has something to say about this elsewhere - Romans 8:4 (and 
following). Jesus says similar things to Nicodemus (being born again - John 3).

In verses 6-8 Paul uses the imagery of Jewish festivals (Feast of Weeks and Passover) to warn 
the church that people steeped in sin are bad leaven and make the whole batch bad (Feast of 
Weeks - get rid of the old leaven). Jesus (the Passover lamb) died to free the world from sin.

Q. From verses 9-13 what has been the misunderstanding between Paul and the Corinthian 
church?

Q. Who do you suppose would be left in our church if we banned the sexually immoral, greedy, 
idolators, revilers, drunkards and swindlers (v11)? [Rhetorical question!]

Q. And so what is Paul saying to do? What does he mean by “judging”?

I think Paul’s talking about discipleship here. We can’t disciple someone outside of the church - 
they aren’t looking for it because they don’t value it. We can only disciple those inside the 
church BUT…

Q. How can we “judge” (or more appropriately “examine”) one another when we’re all filthy 
sinners (Matt 7:2-5)?

Q. How can we disciple people when it’s so easy to take offence at correction?

Maybe… just maybe Jesus is our perfect example in discipleship. We therefore can’t disciple 
people until we are disciples ourselves?
Does that sound familiar? :-)
Pray that we as a church will be willing to be disciples and to be discipled!


