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THIS IS YOUR MISSION 
CMBC March 3, 2012                                                                         Matthew 10:1 – 42 

 

Jesus has taught his disciples. He has modeled ministry for them. Now it gets 
exciting. He is ready to send them out. 
Chapter 10 is a whole training session for those going out as witnesses, 
instructions for those going out for the first time on their own. 
 
But let’s step back. Matthew first gives us a look at Jesus’ heart for the lost. 
 
1. JESUS‘ COMPASSION FOR THE LOST  

Matthew 9:35  Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and sickness. [36]  When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd.  
a. This is why he came 

i. He had compassion 
ii. He left heaven for this 
iii. ILL You heard about the mess your child was in. You saw the sad 

desperate situtation and went to rescue them 
 

b. It is a harvest for reaping 
Matthew 9:37  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful 
but the workers are few. [38]  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest field.”  
i. Jesus isn’t sending his disciples into a hopeless cause. 

1. Not looking out on an unharvestable field 
2. “The harvest is plentiful” 
3. There will be a harvest!! 
4. There will be people saved!! 
5. He calls us to a harvest where people will be saved. 

ii. The harvest is so big he asks us to pray for workers. 
1. This isn’t just sending out his disciples. It is lifting their vision 

to see the vastness of the harvest and their need to pray for 
more harvesters. 
 

2.  HEARING THE CALL OF JESUS   
We talk about the great commission. There are 2 commissions. One is to 
come and the other is to go. 
a. To come 
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i. Jesus first call is for us to come to him – come to the cross 
ii. Trust him 
iii. Follow him as his disciple 

 
b. To go 

i. Jesus then call us to go as his representative 
ii. You understand more than did the disciples when he sent them 

out 
1. In fact, here Jesus tells them not to go to the Gentiles. They 

are still in training and weren’t ready to meet the challenges of 
the Gentile. 

2. You go to your neighbours, family, friends and may not be 
ready to go to Thailand.  

3. Their message simply was “The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 

4. You understand the message of the cross. 
iii. Go with his compassion – they got that 

Matthew 10:1 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out evil * spirits and to heal every disease and 
sickness.  
1. Have compassion.  
2. Don’t get used to lost people around you 

 
3. Instructions For What To Expect 

a. Find the open heart 
[11]  “Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy 
person there and stay at his house until you leave.  
i. Not “good” but “ready”, “needy” – ready for harvest 
ii. Get to know them so that you can discern their readiness 
iii. That is good advice for today. 

 
b. Saying the right thing 

i. Vs. 19 do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time 
you will be given what to say, [20]  for it will not be you speaking, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  
1. Fear of what to say stops us from witnessing 
2. You are not trying to sell your idea but God’s message 

ii. But you need to be wise in what you say. 
Vs.16  I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore 
be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.  
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1. ILL Shrewdness of Jesus when he stayed away from a public 
display in the cities and towns after the man with leprosy told 
everyone. 

2. We need to be careful in understanding the need and what 
needs to be said 

iii. BUT believing that the Holy Spirit will speak through you. 
 
Here is another important point in Jesus’ lessons to the disciples. 
 

c. Understand an offended response 
i. Vs 21  “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; 

children will rebel against their parents and have them put to 
death. [22]  All men will hate you because of me, but he who 
stands firm to the end will be saved.  

ii. Here is the reality: 
There is often a rebellious feeling against spiritual instruction – you 
have felt that against parents, pastor, and friends. 

iii. You don’t win people by offending them 
1. But don’t expect never to offend 
2. Try to find out why. Try to understand what causes their 

offence.  
ILL. Hurt at the church 

3. Don’t look for trouble  
Vs. 23  When you are persecuted in one place, flee to 
another. 

 
d. Being realistic about the challenge 

i. Vs 24  “A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master. [25]  It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and 
the servant like his master.  

ii. You are not better than Jesus 
1. Not everyone accepted what he said 
2. People were offended by him 
3. He was put down, laughed at, spit at and killed 
4. Jesus faced spiritual – and so do you 

 
e. Never forget whom you are serving 

Vs 26  “So do not be afraid of them.” 
i. Know who it is who has called you to tell the message 
ii. Know who it is who has called you to the harvest 
iii. You are important to God.  

1. He is the one who called you to the harvest 
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2. He will not let you down 
3. Don’t be afraid 

 
f. Keep your focus 

i. Vs.37  “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; [38]  and anyone who does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. [39]  Whoever finds 
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  

ii. Don’t let anyone be so important in your life, that they cause you 
to close your mouth or water down the message 

iii. Put nothing ahead of your commitment to Jesus 
 

g. It is Christ speaking thru you 
i. Vs. 40  “He who receives you receives me, and he who receives 

me receives the one who sent me.  
ii. Let’s first look at it from the point of view of you receiving the 

message 
1. When you hear the message it is Christ speaking to you 

through the person that spoke to you 
2. You share in the reward of that person’s ministry 

iii. When you speak, believe it, it is Christ speaking through you 
1. That is why your witness is so important. 
2. Christ speaks to the world that way today. 

iv. There is more. Your witness is the result of such a real inner 
experience with Christ, that you have become one with him and 
your witness flows from that inner life. 
1. That is the basis for Vs. 32  “Everyone who acknowledges me 

publicly here on earth, I will also acknowledge before my 
Father in heaven.  

2. This is not a threat but a fact of your inner life with Christ. 
 

h. Witness out of your heart of compassion 
Vs. 42  And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he 
will certainly not lose his reward.”  

i. This is what a compassionate heart looks like 
ii. Ask God to give you not just a tolerance or a concern or a sense 

of duty for the lost around you. 
iii. Ask Him to give you a heart filled with compassion. 
 

 


