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The year that was 2015 was our 86th year of “formal 
ministry” in Canada, and my 4th year as Threshold 
Ministry’s National Director. To suggest that our 
shared lives together have been exciting and 
challenging would be a significant understatement!

Over 86 years of ministry lends one to pause for 
reflection and consideration of the impact that we 
have made on the community, the church and our 
country. To think that it all began as an experiment, 
when a group of evangelists came from the UK, 
charged with the task of sharing the Gospel, to 
equip and mobilize the saints for ministry. 

We have not left our mandate! Today, we have 
continued to live up to this weighty challenge 
of bringing Light into dark places, by equipping 
individuals and challenging others to replicate in 
their communities. The methodology and practice 
has varied and changed – our culture and society 
have changed, but we strive on. 

With your help, through your prayers, encouragement 
and financial support, we have continued to work 
with denominational leaders to help mobilize and 
equip congregations for evangelism and mission. 
Stepping into Evangelism has been modified into 
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a parish workshop, opening doors so that we can help 
parishes see their part in God’s story and generate some 
encouragement for reaching out.

We have continued to equip men and women for ministry 
– some for full-time, others for bi-vocational ministry. In 
the coming year, we are looking at commissioning 5 
new evangelists! Some of our evangelists have begun 
new work, in new communities – including 5 community 
chaplaincies.

Financially, we suffered a deficit. This is painful and can 
be discouraging. What I am in awe of is how, despite the 
deficit, we did not need to cut any ministry projects. God 
sustained us. It did mean, however, that we had to delay 
launching some new projects that we were dreaming of, 
until the time was right.

I give thanks – for wisdom, for the saints who stand with us, 
for the privilege of being a part of His unfolding mystery, 
for our evangelists, the board and our staff. We do this and 
continue in this mandate, to walk alongside 
as we journey together and offer, “to the 
only wise God be glory forevermore through 
Jesus Christ! Amen.” (Romans 16:27)
Gratefully,

Shawn C. Branch
National Director



Our evangelist formation program continued 
throughout 2015; this was the second year of the 
3-year program. The program provides education 
through modular courses, independent study and 
practical placements/supervision. Our students 
without prior work in Biblical or theological study 
have been placed with our partnered institutions – 
St. Stephen’s University or Wycliffe College.

FORMATION

Our Evangelists share faith through words and action in a variety of contexts across Canada, transforming 
lives and communities with the Good News of the Gospel. Together, we have the privilege to help pioneer 
new ministries across Canada.

2015 Highlights and Milestones:
• The Faith Community Reintegration Project begins with 5 chaplains in 5 communities (spanning 2 

provinces) with potential for future openings;
• The RV in Victoria continues to create a safe, warm place for people to get off the streets at night;
• An Evangelist-in-training becomes a community chaplain within the Faith Community Reintegration 

Project;
• An open door was received for new ministry locations for Street Hope in Saint John, NB;
• Over 100 sponsors for the Christmas Backpacks Campaign;
• Hundreds of workshops, bible studies, recovery meetings and training sessions provided across the 

country and in northern communities;
• The decision to end project Equipping Evangelists for the purposes of partnering with Forge Canada;
• The new worshipping community in Whitehorse expands and begins meeting in the new centre drawing 

in more people who would not normally attend traditional church;
• We helped coordinate and lead youth ministry training for the Diocese of New Brunswick.
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Byworth Trust 
Scholarship Award 

Recipients: Erick 
Hinton, Rob Pitman,
Kevin Richardson, 
John Simpson, and 
Paul van Schyndel 

Our subject areas in 2015, focused on evangelism, team raising, preaching and other faith traditions. 
We were blessed to have Preston Pouteaux, DMin; Merv Budd, MDiv; Hugh Kirkegaard, MDiv; as 
instructors. Additionally, we continued study and reflection on the mission of Threshold Ministries as 
well as Spiritual Formation.

One regret was news that our Dean of Formation, Ruth Jarvis Coleman, decided to retire during the 
summer. Ruth was a tremendous gift to the staff at the national office, a great mentor and friend to 
our Evangelists-in-Training.  She was instrumental in the launch of our current training program; we are 
grateful for her contributions and her leadership. 

Recruitment for a new Dean began, but was placed on hold. Oversight of 
the Formation program and training has been given to the National Director’s 
office. 

Full-time students 2015: Joan Cavanaugh (Minden ON), Carol-Ann Foty 
(Toronto ON), Erick Hinton (Victoria BC), Rob Pitman (Saint John NB), John 
Simpson (Whitby ON), Paul van Schyndel (Oshawa ON).

Check out the back page for exciting news on our training program!
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Threshold Ministries exists to help bring people from all walks        of life into a living relationship with Jesus Christ and His people.

MINISTRY PROJECTS



Fiscal year October 1st, 2014
- September 30th, 2015

 year end -$194,180

Financial
Breakdown

79.3% of our resources help people in need!
FINANCIALS

Project Programs 51.2%
Evangelistic Activities 26.0%
Scholarships 2.1%
General and Admin 17.1%
Fundraising 3.6%

COMMUNITY

PARTNERSHIPS

Our community is a group of Evangelists consisting of clergy, outreach and 
missions workers, offender and ex-offender reintegration chaplains, youth 
ministry leaders and church planters - spreading Jesus’ message of hope to all 
parts of Canada.

2015 Highlights and Milestones:
• Regional Gathering
• Offered courses and workshops across Canada to encourage 

congregations to become more evangelistic
• Encouraged Evangelism daily through sharing stories from the field and Evangelism Tips 

on social media and through The Candle Newsletter
• Encouraged many across the country to pray together daily through our Prayer Diaries

Thank you to all our volunteers, donors, supporters, prayer partners, 
evangelists and staff across the country and around the globe. 

WE ARE ABLE TO DO ALL WE DO BECAUSE OF YOU
AND YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 

Threshold Ministries is proud to be a member of:
• The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada 
• Canadian Council of Christian Charities

We are blessed to be in Partnerships with:
• St. Stephen’s University      •   Wycliffe College     •   Forge Canada 

Special thank you to:
• Our Board of Directors - Andrew Barker, Kathy Bell, The Rt Revd 

T.O. Buckle (Chair), The Revd Tim Chesterton, The Revd Dr Norbert 
Haukenfrers, Dr. John W. Irwin (Vice-Chair), Dr. Frederick M. Ketchen 
(Honorary Board Member), and Doug Schindel

• Church Army International for their support and collaboration
• EVIG Foundation, Whitaker Charitable Trust, Vancouver Foundation, 

Byworth Trust (Evangelism Training Scholarships), Sisters of Charity, The 
Anglican Foundation

“Evangelist
Support
Raising”

Administrative costs include: office expenses, professional fees, travel, Social Media, advertising and promotional material design.
Audited by Curry and Betts - Chartered Professional Accountants

Threshold Ministries exists to help bring people from all walks        of life into a living relationship with Jesus Christ and His people.
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As you know, the first item in our mandate is to train and equip people for ministry, the second is 
to be a resource to the church. In response to that, we have been looking at how we can best 
accomplish both of these in a way that helps further equip individuals for evangelistic ministry. 
We are thrilled to announce that we are launching a new ministry school, aimed at equipping 
our current and future leaders, to read the culture and help transform their communities for the 
Kingdom!

Threshold School of Ministry will be the vehicle through which we train our future evangelists and 
will be available and accessible to those training for other types of ministry as well. We are in final 
negotiations to have the program accredited through a university - at both a Master’s and a 
diploma level. Full details on the program, curriculum, faculty and dates will be available
soon at www.tsom.ca

WILL YOU JOIN US IN 2016?
Contact us to find out how you can be part of our community:

• Tell one person about Threshold Ministries;
• Consider a one-time financial gift or an increase in your giving this year;
• Set up a Legacy gift;
• Follow and share us on social media;
• And most importantly spread the Good News of Jesus to your friends and family. 

/thresholdministrieswww.thresholdministries.ca @thresholdmin

COMING
IN2016

THRESHOLD MINISTRIES National Ministry Centre - (506)642-2210, 105 Mountain View Drive, Saint John, NB

We are looking to the future after a 2-year discernment of moving toward becoming a Missional 
Community. After reading, prayer, discussion, reflection and more prayer, the evangelists and 
board have discerned to move in this direction.

“The vision is for Threshold Ministries to be able to welcome and support people who are passionate 
about sharing the Gospel, seeing communities transformed and lives changed. Until now, only 
those commissioned by our ministry were part of the community. Our founder, Wilson Carlile, had a 
vision to ‘help turn the church inside out’ and we share that vision.” said Shawn C. Branch, National 
Director and Mission Leader.

Becoming a Missional Community means that many other people can now join the organization as 
members of a new modern missionary movement. This operational discernment makes it possible 
for Threshold Ministries to become the spiritual home for all who are passionate about sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus through words and action with those beyond the reach of the Church. We hope to 
be in a position to announce how people can join our new community by the fall of 2016. For more 
information, please visit www.missionalcommunity.ca

HELP THRESHOLD MINISTRIES CONTINUE TO GROW!


