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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Good morning and welcome to this service of worship on the Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost.   My name is Paul Schumacher and I am the interim priest-in-charge during this time 
of transition, here at the Church of The Advent.   
Now, we invite you to come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses and your 
fears.  Come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, along 
with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  For God loves us all and 
all are welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 494 “Not for Tongues of Heaven’s Angels”    
                                   (© 1988, GIA Publications, Inc)  
 

 Not for tongues of heaven’s angels, 
 not for wisdom true and kind; 
 not for faith that masters mountains,  
 for this better gift we yearn: 
 
Refrain:   
 may love be ours, Lord; 
 may love be ours. 
 May love be ours, O Lord. 
 
 Love is humble, love is gentle, 
 love is tender, true and kind; 
 love is gracious, ever patient, 
 generous of heart and mind:     
 

Refrain 
 
 Never jealous, never selfish,  
 love will not rejoice in wrong; 
 never boastful nor resentful, 
 love believes and suffers long:    



Refrain 
  

In the day this world is fading,  
 faith and hope will play their part; 
 but when Christ is seen in glory,  
 love shall reign in every heart:     
 

Refrain 
 
Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Green prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Living God, increase in us the healing power of your love.  Guide and direct us that we do 
what is pleasing to You and share the good news of the kingdom with all creation.  In the 
name of our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray.   Amen 
 
Collect of the Day:  God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, 
and voices to sing your praise.  Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and 
worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, Our Savoiur and Lord. Amen 
 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: “Like A Rock”   
              (Keri K Wehlander & Linnea Good © 1999 Borealis Music) 

 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet.  
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.  
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore. 
 
Psalm:  124 (BAS Pg.  884)                                                                                               Mike Armstrong 
 
If the Lord had not been on our side, let Israel now say;  
If the Lord had not been on our side, when enemies rose up against us;  
Then would they have swallowed us up alive in their fierce anger toward us;  



Then would the waters have overwhelmed us and the torrent gone over us;  
Then would the raging waters have gone right over us.  
Blessed be the Lord! he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.  
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; the snare is broken, and we have 
escaped.  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 12:1-8                                                                                   Mike Armstrong  
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
  
Hymn of the Day:  Songs for a Gospel People #95 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  
                                 (T. O. Chisholm; Arranged by Lloyd Larson © 1951 Hope Publishing Company)  

  
Great is thy faithfulness, O God our Father! 

 There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
 Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
 As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain:  
 Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, 
 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
 All I needed thy hand hath provided – 
 Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
  
 
 



Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
 Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
 Join with all nature in manifold witness 
 To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.      
 

Refrain 
 
 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
 Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow – 
 Wonderous the portion thy blessings provide.      
 

Refrain 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 16:13 - 20                                                                                          Kathy Middleton 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I 
am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                              Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  



He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 
May all I say and all I think be in harmony with you precious Lord; God within me, God beyond 
me.   
Lord, in the quiet of the morning hour, we come to You for peace, wisdom, and power, to view 
the world today through love-filled eyes; to be patient, understanding, gentle, and wise. 
 
I will end each petition with Holy and Loving Lord. Please respond with: Hear our Prayer. 
 
Lord we thank you for the prayers You have answered. Even when we thought it was not the 
answer we were looking for or expecting. You always know what is best for us.  Remind us that 
we must be patient and wait for the right time, the right place, the right space, for us to receive 
your answers.   
 

Holy and Loving Lord, hear our Prayer. 
 

Lord we pray for peace. Peace in our hearts, in our homes, in our neighbourhoods, our cities, 
our country, and for the whole world. We pray for all whose lives have been touched by 
tragedy, whether by accident or by deliberate act. 
 

Holy and Loving Lord, hear our Prayer. 
 

We pray for all churches in the world, in our diocese and in our community. We pray for all 
leaders of all churches.   
 

Holy and Loving Lord, hear our Prayer. 
 

Lord we pray for those who have asked us to pray for them. We also pray for those who have 
no one to pray for them.   We ask that you hold them in Your healing hands. You alone know 
their needs Lord, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Maureen, Melissa, and any others you wish 
to name either aloud or silently in your hearts.  
 

Holy and Loving Lord, hear our Prayer. 
 

Loving Lord we pray for family and friends who mourn for loved ones. May the God who listens 
to our hearts and enters into our pain bless us and all who are in need with the comfort and 
quiet of gentle presence. 

Holy and Loving Lord, hear our Prayer. 



Lord, bless all who serve in our Military and all our first responders who put their lives in 
jeopardy every day so we can be safe.  Protect them as they are tasked in our communities or 
around the world.  Keep them in Your loving hands and return them safely to their families. 

 
Holy and Loving Lord, hear our Prayer. 

 
May the love of God watch over you. 
May the peace of Christ fill your heart. 
May the presence of the Holy Spirit fill you and speak to you in your dreams.    
Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  
Amen.  
May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   



And may the blessing of the God The Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn:   Gather 609 “You Are The Voice”     
                                                    (David Haas; 1987 © – G.I.A. Publications, Inc.) 

 
Refrain: 
  (For) You are the voice of the living God  
 calling us now to live in your love,  
 to be children of God once again. 
 
 Praise for the light that shines through the night, 
 From darkness to light, from death to new life, 
 And praise to the morning that brings forth the sun, 
 To open our eyes to the Lord! 
 To open our eyes to the Lord!        
 

Refrain  
 
 Praise for the water that springs from the sea, 
 The seed that gives life to all who believe, 
 God’s love overflowing, our hearts know the joy 
 To be daughters and sons of the Lord! 
 To be daughters and sons of the Lord!       
 

Refrain  
 
 Praise for the singing and praise for the dance, 
 With new heart and voice, all raise the song 
 Of praise to creation; all heaven and earth, 
 Come sing of the glory of God! 
 Come sing of the glory of God!       

 
Refrain  
 

 
Commissioning: God, with all your faithful followers in every age, we praise you, the rock of our 
life.  Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 
 



TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, & Paul, our Interim Priest. 

For S. Barnabas, Victoria, & Diocese of Kootenay.  
In the Selkirk Region for St. Peter & St. Paul Esquimalt.  

 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 

Today, we remember Ethan, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Alice, Carol Ann, Joan, Maureen, 
Melissa. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  
 


