Space for God Faithful in Little

PREPARATION

® IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT ®

| have not kept the good news of your justice hidden in my heart; | have talked
about your faithfulness and saving power. | have told everyone in the great assem-
bly of your unfailing love and faithfulness. Psalm 40:10

WORSHIP

The Lord rewarded me for doing right. He has seen my innocence.
To the faithful you show yourself faithful; to those with integrity
you show integrity. Psalm 18:24-25

CONFESSION

So don't make judgments about anyone ahead of time—before the Lord returns.
For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives.
Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due. 1 Corinthians 4:5

MEDITATION Matthew 25:14-30*

gain, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on

a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them
while he was gone. He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another,
and one bag of silver to the last-dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then
left on his trip.

“The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money and
earned five more. The servant with two bags of silver also went to work and earned
two more. But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the
ground and hid the master’s money.

"After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an
account of how they had used his money. The servant to whom he had entrusted the
five bags of silver came forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five
bags of silver to invest, and | have earned five more.

"The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful in handling this small amount, so now | will give you many more re-
sponsibilities. Let's celebrate together!”

“The servant who had received the

two bags of silver came forward and IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY

said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags | Read Slowly, several times.
of silver to invest, and | have earned | Reflect What does the text say?
two more. Respond  How does it relate to my life?

“The master said, ‘Well done, my Rest | welcome God’s healing and renewal.

good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so
now | will give you many more responsibilities. Let's celebrate together!’

“Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, | knew you were
a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn‘t plant and gathering crops you didn't culti-
vate. | was afraid | would lose your money, so | hid it in the earth. Look, here is your
money back.

“But the master replied, 'You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew | harvested crops |
didn't plant and gathered crops | didn't cultivate, why didn't you deposit my money
in the bank? At least | could have gotten some interest on it."

“Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one with the
ten bags of silver. To those who use well what they are given, even more will be giv-
en, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what
little they have will be taken away. Now throw this useless servant into outer dark-
ness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

ANCHORING PRAYER
May You find me faithful.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

Where could | take more risks for the sake of the Gospel?
In what way am | “playing it safe” as | await Christ’s return?

WISDOM
But be sure to fear the Lord and faithfully serve him. Think of all the wonderful
things he has done for you. 1 Samuel 12:24

But remember that they will have to face God, who stands ready to judge
everyone, both the living and the dead. 1 Peter 4:5

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.
BENEDICTION

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before
his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable. Hebrews 4:13
Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God.
* Amen °
Romans 14:12 SPACE FOR GOD DAILY
Be still and quiet before God.
Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and guidance.
Speak and act from a listening heart.
Actively serve in community with others.
PermaneSED (Abide) Kurt D. Peters. Bold portions to be read in unison. *Lectionary, Year A
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