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Four years is a long time for a parish to be without a rec-
tor, an ordained leader of its shared ministry. However, on 
February 2, 2016, the four years of waiting officially came 
to an end for the people of St. George, Maple Ridge as they 
participated in the Induction of the Rev. David Edgerton 
as rector during the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Temple.

A large congregation and a respectable number of 
clergy (all the clergy in the Golden Ears deanery were in 
attendance) gathered in the sanctuary to experience this 

celebration of new ministry. The St. George’s nave and 
chancel, designed and constructed in the second half of 
the 20th century, are bright and welcoming. On this night, 
there was a little extra light in the room, possibly a reflec-
tion from the wide smiles of the parishioners, so delighted 
that this day had finally arrived. 

The order of service for the broad and diverse liturgy 
at St. George’s was communicated by PowerPoint and a 
printed service leaflet. The content and flow of the induc-
tion and Eucharist, presided over by Bishop Skelton, was 

similar to the many others that have been covered over 
the years by diocesan communications. However, each 
celebration of new ministry has an uniqueness and a certain 
character and a “feel.” This liturgy contained a genuine 
feeling of excitement — an air of anticipation. Renewal 
was in the air. 

This may have something to do with the fact that the 
new rector and his family arrived in Maple Ridge from Bir-
mingham, England. Rev. Edgerton had recently completed 

On Monday, December 21, 2015, Bishop Skelton 
announced the creation of the Bishop’s Fund for Refugee 
Resettlement. In the announcement she wrote, “The pur-
pose of this fund is to cover a range of expenses above and 
beyond the monies raised by parishes or other groups to 
satisfy the requirements of their sponsorship applications. 
Examples of the kinds of expenses the Bishop’s Fund for 
Refugee Resettlement could cover include: the repayment of 
travel loans, extraordinary medical expenses, ”month 13” 
expenses (expenses during the time of transition from spon-
sor support to self-sufficiency), and any other unforeseen 
gaps between a refugee family’s projected expenses and what 

Bishop’s Fund for Refugee Resettlement
it actually costs to live in this part of Canada.”

Since the launch of the fund and this April issue of Topic 
going to print in early March 2016, two refugee families 
have been welcomed by groups associated with the diocese 
of New Westminster as a Sponsorship Agreement Holder 
(SAH); three more family groups are expected to arrive 
in the month of March. As of this writing in early March 
there is over $66,000 in the fund. 

This is a great way to help support refugee ministry so 
please prayerfully consider a donation and don’t hesitate 
to share the news about this fund to friends, relatives, co-
workers and social network contacts. 

HOW TO GIVE
Those wishing to contribute by credit card will find a “Give” 
button located at the top of each page (the header) of the 
diocesan website at www.vancouver.anglican.ca. For your 
convenience here is a direct link: bit.ly/1LYHy0x. You can 
also text DONW to 7797, and this same contribution link 
will be texted to you. Please click on the dropdown box 
beside the words “Giving Type.”

Those wishing to make a contribution by cheque, may 
make out the cheque to The Diocese of New Westminster, 
noting that it is for the Bishop’s Fund for Refugee Resettle-
ment and mail it to: 1410 Nanton Avenue, Vancouver BC 
V6H 2E2. W

Bishop Skelton presents the new rector to the parish. PHOTO Randy Murray The new rector, the Rev. David Edgerton shares the Peace of Christ. PHOTO Randy Murray

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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The Future of the Church is Found in the Spirit of God

an extended curacy of four and a half years at Knowle 
Parish Church in the Birmingham suburbs. That church 
is one of the largest in the Birmingham diocese and has 
a vibrant children’s and youth ministry. St. George’s is a 
parish that is also very enthusiastic about children, youth 
and young families and a connection has already been 
made between the new rector and the supporters of these 
ministries at St. George’s. 

The Rev. Edgerton also has strong connections to 
Canada. His wife Bridget was born in the Vancouver area 
and was trained in nursing at Trinity Western University 
in Langley. She moved to England to train as a midwife 
in 2002. Rev. Edgerton visited BC once or twice a year 
since they met in England in 2003, but that’s not where 
the connection stops. Several years ago, Rev. Edgerton met 
Bridget’s roommate’s boyfriend, Kyle Norman, and they 
became good friends. Kyle was on a path to ordination 
and became an Anglican priest. Rev. Norman has been the 
rector of Holy Cross in Calgary since September of 2009. 
Early in his incumbency, Rev. Norman welcomed his friend 
David Edgerton (who was in the midst of his Theology 
studies at Ridley Hall in Cambridge) to serve as an intern 
for a month at Holy Cross. So, it was completely appropri-
ate for the faithful at St. George’s to arrange to bring Rev. 
Norman to Maple Ridge to preach at the induction. 

Rev. Norman selected the Gospel, Luke 2: 22 – 40 for 
his text. In a 20-minute homily he focused on the presence 
of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Simeon and Anna and 
how their devotion is meaningful to us in our present day 
context. “Devout faith is not something we check in with 
once a week, the theme (of the reading) is living life with 
God… filled with divine fervour… filled with the love of 
God.” Rev. Norman went on to speak about demographics 
and the oft-heard entreaties for “more young people… but 
the future of the Church is not necessarily young families. 
The future of the Church is found in the spirit of God and 

CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

souls longing for the Messiah.” 
Rev. Norman then adjusted the direction of his sermon 

to the Rev. David Edgerton and told the story of a congrega-
tion asking the principal of a seminary to send “a student 
who will fill the church.” To which the principal answered, 

“We don’t have one big enough… but I have one who will 
fill the void and that’s what you have in David.” Rev. Nor-

man told the faithful that Rev. Edgerton would be a rector 
who will not preach “dry doctrine,” for the words he says 

“are the words he lives by… David will inspire you to reach 
out to Jesus with every fibre of your soul.”

The service continued with the Covenant in Ministry, 

Receiving coffee and a sandwich during the presentation of the Symbols of Ministry. PHOTO Randy Murray

The Rev. David Edgerton singing the Opening Hymn, Praise My Soul the King of Heaven with the wardens, Gerry Kozol and Nona Robinson. PHOTO Randy Murray
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
compiled by Anglican Archivist Melanie Delva

25 years • 1991 $10,000 is set aside by the General Synod for  
 a national commission to evaluate the Book of  
 Alternative Services.

35 years • 1981 David Somerville and Herbert O’Driscoll are  
 awarded honourary doctorates by the Vancouver  
 School of Theology.

50 years • 1966 “You made it, ladies!” 
 diocese of New Westminster becomes the 14th  
 diocese in Canada where women can hold  
 parochial office and act as delegates to Synod.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

A gift of custom towels for the Rev. Gordon and Val Shields. PHOTO Gerry Kozol

followed by representatives of the congregation presenting 
the symbols of ministry of the whole people of God: the 
Bible, the water of baptism, the oil for blessing and healing, 
the Canons of the diocese of New Westminster, the keys to 
the various doors to the buildings on the property, prayer 
and hymn books, coffee and a sandwich (representing the 
nurturing of fellowship), and finally the bread and wine 
of the Eucharist. 

Prior to the Celebration of the Eucharist, which began 
with an extended exchange of the Peace, Kathy Stubley led 
the intercessory prayers. With thankful prayers she asked 
gracious God to bless the clergy who had been in leader-
ship following the departure of the last incumbent, the Rev. 
Roger Cooper: the Reverend’s Ron Barnes, Maggie Rose 
Muldoon, Denise Doerksen and Gordon Shields. 

The Rev. Gordon Shields with his wife Val were warmly 
thanked for their two years of interim ministry at a dinner 
on January 9, 2016.

When asked by diocesan communications to share her 
thoughts, Kathy Stubley (who was also on the canonical 
committee) offered the following words:

“The induction service on February 2 was one which certainly re-
flected the joy of the congregation of St. George in welcoming our 
new rector to the parish. It was wonderful to have such a number 
of clergy present, and supporters from other parishes. Four years 
of the ups and downs of interim ministry has brought our parish 
to a greater awareness of our corporate strengths and weaknesses, 
and has also helped us focus on a positive approach to the future. 
There is both great relief at having survived the process, and great 
excitement in knowing we are ready to move forward being the 
people of God in our community! Alleluia! 

I had not been part of a canonical committee in the past, and soon 
learned it was not a simple nor a short process. Happily, the hard 
work and time spent has resulted in our parish being blessed with 
the arrival of David Edgerton on January 17. David comes with 
enthusiasm, humour, and a great preaching style. It is especially 
great to hear him call many people by name, after only 3 weeks 
with us! I have only heard very happy comments from my fellow 
parishioners about our calling David to our church. We not only 
welcomed David to St. George, but his family too. Each one of 
them arrived with warm smiles and already it feels like family. The 
three children and their mum were happy to lead the parish in an 
action song on their first Sunday! We are truly looking forward to 
the time ahead with all of them.”

Parishioner, Jim White who was part of the Sanctuary party 
for the induction had this to say:

LEFT The Rev. Kyle Norman. MIDDLE Bridget, the new rector’s spouse reads, Hebrews 2: 14 – 18. RIGHT St. George’s deacon, the Rev. Melody Pearson reads the Gospel, Luke 2: 22 – 40. PHOTOS Randy Murray

“You could see smiles on everyone, especially on (the members 
of ) St. George’s faces. The Rev. David Edgerton is a priest who has 
already put energy and excitement in our church. We are extremely 
fortunate after this time of waiting to have a priest who will lead us 
for many years. Also, many thanks go out to Gord Shields and his 
wife Val, for a great two years in helping us in our struggle.” 

Becki Kozol and her husband, current warden Gerry Kozol, 
have been in parish leadership for many years. Diocesan 
communications is grateful for these thoughts from Becki:

“I found that I was overcome with emotion during David’s induction 
service as I realized that after four very long years that had involved 
some pain, some searching, learning and most of all some growing, 
we finally have the priest that God has been preparing us for. We 
have welcomed and said goodbye to many priests during the last 
few years and each of them has contributed to what we have and 
to whom we are today and we thank each one of them. During 
the past two years we have been blessed having the Rev. Gordon 
Shields and his wife Val to shepherd us and help us to move forward. 

The beginning of January was very emotional as we were very 
excited about welcoming David, his wife Bridget, and three young 
children to Canada and to our community. We were very sad to 
say goodbye to Gordon and Val and celebrated their time with us 
with a wonderful dinner. Moving on with our journey, several of 
us headed to the airport on January 12 to greet our new family 
and help them transport everything they own (nine suitcases and 
a guitar) to their accommodation. The family has been here less 
than a month, but for us, it feels like we have always known them. 

We are looking forward to growing, working, praying, serving 
and spreading the message of Christ together in our community.”

And, what is in store for the Parish of St. George, Maple 
Ridge? Rev. Edgerton’s wife is now a fulltime mum here in 
Canada. He is particularly passionate about Social Justice 
and the environment so he will support initiatives like 
Fairtrade and Organic farming as a way of living this out. In 
ministry Rev. Edgerton is keen to encourage and welcome 
children and families in the life of the church. When asked 
about the future, Rev. Edgerton responded, “I am passion-
ate about whole-life discipleship (i.e. Christian faith that is 
lived Monday to Saturday and not just Sundays). I believe 
church should be the place where people are equipped and 
encouraged for living Christian lives in the world.” W

LEFT The Rev. David Edgerton signs the Oath in the presence of the Executive Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas Fenton.  
RIGHT Canonical Committee member, Kathy Stubley was the intercessor. PHOTOS Randy Murray

The Eucharist. PHOTO Randy Murray
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around the diocese
• Street Outreach on Vancouver’s Westside celebrates 8 years! •

SUBMISSION Vicki Potter, Neighbourhood Ministry Volunteer

• Shrove Tuesday at the Synod Office •

• The Inaugural Ashes to GO in Sechelt •
SUBMISSION Clarence Li

Christmas 2015, saw God at work through 
the volunteers of the Anglicans of West 
Point Grey Neighbourhood Ministry. 
Armed with brightly wrapped Christmas 
packages, freshly bagged lunches, and warm 
winter clothing, four carloads of volun-
teers set off from St. Philip’s Church and 
canvassed Vancouver’s west side spreading 
Christmas cheer to those living on the street.

It was the eighth such Christmas event 
for the Neighbourhood Ministry, and 
the 400th such street outing since this 
group’s inception in 2008. At that time, 
Rev. Dr. Pitman Potter (Deacon Pitman) 
brought together the west side churches 
of St. Anselm’s, St. Helen’s and St. Philip’s 
for what can only be described as a trans-
formational journey. Together, volunteers 
from the parishes, joined by friends and 
neighbours in the community, have become 
a steady, trusted presence in the lives of the 
homeless in their neighbourhoods. Each 
week, a team of these volunteers visits the 
homeless where they camp: storefronts, 
parks, alley ways and churches — offer-
ing care and companionship to folks 
too often forgotten. These weekly visits 
provide volunteers with a chance to assess 
each individual’s needs — lost ID to be 
retrieved, connection with medical, dental 
and housing services, or help gaining access 
to income and disability assistance. Some 
just want to talk, sharing the latest book 
they’ve read, joke they’ve heard, or sorrow 
they’ve felt.

Being a street presence is just one part 
of the Neighbourhood Ministry’s mission. 
Staying connected with those who have 
moved indoors has provided additional 
transformational experiences for volunteers. 
Since 2011, the Neighbourhood Ministry 
has been instrumental in helping nearly 
40 formerly homeless people access safe, 
permanent housing in the neighbourhood. 
Many have moved into the government 
Supportive Housing in Dunbar and Kitsi-
lano. Neighbourhood Ministry volunteers 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016, was the first 
day back at work after the Family Day long 
weekend for the staff of the Synod of the 
diocese of New Westminster, and it was the 
first Shrove Tuesday pancake breakfast to 
be held in the new Synod offices at 1410 
Nanton Avenue.

As is the custom, the three components 
of the Synod office (Program, Bishop’s 
Office, Finance&Administration) take 
turns preparing the annual flapjack fest 
and this year it was the program staff’s turn. 
While others did the shopping and planning 
for the meal, the Rev. Marnie Peterson took 
command of the kitchen, preparing many 
buttermilk pancakes accompanied by hot 

On Ash Wednesday, February 10, 2016, 
a day that was interrupted by intermit-
tent showers, the Rev. Clarence Li rector 
of St. Hilda’s, Sechelt; Pastor Richard 
Hergesheimer; honorary assistant; and Meg 
Stevens were graced to engage some 20 or 
so people with 15 of them receiving ashes at 
their inaugural Ashes to Go event on Cowrie 
Street in downtown Sechelt.

Clarence says that they were constantly 
surprised by the readiness of some to receive 
ashes by the sidewalk and the searching 
questions others asked regarding this 
ancient call to return to life. “We were also 
honoured to be the recipients of sacred sto-
ries of some people’s journey of faith. One 
passerby said, ‘I am carrying the ashes of 

LEFT The Rev. Marnie Peterson prepares the blueberry sauce. RIGHT Marnie signals that pancakes are ready. PHOTOS Randy Murray

are particularly active at the Dunbar Apart-
ments, which are managed by Coast Mental 
Health Society. Volunteers provide twice 
weekly dinner service to the 51 residents, 
spearhead seasonal celebrations, offer assis-
tance at tax time, and fund a three times per 
week breakfast program for the residents. 
Continuing the one-on-one relationships 
forged on the street has been a humbling 
and inspirational experience for many 
Neighbourhood Ministry volunteers. The 
move indoors has not been easy after so 
many years on the street. But, day-by-day, 
the physical and emotional scars begin to 
heal, and the Neighbourhood Ministry is 
privileged to be part of the journey. 

Advocating for those on the street forms 
another core mission of the Neighbourhood 
Ministry. Through solid partnerships with 
the Province, City of Vancouver, non-profit 
housing organizations, and medical provid-
ers — most notably the University of BC 
(UBC) Family Practice clinic, the Neigh-
bourhood Ministry is able to advance the 
well-being of the people it serves. All under 
God’s steady hand.

For more information, please email 
Deacon Pitman at pbpotter@live.ca. W

“Since 2011,  
the Neighbourhood Ministry  

has been instrumental  
in helping  

nearly 40 formerly  
homeless people  

access safe,  
permanent housing  

in the neighbourhood.”

my sister with me everyday, and it’s been a 
very difficult year for me,’ he spoke as tears 
started to well up.”

When asked about the relevance of 
this ritual in 2016, Clarence says, “In the 
light of the ecological crisis and the acts of 
violence in many parts of our world today, 
the sign of ashes can be a powerful wake-up 
call for all, Christians and non-Christians 
alike to pause, re-examine our lifestyles, and 
take stock on how we may have personally 
contribute to the denigration of the Mother 
Earth and human relationships. The ancient 
invitation to fast and repent can take on 
new meanings because our world urgently 
needs us to fast from judging and to return 
to compassionate living.” W

blueberry compote. Tasha Carrothers was 
in charge of sourcing and cooking the bacon 
for those who enjoy savory, salty pork prod-
ucts and each rasher was done to perfection. 

The meal was served buffet style and the 
staff sat together in the Trendell Lounge, 
the multi-purpose space shared by the 
Synod office and the Parish of St. John’s, 
Shaughnessy.

The next morning at 9:30 am, Ash 
Wednesday, Bishop Skelton preached and 
presided at a Eucharist and Imposition of 
Ashes liturgy in the chancel at St. John’s, 
Shaughnessy. A majority of the Synod staff 
joined members of the St. John’s congrega-
tion for worship. W

The Synod staff enjoys a pancake breakfast. PHOTO Randy Murray Sandra Stevenson and Rob Dickson chat after the meal. PHOTO Randy Murray
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around the diocese
• Anti-Racism Training •

• Valentine’s Day Art Show in Tsawwassen •
SUBMISSION Cliff Caprani

On February 13, 2016, St. Agnes’ church 
in North Vancouver was the venue for a 
regional Anti-Racism Training Day. Thanks 
to St. Agnes’s rector, the Rev. Stephen Muir 
for these photos.

The anti-racism training program con-

The afternoon of February 14, 2016, saw 
the unveiling of an art exhibition at St. 
David’s, Tsawwassen. Titled, What Is Love, 
the project consisted of a Sunday School 
class working its way through 1 Corinthians 
13: 4 – 7 over a period of weeks. The idea 
was to engage the children in ways that 
allowed them to be creative, but that also 
pushed them to dig deeper into the themes 
that the passage touched on.

Lesley Sutherland, who masterminded 
the initiative, set different challenges for 
each week. With a group that can number 
from 15 to 25, she was kept on her toes.

The Desiderata Hunt was a treasure hunt 
involving fragments of the famous poem, 
hidden in different jars, around St. David’s. 

LEFT Facilitator, the Rev. Vivian Lam, rector of St. Matthias and St. Luke, Oakridge welcomes the participants. MIDDLE Facilitator Kaye Kerlande of St. Paul’s, Vancouver. RIGHT Clergy and lay both participated in this day.

Popsicles + Quilt. PHOTO Cliff Caprani

tinues to evolve and develop. Anti-racism 
training is available to all, so please refer 
to the diocesan website events calendar at 
www.vancouver.anglican.ca/events for dates 
and locations. W

LEFT St. Agnes’s warden, Judy Brear listens to Wilna Parry of St. Clement’s. RIGHT The Synod Staff person responsible for Anti-Racism training, the Ven. Douglas Fenton, Executive Archdeacon of the diocese.

Find all the fragments: solve the puzzle.
For The Mask Project, Lesley and the 

children discussed how every person on 
earth is unique. The challenge: create a 
mask, using recycled products, and colour 
vibrantly.

The Popsicle Creation started with a 
discussion about how beauty and peace 
can be created when individuals come 
together in unity and love. Popsicle sticks 
were painted in a myriad of colours, in any 
design that the child wanted. Lesley then 
took the sticks home, arranged and glued 
them onto a larger board, making a unified 
design. It probably helped that Lesley is a 
quilter! She used one of her own creations 
as a counterpoint to the finished piece. W

LEFT Lesley Sutherland with some of the children that created the art. RIGHT One of the many masks. PHOTOS Cliff Caprani

An appreciative group of St. David’s parishioners check out the artwork. PHOTO Cliff Caprani The Desiderata Hunt. PHOTO Cliff Caprani
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around the diocese
• A Slightly Different Episcopal Visitation •

SUBMISSION Stephen Rowe 

• Joan Margaret Sutcliffe, ODNW •
April 14, 1922 – February 15, 2016

SUBMISSION John Sovereign

Bishop Melissa’s visitation to the Church of 
the Epiphany, Surrey on the First Sunday 
in Lent took an unexpected turn.

The first four events went to plan — the 
Eucharist, buffet lunch, a Q&A, and lead-
ing a Bible Study on the gospel passage for 
the Sunday with the congregation, went 
well.

However, in a break before the meeting 
with lay and clergy leaders the Bishop went 
to take Teddy, her Westie Terrier, for a brief 
walk. Shortly afterwards she slipped outside 
the Church. Fortunately Amanda Lokay 
was close at hand and was able to help the 
Bishop stand up. It was clear she had hurt 
her wrist and so an ambulance was called. 
At the Surrey Memorial Hospital (SMH) 
she received the best of attention in short 
order, given that the emergency room was 
busy as usual. The Rev. Eric Stroo (the 
Bishop’s husband) quickly travelled from 
Washington State and arrived just after the 
broken wrist had been set. By chance, the 
attending physician is married to a member 
of St. Philip’s, Dunbar.

After a couple or so hours in the emer-
gency room Eric drove the Bishop home. 
Very soon afterwards the colour of her wrist 
support (a rich Lenten/Episcopal purple) 
was available on Instagram!

I cannot speak highly enough of Bishop 
Melissa’s calmness and surrender to circum-
stances that were most inconvenient to her 
usual hectic schedule. It was also wonderful 
that Eric could be at her side as quickly as 
possible. The Ambulance Service of BC and 
the Emergency Room at SMH are also due 
high praise for their courteous and efficient 
care of our Bishop.

Bishop Skelton received orthopedic 
care for her broken wrist, and the healing 
has progressed well. Although she was in 
discomfort she attended most of the ses-
sions during the two day staff visit (Febru-
ary 16 and 17) from her former diocesan 
colleagues of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Joan Sutcliffe was a member of St. Thomas’, 
Chilliwack for many years. She was chair 
of the Area Parish in the 1980s and par-
ticipated as a committee member at St. 
Thomas’, at the diocesan level and in the 
greater community.

Joan was in the inaugural group of 
recipients of the Order of the Diocese of 
New Westminster (ODNW) in 2009. Her 
citation read, “Joan’s ministry has been 
focused mainly on education and youth 
and there are many who credit her leader-
ship with their continued presence in the 

Bishop Skelton on Valentine’s Day, Advent I.

Joan Sutcliffe, ODNW. PHOTO Sarah Sovereign
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church today.”
She was passionate about Christian 

camping programs and was a great sup-
porter of Artaban and Sorrento Centre. 
Well into her elder years she remained eager 
to visit Sorrento Centre and take part in 
the programming. She was predeceased by 
her best friend and partner Marilyn Fane, 
ODNW in 2013. 

A Celebration of Joan’s life took place 
at St. Thomas, Chilliwack on March 5. She 
will be much missed by her many friends, 
and by her parish family. W

Olympia and managed to spend a little time 
with her former bishop, the Rt. Rev. Greg 
Rickel of Olympia. Due to her injury she 
was unable to participate in the Wednesday, 
February 17 curling event but she was in 
attendance, got some work done and did 
some visiting.

On the advice of her physicians she 
cancelled her trip to Chicago February 18 
where and when she had been scheduled to 
train the trainers delivering her curriculum 
at their version of the Diocesan School for 
Parish Development that will take place in 
the summer of 2016. Bishop Skelton did 
indeed depart for her trip to the Episcopal 
Diocese of Northern Philippines scheduled 
February 29 to March. 7. Coverage of her 
trip will be available in the June issue of 
Topic. W

Bishop Skelton working at the Curling Rink.

The two diocesan staff groups curling.

Bishop Skelton and Bishop Rickel.

A close-up of the seasonally appropriate bandage.
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around the diocese
• Mission Conference Planning • • Clergy News Around the Diocese •

From the Desk of the Venerable Douglas FentonOn Monday, February 15 at 7 pm, approxi-
mately 20 people of all ages from around 
the diocese of New Westminster arrived in 
the Trendell Lounge, the pleasant gather-
ing space shared by the Parish of St. John’s, 
Shaughnessy and the Synod office to 
help Synod staff personnel and diocesan 
leaders plan for the forthcoming Mission 
Conference scheduled for May 14 at the 
Musqueam Centre. 

Director for Mission and Ministry 
Development for the diocese, the Rev. Ruth 
Monette is the Synod staff person with the 
primary responsibility for organizing the 
conference and in the interest of developing 
an overall vision that is representative of the 
desires of the diocese she invited a group of 
people to help with the visioning process. 
Those invited are involved in groups and 
structures of our diocese involved in plan-
ning and undertaking ministry initiatives. 
The group gathered to:

 • Hear about the general overall theme and  
  vision for the Mission Conference

 • Help the organizing and planning team  
  expand upon that vision to develop plans  
  for sessions and workshops

 • Share ideas of who will be invited to lead  
  elements of the Conference. 

The meeting began with Ruth presenting 
an overview of the visioning meeting and 
its purpose along with some history behind 
the implementation of the Mission Con-
ference. When Synod voted in 2014, to 
change the structures of the diocese, one 
of the significant changes is that Synod 
gathers once every two years. In the year 
where Synod does not take place a Mission 
Conference will be organized and presented. 
Unlike Synod, which is attended by eligible 
clergy and elected lay delegates, the Mission 
Conference is open to all. 

As this issue of Topic is being prepared 
in early March it is likely that information 
about content for the May conference will 

Bishop Skelton appointed two new archdea-
cons effective March 1: the new Archdeacon 
of Burrard is the Ven. Philippa Segrave-
Pride, honorary assistant at Christ Church 
Cathedral, and the new Archdeacon of 
Lougheed is the Ven. Karen Urquhart, 
rector of St. Catherine of Alexandria, Port 
Coquitlam. Philippa succeeds the Ven. 
Douglas Fenton, the executive archdeacon 
of the diocese, and Karen succeeds Arch-
deacon Grant Rodgers whose ministry as 
rector of St. John the Apostle, Port Moody 
and Director of Anglican Formation at 
Vancouver School of Theology (VST) is 
more than a fulltime job.

The Rev. Georgina Harris has been 
appointed the Interim priest-in-charge of 
St. John the Divine, Maple Ridge at 60% 
time effective March 1.

St. Mary the Virgin, Sapperton requested 
that the Bishop re-appoint the Rev. Maggie 
Rose Muldoon as their interim priest-in-
charge (½ time) effective March 1, and the 
Bishop agreed to do so. Maggie Rose’s initial 
appointment had concluded February 29.

Also re-appointed for a second year is 
the Rev. Tim Dutcher-Walls as priest-in-
charge (vicar) of St. Oswald, Port Kells. This 

1/3 time appointment took effect on April 1.
The Rev. Faun Harriman has been 

appointed ½ time priest-in-charge (vicar) 
of St. David and St. Paul, Powell River 
beginning on September 1. Faun had earlier 
signified to the Bishop her intention to 
resign the Parish of St. Alban the Martyr, 
Burnaby on June 30. She has been the rector 
there since December 2008.

On Wednesday, April 13, 2016, the 
Rev. Nick Parker will officially be welcomed 
as vicar of St. John the Divine, Squamish. 
The Celebration of a New Ministry will 
begin at 7 pm at 1930 Diamond Road in 
the Garibaldi Highlands located just north 
of downtown Squamish off the Sea to Sky 
highway.

On St. Mark’s Day, Monday, April 25, 
2016 at 7 pm the Ven. John Stephens will be 
inducted as rector of St. John’s, Shaughnessy 
at 1490 Nanton Avenue in Vancouver. W

now be available on the diocesan website 
and distributed to parishes by the time this 
issue is in homes, parishes and online. As 
of this writing, the Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of North Philippines, the Rt. Rev. 
Brent Alawas has confirmed his attendance. 
Our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Melissa Skelton 
visited Bishop Alawas’s diocese in early 
March to discuss the opportunity of our 
two dioceses becoming official Companion 
Dioceses. During his time here in May and 
at the Mission Conference more informa-
tion about this proposal will be communi-
cated. It is hoped that Bishop Alawas will 
not only serve as guest preacher for the day 
but will also facilitate some discussions. 

Lunch will be served at the conference 
and there are plans for a fellowship dinner 
to take place in the evening. The dinner will 
be a ticketed event. 

The Rev. Helen Lingham, deacon at St. 
Andrew’s, Langley through her work with 
Fraser Health has extensive experience in 
meeting and conference design and she is 
part of the conference planning team.

During the February 15 meeting Ruth 
facilitated a number of visioning exercises 
where participants were asked to share 
their hopes for the day. The first exercise, 
which was used as an icebreaker to begin 
the process of visioning, involved an invita-
tion to each person in attendance to write 
on flipchart paper something that they 
would like to hear people say at church on 
the morning of May 15 in reaction to their 
experience at the conference. From this 
visioning foundation the plenary broke up 
into small discussion groups and reported 
back. Ruth collected the information and 
these ideas will be integrated into the work 
that the planning team is doing as they put 
together the final agenda.

For anyone who is interested in the mis-
sional focus of our diocese this conference 
will be a must attend. Detailed information 
about the 2016 Mission Conference will be 
available in the May issue of Topic. W

The Rev. Maggie Rose Muldoon. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT There was enthusiastic participation following the invitation to write something on flipchart paper that they would like to hear people say at church on the morning of May 15 in reaction to their experience at the conference.  
MIDDLE The plenary broke up into groups of two and three to talk about conference content. RIGHT The Rev. Dr. Richard Leggett and the Rev. Ruth Monette. PHOTOS Randy Murray

The Ven. Philippa Segrave Pride. PHOTO Marnie Peterson

The Ven. Karen Urquardt. PHOTO Randy Murray

The Rev. Georgina Harris. PHOTO Wayne Chose

The Rev. Faun Harriman. PHOTO Wayne Chose.

The group listens as Don Paul and Hal Saunders discuss some ideas. PHOTO Randy Murray
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First Nations Voices
SUBMISSION Linda Adams, ODNW

This month the Coming Home Society is 
offering a speakers’ series featuring First 
Nations presenters. In the spirit of rec-
onciliation, they will help us understand 
the trauma of the past, the challenging 
realities of the present, and their hopes for 
the future.

Session #1
The Spirit has No Colour
Thursday, April 14
Former Vancouver Police Board member, 
Jerry Adams (Nisga’a), and Native Police 
Liaison Constable Rick Lavallee (Cree), will 
present a film produced for use in sensitivity 
training with new police recruits, and help 
us toward a compassionate understanding 
of intergenerational trauma. 

Session #2
First Nations 101 • Tons of stuff you need to 
know about First Nations People 
Thursday, April 21
Tsimshian author Lynda Gray introduces 
her book. You will come away with a better 
understanding of our shared history and of 
the many issues that affect the daily lives of 
First Nations peoples (her book will be for 
sale at the event).

WE ARE GOD’S OWN 
2016 Diocesan Confirmation Day 

9:30AM - 3PM SATURDAY APRIL 9TH, 2016 
SYNOD OFFICE, 1410 NANTON AVE. (GRANVILLE AT NANTON) 

Come and meet Bishop Melissa and share a day of learning, worship and 
fellowship with others being confirmed, reaffirmed and received this year.  

If you have questions or need more information, contact Caitlin Reilley Beck at 
cbeck@vancouver.anglican.ca or (604) 684-6306 ex 225.  

Registration fee: $15 (includes morning refreshments and lunch).  

Register Online: http://tinyurl.com/DNWconfirmation2016 

Jerry Adams. PHOTO Courtesy Linda Adams

around the diocese

Session #3
We Are The Future
Thursday, April 28
The final session will feature two of several 
young First Nations women (Nisga’a) who 
recently obtained Doctor of Philosophy 
degrees. Amy Parent and Melissa Adams 
(with Melanie Delva) will bring Aboriginal 
perspectives to the areas of Education and 
Archives.

This series is a fundraiser for the Coming 
Home Society’s new Wisdom of Elders pro-
gram. Suggested donation is $10 at the door. 
All sessions begin at 7 pm in the Trendell 
Lounge at St. John’s Shaughnessy Anglican 
Church (1410 Nanton Avenue, Vancouver). 

Coffee and dessert will follow the pre-
sentations. We thank the Indigenous Justice 
Ministry of the diocese of New Westminster 
for providing the space for this series. W

Lynda Gray. PHOTO Courtesy Lynda Gray

Melissa Adams. PHOTO Courtesy Linda Adams

Rick Lavallee. PHOTO Randy Murray
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• INSPIRE! ASK! THANK! • 2016 Diocesan Stewardship Conference •
SUBMISSION Glen Mitchell

• Diocesan Confirmation •

• VST Announces Recipients of 2015 – 2016 Doctor of Divinity, Honoris Causa •
SUBMISSION Shannon Lythgoe

Vancouver School of Theology (VST) is 
pleased to announce the recipients of VST`s 
2016 Doctor of Divinity, Honoris Causa: 
Mr. David Jennings and the Very Rev. Dr. 
the Hon. Lois M. Wilson, CC.

David Jennings practices corporate law 
in Vancouver, Canada and has extensive 
experience as a board member of chari-
ties. Mr. Jennings served as Convener of 
the Assembly Council of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada and several other com-
mittees, commissions and agencies within 
the denomination. As chair, Mr. Jennings 
negotiated the merger of the Centre for 
Cultural Renewal with Cardus, both 
Canadian religious think tanks and con-
tinued to serve on the board of directors 
after the merger. As an advocate for the 
arts, David Jennings has served as chair of 
Pacific Theatre, as a director of the Renovaré 
Fund and Humanitas (for the creation of 
a travelling and virtual exhibition of visual 
art) and as a director of the Centre for 
Religious Humanism, which, among other 
things, publishes Image Journal. In 2003 he 
founded Incarnation Ministries, a Christian 
charity that annually raises approximately 
$500,000 – $1,000,000 for arts and culture 
and is its executive director. Mr. Jennings 
has also served as a director of International 
Justice Mission (Canada) and in various 
other capacities with other Christian chari-
ties and congregations in Canada and the 
United States. 

David Jennings has been interested in 
theological leadership for years, having 
served as chair and board member of the 
Presbyterian Church’s St. Andrew’s Hall 
for 17 years, as a member of the Board of 
Governors at Vancouver School of Theology 
for five years, and a board member of In 
Trust for the past five years, an organization 
for governing boards and others who bear 
responsibility for theological education in 
North America. He has provided leadership 
for the development of both St. Andrew’s 
Hall and VST with increased emphasis 
on missional leadership. As well as his 

By concentrating on these three undertak-
ings: Inspire! Ask! Thank! your stewardship 
team will build generosity and financial 
support for the mission of the church and 
help your parish members grow stewardship 
into a regular spiritual practice.

These core themes in stewardship parish 
work will inspire people by telling the story; 
ask people to join the story by offering their 
skills, time and money; and thank them for 
their gifts in support of God’s Mission in 
the world. Develop your skills with these 
three core themes at Stewardship: Inspire! 
Ask! Thank! a conference designed by four 
stewardship mentors: Tony Sauder, The 
Rev. Stephen Muir, Janet Sutherland and 
Glen Mitchell.

Stewardship: Inspire! Ask! Thank! Confer-
ence is for parish stewardship teams includ-
ing both lay and clergy, and will be held at 
the Diocesan Centre on Saturday April 16, 
2016. Keynote speakers include Bishop 
Melissa Skelton, sharing her perspective 
on God’s abundance and Dean Peter Elliott 
from Christ Church Cathedral, speaking 
about the stewardship focus of our three 
themes: Inspire! Ask! Thank!

Eight workshops are based on the three 
themes that will address a number of topics 
related to their theme concurrently. 

Inspiration begins with Diocesan Com-
munications Officer Randy Murray who 
will offer a workshop on communications 
skills in stewardship; an Outreach and Min-
istry panel featuring The Rev. Liz Lindsay 
(food ministry); The Rev. Matthew John-
son (Street Outreach); The Rev. Michael 
McGee (refugees) and Glen Mitchell (St. 
Mary Kerrisdale’s El Salvador work) who 
will encourage you with their models of 
inspiration; and a workshop given by Paul 
Clark called Being A Community will focus 
on the inspiration that comes from drawing 
together as a community of faith.

Asking for Gifts begins with understand-
ing the importance of relational databases in 
the work of stewardship, given by The Rev. 
Stephen Muir, Tamara Wojdylo and Glen 
Mitchell. This is followed by the Rev. Rob 
Waller’s Gift-raising Skills workshop that 
looks at direct mail, telephone contact, vis-
its and the so important hospitality aspect 
of stewardship teaching. Lastly, the Asking 
for Gifts workshop, given by The Very Rev. 
Peter Elliott and Emily Pritchard will dispel 
your fears about asking for people to action 
their inspiration by participating with their 
God-given resources.

Saying Thank You! is so important, both 
in person and in our worship. The Rev. Dr. 
Richard Leggett will lead a workshop featur-
ing a form of liturgical thanksgiving. Tony 
Sauder will offer participants his experience 
about offering a personal thank you for the 
response of those who have been inspired 
and asked in the final workshop of the day.

Lunch and break time refreshments are 

All are welcome to attend the diocesan 
Confirmation worship at Christ Church 
Cathedral (690 Burrard Street) on Sunday, 
April 17 at 3 pm. Please take note of the 
time. 

The following information has been 
circulated frequently around the diocese 
through Parish Mail and website postings, 
however it doesn’t hurt to include the 
information in Topic that parish leaders 
preparing individuals for confirmation are 
reminded that a form must be completed 
and submitted to the Bishop’s Office in 
advance of the Confirmation service. Please 
contact Bill Siksay at bsiksay@vancouver.
anglican.ca or call 604.684.6306, ext. 228 
to get a copy of the form. It needs to be 
returned to Bill by April 11, 2016. W

role on the VST Board of Governors, he 
also accepted a critical position on VST’s 
Turning Point Committee at a time of great 
change in the life of the institution, where 
his significant contribution helped to steer 
the school towards its current position of 
financial health and institutional vibrancy. 

The Very Rev. Dr. the Hon. Lois M. 
Wilson, CC, was the first female ordained 
minister in the United Church of Canada 
with a Masters of Divinity, and was the first 
female Moderator of the United Church of 
Canada from 1980 to 1982. She was Presi-
dent of the Canadian Council of Churches 
from 1976 to 1979 and the World Council 
of Churches from 1983 to 1991. Lois 
Wilson was appointed as an Independent 
Senator to the Canadian Senate from 1998 
to 2002 and was Canada’s special envoy 
to the Sudan. She headed a government 
delegation on religious freedom in China. 
Her civic appointments also included 
membership on the Panel established by 
the Canadian government reviewing the 
disposal of nuclear waste, she served on the 
Refugee Status Advisory Board, and she was 
involved in Canada establishing diplomatic 
relations with North Korea.

Lois Wilson is a Companion of the 
Order of Canada, and was the 1985 recipi-
ent of the Pearson Medal of Peace. She is 
also a member of the Order of Ontario 
and a director of the Canadian Civil Lib-
erties Association. As a theologian, she has 
published ten books as well as articles and 
chapters in numerous scholarly journals and 
publications, and has been widely sought 
after as a speaker and commentator at con-
ferences and other high profile public events.

Mr. David Jennings and the Very Rev. 
Dr. the Hon. Lois M. Wilson, CC will 
receive their Doctor of Divinity Certificates 
at Vancouver School of Theology’s Convo-
cation Ceremony on Monday, May 9 at 7 
pm at the Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
(2733 West 41st Avenue, Vancouver). W

David Jennings. PHOTO Stefan Wrenshall

The Rev. Dr. Richard Leggett. PHOTO Wayne Chose

around the diocese

included in the cost of admission as is the 
newly revised stewardship resources manual. 
Registration is open now for parish teams 
online here: http://bit.ly/1QoAe1W. W

The Rev. Michael McGee. PHOTO Wayne Chose

The Rev. Stephen Muir. PHOTO Wayne Chose

Do you have a story to tell?
Or an event to share? 

Let us know!
The next deadlines for Topic Submissions are:

April 29 for the Summer 2016 issue 
July 22 for the September 2016 issue

Please contact Randy Murray at rmurray@vancouver.anglican.ca for more information
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We Three King Penguins, second largest of the 17 species of penguin. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert

The author wrapped up in -5C, and biting Antarctic winds at King Haakon Bay. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert Elephant seal pups, sleeping it off in King Haakon Bay. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert

Moulting adults, amid a crèche of downy furred juvenile King Penguins, Sailsbury Plain. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert

The Uttermost End of the Earth, approaching King Haakon Bay, South Georgia at dawn. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert “Let us give our thanks and praise,” Communion in the Whalers Church in Gyrtviken. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert
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A Journey to the  
“Uttermost Ends of the Earth” • Psalm 65: 8

KEITH GILBERT
Retired priest of the diocese of New Westminster 

The Bible contains scarcely any references to ice. Job 37: 
10 is one of the few: “By the breath of God ice is given 
and the broad waters are frozen fast.” This would seem to 
perfectly describe the waters surrounding the poles of the 
Earth, where ice is found year round.

Along with the allure and fear of ice, there is a condi-
tion known variously as the Polar Curse, Polar Bug, or Polar 
Virus. The curse has afflicted many an adventurer, navigator, 
and scientist over the eons of time. Familiar to us would 
be those great names of 20th century polar exploration: 
Roal Amundson, Robert Scott, Sir Ernest Shackleton, and 
not likely, the Australian, Sir Hubert Wilkins (a veteran of 
33 expeditions to polar regions). Each of these men were 
afflicted by the Polar Curse. Amundson and Scott were the 
first and second expedition leaders to stand at the South 
Pole. Shackleton is famous for his heroic “Endurance,” a 
36-hour crossing of South Georgia and the subsequent 
rescue of his entire crew. And the little remembered Wilkins 
was the first to pilot a plane over Antarctica and the first to 
sail a submarine under ice, and who dreamed of one day 
surfacing at the North Pole in a submarine. 

There is no known place of death for Amundson who 
presumably crashed in the Arctic while on a 1928 rescue 
mission. Scott died in March 1912, his body entombed 
on the Ross Ice Shelf in Antarctica. His final diary entry 
is heroic: “We took risks we knew we took them. Things 
have come out against us, therefore we have no cause for 
complaint.” In 1959, Wilkins ashes were scattered into the 
Arctic winds at the North Pole from the American nuclear 
submarine, the USS Skate — the first vessel to surface at 
the Pole.

Of these four great explorers there exists only one 
marked grave — Shackleton “is buried on a remote, wild 
and beautiful island which has enough trappings of civiliza-
tion to provide a simple cemetery in a grand setting. His 
grave has become a place of pilgrimage where hundreds of 
visitors gather every year to toast ‘The Boss.’”¹

Upon this grave I had for decades set my sights.
In late October 2015, carrying Bishop Melissa Skelton’s 

letters of introduction to the Rector of the Falkland Islands, 
I left Vancouver to board a small expedition ship, the MV 
Plancius, bound for South Georgia in the remote South 

Atlantic. This trip would complete the trilogy of journeys 
first begun in 1969 in Antarctica and to the Falklands in 
2013. 

But in many ways the journey had begun when I was 
a 12 year old bitten by the curse. Then as a young adult, 
smarting at a rejection letter from the Australian Antarctic 
Research Expedition, I ran away from Australia, determined 
to see Antarctica. But I was also running away from God’s 
call to ordination. Both Antarctica and the priesthood were 
an enigma to me.

My first Arctic experience was living in Iceland, visiting 
Greenland and working as a commercial fisher trawling 
inside the Arctic Circle. But not much ice was encountered. 
Emigrating from Reykjavik to Thompson, Manitoba in 
the winter of 1967 – 1968 sharpened my delight in frozen 
landscapes. There, 2000 feet underground as a nickel miner 
I fought it out with God, the compromise being that after 
seeing Antarctica I would enter a monastery. One cannot 
argue with God and win. God always wins. 

In the fall of 1968, I turned south from Fairbanks, 
Alaska intending to reach Punta Arenas, Chile, at the bot-
tom of South America, and possibly, Antarctica. Through 
a remarkable series of coincidences, in February 1969, I 
found myself on the Antarctic Peninsula as part of the 23rd 
Chilean Antarctic Expedition which travelled through the 
Gerlachie Straits to not quite the Antarctic Circle. The curse 
was satiated, or was it? The Polar Bug is a recurring malady!

In 2012, the 30th Anniversary Commemoration of the 
Falklands War caught my attention. The Falklands War of 
1982 began with the armed forces of Argentina invading 
South Georgia, a British controlled territory first claimed 
by Captain Cook in 1775, and only claimed by Argentina 
in 1938. 

On a visit to the Falkland Islands in 2013, I met with 
the then-rector of Christ Church Cathedral in Stanley, 
the most southerly Anglican Cathedral in the world. His 
description of burying the ashes of Shackleton’s right hand 
man, Frank Wild, on South Georgia, rekindled a new 
outbreak of the virus. South Georgia was calling my name.

We likely all have a favourite Psalm, and Psalm 139 is 
mine. Shackleton is a personal hero of mine, a man who 
loved poetry and would also quote scripture. That he lies 

buried in Grytiviken on South Georgia seems somehow fit-
ting. There, his mortal remains are in the care of his creator:

“If I take the wings of the Morning and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea, Even there your hand will lead me and your right hand 
hold me fast.” • Psalm 139: 8 – 9

Over Shackleton’s grave stands a tall slab of Scottish granite 
upon which is engraved a nine pointed star. Though born 
in Ireland, Shackleton preferred single malt Scottish whisky 
as his spirit of choice. Records of his 1907 – 1909 Nimrod 
expedition to the South Pole reveal a now famous order for 
43 cases of Mackinlay’s 10 year old malt at 28 Shillings a 
case! Shackleton trudged to within 97 miles of the South 
Pole in 1909, before turning back. In 2006, a remarkable 
discovery was made beneath his hut, Nimrod, at Cape 
Royds, Antarctica. Three cases of his whisky were found 
encased in ice for the last 100 years. Three bottles were 
flown to Scotland in the private jet of the distiller (Whyte 
and Mackay Ltd., current owners of the Mackinlay’s brand). 

Upon analysis, Shackleton’s whisky was found to be 
47.3% proof, a high percentage that had prevented it from 
freezing solid and breaking the bottles (Modern whisky 
is generally 40% proof ). The master distiller was able to 
replicate the vintage and a subsequent bottling of 150,000 
bottles became available. The gentleman who I “licensed” 
to assist me with communion services on this voyage pos-
sessed two bottles and shared some of this very rare spirit. 
To my taste, it was bitter and strong!

The journey to South Georgia begins from Stanley in 
the Falklands. Relatively smooth sailing inevitably becomes 
very rough. Standing behind a table in the dining room 
was a challenge as I offered the words of Eucharistic Prayer 
#6 for an All Saints/All Souls Eucharist. Verse 23 of Psalm 
107 echoed in my mind as we staggered from chair to chair 
offering the bread and wine:

“Some went down to the sea in ships… and stormy winds arose
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

1 Shackleton at South Georgia; Robert Burton and  
 Stephen Venerables, page 10

“In my Father’s house,”  Whalers Church in Grytviken. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert

Elephant seal pups, sleeping it off in King Haakon Bay. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert

“Let us give our thanks and praise,” Communion in the Whalers Church in Gyrtviken. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert



APRIL 201612

which tossed high the waves of the sea. They mounted up to the 
heavens and fell back to the depths… They reeled and staggered 
like drunkards.”

Astonishingly beautiful, serene, yet fiercely wild as South 
Georgia is, it was the scene of terrible slaughter. From 1904, 
through 1965, the whaling stations processed 175,000 
whales. Now abandoned, these stations, mortuaries to the 
carnage, occupy several coves on the east coast of the island. 

In recent years the old whaling station at Grytviken 
has been stabilized and made safe for visitors. Nearby to 
the relics of enormous whale oil tanks and rusting hulks 
of ships stands the lovely 1913 Whalers’ Church, built by 
the Norwegian whaling station owners. Here Shackleton’s 
body lay in state and he was buried from this church. With 
its stately simple curved altar rail, it remains to this day an 
iconic call to reverence and respect within the Christian 
tradition.

At this altar on November 12, 2015, I had the honour 
and privilege of celebrating Mass. Eucharistic Prayer #2 was 
offered for the faithful crew, passengers and base personnel, 
and in remembrance of Shackleton and all those buried 
nearby whose head stones, in traditional custom, face east. 
Only Shackleton, and the ashes of his right hand man, 
Frank Wild, face south. 

As for the significance of the nine-pointed star, Shack-
leton regarded nine as his lucky number. 

On the evening of January 4, 1922, Shackleton was 
once again in the familiar waters of South Georgia. His 
spirits lifted from the increasing weariness noted by his crew, 
a fatigue perhaps brought on by his refusal to acknowledge 
a recent heart attack. He seemed like “The Boss” of old. 
Shortly before he had quoted to his men the words of 
Robert W. Service:

“I have flouted the Wild, I have followed its lure, Fearless, familiar, 
alone. But a day must come when the Wild will win. And I shall 
be overthrown.”

On the night of January 4, 1922, Shackleton stood on deck 
(I like to think with whisky in hand) surveying the summer 
south polar skies. Then, going below decks to his Cabin 9, 
he penned his last and fateful diary entry: 

“In the darkening twilight I saw a lone star hover gem-like above 
the bay.”

At 2:50 am he lay dead.
Sir Ernest Shackleton is “held fast” in the uttermost 

ends of the earth, face turned south in the endurance of 
his thrice tried, longed for, and never reached objective, 
the South Pole.

A modern tradition has arisen when visiting Shack-
leton’s resting place. A toast of whisky is offered to his 
memory and a portion is poured out on his grave. On my 
visit, these words were offered by our tour leader:

“For speed and efficiency of travel, give me Amundsen. For

A Journey to the  
“Uttermost Ends of the Earth” • Psalm 65: 8

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Sources 
• A Visitor’s Guide to South  
 Georgia; S. Poncett and  
 K. Crosbie

• South Georgia; R. Burton

• Shackleton at South Georgia;  
 R. Burton and S. Venerables

• MacKinlay’s Shackleton  
 Whiskey;  
 www.theshackletonwhisky.com

• The Last Explorer:  
 Hubert Wilkins; S. Hasht

• Shackleton: A Life in Poetry;  
 J. Mayer

• South Georgia Association  
 Newsletter #28;  
 www.southgeorgiaassociation.org

Rusting hulks of former whale catchers, Albatross and Dias. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert 103 year old historic Whalers Church in Grytviken. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert

Standing with “The Boss” facing south: “Time link an ever rolling stream bears all our sons away.” PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert

At the graveyard, headstones facing east. PHOTO Courtesy of Keith Gilbert
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Bishop’s Pastoral Visit to St. Catherine’s
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On Sunday morning, February 7, Bishop Skelton attended 
worship services at St. Catherine’s, Capilano to provide 
pastoral care and clergy support to the parish and to the 
greater diocese following the news of the February 4 arrest 
of the Rev. Gordon Dominey. Bishop Skelton was joined 
by: the Archdeacon of Capilano, the Ven. Lynne McNaugh-
ton; the Chancellor and chief legal officer of the diocese, 
George Cadman, QC; and the diocesan communications 
officer, Randy Murray. 

Following the 8 am service, Bishop Skelton and Randy 
Murray met with the St. Catherine’s Parish Council while 
George Cadman and the Ven. Lynne McNaughton met 
with any members of the parish who wanted to ask ques-
tions or voice their concerns.

Three TV crews attended the morning worship at St. 
Catherine’s. They were respectful, understanding and happy 
to comply with Bishop Skelton’s wishes that the service not 
be filmed, recorded or photographed. Both Bishop Skelton 
and George Cadman made themselves available for media 
interviews. The media also interviewed parishioners. 

The 10 am service was a Celebration of the Eucharist 
with Bishop Skelton presiding and preaching. Following 
the opening hymn, Bishop Skelton read a pastoral letter 
that had been circulated to the St. Catherine’s email list on 
February 6. Bishop Skelton’s sermon for the final Sunday 
of Epiphany inspired by the Gospel for the day Luke 9: 
28 – 36 referred to the current situation asking “where God 
is, in all of this.” Please go here, www.vancouver.anglican.ca/
media/2016-02-07-the-transfiguration on the web to access 
the sermon notes. 

After worship, Bishop Skelton facilitated a “town hall” 
style meeting in the parish hall attended by a majority 
of those who were at the service. The parishioners were 
encouraged to ask questions. Bishop Skelton made a list of 
more than a dozen questions and then she and Chancellor 
Cadman went through them. Many of the questions and 
comments expressed concern for Rev. Dominey and his 
current situation regarding his location, legal counsel and 
immediate future. There were also questions of concern 
about those who have brought the allegations against Rev. 
Dominey and a number of statements and questions to do 
with the immediate future of worship and programming 
at the parish.

Considering the stressful and disturbing circumstances, 
the people of St. Catherine’s were extremely appreciative of 
Bishop Skelton’s and Chancellor Cadman’s presence and 
leadership. When asked about the Bishop’s unscheduled 
visit, St. Catherine’s warden, Vivien McGie said, “Bishop 

Melissa’s visit Sunday projected a visible and genuine sign 
of support and concern from herself and from the diocese 
for the people of St. Catherine’s in the wake of the allega-
tions against our interim priest.” 

St. Catherine’s deacon, the Rev. Andrew Wilhelm-
Boyles had this to say about the Bishop’s visit: 

“In her sermon, Bishop Melissa acknowledged that ‘mountaintop’ 
experiences do not last forever and we are called to do the tough 
work in the ‘trenches’ of everyday life. I took it as a caring and sym-
pathetic challenge to us to remain steadfast as a community of faith, 
and continue to work together for a future together in ministry.

In the congregational gathering after the service Bishop Melissa’s 
pastoral heart was clearly evident as she listened carefully and com-
passionately to the questions, concerns — and pain — of a deeply 
shocked community, and responded as frankly and honestly as she 
was able. It was my sense that her presence and her measured and 
kind response to the situation were greatly appreciated by all and 
comforting to many.”

A letter from Bishop Skelton was circulated to the parents 
and guardians of the children who attend the St. Catherine’s 
preschool on the afternoon of Monday, February 8, which 
was the Family Day statutory holiday. On the morning of 
Tuesday, February 9, the Ven. Lynne McNaughton was 
present at St. Catherine’s to greet parents and guardians of 
the preschool students in order to respond to any questions 
or concerns parents may have. 

On February 20, 2016, pastoral letters from Bishop 
Skelton were sent to the rectors (or priests-in-charge), 
wardens and members of each of the parishes where Rev. 
Dominey served during his 26 years in the diocese of New 
Westminster. Here are the three central paragraphs from 
Bishop Skelton’s letter:

As I prayed, reflected, puzzled, and engaged leaders of our diocese 
in conversation about this troubling event I was constantly aware 
of the fact that Gordon has served in this diocese for over 26 years, 
primarily in interim ministry, and has fulfilled the role of ordained 
leader of shared ministry in a number of parishes in our dioceses. 

 I am reaching out to you today to let you know that you are in 
my personal prayers and to open the door for any of you who so 
choose to contact me. I am more than willing to provide a listen-
ing ear to any of you who would like to speak with me about how 
you are processing this information. I will attempt to answer any 
and all questions to the best of my ability. Sometimes an event like 
this can also bring back painful related memories and emotions. 
Please know that I’m here to listen to these as well.

It is important that we remember that the Anglican Church of 
Canada has a zero tolerance policy for all acts of sexual misconduct. 
We encourage all people who feel they are the victims of sexual 
misconduct to come forward to the Bishop of the Anglican dio-
cese where the alleged event took place, and, if the act is illegal, 
to the police. The diocese of New Westminster insists that every 
ordained person, lay leader and employee at every parish and 
related organization has a current criminal record background 
check on file. Every volunteer in a parish whose ministry involves 
young or vulnerable persons, similarly, has a current criminal record 
background check on file. 

The Rev. Gordon Dominey was released on bail and 
returned to his home where he is currently on administra-
tive leave. The case was scheduled to come before the courts 
in Edmonton March 10, 2016. He has legal representation. 
March 10 was during a period when this April issue of Topic 
was in final layout and being prepared for publication so as 
of this writing we do not have any information about the 
court proceeding. More information will be communicated 
as it is available through the various diocesan communica-
tions vehicles.W

A Journey to the “Uttermost Ends of the Earth” • Psalm 65: 8

exploration and scientific discovery, give me Scott. But when all 
hope is lost, get down on your knees and pray for Shackleton.”

Journey’s end: “To the end of the Age” • Matthew 28: 20
The great age of heroic polar exploration ended with 

Shackleton’s death, but the Polar lure, the curse that it can 
be, draws many on.

A course was set for Ushuaia, Argentina and our small 
vessel was again buffeting her way through the turbulent 
South Atlantic waters. Once again it was a struggle to 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

stand upright as I had the honour of celebrating Eucharis-
tic Prayer #4 for the goodness of creation. “Glory to you 
(our God) for ever and ever.” “At your command all things 
came to be.” The Falkland Islands, South Georgia, and 

“this fragile earth our island home!” Thanks be to God. W

Sir Ernest Shackleton. PHOTO Getty ImagesA rare windless day amid serene beauty at Drygalski Fjord. PHOTO Geir Ulstein
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Episcopal Asiamerica Ministries Consultation Report
TAKESHI NAGASAWA 
Holy Cross Japanese Canadian Anglican Church

The Episcopal Asiamerica Ministries (EAM) Consulta-
tion was held September 30 to 0ctober 5, 2015, in Seoul, 
Korea. The Anglican Church of Korea celebrated the 125th 
Anniversary of the Mission, and EAM was invited for this 
very special celebration.

Approximately 180 EAM members from North 
America and Asia, including eight from Canada — six were 
from our Holy Cross Church — attended the consultation. 
Although three of our church members arrived in Seoul 
directly from Vancouver near midnight, all attended the 
opening Eucharist at 8:30 am the next day.

Thursday, October 1
Following the opening Eucharist, the Most Rev. Nathaniel 
Makoto Uematsu from Nippon Sei Kou Kai gave the key-
note address, outlining the history and relationship between 
the Anglican Church of Korea and the Anglican Church of 
Japan. After the Anglican Church of Japan apologized to 
the Anglican Church of Korea for annexation of the Korean 
Peninsula (the annexation by Japan was part of a treaty that 
was never signed by the Korean regent in 1910), the two 
churches restored a relationship. We faced a huge obstacle 
overcoming the conflict of national and ethnic  cleansing. 
Archbishop Uematsu said, “Admitting our own guilt and 
sin is the hardest thing. It is only when we’ve done this, we 
can go forward and experience the blessing of reconcilia-
tion.” This keynote address was mentioned repeatedly at 
workshops during the consultation. 

Friday, October 2
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, then-Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church (TEC), gave a keynote 
address titled, Uniting our Mission. In her address she 
expressed the significance of the Anglican Church’s exis-
tence in Asia and affirmed that reconciliation is God’s 
fundamental mission. As God in Christ became human, 
and showed friendship to us, we must seek friendship with 
Asian countries; we must build a new Anglican Church with 
cooperation and harmony for the future. We Anglicans are 

“the one Communion.” 
In the afternoon we went to Ganghwado Island in five 

large coaches to visit two Anglican churches, located west 
of Seoul in an area that is connected to the large city with 
bridges, much like Vancouver and Richmond.

Bishop John Corfe landed in Inchon and the mission 
began in Korea in 1890. 

St. Andrew’s Church, the first church we visited, was 
built in 1906. The original structure still stands beside the 
new church. Next, we headed to Ghangwa Peace Observa-
tory, located at the northern edge of this island.

From this vantage one can see the two sides of this 

country, prosperous South and non-prosperous North. 
It is sad to see one nation divided by the separation line. 

We arrived at the Ganghwa Anglican Church around 5 
pm. This church was constructed in 1900 to commemorate 
the baptisms of Koreans at Ganghwa Island in 1896. Its 
exterior design is based on the Korean traditional style with 
a basilica style interior. This harmonization of western with 
Korean aboriginal architectural techniques is registered as 
a historic building.

Saturday, October 3
The Eucharistic Con-celebration for the 125th Anniversary 
of the Korean Anglican Church took place at 10:30 am 
at the Cathedral Church of St. Mary the Virgin and St. 
Nicholas in Seoul. The cathedral was filled with bishops, 
priests, and laity from around the world. The liturgy began 
with solemn music and there were TV cameras present to 
capture the event and broadcast this celebratory worship

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Clergy and others gathered outside prior to 125th Anniversary Worship. • Many thanks to Daebin Im, Michiko Tatchell and others for organizing the image support for these reports.

The Canadian contingent visiting Korea’s oldest church buildings.

St. Andrew’s built in 1906. The Cathedral Church of St. Mary the Virgin and St. Nicholas in Seoul.
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Episcopal  
Asiamerica Ministries 
Consultation Report

A traditional Japanese house.

On October 6 and 7, 2015, the Episcopal Asiamerica 
Ministries (EAM) Japanese Convocation was held in Tokyo. 
It usually meets somewhere in North America once a year, 
but this year, it was held in Tokyo. The change of location 
was because most of the participants had been in Seoul to 
attend the 125th Anniversary of the Anglican Church of 
Korea. Although EAM and the Japanese Convocation are 
part of the Episcopal Church (TEC) we always appreciate 
their generosity, including Canadians in their events. This 
year there were nine Canadians all from the diocese of 
New Westminster, eight from Holy Cross and one from 
St. Michael’s, Broadway. There were fourteen Americans in 
attendance, three from Los Angeles, two from Honolulu, 
two from San Francisco, two from New York, one from 
Seattle, one from Illinois and three from Maryland. 

On the first day, we visited Christ Church in Kawagoe 
City, which is 30 minutes by train from Tokyo. We had 
Morning Prayer with the Rev. Samuel Koshiishi, followed 
by a visit from one of their wardens who explained the 
history of the church. This church was built by the Rev. 
Shoichi Tai (1848 – 1927) in 1878. He also built Christ 
Church in San Francisco for Japanese Americans in 1895 
during his time there as a student. There was a news article 
in a recent Japanese newspaper that Mr. Joseph Kay Nagai 
(84) from San Francisco had visited the church on Octo-
ber 4. He’d been researching about the Rev. Tai and had 
found that the Rev. Tai’s great granddaughter is still alive 
and living in Kawagoe City. He was delighted to have the 
opportunity to meet her. After Kawagoe, we arrived at 
Rikkyo University where we visited a beautiful chapel and 
a great museum. Rikkyo high school used to send their 
students to Camp Artaban.

On the second day, we visited St. Alban’s Church, which 
has an English speaking congregation. It is located in the 
heart of Tokyo (next to Tokyo Tower). We had a Medita-
tion and Prayer Workshop in both English and Japanese, 
followed by Eucharist. We met Bishop Oohata from the 
diocese of Tokyo. After lunch, during the convocation 
meeting, we introduced ourselves and answered the ques-
tion given by our convener, Gayle Kawahara, “I am here 
because…” Many of us were attending the EAM Japanese 
Convocation for the first time, but all of us appreciated 
Gayle’s leadership and mentioned that it was a great 
opportunity to meet so many Episcopalians/Anglicans 
from North America and Japan.

Report of EAM Japanese Convocation in Tokyo
MICHIKO TATCHELL 
Holy Cross Japanese Canadian Anglican Church

We had a welcome dinner at a restaurant run by the 
brother of Holy Cross’s rector, the Rev. Daebin Im. During 
the farewell dinner it was announced by Gayle Kawahara 
that the next Japanese Convocation would be held in 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

throughout Korea. 
The Most Rev. Paul Kim, bishop of the diocese of Seoul 

and Primate of the Province of Korea gave the sermon. He 
said that now is the time for us to respond to God’s request 
for reconciliation. We must strive to reconcile with God, 
our neighbours, and with nature. This “reconciliation” is 
the mission God is giving to the Anglican Church of Korea 
in celebrating 125 years. He went on to say that we should 
devote ourselves to re-unification of Korea peacefully, 
extending our hands to people of North Korea and offering 
our help in any way that it is needed. We cooperate with our 
brother and sister churches in Asia to solve problems; we 
will continue to devote our power, through strong solidarity 
with the Anglican Communion, for our children to grow 
up as pillars of the Kingdom of God.

Sunday, October 4
Seven of the Canadian contingent went to the City of 
Suwon to attend Sunday service at St. Stephen’s Church, 
which is the church where the mother of the Rev. Daebin 
Im, rector of Holy Cross, Vancouver is a member. Those 
who worshipped there reported back that St. Stephen’s is 
spirit-filled, and is a very active parish that is also blessed 
to have many younger members. 

It was a very wise program decision by EAM to arrange 
visits to local churches, where visitors could observe and 
participate in the reality that is the Korean Anglican Church 
and to experience that this is indeed a church with a bright 
future. 

Sunday concluded with all of us attending the Mayor’s 
banquet and closing ceremony in Seoul. EAM expressed its 
great appreciation to the many volunteers, the diocese of 
Seoul and the Anglican Church of Korea for well-planned 
programs and hospitality. W

Vancouver, Canada in June 2016. She will contact us as 
soon as she gets the detailed schedule. Stay tuned for more 
information about this upcoming event in our diocese. W

Ganghwa Church in Korea, built in 1900, Korean traditional style.

A view of the altar inside the Cathedral.

Parade practice outside the King’s palace in Seoul.

The border between North and South Korea.

The Holy Cross folks with Rev. Sung after a workshop in Japan.

Rikkyo University grounds in Tokyo.
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The Meaning of “Christian Unity”
DAVID W. T. BRATTSTON
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia

What is Christian unity in the Biblical 
sense? Is it merely two neighbouring 
congregations of the same denomination 
sponsoring a joint meal? Or two congrega-
tions of different denominations doing so? 
Intercommunion agreements? Co-oper-
ation in the World Council of Churches, 
and similar national and local organiza-
tions? Or did Jesus and his first followers 
mean nothing less than the thoroughgoing 
structural union of two previously indepen-
dent denominations? Does Christian unity 
require a complete merger from different 
denominational families, such as Anglican 
with Lutheran?

Jesus called for unity among Christians, 
as indicated in John 10: 16 and his oft-cited 
prayer in John 17, but these do not tell us 
exactly what Christian unity is, or how we 
can know it exists in a particular situation 
or community.

We must therefore examine the Bible 
and the earliest non-Biblical Christian 
sources to see what “unity” means and 
how we can work towards it. As an aid 
to interpretation of the New Testament, 
we may look at the writings of Christians 
from the era when memories were still fresh 
with the unwritten teachings and Bible 
interpretations of Christ, and could recall 
what He and the apostles did in practice, 
before there was opportunity for the gospel 
to drift far from its roots. Consulting the 
earliest post-Biblical sources also enables us 
to ascertain the meaning of such unity in 
the practice of the apostles and how “unity” 
was understood in the next few overlapping 
generations.

In John 17 Jesus prayed that Christians 
be united in the same way that he and 
the Father are united. Not knowing the 
mechanics of heaven, we humans are little 
assisted by this statement in determining 
the quality and extent of unity, except 
to observe — important later in this 
article — that the Father and Son are in con-
stant or perpetual contact with each other.

The essence of Christian unity later in 
the 1st century CE was the considerate 
treatment and mutual accommodation 
among Christ’s followers at the congrega-
tional level on a frequent basis: Romans 12: 
4f, 1 Corinthians 1: 10, Ephesians 4: 3 and 
Philippians 1: 27 and 2: 2. The contexts of 

all these Scriptures are a single local church 
in a single city.

Also in the 1st century, while some 
apostles were still alive, the congregation at 
Rome wrote to that at Corinth a long letter 
urging the Corinthians to reinstate congre-
gational office bearers they had unjustifiably 
unseated, resulting in a rift in the congrega-
tion. The letter encouraged restoring the 
office holders in order to re-establish peace, 
love and unity among Christians who were 
in at least weekly contact with each other. In 
both Biblical and non-Biblical 1st century 
letters, the contexts assume a single local 
church in a single city or town, and do not 
speak of relations between the addressees 
and Christians in other congregations, let 
alone other denominations, such as the 
Gnostics.

Shortly before his martyrdom in 107 
CE, Bishop Ignatius of Antioch encouraged 
Christians in three congregations to be 
united to God, but also to the apostles and 
their congregation’s clergy. In the early 3rd 
century, a church manual stressed unity of 
clerics among themselves in a congregation. 
Both Ignatius and the manual pressed for 
greater consolidation and comity within 
the existing ecclesiastical or congregational 
structure to improve relations between 
Christians who had daily or weekly interac-
tions with each other. In 197 CE the church 
father Tertullian wrote of Christian unity 
as being the gathering together of Chris-
tians in local public worship and sharing 
this world’s goods as a voluntary unity of 
property.

Preached about 249 CE, Origen’s 
Homilies on Joshua saw effective unity in 
two or three Christians agreeing in prayer 
on a joint request (Matthew 18: 19), and 

in the apostles praying with one accord in 
Acts 1: 14. These examples are of persons in 
each other’s presence cooperating towards a 
common spiritual goal. Origen was the fore-
most Bible scholar, teacher, and preacher of 
his own time and for centuries afterwards.

For confirmation of this view as to what 
the ancients meant by Christian unity, let 
us look at what the above authors classed it 
with as desirable Christian traits: peace, love, 
gentleness, compassion, courtesy, meek-
ness, lowliness, longsuffering, forbearance, 
hospitality, and recognition of the spiritual 
gifts of other Christians.

According to the same authors, Chris-
tian unity is incompatible with strife, jeal-
ousy, dissimulation, arrogance, overthrow-
ing congregational leaders, wisdom in one’s 
own conceits, repaying evil for evil, and 
thinking too highly of oneself.

All these are attitudes, qualities of char-
acter, or modes of interacting with people or 
conditions of relating to people with whom 
one is in personal contact. In the Biblical 
sense, unity is thus a pattern of mind and 
behaviour, a mould of conducting interper-
sonal relations among Christians who come 
into frequent contact, and which fosters 
Christian peace, love and harmony at the 
neighbourhood level.

Not mentioned in the Bible, although 
Christianity had divided into different sects 
by the 1st century, formal interdenomina-
tional mergers contribute to Christian unity 
only to the extent that they promote these 
local objectives. The shared Communion 
between Canadian Anglicans and Luther-
ans is one of these objectives, for it enables 
us to gather together, pray together, accept 
each other as equals in Christ, and share 
together in a foretaste of heaven. W

Angels from the Realms of Glory
LESLIE BUCK
St. Paul’s, Vancouver

which lies over and above our mundane 
world, so it is hardly surprising that art 
plays a major role in our religious life. 
By art, I include painting, poetry, music, 
drama, dance, all adding colour (literally 
and metaphorically) to our liturgy. Music, 
we know, is an almost indispensible part of 
Anglican liturgy, but it is in painting and the 
visual arts that we see artistic imagination 
given full rein.

But how do we portray the ineffable 
God in a picture? With difficulty! We can 
more readily portray Jesus, whose glory we 
have seen, for he was in human form (Just 
what form remains uncertain: probably 
resembling a Syrian refugee, for he would 

have been olive-skinned and of shorter stat-
ure than most of us in Canada. He would 
not have blue eyes and fair hair). But the 
difficulty has not discouraged artists from 
making the attempt. Many disapprove of 
this, and I can understand their reason, but 
is a pictorial image all that different from 
a linguistic image, such as God is love? In 
both cases we know we must look beyond 
the image to the reality behind the image.

In all events, artists have not stopped 
there. As well as portraying God they have 
portrayed spiritual beings like angels and 
the saints in paradise, setting the whole 
panoply of heaven before us in majestic 
works of art. These visual images supported 

by poetic images (many taken directly from 
Scripture) help us in seeking to encounter 
God. We join our voices with angels and 
archangels and the whole company of 
heaven to praise God. In these ways we 
come to think in terms of a whole super-
natural world, one which is invisible but 
which, if it were not, would not look all 
that different to our natural world. 

Does this supernatural world really exist, 
or is it only an aid in seeking to encounter 
God? In preaching the Gospel should we 
imply that the reality of the supernatural 
world is an indispensible part of that Gos-
pel? In answering these questions we need 
first to consider how people in our society 
look at the world around us.

We are seldom consciously aware of the 
ideas that we use in making sense of the 
world around us, and even if aware, we 
are not very consistent in our use of them. 
But one common way is that known as 
reductive materialism, this being a fancy 
expression signifying the idea that all things 
can ultimately be reduced to descriptions 
of physical processes. “All things” include 
all mental and spiritual experiences, which 
at the bottom are merely electrochemical 
processes in the brain.

This approach has been a basic assump-
tion of scientific research. By adopting it, 
scientists have been able to elucidate much 
of the working of the universe and, in turn, 
have developed technologies in the form of 
agronomy, medicine and engineering that 
have transformed our lives. We are well fed, 
live long and in unimaginably comfortable 
conditions. In view of this outcome it is 
hardly surprising that this way of looking at 
the world has become, for many scientists, 
not just useful but also true. Less scientifi-
cally informed people like the majority of us 
have uncritically followed along with that.

As an everyday example, consider how 
we are often exhorted to exercise our brains 
by pursuing cognitive activities like solving 
crossword puzzles. It prevents dementia, we 
are told. No doubt it does, but there is a 
subtle misunderstanding here. The cogni-
tive activities are all good stuff, but they 
have nothing to do with “exercising our 
brains.” That expression is nothing more 
than a metaphor, not to be understood 
literally. But that nuance is lost on many. 

Not only do many people understand 
the expression literally (demonstrating 
that they are reductive materialists) but 
they also, in passing so to speak, reject the 
ultimate reality of all non-material events 
and processes among which they include 
fairies, angels and, while they are about it, 
God. But God is not another “thing,” to 
be counted or not counted when counting 
how many “things” there are in the universe. 
God stands over and above the universe.

We need to bear all this in mind when 
seeking to proclaim the reality of God. We 
are not trying to establish the reality of a 
supernatural world that may, or may not, 
include entities like angels, or, for that mat-
ter, fairies. God is the ground of all being, 
ultimate reality, whether of the natural 
world or the supernatural world. We would 
not want to make our task more difficult 
by insisting on the reality of fairies. Neither 
should we make it more difficult by insist-
ing on the reality of angels.

By all means let us continue to sing of 
angels from the realms of glory, those at 
the birth and those at the ascension, but 
remembering always to take them lightly. 
The focus of our attention is not on them 
but on God. W

Leslie Buck. PHOTO Randy Murray

“In the Biblical sense,  
unity is thus a pattern of mind and behaviour,  

a mould of conducting interpersonal relations among Christians  
who come into frequent contact,  

and which fosters Christian peace, love and harmony  
at the neighbourhood level.”

“In preaching the Gospel should we imply that the reality of  
the supernatural world is an indispensible part of that Gospel?”

Religion and art have a lot in common. 
They both speak of the transcendent, that 
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Enbridge too far?
NIGEL HAGGAN
Vancouver, BC

I have a few words on Enbridge and 
Kinder-Morgan.

We need the goods and services that 
lands and waters provide, but we love 
them too. The gift that ordinary people 
bring to reviews such as Enbridge and 
Kinder-Morgan is the language of love — of 
commitment to cherish and protect places, 
plants, animals and people to which they 
are deeply connected. 

The scientists, economists and engineers 
on the review panels speak this language in 
their own sacred places, in their family and 
other relationships. 

Yet, they would not listen to a 12 year 
old in Bella Bella and again in Haida Gwaii.

The gift that Indigenous people bring 
to environmental review is a language of 
spirituality that belongs in everyday speech. 
For most of us, the things we hold sacred 
are intensely private. When Indigenous 
people break the silence on spiritual matters, 
it grants the rest of us the social license to 
follow-up with our own spiritual concerns 
and insights. 

Scientists can and do use the language 
of spirituality outside of their work. The 
declaration Preserving and Cherishing the 
Earth, signed by 40 scientists including Carl 
Sagan, Stephen J. Gould and 270 religious 
leaders, said we need to see our planetary 
home as sacred, because we protect what is 
sacred. The ecological crisis has prompted 
scientists and economists to develop long 
lists of ways that nature contributes to our 
physical, emotional, spiritual and intellec-

tual well being. For example, the Preamble 
to Canada’s Species at Risk Act recognizes, 
aesthetic, cultural, spiritual values alongside 
scientific, economic and many more values.

 • Where, then on our environmental review  
  panels, are the “experts” in aesthetic, cultural 
  and spiritual values? 
 • Where are the voices that extend moral  
  consideration to non-humans? 

Without these voices, conversation is domi-
nated by economic values and the science, 
which speaks for or against them. Without 
these voices, all we have is the mantra of 
measurement, monitoring, surveillance 
and control. Try any of that language on 
anyone or anything you love and see how 
far it takes you!

To say that the voices of science and 
economics are too loud is unfair to scientific 
and economic friends and colleagues. The 
business economics focus of these reviews 
falls far short of the full range of ecosystem 
services. In turn, the narrow economic 
focus puts science in a “tobacco wars” role 
where project economics vie with jobs and 
revenue at risk from catastrophic oil spill. 

Their voices are not too loud, just too 
lonely. The voices of Indigenous spiritual-
ity, of religion as compassion for the poor 
and for impoverished nature, the musicians, 
poets and painters are as lonely outside 
the wall as the scientists and economists 
are inside. 

So where do we go next?

The good news is that our common lan-
guage of love and need can liberate science 
and economics to explore all the ways the 
Earth contributes to our physical, emo-
tional, spiritual and intellectual well being. 
Many scientists have pointed to flaws in the 
Enbridge and Kinder-Morgan reviews. I’m 
not a quantitative scientist, so I can’t com-
ment on that. What I can say is that they are 
both sadly incomplete. That in itself should 
be good grounds for a challenge grounded 
in Indigenous and Canadian law. 

The other piece of good news is that 
suspension of Enbridge, Kinder-Morgan 
and challenges to the Energy East pipeline 
open a window to interrogate and overhaul 
review processes. Here in BC, we’re looking 
for legal scholars, artists, poets, painters, 
musicians, Indigenous spiritual people 
and eco-spiritual scholars to help design a 
project that will:

 1. Explore how voices for missing values can  
  contribute to review panels
 2. Ask what new formats and media can  
  best convey recommendations to  
  decision-makers and citizens

We can’t prejudge the outcome of a more 
complete set of voices in project review. We 
do believe that it might restore some of the 

“civil” to society. W

This is a summary of remarks made at the beginning and end of Awalaskenis II — A Journey 
of Truth and Unity. The journey began in July 2014 when ‘Walas Gwa’yam (Beau Dick), 
Guujaaw and other Aboriginal leaders travelled to Ottawa to signify a broken relationship with 
the Harper government by the ceremonial breaking of copper shields. The copper is a spiritual 
credit card, signifying the authority of a chief and their responsibility to the human and non-
human beings, lands, air and water. The journey ended with a feast at the University of BC 
(UBC) where fears for the future were tempered by a fierce resolve to stand up for renewal and 
hope that a new federal government will show a dramatically higher standard of care. 

The Anglican Editors Association (AEA) 
which is the national association for dioc-
esan paper editors in the Anglican Church 

of Canada has purchased a trial license that 
will allow the diocesan publications (Topic 
being among them) to use the cartoons of 

Dave Walker Cartoons
British cartoonist Dave Walker. Here is the 
first one to be published. W

Nigel Haggan, PhD is a student of the 
sea as it was, as it is and what it might 
become. He lives in Vancouver.

Makers of myth and mischief, Nigel Haggan and Chief Beau Dick at the Belkin Gallery, UBC. PHOTO Courtesy of Shelly Rosenblum

Hereditary Chief ‘Walas Gwa’yam 
(Beau Dick) is an artist, teacher and 
spiritual activist.

Together, they are developing a project 
to bring more voices and values into 
formal relations with the environment/
creation.
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The God of Abraham Praise
…A beloved Christian hymn born in a Jewish synagogue
GILCHRIST (GILLI) MCLAREN
All Saints Anglican Church, Mission 

The story of the hymn The God of Abraham 
Praise has four Dramatis Personae:

Moses Maimonides (1135 – 1204) lived in Cor-
doba, Spain, at a time when the terrors of the 
Spanish Inquisition were part of our world. A 
legendary philosopher, theologian, astronomer 
and physician, he was perhaps one the most in-
fluential and revered Jewish scholars of medieval 
Europe. A great codifier of Torah law and Jewish 
philosophy, he compiled the 13 principles, as an 
affirmation of Jewish faith.

Daniel Ben Judah Dayyan was a Jewish liturgical 
poet, who lived in Rome in the 14th century. He 
is the author of Yigdal Elohim Hai, a well known 
Jewish hymn, containing the 13 articles of belief 
formulated by Maimonides. Some scholars con-
tend that Daniel Ben Judah spent eight years to 
complete and finish it. Yigdal means to “magnify” 
and is a Jewish doxology sung by Ashkenazim 
Jews (German Jews) at the Morning Prayer, and 
by the Sephardim Jews (Iberian, North African 
and Middle Eastern Jews), on the eve of Sabbath 
and holy days.

Myer Lyon (1750 – 1797) better known by his 
stage name Michael Leoni, achieved fame as 
a tenor opera singer in London and Dublin. At 
the Great Synagogue in London, he was the 
hazzan — a singer trained to lead the congrega-
tion in soulful prayer. In Western Christianity the 
equivalent is a precentor (cantor) who similarly 
leads the congregation. Leoni’s reputation at-
tracted many, who visited the synagogue to 
hear him sing, amongst whom were some non- 
conformist Christians.

Thomas Olivers (1725 – 1799) was born in Wales 
and orphaned at age four. As a young boy he 
was apprenticed to a shoemaker in Tregynon. 
He seemed to have acquired some notoriety 
because he was expelled from his hometown 
for his “ungodliness.” 

A revival movement, popularly known 
as The Great Awakening swept across the 
American colonies, Protestant Europe and 
the British Isles in the 1730s and 1740s. 
One of its leaders in Britain was the Rev. 
George Whitefield, Anglican cleric and 
singularly gifted man of God. Thomas 
Olivers, when he was 18 heard him preach 
on the text from Zechariah 3: 2: “Is not 
this brand plucked out of the fire?” He was 
deeply stirred in his soul and converted, 
and committed the rest of his life to the 
discipleship of Christ. 

Olivers joined the Methodist Society 
in 1753, at Bradford on Avon and became 
an evangelist and itinerant preacher under 
John Wesley. For a quarter of a century 
Thomas Olivers rode a horse that a friend 
had purchased for five pounds and gifted 
to him when he first went on his circuit. 
It is estimated that he travelled for almost 
100,000 miles on his horse — 100,000 
miles equals 161,000 kilometres — imagine 
that on your car odometer!

The first Christians, even though they 
were forced to separate from the main Jew-
ish society, still considered themselves Jew-
ish. When they worshipped separately they 
continued to use Jewish liturgy, synagogue 
structure and singing of psalms. Gregorian 
chant for instance stems from Jewish chant. 
Nevertheless, most Christian hymnody in 
the Western Church developed through the 
ages with no direct connection to Jewish 
singing. But The God of Abraham Praise 
is an exception, because this well known 
hymn of Christendom has its roots in the 
traditional Jewish doxology, Yigdal, sung at 
Jewish worship.

Michael Leoni (Myers Lyon), the Jew-
ish cantor had developed many admirers. 

His reputation encouraged a number of 
Gentiles, and non-conformist Christians, 
including in 1770, the Methodist Olivers, 
to come to the Great Synagogue on Friday 
nights to hear him. Olivers was so impressed 
by Leoni’s moving rendition of the hymn 
Yigdal that he became determined to write 
words for a church hymn using the melody.

He wrote the hymn sometime between 
1763 and 1770, and is reported to have told 
a friend during a conference at Wesley’s City 
Road Chapel: “Look at this; I have rendered 
it from Hebrew, giving it, as far as I could, 
a Christian character.” It first appeared in 
John Wesley’s Pocket Hymnbook for the use 
of Christians of all denominations in 1785, 
becoming extremely popular in Methodist 
circles. The hymn is a free paraphrase of the 
Yigdal; there are 12 verses in total, although 
most hymnbooks reproduce only eight or 
ten. The verses refer extensively to passages 
of scripture; Olivers produced references for 
virtually every line of the text, beginning 
with Exodus 3: 6: “I am the God of thy 
father, the God of Abraham.” The tune is 
still titled Leoni and honours Michael Leoni, 
whose singing of the Yigdal inspired Oliver 
to write it. 

In Canadian hymnody, this popular 
hymn has been appropriated by many 
denominations, sometimes editing the 
original text, possibly to accommodate 
contemporary theological perspectives. It 
is found in the Anglican Hymnal, Com-
mon Praise (#347, also #348); the Catholic 
hymnal, Journey Songs (#779); the Presby-
terian Hymnal, The Book of Praise (#779); 
and the United Church Hymnal, Voices 
United (#255).

By using this ancient melody, Olivers 
connects modern worshippers not only 
with their Christian forbearers, but with 
their Jewish predecessors as well. When 
the Church separated from the synagogue, 
it began a process of being “de-Judahized” 
by adding Western elements including 
Western musical style. The plaintive eastern 
modes and chants began to be replaced by 
hymns in the major mode — the mode of 
most Western Christian hymns. Conse-
quently, because of its ancient minor mode 
Leoni melody, The God of Abraham Praise 
reflects music of the Eastern world and 
immediately takes Western worshippers to 
a different time and place. It is not only the 
text and tradition that connect Christians 
with their Jewish heritage; it is the flavour of 
the music itself. Some scholars believe that 
the melody is an arrangement of an old folk 
motif common to Jewish, Spanish-Basque, 
and Russian song, which were also the basis 
for Bedrich Smetana’s The Moldau in the 
symphonic poem, Ma Vlast.

Thomas Olivers harmonized the melody 
into a striking 18th century tune in a minor 
key (Common Praise #347 in F minor; #348 
in E minor). By incorporating an ancient 
melody and text with the Wesleyan love 
of both Old and New Testament scripture, 
Olivers reminds us that we continue to 
worship the God of the Hebrews, and the 
message of joy and abundant life in Christ 
and disseminated through the apostles finds 
its beginnings in the original promise to 
Father Abraham.

James Montgomery (1771 – 1854) a 
renowned Scottish poet and prolific writer 
of hymns was recognized by different 
denominational traditions, who honoured 
his genius by including hymns written by 
him: According to thy gracious word; Go to 
dark Gethsemane; Hail to the Lord’s anointed; 
and Angels from the realms of Glory, a carol 

we sing every Christmas. Montgomery was 
deeply moved by Oliver’s hymn and wrote: 

“That noble ode… though the essay of an unlet-
tered man, claims special honour. There is not in 
our language a lyric of more majestic style, more 
elevated thought, or more glorious imagery.

…like a stately pile of architecture, severe and 
simple in design, it strikes less on the first view 
than after deliberate examination, when its 

proportions become more graceful, its dimen-
sions expand, and the mind itself grows greater 
in contemplating it.”

And so when we sing this hymn, together as 
a congregation or in the silent contempla-
tion of our hearts, we join those in our time, 
across the many spaces of our world, also 
singing with those who have gone before 
us, and lift our voices to magnify our God, 
for Yigdal in Hebrew means “magnify.” W

Gilli singing enthusiastically during the procession at All Saints’, Mission on February 14, 2016. PHOTO Harold Vos

“…when we sing this hymn,  
together as a congregation  

or in the silent contemplation of our hearts,  
we join those in our time,  

across the many spaces of our world,  
also singing with those who have gone before us,  

and lift our voices to magnify our God,  
for Yigdal in Hebrew means ‘magnify.’”

Gilli McLaren. PHOTO Harold Vos

opinion
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Winter Retreat Word Pictures
THE REV. SHIRLEY STOCKDILL
Priest-in-Charge, All Saints’, Burnaby

A bus arrives and then disappears to reappear in the mist at 
the downtown station. Most of the happy nervous campers 
climb on board. 

A slow scenic drive to pick up small groups huddling 
in the wind and rain until finally we are all on board and 
the singing begins.

There is laughter as old friends greet. Timid looks on 
newcomers’ faces. Leaders and campers introduce them-
selves asking, “Why are you here?”

Then Nathan comes on board. Nathan is a star. He 
shows no fear just loving cuteness with a questioning pres-
ence. He shares himself and his innocent play generously.

A colleague, we barely knew one another, sits next to 
me and we agree that we are both too tired to talk. Then 
we do nothing but for the whole trip.

The singing continues.
Suddenly Sorrento Centre, a warm light in the cold, 

slippery dark. Greetings as if we are old friends.
A Roomie. I haven’t had one in 25 years. Funny and 

patient. She and Daebin taught me some Korean so I could 
impress my granddaughter’s boyfriend. 

Meals around large tables, where everyone talks, laughs 
and really cares for one another. The food was served by 
cheerful workers and was wonderful. 

Kitchen duty for everyone. It is a place where everyone 
smiles. (Don’t tell my family but I loved it.)

All gathered on the floor in the mellow light in silence 
and in prayer. Those who are able share their gifts of piano, 
trumpet and tambourine. And there was singing.

Afternoons playing in the snow, building balloon 
constructs, learning games from other places and people. 
Listening to the sadness and the pain of the past and of 
how it continues to fill today for too many. Listening in the 
silence and the drum beat, in the word and in the prayers, 
for the truth of word and prayer that we might together 
build a new tomorrow.

Sixty younger members of our present church gathered 
in the words that makes us one, and in the midst of tears 
and laughter work together to create a new future for 
themselves and for us.

The last night the full moon reflected from the moun-
tains across Shuswap Lake and everything around had a 
new golden light.

We climbed back onto the bus with both joy of being 
together and sadness for the parting.

The bus started and the singing began. 
When we began to get off at our various stops I enjoyed 

the thought that I had made some new friends and remem-
bering that if it was “Family Day” that I had been invited 
to join into a new part of “the family.” I felt the grace of 
the Spirit that had been among us. Perhaps that is why I 
was there.

I want to say thank you for the invitation and work 
that went into the retreat weekend. Especially to Caitlin, 
Andrew, Brander, Karen, Laurel, Daebin, Cameron, Leah 
(my roomie), Archbishop John for his evening visit, the 
Director and staff of Sorrento and all the campers. I felt 
very welcomed and truly part of the family of God in the 
Here and Now (thanks to Caitlin and Laurel for the great 
photographs).W
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youth groups •
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More photos from the Sorrento Winter Retreat on the back page…
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