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Members of the Fredericton City Guard offered a feu de joie or fire of joy, in this case a six-gun-salute at the 
end of a ceremony celebrating the faith and courage of War of 1812 hero Captain Charles Rainsford near his 
grave in the church yard of St. Peter’s Church in Fredericton. See the story on page 6.

ANA WATTS

BY ANA WATTS
With Archbishop Claude Miller’s 
appointment of Irene Adams 
as diocesan treasurer effective 
June 11, the clouds that all but 
obscured the diocesan financial 
picture since the untimely death 
of treasurer Fred Scott last fall 
began to disperse. At the Dioc-
esan Council meeting on May 
30 in Sussex Corner (before the 

appointment of Ms. Adams) the 
chair of the finance committee 
lamented about the only thing 
that was clear about diocesan 
finances was the gravity of the 
situation. “We have struggled to 
gain an understanding of where 
we are, but working with only a 
part-time treasurer whose work-
load is immense, I am just not 
able to get all the information I 

Keep the conversation going
For decades, the New Brunswick Anglican and the Anglican 
Journal have been a vital communications link between 
parishes, dioceses and the national Church.  

Together, we have shared stories, ideas and opinions 
from a faith perspective in a way that has helped us put 
that faith into action. 

Whether encouraging a response to human need, 
educating about the care of creation, or helping readers 
discover new ways to reach out and grow the Church, 
the New Brunswick Anglican and the Anglican Journal 
spark compassionate conversations in an increasingly 
secularized world. 

Please give generously to the Anglican Journal Appeal 
this year. With your help we can keep the conversation  
going!

Please fill out and return the enclosed postage- 
paid donor reply card or call  
416-924-9199, ext 259.  
Alternatively, you can email  
mross@national.anglican.ca  
or go to www.canadahelps.org  
to make your gift today.

New treasurer working to reveal financial picture

BY ANA WATTS
Three years of Nicodemus Proj-
ect analysis, brainstorming, col-
laboration and discernment 
accompanied by exciting ex-
perimentation and solid educa-
tion has sharpened our vision 
for the future of this diocese 
and events planned for this fall 
will help enable us to resource 
our plans. Archbishop Miller 
thinks of them as building blocks 
for “Enabling God’s Mission.” 

The first event is a Diocesan 
Stewardship Conference with 
Archbishop Douglas Hambidge. 
He is a renowned author, speaker 
and expert in all things steward-
ship (which is just about every-
thing) and we have waited a long 

Fall focused
on stewardship

time for him to come and share 
his expertise with us. We are 
thrilled he is finally able to join 
us from 9:30 until 4 on Saturday, 
Sept. 29, at Trinity Church, Sus-
sex. Everyone is welcome. He 
will also spend time with our 
clergy in Fredericton on Sept. 27.  

On Oct. 14 we observe Finan-
cial Stewardship Sunday, so ex-
pect to be inspired by a sermon 
on stewardship and to receive in-
formation on how you can help 
to Nurture the Economy of Bless-
ing in this diocese. You will learn 
about best-practices employed 
by growing parishes, encounter 
narrative budgets that translate 

need,” said Gil Carter. “But based 
on parish assessment and budget 
support figures for 2011, I can 
see we need to communicate to 
parishes that assessments are not 
voluntary. Any voluntary aspect 
went out the window when we 
went to the one-payment system 
(from the apportionment/assess-
ment system). I would like to see 
parish assessments managed the 

same way payroll is managed, 
by automatic direct debit from 
the parish account. It is our ob-
ligation to support the family.”

The diocese is six years into 
a budget freeze and a three-year 
struggle to implement a 10-10-10 
giving model (parishioners return 
10 per cent of their income to the 
parish, the parish in turn tithes 
to the diocese and the diocese 

tithes to the National Church). 
Archdeacon David Edwards, 

parish development officer for 
the diocese, offered Financial 
Stewardship Sunday scheduled 
for Oct. 14 as a tool to help 
improve the diocese’s financial 
situation by encouraging the 
people in the pews to embrace 
the personal tithing model on 

For a number of years we 
have been trying to arrange 
for Archbishop Douglas 
Hambidge to address a 
stewardship conference in 
this diocese. He has agreed 
to attend one on Sept. 29 at 
Trinity Church in Sussex. 
This provides all of us 
with an opportunity to hear a speaker who is 
renowned across North America. The event is 
from 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. and includes lunch. 
You can register online on anglican.nb.ca or 
with Eleanor Morrison at 506-622-2857.We 
face challenging times within our church and 
Archbishop Hambidge has insights to share on 
how, with God’s help, we might rise to meet 
them.

A message from Archdeacon David Edwards
Parish Development officer for the diocese

Enabling God’s Vision
Sept. 29  Diocesan Stewardship Conference-

with Archbishop Douglas Hambidge,  
9:30 a.m. - 

 4 p.m., Trinity Church, Sussex.

Sept. 30  Back to Church Sunday. Every-
thing you need for your parish to partici-
pate is online  http://anglican.nb.ca.

Oct. 14  Financial Stewardship Sunday. Ex-
pect to be informed and inspired.

Oct. 27 Funding Our Vision.  Especially 
for clergy, wardens, treasurers and com-
munications officers, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
Kingswood University (formerly Bethany 
Bible College) in Sussex.

See Archdeacons on page 2

See Fall Stewardship on page 2
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which is the foundation for 
all the church’s mission and 
ministry. “We are going to focus 
on the biblical rationale for 
a blessing economy. We exist 
as a diocese not just to bless 
ourselves, but the wider com-
munity and mission. We will 
have a narrative chart that will 
explain what we spend on us as 
parishes and a diocese as well as 
on the community and mission. 
We will look at 10-10-10 and 
we will look at the benefits of 

dollar figures into meaningful 
stories of mission and ministry, 
receive information on planned 
giving, perhaps be invited to join 
a team of parish development 
officers (similar to the network 
of parish communications of-
ficers), read stories on steward-
ship and 10-10-10 (a model that 
relies on parishioners to return 
10 per cent of their income to 
the parish, the parish, in turn, 
to tithe to the diocese, and the 
diocese to tithe to the National 
Church), and learn that a great 

Archdeacons warn of a financial emergency

Diocesan treasurer Irene Adams at her desk. 
ANA WATTS

Continued from treasurer page 1
e-offering as well. I believe the 
bishop wants us to ask what we 
are going to do in response to 
Financial Stewardship Sunday, 
ask if we are going to increase 
our offerings. We will provide 
people with a chart around pro-
portional giving, explain what it 
means to increase our offerings 
even by one per cent.”

Newly appointed Archdeacon 
Bonnie LeBlanc of Woodstock 
suggested part of the problem 
with parish non-payment is a 
lack of consequences. “Even 

though we tell the people there 
are consequences they have 
been going along without paying 
and nothing has happened. And 
people don’t see where the money 
they send to the diocese goes, plus 
they have a hard time running 
their parishes. We need statements 
about what the money is used for, 
what happens at the diocesan level 
when we don’t pay.”

Archbishop Claude Miller 
said that attitude reflected a 
service model. “People think 
if they don’t get what they like 
from the diocese, or like where 
the money is spent, they have 
the prerogative not to contrib-
ute. That is a lack of trust in the 
body. They feel unless they are 
able to control how the money is 
spent it takes away from free-
will offering to the body. We 
have published narrative budgets 
to tell people how the money is 
spent. And we have reduced the 
number of line-by-line-items 
in the budget because its strict 
scrutiny tended toward criti-
cism. I certainly don’t want to 
trace every dollar I give. That is a 
lack of trust.”

Council member Ashley 
Sobey offered: “Giving is one 
thing, but parishes not meeting 
their commitments is something 
else. We have to collect that 
money. It’s not about giving. 
Some don’t pay because they 
don’t want to, others can’t afford 
to. If we had sanctions to use as 
a last resort for those who won’t 
pay, what options would be 
available? If they are obligated to 
pay but don’t, we have to collect, 
but it is better to have them fulfil 
the obligation willingly.”

“There is no contractual 
obligation to pay,” said Mr. 
Carter, “but there is a moral 
one. We have never threatened 
anyone with anything and we 
don’t want to do that. But we 
have to support the diocese in 
a regular manner. The budget 
was frozen by synod in 2006 – 
the consumer price index is up 
nine per cent since then. Some 
parishes have fallen by the way-
side because they can’t afford to 
pay. The formula has to change. 
Parish assessment in the Diocese 
of Nova Scotia and PEI is 24 per 
cent. Nobody in this diocese is 

paying that. We’re just trying to 
get them to pay 10 per cent.”

“There was a time when the 
diocese had a budget to support 
the few parishes who could not 
afford to support a full-time clergy 
person. Now we have 34 parishes 
that cannot afford full-time minis-
try,” said Archbishop Miller.

Council member Don Adams 
admitted “many parishes are 
struggling to keep their doors 
open and the diocese is trying 
to get money out of them at the 
same time. It is not for a lack of 
caring or wanting to contribute; 
it is just an inability to pay. We 
need to be careful about the 
words we use when we discuss 
this topic.”

Mr. Carter said “The bottom 
line is, if we can get an improve-
ment in parish assessments it 
would be a great help. And if we 
knew parishes were going to pay 
by the end of year, that would be 
a giant step forward as well.”

Canon Walter Williams 
assured council that the arch-
deacons are going from parish 
to parish telling them about the fi-
nancial emergency in the diocese.

Stewardship 
Resources

• Economy of Blessing 
posters, bulletin inserts 

and covers, a proportional 
giving table and preaching 

notes; 

• Best practices used by 
growing parishes;

• Stewardship reflections;

• Stewardship publications 

• Videos and more. 

   http://anglican.nb.ca/
programs/stewardship/in-

dex.html

Nurturing the

Economy of
Blessing

14 October 2012

Fall stewardship activities help us resource our plan 
deal of what the parish offers to 
the diocese flows back to the par-
ishes through diocesan services. 

On Oct. 27 all the diocesan 
clergy, wardens, treasurers and 
communications officers will 
gather at Kingswood University 
(formerly Bethany College) in 
Sussex to look at Funding our 

Vision. They will look at the 
current diocesan financial is-
sues, examine the continued 
implementation of 10-10-10 
and, in short, consider the fu-
ture of the church in this place. 

Myriad resources to support 
stewardship activities in the 
parish are available to everyone 

on-line, as are the current re-
sources for Back to Church Sun-
day, scheduled for Sept. 30. This 

one event can be as elaborate or 
as simple as we want to make it. 

Continued from Fall on page 1
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GET THE NEWS FIRST 
at http://anglican.nb.ca

While you’re there, 
subscribe to E News and get 
the news delivered to your  

in-box each week.
Click on the News button at the 

top of the page and choose E 
News from the drop-down menu

On June 16 Archbishop Claude Miller ordained two men to the transitional diaconate, installed three new canons and collated an archdeacon 
at Christ Church Cathedral.  A very large crowd gathered on that glorious spring day to celebrate with and support these people. Following the 
service are left to right are: the Rev. Dr. Ross Hebb, Parish of St. Peter’s, Fredericton, a new deacon; the Rev. Kent Greer, ordained deacon and 
was appointed to the Parish of Tobique for two years, then he will become a military chaplain: Archdeacon Bonita LeBlanc, installed as a canon, 
collated as an archdeacon and appointed Archdeacon of Woodstock; Archbishop Miller; Jonathan Springthorpe, ordained a deacon and remains 
in the Parish of Musquash where he served as a student; the Rev. Canon Elaine Hamilton, the bishop’s chaplain;  the Rev. George Eves, installed 
as an honorary canon; and Dean Keith Joyce of Fredericton.

ANA WATTS

This year is Year B in the 
lectionary, so gospels are 
primarily according to 

Mark. His has some unique fea-
tures and is considered, by most 
scholars, to be the earliest of 
the gospel writings. The Gospel 
of Mark is also relatively short 
and that makes it a good first 
read if we’re new to the Bible, 
but it’s also known for several 
other curious features. Not least 
is the “Messianic Secret” that 
pops up repeatedly in the texts 
of Mark. During the season of 
the Sundays after Pentecost, 
when we focus on the growth 
of the Christian Church and 
the increasing revelation of the 
works of Jesus to the world, we 
read Sunday by Sunday, about 
Jesus getting into all sorts of 
trouble. He works miracles to 
the amazement of on-lookers, 
makes outlandish claims about 
the law and its application in the 
lives of his people often accom-
panied by a word or two from 
Mark that suggests it should all 
be kept hush-hush.

The Messianic Secret is not 
unknown among us. Keeping 
Jesus a secret is often the first 
impulse in a society and culture 
that is generally uncomfortable 
with religion of any sort.  We 
believe, we attend worship but 

in our day-to-day lives things 
seem to go much more smoothly 
if we keep our religious convic-
tions to ourselves. I recently ran 
into someone I had come to 
know over a couple of years who 
said, “I just found out you’re an 
Anglican Priest!  Who would 
know?” Oops. So much for a 
well-kept secret.

Keeping our faith a secret is 
not “proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ for the making of 
disciples.”  Anglicans generally 
need some help with that. The 
Anglican Church, once “the 
church of the establishment,” 
bloomed in a context where 
Christianity was assumed rather 
than chosen. We keep the secret 
quite naturally.  It’s in our DNA.  
But Tertullian (160 – c. 225 AD, 
a prolific early Christian author 
from Carthage in the Roman 
province of Africa) said: “See 
how they love one another.” They 
are words spoken by some of 
the non-Christians of the third 

century regarding Christian 
communities. We fall short these 
days even in this.

Someone recently commented 
that parochialism is alive and 

well in the Diocese of Freder-
icton. Parishes have difficulty 
seeing their benefits, or even ob-
ligations, as members of a wider 
diocesan, episcopal church. This 
is not unlike the individual-
ism that marks the culture of 
our time. My response to that 
goes even further… attitudes of 
congregationalism might be our 
first foe.  Often churches within 
our own parishes are at odds 
with one another. Competition 
between sister churches is too 

often fierce. A poster once pub-
lished by the Mennonites read: 
“If the Christians of the world 
would promise not to kill other 
Christians…” Maybe we need 
to move the bar a little closer 
to the heart of the matter and 
consider starting with the small 
stuff? Then we will be graduat-
ing to the love to which Jesus 
called us when he said: “By this 
everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.”  

The Messianic secret is not unknown  among us

The Ven. Geoffrey Hall is currently 
Executive Assistant to the Bishop 
of Fredericton, Secretary of the 
Synod and Diocesan Archdeacon.

The Rev. George Eves was 
installed honorary of Christ 
Church Cathedral on June 16.
The Rev. Dr. Ross Hebb was 
installed as canon of Christ 
Church Cathedral on June 16.
The Rev. Bonita LeBlanc was 
installed as a canon of Christ 
Church Cathedral, collated as 
Archdeacon and appointed 
Archdeacon of Woodstock on 
June 16.
The Rev. Chris Hayes was ap-
pointed priest-in-charge of the 
Parish of Salisbury and Havelock 
for a one-year term effective 
Sept. 1.
The Rev. Leo Martin was ap-
pointed priest-in-charge of the 
Parish of Lakewood in Saint 
John effective Sept. 15.
The Rev. Robert Solloum was 
appointed rector of the Parishes 
of Carleton and Victoria in West 
Saint John effective July 1.

Archbishop Claude Miller’s 
letter will return in the 

October issue.

Sept. 9
St. John’s, Highfield 

100th Anniversary, 7p.m.

Sept. 16
Parish of Ludlow and Blissfield 
125th Anniversary, 10:30 a.m.

Sept. 18-23
Provincial House of Bishops 

and Provincial Synod

Sept. 26
Diocesan Council

Sept. 27
Clergy Day

Sept. 29
Stewardship Conference

Sept. 30-Oct 4
Deanery of Saint John 

Visitation

Oct. 9
Bishop’s Counsel

Oct. 14-18
Deanery of St. Andrews

 visitation
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Archbishop Claude Miller confirmed eight at St, Paul’s, Zealand, on May 13. Left to 
right in back are the Rev. Deacon Debbie Edmondson, Canon  John Sharpe, Crystal 
Gilmore, and Archbishop Miller; in front are Jennifer Edwards, Lisa King, Ashlie 
King, Mary Ellen Etheridge, Evan Morehouse, Trevor Flemming and Amanda 
Flemming.

Archbishop Claude Miller confirmed 13 in the Parish of Fredericton Junction. Left 
to right in front are John Dorie, Justin Phillips, Jesse Comeau, Connor Castonguay, 
Steven Dorie, Kristina Nason and Jill Charlton; in the middle Evan Castonguay, 
Archbishop Miller, Matt Nason; in back Bishop George Lemmon (interim in the 
parish), Alex Phillips, Jason Comeau, Mitchell Charlton and Courtenay Phillips.

Archbishop Claude Miller confirmed nine young people in the Parish of Riverview 
in the spring. Left to right they are Jenna Neil, Tianna Fougere, the Rev. Brent 
Ham, Ella Harrigan, Caitlin Gallant, Archbishop Miller, Jayden Taylor, Corey 
Wells, Ben Jones, Ben Johnson and Dru Guimond.

Archbishop Claude Miller confirmed young people from the parishes of St. 
Andrews Sunny-Brae, St. James and St. Philip in Moncton on the Feast of St. 
Barnabas. In the front row left to right they are Hailey Noble, Megan Williston, 
Anna McKillop, Shaylen and Monica Pratt, Benjamin McKillop, Alex Wynter, 
Christopher Williston. Behind are the Rev. Rod Black and the Rev. Douglas Painter 
on either side of Archbishop Miller. Mr. Black and Mr. Painter are priests in four 
Moncton area parishes, the confirmation service exemplified the minister model 
of ministry.

Archbishop Claude Miller confirmed candidates at St. George’s Church in Moncton 
in the spring. Left to right in the front row are Olivia Lipton, Natasha Urquhart 
and Isaac Phi; in the back are Dan Goodwin, Cathy Rogers, Michael Sleep, James 
Swindell, Nhat Viet-Phi, Archbishop Miller and the Rev. Chris VanBuskirk.

Spring Confirmations 
Spiritual and numerical growth

Five young people were confirmed and one adult reaffirmed her confirmation in 
the Parish of Shediac this spring. Left to right they are Joyce Tilburt, Archbishop 
Claude Miller, Rebecca Wolthers, Andie Mollins, Natasha Lefranc, Katelyn 
Horsman and Alex Mollinsan.
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BY ANA  WATTS

According to the reader-
ship survey recently 
conducted by the 

Anglican Journal last spring and 
in which many of you partici-
pated, (thank you), the Anglican 
Church is an active 60-plus-year-
old woman. Gulp —that’s me! 
(I know that should be “That 
is I” but it sounds a bit preten-
tious, not to mention awkward 
and not at all what I would say 
in response to hearing myself so 
identified.) I know surveys can 
be a bother but the results always 
make fascinating and reveal-
ing reading. I can’t share all the 
results with you here, not enough 
space, but I will put them on our 
website http://anglican.nb.ca. 
Quite a few of you will look 
for them there because you are 
comfortable online, enjoy online 
newspapers and keep in touch 
through facebook. However 
many, many more of you are not 
comfortable online, hence you 
still have a newspaper in your 
hand. And a good many of you 
spend up to an hour with it, 
often reading a bit when you first 

get it, then going back to it later. 
That’s very encouraging.

The survey asked questions 
about the Anglican Journal and 
about the diocesan papers, in our 
case of course, that is The New 
Brunswick Anglican. The major-
ity of you would not support an 
annual subscription fee for both 
papers in the $25 to $30 range, 
but a few of you voluntarily 
contribute more than that to the 
newspapers each year. Those of 
you who cannot afford an annual 
subscription would lose your 
main contact with the church 
outside your parish if one were 
charged.

As Kristin Jenkins, the 
editor of the Journal said in her 
readership survey report, we 
can’t, and don’t, please all the 
people all the time. Those of you 
who offered individual com-
ments made that, and a lot of 
other things, clear. A couple of 
you even called for a return of 
my columns. Hmmm. Instead 
of mellowing over the years, 
I think I have become more 
outspoken. Of an age that I can 
wear a red hat and a purple 
dress if I want to, I might just 
get myself in trouble if I went 

Survey reflections from a quintessential New Brunswick Anglican

What you told us
We asked you to tell us what you think…

and you did. Thank you to the 4,185 read-
ers who took the time to fill out our national 
readership survey.  Your feedback—which at 
2.9% of the total readership is “statistically 
significant”—has given us much food for 
thought. Importantly, it has given us what 
we need to make this unique communica-
tions ministry of the Anglican Church of 
Canada even more relevant.

For those who also took the time to send 
in comments about the value and shortcom-
ings of your diocesan and national news-
papers, I am extending a special note of 
appreciation. We are here to serve you, and 
with your guidance, we can better under-
stand your needs.

down that path again. But in 
reading some of your comments, 
I know I am not alone in my 
strong views. So I encourage 
more of you to make your views 
known here. It might save my 
bacon and please the many New 
Brunswick Anglicans would like 

to see more commentary and 
letters to the editor.

I hope some of the charts and 
comments on this page are help-
ful to you. If something inspires 
you or annoys you, so much the 
better. (See the paragraph above.)

And since some of you won’t 

read the copy of the Journal that 
cpmes with your New Brunswick 
Anglican, I’ll reprint Krista’s 
report on this page too.

Ana Watts is editor of the 
New Brunswick Anglican and 
Communications Officer for the Diocese 
of Fredericton. 

The Readership Survey Report 
from Kristin Jenkins

Anglican Journal

You can’t please all of the people all of the 
time, and we know that better than anyone. 
But we can refine and replace and renew in 
those areas that you have identified. 

Among other things, you told us that 
your national newspaper needs more in-
ternational news as well as more news from 
other dioceses. Check. 

You said you want more reflections, 
profiles, letters to the editor and thought-
provoking articles about faith and social 
justice. Check.

You said you want to hold the newspaper 
in your hands not read church news online. 
Check.

You said the newspapers help you feel con-
nected, so keep ‘em coming. Double check. 

	  

Preferred content
Readers were asked to indicate the type of content that they would 
like to see more of in The New Brunswick Anglican. 

What readers are thinking
Readers were given a menu of fifteen response options and were asked to indicate those that best 
reflect their views about The New Brunswick Anglican and the Anglican Journal.  

	  

NB Anglican Survey Comments
 •These publications bring us together with news we would not 
otherwise receive.
• Content good but needs greater appreciation for orthodoxy, au-
thority of scripture & tradition. Needs to have that reflected.
• Keep up the work you already do.  Keep the faith and God bless you.
• Enjoy receiving it as I am now housebound most of the time.
• I am interested in the stability and future relevance of the Anglican 
Church.
• NB Anglican is well done! I always enjoy reading what NB is “up to.”
• Like to see photos of other churches doing things together.
• Enjoy the articles very much especially Bishop Claude Miller’s.
• Please keep it coming, it is very important keeping us connected in 
a disconnected world

• Having left NB within the last year I still feel connected by my NB Anglican.
• Really enjoy the Archives corner.
• We need to know more about individual parishes, how they are functioning, etc.  Don’t just hope that   
   someone will submit material.
• I enjoy every word, love to read it because I know I am of those you write about.

Comments continued
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At the request of the Compan-
ion Diocese Committee, Di-
ocesan Council recently  ap-
proved a five-year extension of 
our present relationship with 
the Diocese of Ho in Ghana. In 
requesting the extension Com-
panion Diocese chair Heather 
Miller said the committee feels 
a relationship of understanding, 
commitment  and prayer has 
been established between our 
two Christian communities and 
there are other initiatives to be 
accomplished. “The Corn Mill 
project is not fully complete and 
our diocese wants to continue 
to support Bishop Matthias in 
his efforts for this endeavour,” 
she said. During his visit to the 
diocese and the meeting of our 
synod in October of last year, 
Bishop Matthias requested the 
relationship continue and invit-
ed everyone in the diocese who 
would like to visit his diocese to 
come and visit his people. “He 
continues to meet his many chal-
lenges with faith, dedication and 
much hard work,” said Heather. 

Bishop Matthias and Bishop 
Miller signed the covenant of the 
Companion Diocese relation-
ship between our two dioceses 
at Synod 2007. A delegation 

BY ANA WATTS
Captain Charles Rainsford, a 
man of faith and courage as well 
as an unsung hero of the War of 
1812, was honoured by his par-
ish and his community in the 
idyllic riverside churchyard of 
St. Peter’s Church, Fredericton 
(Silverwood) on July 31. 

Captain Rainsford not only 
completed the harsh winter 
march from Fredericton to 
Kingston, Ontario with the 104 
Regiment of Foot then stationed 
in Fredericton, when they were 
storm stayed by a blizzard, he 
and two other soldiers snow-
shoed 145 km out and back from 
Lake Temiscouata in Quebec in 
just two days and returned with a 
rescue party and supplies for 200 
starving men. The replenished 
regiment was able to forge on to 
Quebec City and their eventual 
destination of Kingston, Ontario 
(then called Upper Canada) where 
they aided in the defence of Can-
ada against United States invaders 
in the spring campaign. They left 
Fredericton on Feb. 16, 1813.

Mr. Randall Haslett, CD, 
CFP of the parish of St. Peters 
brought the story of Captain 
Rainsford to the attention of the 

Historic Fredericton military hero  
and faithful Anglican honoured

parish. To commemorate him on 
the bicentennial of the conflict 
in which he served so valiantly, 
the parish erected two custom 
designed interpretive signs, one 
near the entrance to the church 

and another on the walking trail 
behind the cemetery that follows 
the St. John River. The signs in-
corporate Mr. Haslett’s research 
and history supplied by the St. 
John River Society and direct 

the interested to the plot in the 
cemetery where Capt. Rainsford 
and his wife Deborah are buried. 
They were active members of St. 
Peters and their three children 
were baptized in the church. 

Unveiling on of the Captain Rainsford interpretive signs at St. Peter’s Church yard in Fredericton are, 
left to right, Molly Demma, executive director of the St. John River Society; Brian MacDonald, MLA for 
Fredericton-Silverwood; Randall Haslett, CD, CFP, from the Parish of St. Peter’s; the Rev. Canon Ross Hebb, 
rector of St. Peter’s; and David Kelly, city counsellor.

 The parish officially launched 
the Rainsford interpretive signs 
at a warm event in the sun in 
front of the church on July 31 
as part of this province‚ and 
this city’s, celebrations of the bi-
centennial of the War of 1812. 
It is one of the first such events 
in the province. Mr. Haslett; 
Brian MacDonald the MLA for 
Fredericton-Silverwood;  Fred-
ericton councillor David Kelly 
of ward 12 where the church is 
situated; Molly Demma, execu-
tive director of the St. John River 
Society; Canadian Forces repre-
sentatives; the Rev. Canon Ross 
Hebb, the rector of St. Peter’s 
and members of the Fredericton 
City Guard, all participated in 
the event. At the end of the cer-
emony the Guard, with a piper 
and drummer, marched down 
to Captain Rainsford’s grave and 
offered a feu de joie (a six gun sa-
lute) and played “The Flowers in 
the Forest,” a lament. 

The Fredericton City Guard 
appeared courtesy of Major 
D. Hall, MMM, CD. A recep-
tion with welcomed light re-
freshments, especially the cool 
drinks, followed the ceremony 
in the parish hall. 

ANA WATTS

Adele Finney, executive director of PWRDF, visited the Diocese of Fredericton in early June. She 
spoke in McAdam, Fredericton and Shediac and attended the Sunday service at Christ Church 
Cathedral. With her at the Cathedral were Cody McKay, youth council member of PWRDF; Anne 
Walling, PWRDF diocesan coordinator; Ms. Finney; and Keith Joyce, dean of Fredericton.

Relationship extended

from here including Archbishop 
Miller, his wife Sharon, Heather 
Miller and the Rev. Jasmine 
Chandra visited the Diocese of 
Ho in 2010. Heather and the 
Rev. Canon George Porter also 
led a delegation of young women 
from the Hampton area in 2011. 

The Diocese of Fredericton 
has participated in three com-
panionships, the other two were 
with the Diocese of Eldoret in 
Kenya during the late 1980s and 
early 1990s (it too was extended 
for a second five-year term), 
and the Diocese of Recife, Brazil 
from 1999 until 2005. 

Bishops Claude Miller of 
Fredericton and Matthias 
Medadues-Badohu of Ho signing 
the first five-year covenant.

p w r d f   v i s i t o r

ANA WATTS



THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN  /  7    SEPTEMBER 2012

c o l u m n a r c h i v e s   c o r n e r

On June 20, 1877 Trinity 
Church was destroyed 
in the Great Fire in 

Saint John. By August, the 
committee on church and 
Sunday school buildings and 
grounds invited architects to 
submit designs for its replace-
ment. Entries from at least 
10 architects or firms were 
received and from these, the 
committee selected the only 
two that might be used for ap-
propriate buildings. Both were 
from New York firms, Potter & 
Robertson and M.H. With-
ers. At the September meet-
ing, Trinity’s vestry resolved 
that the school house should 
be two stories and capable of 
holding 500 persons and that 
the cost not exceed $10,000. 
The church was to seat 1,000 
people and its cost was not to 
exceed $50,000. With these 
specifications, the two firms 
submitted competing plans. 
When vestry met in November 
1877, the plans were reviewed 
and those of Potter & Robert-
son selected.  In December the 
losing firm, M.H. Withers, was 
given a $200 cheque and its 
plans were returned; Potter & 
Robertson received a cheque 
for $600. The committee was 
authorized to get working 
plans and specifications and 
advertise for tenders. Only 
then did vestry ask the finance 
committee to arrange a finan-
cial scheme for rebuilding the 
church and Sunday school.  

In March, the finance com-
mittee reported that $66,000 
(which included $28,000 insur-
ance money) was available 
for the project but by May, it 
was obvious that much more 
money would be needed. 
Tenders were “so much in 
excess of the estimated sum” 
that vestry telegraphed Potter 
& Robertson and demanded 
that one of the architects be in 
Saint John by June 5. Archi-
tect Potter (William Appleton 
Potter) arrived and met with 
a committee appointed to end 
vestry’s “engagement” with his 
firm. His counterproposal was 
that the Sunday school house 
be built at a cost of $20,000 
and he would submit new 
plans for the church, which 
would cost $45,000 and be as 
handsome as other Saint John 
churches. Wisely, the Church 
corporation investigated a little 
further and checked plans, 
specifications and building 
accounts of two provincial 
buildings recently constructed. 
Using this information and 
their knowledge of the cost of 

Common sense (cents) prevailed
A little known episode in the building of Trinity Church, Saint John 

labour and materials in the city, 
they concluded that the total 
cost of the buildings in Potter 
& Robertson’s plans would not 
be the desired $60,000 but an 
astounding $193,000. This was 
$25,000 for the Sunday school 
house; $120,000 for the Church; 
$9,000 for the tower without the 
spire; $30,000 for extras to com-
plete the church and $9,000 for 
extras to complete the Sunday 
school.  

Trinity’s building committee 
then re-advertised and in July 
1878, the plans submitted by 
the Montreal architect Wil-
liam T. Thomas (architect of St. 
George’s Anglican in Montreal) 
were accepted.  In October 
1878, the firm of J. & G. Mac-
Donald & Co. was awarded the 
contract to build the church and 
school for $60,000!  

The new church was 
consecrated on Decem-
ber 9, 1880.

Sources: Music of the 
Eye, Architectural Draw-
ings of Canada’s First 
City, 1822-1914 by Gary 
K. Hughes; Trinity Vestry 

Minutes, 1877-1878.  “Design 
for Trinity Church, St. John, 
NB”] by Potter& Robertson, 
Architects and “Design for Trin-
ity Church & Sunday School, St. 
John, NB; View from Charlotte 
Street” by Potter & Robertson, 
Architects. Both published in 
the American Architect and 
Building News, May 3, 1879.  
(in MC223 S5A-14)

  
The Archives Corner is pre-
pared by Twila Buttimer  
(twila.buttimer@gnb.ca or 
506-453-4306) and Frank 
Morehouse(frankm@nbnet.
nb.ca or 506-459-3637).  They 
welcome your comments or 
questions.  The purchase of
published copies of Potter & 
Robertson plans by the Dioc-
esan Archives prompted this 
article.  

It did not look like much, 
squat with its broad, 
gnarled trunk sticking at an 

erratic angle out of the hill-
side. Its branches spread from 
it in a tangled confusion, the 
only redeeming feature was it 
had been there for a very long 
time. No one knew how long, 
but certainly many hundreds 
of years. The olive tree was 
seldom noticed and seemed 
to pretty much take care of 
itself. Over the centuries it had 
put down deep roots and was 
nourished from the land. Each 
year it generously presented its 
fruit to the people and ani-
mals who lived in the village. 
Beneath its branches there was 
shade for the weary traveller 
and many times someone had 
slept below its canopy in the 
warm Mediterranean air.

The tree, along with the 
others in the grove, had been 
good for the village in which 
it grew. They had seen all the 
festivals and celebrations, all 
the hard times and disasters. 
Little children had come to 
play among them, grown up, 
had families of their own and 
finally were laid to rest in the 
earth they shared. During all 
of these events the trees were 
there, especially this tree, the 
oldest tree.

No one really noticed at 
first. Just a few branches lost 
their leaves and they were not 
replaced. Then there was less 
fruit, deformed fruit and the 
olives had little oil, Nothing 
really to worry about, they 
said, the tree was just having 
a few bad years, it will come 
back. But it did not. The olives 
became smaller and smaller, 
the oil became bitter and more 
branches died.

The Olive tree
A story

by David Edwards

Many of the people in the 
village gave up on the tree. It 
was not meeting their needs, 
so why bother with it. In fact 
it was becoming troublesome, 
developing into an ugly blot 
on the landscape. Others were 
desperate to help the tree. 
They blamed the ones who 
had given up for the state of 
things. The tree was part of the 
place, it had to survive. The 
debate raged for years and no 
one seemed to notice the once 
healthy tree becoming sicker 
and sicker.

Suddenly, or at least it 
seemed suddenly, the tree was 
almost gone. What was to be 
done now. Perhaps a cutting 
could be taken and a new tree 
grown. But no, the tree was 
too sick for that. Maybe some 
seeds from the tree could be 
planted. Would they be any 
good? Seeds were taken, new 
trees nurtured, but it is still not 
clear if they will thrive.

David Edwards

Archdeacon David Edwards is 
Parish Development Officer for 
the diocese. 

The Tree
by Hope MacMullin

Here I am
   Beside the water
   Beside the stream

I am nurtured
   I am growing

   As I lean upon the Lord

The wind may blow
   The storms may come---

   I have no need to fear
 My roots are deep

   My roots are strong
My God is sure  
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I’m curious, George…

What do you think of Viktor 
Frankl’s assertion: ‘A human 
being is a deciding being?’

y o u t h

For the past couple of 
summers Liz Harding 
(Camp Medley director) 

and I have led a leadership 
challenge— a week of inten-
tional experiential activities, 
spiritual formation and leader-
ship skills for teens. Last sum-
mer, Simon Harding (Liz’s son 
and a gifted leader/educator 
in Massachusetts) came to be 
part of the team. This past Au-
gust we offered an advanced 
leadership challenge for those 
who had already done the first 
week. As part of the forma-
tion piece this year we used 
some meditations from This I 
Believe and This I Believe II.* I 
thought I would share my This 
I Believe essay with you, since 
it relates directly to Frankl’s 
assertion.

I Believe 
in Creative Freedom

Saying what I believe seems 
always to begin with saying 
what I don’t believe. I don’t 
believe that we are puppets 
or automatons in the world. 
I don’t believe that our lives are 
completely mapped out for us 
ahead of time, nor do I believe 
(with apologies to Shakespeare) 
that we are merely actors on the 
stage of life living out some pre-
determined script.

I recognize that there are 
many things about us and 
about our lives over which we 
have no control. Some of these 
things are circumstantial: e.g. 
I was born at home on a farm 
in Wisconsin; I did not choose 
the family into which I was 
born, nor did I have a say in my 
parents’ parenting style. Some 
things about me are genetic: e.g. 
I inherited hazel eyes, my hair 
colour, the fact that I cannot 
roll my tongue and the mixed 
European-Indigenous blood of 
my ancestors. Other things result-
ed from choices made by other 
people: e.g. where my parents 
lived determined what schools I 
attended; others chose to sexually 
assault me when I was a young 
child. Over these and many other 
things I had no control. 

Nevertheless I have come to 
know creative freedom in my 

life. While others undoubtedly 
influence me, fundamentally 
no one can determine how I 
choose to respond to any of the 
things beyond my control. Vik-
tor Frankl, holocaust survivor 
and creator of logotherapy, said: 
“Everything can be taken from a 
man or a woman but one thing: 
the last of human freedoms to 
choose one’s attitude in any given 
set of circumstances, to choose 
one’s own way.” For those chosen 
responses I am responsible. 

In those choices I also 
experience significant freedom. 
As Frankl also said: “Between 
stimulus and response there 
is a space. In that space is our 
power to choose our response. 
In our response lies our growth 
and our freedom.”  I believe 
that my choices, whether good 
or bad, matter. They lead to 
consequences. They impact both 
my life and the lives of those, 
whether near or far, with whom 
I share life in this universe. 

I believe that God deliber-
ately made human beings in the 
divine image to be partners in 
the creative process of shaping 
our lives, forming our societies 
and caring for our world. I be-
lieve that this creative freedom 
enables the kind of authentic 
relationships essential to my 
basic calling to be a lover of God 
and of my neighbour – to be a 
dancer in the unending sacred 
dance of the Trinity.  

*These two books (2006 and 
2008, respectively), edited by 
Jay Allison and Dan Gediman, 
grew from a creative resuscita-
tion of a 1950s NPR broadcast 
under the same title hosted by 
Edward R Murrow. Currently, 
This I Believe continues on the 
internet.

10th Annual Diocesan Youth Conference 
Let Peace Reign 

November 2 - 4, 2012 
Scotian Glen, Sutherland’s River, Thorburn, NS 
       New this year, online registration  

              and payment options! 
             Register from Sep. 1 to Oct. 12 
Grade 7-12 youth registration:  $85  
Adult registration: $85 
Adult rate discounted to $40 for those 
bringing youth or on leadership team. This is a  

Care 2 Screen  
accredited event On Facebook “DYC 2012 – Diocese of NS and PEI Youth Ministry” 

the Rev. Dr. George Porter is 
Canon for Youth and director of 
youth action for the diocese.

Find youth 
news and 
events                       
on-line at 
nbay.ca

CrossTalk’ ~ Your Voice Counts! 
An Intergenerational Opportunity Especially for you! 

This is your chance to be heard. 
What do young Anglicans want, what do young people need in New Brunswick? 

Sept. 28 & 29 at Camp Medley. 
 

Tentative Schedule 

Friday:	  6:30-‐7:30	  p.m.	  registration,	  7:30	  –	  11	  p.m.	  	  Get	  on	  board	  together	  

Saturday:	  8:30	  a.m.	  breakfast	  &	  morning	  devotion,	  9:30	  a.m.	  Voices	  from	  the	  past	  and	  present,	  break,	  
Hearing	  Every	  Voice:	  Introduction	  to	  Discernment	  	  !2:15	  p.m.	  lunch,	  1	  p.m.	  Voices	  of	  the	  Future	  ,	  4	  p.m.	  	  

Head	  home	  

Registration	  Form	  

Name: ___________ Age:__     Address: ______________  City: ________  Postal Code 

Primary contact phone # ______________________ Mobile/Alternate #:_____________   

Medical Number _________  Other insurance (if any): ______________________ 

Home Parish/Church (if any): _____________________ 

Allergies or other health concerns/limitations: __________________ 

Registration fees:  

$20(adult)& $15 (student) 

Please reply to:  

Debora	  Kantor	  	  [deb.a.kantor@gmail.com]	  	  

or	  mail	  to:	  Youth	  Team	  c/o	  The	  Diocese	  of	  Fredericton/115	  Church	  Street/Fredericton,	  NB	  
E3B	  4C8	  

 

Payment: by cheque payable to:  Diocese of Fredericton 

	  


