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We are continuing our series in the Gospel of John, Livin’ the Life, picking up in John 6:1-15.  My 
desire for this series is that we behold the glory of Jesus and the superiority of the life he promises!  
Today we look at the feeding of the five thousand in John 6:1-15.  The first fifteen verses describe the 
miracle and in the rest of the chapter Jesus explains the meaning of the miracle.   

Large crowds are following Jesus because of his miracles.1  John calls these miracles signs 
because they point to Jesus’ glory as the one of a kind Son of God.  John writes, “we have beheld his 
glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father (1:14).”  Many, maybe most, are excited about the signs 
but fail to see Jesus’s glory.  Everybody gets excited about miracles.  But that does not mean they 
see Jesus’ glory.  What we all need more than a miracle worker is a Savior.  The writer of Hebrews 
warns us about this from the history of Israel.  God miraculously delivered Israel from slavery to the 
Egyptians and then miraculously provided for them in the wilderness yet they still refused to trust God 
(Heb 3:15-19).  The greatest miracle each of us need is Jesus changing our sinful hearts. 

Then Jesus heads up the mountain and sits down to teach his disciples.  Disciples have three 
characteristics.  First, a disciple follows Jesus.  That is, you have repented or turned from your sin 
and turned to Christ in faith for salvation.  Faith in Christ delivers you from the penalty of sin and the 
power of sin.  Second, a disciple is spiritually formed by Jesus so that you become like Jesus, loving 
God and loving others.  Third, a disciple is faithful to the mission of Christ.  That is, disciples point 
others to Jesus and disciple or help them also follow Jesus.  John mentions the Passover feast was 
happening soon.  The Passover celebrates God’s delivering Israel from Egypt in the Exodus, where 
God judged his enemies and saved his people.  But it also looked forward to the hope of a new 
deliverer.  John mentions it because he wants us to see that Jesus is that New Deliverer in a New 
Exodus.2  Jesus will take God’s judgment upon himself as the sacrificial lamb to bring salvation and 
freedom to his New Covenant people (1:29; 4:42).   

Jesus lifts up his eyes and sees the crowd coming toward him so he turns to Phillip and asks, 
“where are we going to buy bread to feed all these people?”  Phillip answers that “eight months 
wages are not enough to buy food for everybody to get a sample.”  Another disciple, Andrew, notices 
a boy with five loaves of barley and two small fish but he does not think that this boy lunch will get 
them anywhere either.  I find their answers unbelievable and comforting at the same time.  The 
disciples have been with Jesus two years and have seen incredible miracles.  They saw Jesus turn 
water into wine, heal the sick, cast demons out of people, and even raise the dead yet they do not 
have faith to consider the possibility of a miracle here.  They fail this test and Jesus is still going to 
graciously teach them a lesson.  Jesus tells his disciples to have the crowd to sit down.  Five 
thousand represents the number of men present (Mat 14:21) but it is estimated that there were 
between ten and twenty thousand people here.  That is the population of Homer in the tourist season.  
Jesus took the bread and gave thanks to God and then distributed it, along with the fish, to every 
person present.  When everybody had their fill, the disciples gathered up the left overs and filled 
twelve baskets.  Everybody ate as much as they wanted and there were still enough leftovers for 
each of the disciples!  What is the lesson?  Jesus always provides us with the resources we need to 
reach out and minister to others.  Have you ever seen a need and thought about helping out but 
decided against it because you did not think you had enough to help?  Maybe that is your situation 
right now.  You may not think you have enough money or spiritual resources or emotional energy or 
_________ (fill in the blank).  If you are trusting Jesus, there will always be enough.  How do you 
minister to others when you have so little resources, when you feel so empty, when you feel so ill 

                                                 
1
 The Greek tense of the verb, “was doing,” is in the imperfect tense pointing to a past action that was ongoing activity  

2
 The gospel of John is not laid out chronologically but theologically. 



equipped?  Look to Jesus!  What are you looking to today to deal with the seemingly impossible 
situations in your ministry or life?  You would think this miracle would be a smashing success but it 
does not end well.   

The crowd is convinced that Jesus is the Prophet who is to come.  God promised Israel a prophet 
like Moses.  “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 
brothers—it is to him you shall listen—just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day 
of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this 
great fire any more, lest I die.’ And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. I 
will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his 
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him ( Deut 18:15-19).”  Jesus is that prophet 
like Moses but much more.  Jesus is always much more than we think.  How big is your Jesus?  
Jesus knows that they want to take him by force and make him a king, so he disappears.  Jesus is 
not excited that they want to make him a king.  Why does the King not want them to make him a 
king?  They want to use his miraculous powers to overthrow Rome and return Israel to its former 
glory.  Jesus can Israel great again!  But Jesus will have none of it.  Our greatest need is not great 
political rulers, a thriving economy, morality because those are not our greatest problems.  The 
greatest problem humanity faces is the sinfulness of the human heart.  King Jesus will display his 
power and glory by dying on a cross as the all sufficient provision for sin.  Jesus overcomes human 
sin by his death.  The Jesus they were excited about was not the true Jesus.  There are lots of false 
Jesus’ out there today that people are excited about.  There is the social justice Jesus and the 
Republican Jesus or the Democratic Jesus.  The religious teacher Jesus who offers good advice but 
never demands anything of us.  And the prosperity Jesus who promises riches and health and to 
meet your every want.  And there is the therapeutic Jesus who cares about your pain and hurt but 
never confronts your sin.  The crowd saw a useful Jesus and king who could remove their pain and 
suffering but what they needed was a king who could make provision for their sin.  Jesus did not 
come to be useful but be the provision for sin.  More than giving you and me bread, Jesus wants to 
be bread for us as the provision for our sin and satisfy our hearts.  Why are you following Jesus?  Are 
you looking for a useful Jesus or a provision for your sin? 

Does God care about your daily concerns, yes.  Does God care about your body, yes.  Does God 
care about your health, yes.  But God cares ten gazillion times more about the condition of your heart.  
Jesus said no to their making him a king because he came to be the provision for their sin!  More than 
anything else, Jesus wants to overcome your sin.  Jesus did not come primarily to give you bread, he 
came to be your bread.  
 
Questions for Life Groups: 
 

1. What is God saying to you this week from his word? 
2. Why are the crowds following Jesus (v. 2)? 
3. What is the difference between being excited about miracles and being excited about Jesus? 
4. Is there a difference between sign faith and saving faith? What? 
5. Why did Jesus ask Phillip where to buy bread to feed the crowd (v. 5)?  
6. What is a test and why does God test us?  Describe a time God tested your faith?  
7. What is the point of the miracle for the disciples? 
8. Describe a time when you had to trust God for the resources to do what he asked of you. 
9. Why did Jesus leave when the crowd wanted to make him king? 
10. What is the difference between Jesus being useful and being our provision? 
11. Why did David say that Jesus did not come primarily to give us bread but be bread? 

 



 


