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Little boy, big plans
By Gisele McKniGht

colin ranson is two years old, 
and for every day he’s had on 
earth, he’s been sick. 

For months doctors told his 
worried parents he was fine, but 
eventually colin, the second 
son of kim and the rev. Paul 
ranson, Anglican chaplain at 
rothesay-Netherwood school, 
was diagnosed with a rare 
condition called Pallister-hall 
syndrome. 

“This is a rare genetic defect,” 
said kim.

colin has an extra pinky fin-
ger and two enlarged toes and he 

Let’s give Colin a bright future

has a tumour-like growth on his 
hypothalamus (hh-hypotha-
lamic hamartoma) that causes 
gelastic seizures — anywhere 
from a dozen to a hundred 
giggling seizures every day plus 
behavioural outbursts he cannot 
control.

“we’re learning just how dev-
astating these seizures are. The 
manic laughing, or crying — it’s 
a burst of energy that has to 
get out. when it passes he’s just 
wiped out. it’s like a nitro shot to 
the brain,” said Paul. 

The search for answers
colin is a rare little boy, one of 

only 470 in the world with these 

two conditions. Through their re-
search kim and Paul discovered 
laser ablation surgery at Texas 
children’s hospital in houston. it 
would destroy the tumour using 
only a tiny hole in his head, thus 
ending the seizures. 

The price of success
That hospital’s excellent re-

sults come at a price, however. 
“with the cost of pre-op test-

ing, the operation itself, post-op 
testing, travel, accommoda-
tions, lost wages, and the foreign 
exchange rate, we have esti-
mated the cost will fall close to 
$200,000 canadian,” said kim.

Their canadian doctor has 

agreed to apply for medicare 
coverage, but the results of that 
request are unknown. 

“it’s unlikely they’ll cover the 
whole thing,” said Paul. “i’d be 
thrilled if they covered the cost 
of what if would be in canada.”

And so the efforts to fund-
raise began, but those efforts 
have been intensified lately due 
to a very important date: surgery 
booked for march 4. 

There is already $19,000 
raised, much of it through family 
efforts, particularly Paul’s aunts 
in kent county and moncton 

‘Colin’ continued on page 2
Colin Ranson, aged 2

134th Synod brings challenges, blessings
By Gisele McKniGht

The one-day, 134th Diocesan 
synod was packed full of infor-
mation, discussion, challenge 
and blessing as 291 people gath-
ered at christ church (Parish) 
church on Nov. 7.

credentials committee 
member Ashley sobey declared 
a quorum, announcing that 75 
clergy, 198 laity, plus 18 observ-
ers and guests were present for 
a busy day that centred on the 
bishop’s charge.

in the charge, Bishop David 
edwards challenged delegates to 
get back to basics: a life centred 
on Jesus, scripture and prayer, 
in order to effectively spread the 
good News. 

he also challenged people 
to get along better with each 
other, citing ephesians 4:2 - “ Be 
completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one 
another in love.”

“That comes through a will-
ingness to set our own agendas 
aside and to seek the will of god 
together,” said the bishop.

Bishop David Edwards delivers his charge to the 134th Diocesan Synod Nov. 7 at Christ Church 
(Parish) Church. It was a full house of 291 delegates and guests. To read highlights of the charge, see 
page 4.

A special offering was taken 
up for 2-year-old colin ranson, 
son of kim and the rev. Paul 
ranson, who requires expensive 
brain surgery in Texas. A gener-
ous crowd donated $6,519.85. 
given the total, it was no sur-

prise that the offering plates had 
to be emptied half way through.

ecumenical guests included 
the rev. lidvald haugen-strand 
of the evangelical lutheran 
church in canada; the rev. 
Jane Johnson, past president 

of the maritime conference of 
the united church of canada; 
and the rev. Debora Burleson 
from the Anglican Diocese of 
Nova scotia and Prince edward 
island. Also attending was the 
rev. Dr. Jody clarke, academic 

dean of the Atlantic school of 
Theology.  

elections were held to choose 
delegates for Provincial and 
general synod. For Provincial 
synod, clergy representatives 
will be Albert snelgrove and 
David Turner, with alternates 
edward Quann and Bob leB-
lanc. laity delegates will be 
shara golden and rick haddad, 
with alternates Anne walling 
and Jim mckenna. The youth 
delegate will be rachel Barrett, 
with alternate Dylan Nicoll.

For general synod, the clergy 
delegates will be chris Van-
Buskirk, maryAnne langmaid 
and rob marsh. Alternates will 
be greg mcmullin, leo martin 
and David Turner. martin and 
Turner tied for second place. 

Diocesan chancellor Da-
vid Bell informed synod that 
Diocesan council will resolve 
the tie at its first meeting after 
synod, which was scheduled for 
Nov. 19.

‘Synod’ continued on page 2
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“in the breakout sessions 
we were pressed for time, but i 
think they were good. The sub-
jects were thought-provoking, 
uplifting.”

As rick and christian noted, 
after the bishop’s charge, del-
egates met as archdeaconries to 
discuss what from the charge 
could become their main prior-
ity and the steps needed to 
bring this to fruition. later they 
reported the results.

kingston and the kennebeca-
sis: ‘start with prayer… inter-
twine Jesus in all we do while 
engaging in the community.’

chatham: ‘going back to the 
basics. what you said, Bishop, 
we see that as a real need in our 
parishes.’

saint John: ‘it’s not about 
getting more bums in pews. it’s 
about who we are in christ and 
sharing that.’

moncton: ‘we must live our 
Five marks of mission together... 
reach out to each other and 
share best practices.’

Fredericton: ‘we recognize 
we don’t have all the answers 
now. let’s share resources to 
learn. individual churches may 
not have the resources for youth 
ministry, but collectively maybe 
we could.’
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who have been instrumental in 
getting the fundraising going. 

As great as that is, it’s not 
even 10 per cent of what colin 
and his parents need to give him 
a chance at a normal life free of 
seizures. The longer the seizures 
continue, the greater the risk of 
irreversible brain damage.

anglican fundraising
Various parishes in the diocese 

have planned fundraisers for co-
lin, but of course, more is needed. 

“They have to have the money 
in hand before they can confirm 
the surgery, so we’re hoping to 
wrap this up by Feb. 1,” said 
friend and fundraising co-ordi-
nator rev. Jasmine chandra. 

help from friends
Bishop David edwards and 

Paul go back many years — to 
David’s arrival in the province. 

“Paul was the first person 
i met in New Brunswick 17 
years ago,” said the bishop. “he 
pumped my gas.”

his involvement in the family 
has been extensive over the years, 
and his concern for them is great.

“This seems the safest method 
of treating this complicated condi-
tion which exists beyond just a 
brain tumour,” said David. “if we 
can help by donating, it would be 
great. This is part of our caring for 
everyone as a diocesan family.”

how you can help
There are a couple of ways to 

help colin get to Texas for his 
march surgery. First and most 
important, you can pray. it’s 
simple, free and highly effec-
tive. colin needs healing, and 
his parents need god’s peace. As 
well, you can pray for his doc-

tors and caregivers, and for the 
fundraising efforts.

Your church, parish or work-
place can plan a fundraiser. Or 
you can donate directly, by visiting 
the website his parents have cre-
ated — http://www.caringforcolin.
ca/ — or by visiting the diocesan 
website and donating through it.

The diocese has agreed to 
act as the funnel through which 
donations can flow.

“The diocese will hold onto 
the money at no cost so every 
dollar going to colin goes to 
colin,” said Paul, adding that or-
ganizations such as goFundme 
keep up to eight per cent of the 
donations, plus take a fee of 30 
cents per donation. 

it is important to note that 
tax receipts cannot be issued 
for contributions. colin’s cause, 
unfortunately, is not an officially 
recognized charitable program 
of the Diocese of Fredericton 
under canada revenue Agency 
guidelines.

To donate, you can call the 

diocese (459-1801) or use the 
diocesan website (anglican.nb.ca 
and click donate).

For further information on 
fundraising, contact Jasmine at 
this address: jasminechandra@
gmail.com .

if you’d like to know more 
about colin’s condition, watch 
an ABc News report on the la-
ser surgery that will blast colin’s 
tumour. search “youtube ABc 
news giggle seizures.”

Real laughter
To the untrained eye, colin’s 

fits of giggles may seem cute, 
but that nervous laughter many 
times a day is a cruel manifesta-
tion of his condition.

The seizure laughter can 
become so unnerving to some 
children with the condition that 
they stop laughing for real alto-
gether, said Paul.

colin, though, at two, does 
genuinely laugh. 

“his real laugh is incredible,” 
said Paul. “i remember hearing 
his real laugh for the first time.”

The Ranson family: Kim, Isaac, 3, Colin, 2, and the Rev. Paul 
Ranson

subMitted photos

Colin’s brain surgery set for March 4
‘Colin’ continued from page 1

laity representatives will be 
shara golden, Don Adams and 
rick haddad. Alternates will be 
siobhan laskey, gil carter and 
Nancy stevens. The youth repre-
sentative will be rachel Barrett 
with Dylan Nicoll as alternate.

The new diocesan council 
members, elected during the 
greater chapter meetings, were 
approved by synod. For st. 
Andrews: the rev. canon keith 
Osborne and susan Jack; wood-
stock: the rev. Bob leBlanc and 
kathy Asch; chatham: the rev. 
edward Quann and siobhan 
laskey; moncton: the rev. chris 
hayes and Neville sloane; Fred-
ericton: the rev. canon Bonnie 
leBlanc and Frank morehouse; 

kingston and the kennebecasis: 
the rev. Allen Tapley and Nor-
man mcleod; and saint John: 
the rev. canon David Barrett 
and coralie losier.

One motion that took several 
amendments and votes con-
cerned candidates for bishop. 
george O’Donnell told the del-
egates that when he attended the 
133rd electoral synod last year, 
he felt he needed more informa-
tion about the candidates, so he 
moved that Diocesan council 
allow each one five to 10 min-
utes to introduce themselves. 

This prompted a couple of 
amendments, one that split the 
vote 154 to 77 not in favour, and 
a second, more simple amend-
ment: “That Diocesan council 
give consideration to change the 

Bishop challenges delegates not to be afraid to take risks
‘Synod’ continued from page 1 procedure for the election of a 

bishop.”
That amendment passed with 

three nay votes.
The rev. Deacon christian 

Persaud, Parishes of gagetown 
and cambridge and waterbor-
ough, found his first synod a bit 
of a surprise.

“i enjoyed how worshipful it 
was. There was a lot of emotion 
in voting. i was pleased to see 
that,” he said, adding he appreci-
ated the time to talk about the 
practical aspects of the bishop’s 
charge.

rick haddad liked the one-
day synod approach, saying it 
was ample time to get things 
done. That was due to a lot of 
preparation behind the scenes, 
he said.

woodstock: ‘we must make 
our love visible in the communi-
ty and reach beyond our parish. 
we must seek to see the needs in 
our parishes, and strive towards 
combined activities, and be at 
peace with each other — church, 
parish, archdeaconry.’

st. Andrews: ‘we must get out 
and make ourselves visible and 
available to the community. we 
cannot leave here today and for-
get. At the next clericus meeting, 
this will be on the agenda.’

Bishop David responded to 
the reports.

“i was asked what would keep 
people from acting on my charge 
and i said fear. we’re afraid that 
we’ll fall apart and don’t know 
what to do about it.

“Faith is spelled r-i-s-k. i 
will support risk. i want you 
to hear that. we have to risk 
because some of what we’ve 
been doing clearly doesn’t hit the 
mark.

“god in heaven chose risk — 
by being born. he risked for 33 
years in order to show us the way 
to walk. we will need to risk.

“when the angels show up 
in the Bible, they usually have a 
mantra: Fear Not!” 

The 134th Diocesan synod 
adjourned at about 4:15 p.m.
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Dec. 5   
Deconsecration 

of Holy Trinity, St. 
Martins and All 
Saints, Simonds;                    

Celebration of New 
Ministry - Westside 
Anglican Mission

Dec. 6   
Parish of Chatham *

Dec. 8   
Bishop’s Counsel

Dec. 13   
Wicklow, Wilmot, 
Peel and Aberdeen 
(installation of 
Robert LeBlanc  

as Rector)

Dec.19  
Trinity  

(Saint John) 
Community 

Christmas service

Dec. 20  
Parish of  

Campobello

Dec. 24-25   
Christ Church 

Cathedral

Jan. 1   
Christ Church 

Cathedral 
 

* Denotes Confirmation

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is Diocesan  
Bishop of Fredericton.

God can use us for ‘the good’

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s word • 
 ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

it is remarkable to think that 
christmas is almost here 
again. it seems like only 

yesterday i was heading out to 
max’s tree stand on loch lo-
mond road to get last year’s tree 
and it will soon be time to do so 
again. 

in many ways it is a time of 
year for catching up. we send 
and receive cards to and from 
people with whom we only have 
contact once a year. Then there 
is the opportunity to sit down 
with family and friends with 
time to relax and talk. For me 
the opportunity not to travel so 
much will be a great bonus. 

it is a timely opportunity for 
us all to count our blessings.

Yet, as well as the joys for 
which we should be thankful, for 
some of us there is also sadness. 
The memories of christmases 
past can be full of happiness 
and life, but also poignant and 
maybe laced with regret. 

This contrast of light and dark 
is the essence of life for most of 
us. it is rather like a spectrum — 
some of us will have had more 
light than darkness and vice 
versa. it’s the intensity of these 
shades which can be thrown into 
sharp focus at this time in our 
calendar.

For many of us it is easy to 
see the presence of god in the 
blessings, not so in the more 
difficult parts of life. in romans 

8: 28 st. Paul reminds us that “in 
all things god works together 
for the good, for those who love 
him and are called according to 
his purpose.”

what might this mean? 
what it does not mean is that 

all things that happen to us will 
lead to celebration and pleasure. 
rather, it suggests that despite 
what happens in our life, god 
can use it for “the good.” 

we have to notice that the 
phrase used is “the good” not 
“your good.” in other words 
there could be something that 
happens to us, which because 
of the way we deal with it might 
help others individually or as a 
community.

A terrible event happening 
to someone or in a region of the 
world might give us the oppor-
tunity to be generous with time 
or money or possessions. such 
a thing then gives us an insight 
into the character of god. 

That is god — whose gener-
ous, gracious nature loved us 
so much that he chose to come 
to our world at christmas; god 
— who chooses to be light in 
the darkness and offers us life 
instead of death.

This year as we reflect on our 
joys and sorrows, let’s take the 
time to consider two things. 
what is “the good” we have re-
ceived this year, and what “good” 
can we do by being generous to 
others?

The stark reality of Jesus’ birth
By WilliaM PoRtMan

A few years ago, an english 
bishop suggested adding 
a bucket of fresh manure 

to the traditional christmas dec-
orations in churches, to remind 
people what the first christmas 
was really like. 

Predictably, there were cries 
of protest that this would ruin 
the “beauty” of the season.

The “beauty,” of course, shows 
in stained glass and christmas 
cards and sunday school pag-
eants: radiant mother dressed all 
in blue, gazing adoringly at her 
baby boy sleeping angelically in 
a box of straw…solid, upright 
husband standing guard over his 
new family, the friendly animals 
looking on in wonder.

A pretty picture, sentimen-
tally enhanced by the great star 
overhead, shepherds and wise 
men — just like those manger 
scenes we set up in church. 
Beautiful, yes, but look again.

There’s not much beauty being 
a young mother, near her time, 
riding a balky donkey, then de-
livering in a smelly cave because 
nobody had room for a pregnant 
girl whose first-born had a cattle 

feeding trough for his first cradle.
Neither is there much lovely 

in a 21st-century iraqi refugee 
mother, living with 20 others 
in a refugee tent, who delivered 
her baby with no medical help, 
wrapping the child in a shirt 
literally off someone’s back; nor 
a Palestinian family in gaza dis-
placed from their ancestral land 
by an expansionist state.

There’s nothing romantic in 
matthew’s account of the massa-
cre of the children of Bethlehem, 
nothing much sentimental in 
the gospel’s portrayal of the holy 
Family becoming refugees in 
egypt to escape a murderous king 
herod, or the lot of coptic chris-
tians in today’s egypt who must 
pay protection money to islamic 
overlords if they want to live.

None of this would seem out 
of place in today’s middle east 
with its seemingly endless cycle 
of hatred and suspicion, violence 
and revenge — an especially 
dangerous situation for christian 
communities in the middle east 
and parts of Asia as they become 
more and more the target of fun-
damentalist islamic violence. 

The christmas story becomes 
very contemporary when we 

think of the millions of people 
uprooted by war, the homeless 
or poor in our own country, 
the many who through flood or 
famine will die of starvation —
some on christmas day itself.

The incarnation, the earthly 
life of Jesus, took place in the 
heart of those realities. 

The son of god entered this 
world not in glory and comfort 
as a guest of the upper classes, 
but as the child of a peasant 
couple, born in a barn behind a 
fourth-rate hotel, in a third-rate 
town, in a second-rate country 
that was a backwater of the ro-
man empire.

christmas is god coming to 
live among us as an ordinary 
person with no special privi-
leges. were this not so, it would 
not be real, and we would not 
be celebrating it as the source of 
our hope all these centuries later.

christmas points us beyond 
the baby to the man Jesus. 
his self-emptying of glory to 
become incarnate, to become 
human, was only the beginning: 
it carries through good Friday 
and easter, the cross and resur-
rection, showing the same love 
for humankind. 

it promised victory of light 
over darkness, of good over evil, 
and the vision of what the world 
could be like.

we need to be alert to receive 
the life-giving, liberating good 
news of christmas: that the 
love of god — god’s own son 
— came into the world “for us 
[everyone] and for our salvation 
in body, mind, and spirit.”

maybe the idea of manure in 
church isn’t such a bad idea — 
the aroma might remind people 
that Jesus gave his life to clearing 
up the mess men and women 
had made, and are still making.

it is ironic that the lands 
where originated the world’s 
best-ever plan for peace on 
earth, goodwill among people, is 
today the scene of so much suf-
fering and hatred.

it reminds us that there are 
two sides to christmas — the 
stark reality and the hope it 
brings: that the crib and the 
cross were both made of wood.

 
The late Rev. William Portman 
was a retired priest of the 
Qu’Appelle diocese and a 
former book review editor for 
the Anglican Journal.

“Faith is 
spelled  

R-I-S-K. I will 
support risk. 
I want you to 
hear that. We 
have to risk, 
because some 
of what we’ve 

been doing 
clearly doesn’t 
hit the mark.” 

Bishop David

quote 
from  

the 134th  
Diocesan  

Synod:
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1 3 4 th   d i o c e s a n   s y n o d  

Highlights 
of the 
Bishop’s 
Charge
As you all know this is my 

first charge to synod. 
having been bishop for 

a little over a year, i have had 
the opportunity to consider our 
diocese and to see some ways of 
moving in new directions. 

we are all parts of the Body 
of christ and we are to be united 
by the holy spirit. Being united 
does not mean that we will only 
be part of something if we get 
our own way. rather, it means 
we have to recognize that the 
whole picture is bigger than us 
and we are to seek to discern our 
place in god’s plan.

As far as i read in scripture 
and our tradition, the church 
has two functions: to worship, 
and to proclaim the good News 
of Jesus. each is dependent upon 
the other and the main purpose 
of this synod is to focus upon 
how we ensure that we continue 
to do these things.

People often ask me this: 
when it comes to being the 
church, where do we begin? The 
answer to this question is very 
simple - we begin with Jesus.  
     Firstly at the personal level, 
have we decided to follow Jesus? 
if Jesus is not our focus, both 
corporately and individually, 
then we are beginning in the 
wrong place.

in order to be the church 
we are called to be, i suggest 
we need to run everything we 
do through the Five marks of 
mission. As a diocese we should 
put certain things in place in 
our own lives and as parishes 
in order to see us move in the 
direction of these marks.

Prayer 
The first and most important is 
prayer. As many of you know, 
the spiritual Development Team 
has produced a Family Prayer 
card for our use. might i suggest 
that we each commit to using 
these each day?  

During the five days of the 
working week your synod Office 
staff join together in the board 

room at 8.45 for morning Prayer 
and as part of that we systemati-
cally pray for our diocese.

Bear with one another 
in ephesians 4 the recipients of 
the letter are told to “bear with 
one another.” i have said many 
times and in many places the 
greek here is very clear: “put up 
with one another.” 

i have to be frank — during 
my first year i have spent far too 
much time fighting fires across 
the diocese; having to involve 
myself in situations where people, 
it seems, cannot bear each other, 
never mind bear with each other. 
such actions are not generous 
nor edifying, and neither do they 
bring glory to god.

we have to learn to be at 
peace with each other and that 
comes through a willingness to 
set aside our own agenda and 
seek the will of god together.

learn the Bible 
in addition, we all need to be 
better acquainted with the Bible. 
it is by reading the scriptures 
that we get to know god more 
fully, and when we combine 
that with prayer, we are able to 
become more aligned with god.

Being and doing 
Of course, our whole lives are to 
be acts of worship, but there are 
times when we gather together 
to glorify god. Often these take 
place on a sunday morning, but 
it can be otherwise.

train our leaders 
During the next few months we 
will be rolling out a new program 
for the training of lay readers. in 
addition, i have been in conver-
sation with both wycliffe college 
and Atlantic school of Theology 
about our need for exploring dif-
ferent ways of training people for 
ordained ministry.

Build up our youth 
Another of our priorities over 
the years has been a commit-

ment to youth. we have done 
many things. The redevelopment 
of camp medley, improvements 
at Brookwood, st. michael’s 
conference, Teens encounter 
christ and choir school have 
all seen great commitment from 
members of this diocese. 

in addition, there are the 
unsung people who, week in, 
week out, run sunday school 
classes, youth groups, uniformed 
organizations, or in the summer, 
vacation bible school programs. 

All of this and more is vital to 
the life of our church. Now is the 
time to discern ways to build out 
from our base and to be even 
more creative in this ministry.

engage our communities 
To a great degree what i have 
said thus far has been to do with 

us. The truth is that god did not 
send Jesus into the world so that 
his followers could become self-
centred. in fact, it is to free us 
from this that Jesus came.

A huge question for us is how 
do we engage the communities 
in which we are set in order to 
bring the good News? 
     This is a relatively simple task 
initially. we go to key people 
and organizations in our com-
munity: the schools, the police, 
the municipality, not-for-profit 
groups, etc., and ask the ques-
tion “how can we help”?  

it is my experience that they 
will tell us. Then we have to 
decide what we can do and how 
we are going to do it. 
    we also have to look beyond 
ourselves as part of a worldwide 
community, for example, to my 

A moment of silence marks the passing of several clergy since the last synod. From left, Dean Geoffrey Hall, 
Jim Knight, Bishop David Edwards, the Ven. Cathy Laskey, Chancellor David Bell and the Rev. Canon Leo 
Martin. Below, delegates enjoy a soup and sandwich lunch in the gym of Christ Church (Parish) Church. 

McKnight photos

friend matthew, Bishop of won-
duruba in south sudan and his 
14,000 members who have been 
displaced by civil war.

Go forward with God 
Finally, i want to say that i believe 
god is on the move in our dio-
cese. he has not given up on us, 
he is providing for us. we have 
seen new clergy come to join us. 

The generous gift of $5.5 mil-
lion from miss Dorothy wilkes 
for ministry development is 
a huge shot in the arm. All of 
these are pointers to a new way.

we go forward in the strength 
of christ and the power of the 
holy spirit to learn of god’s 
ways and share the good News 
with others.

Read the Bishop’s Charge in 
its entirety at anglican.nb.ca
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Stewardship Day was a blessing
By Gisele McKniGht

A celebration of blessings — 
personal, parish and diocesan 
— was the theme at the annual 
stewardship day conference. 

it was held Oct. 17 at st. 
John the evangelist church on 
Fredericton’s north side. About 
70 people attended. guitarist, 
singer and priest Bob leBlanc 
led the music worship.

The day featured a series of 
speakers sharing the stories of 
blessings in their parishes and 
congregations, most based on 
activities and programs. Arch-
deaconry representatives came 
up with strategies for stewardship 
in action in their own regions.

Participants were invited to 
write their personal blessings 
on sticky notes and put them 
on a “tree of blessings” which 
made for inspirational reading 
throughout the day.

Diocesan treasurer irene 
Adams spoke on the opportuni-
ties for innovative funding and 
gave examples — intergenera-
tional camping, youth leadership 
events, taking ministry to the 
streets and A Foundation For 
life grants.

The rev. Jasmine chandra gave 
an overview of the central saint 
John community ministry, which 
she and her husband, the rev. 
Terence chandra, facilitate. They 
left traditional parish ministry 
to work in the streets of uptown 
saint John 15 months ago.

“it’s an honour that our 
ministry would be considered 
something to celebrate,” she told 
the crowd.

The night before their new 
ministry began, she looked at 
her husband and said, “what are 
you going to do tomorrow?”

what they did was visit non-
profits and leaders in the city to 
find out what the city had and 
needed. From there they found 
lots to keep them busy: an inter-
denominational youth group, a 
relationship with safe harbour 
teen shelter and an english lan-
guage café for new immigrants 
to practice their language skills, 
among other things.

Pam and gary mackay spoke 
about st. Peter’s in wickham, 
featured earlier this year in the 
NB Anglican. They described 
how their tiny church of about a 
half-dozen functions without a 
rector, and how their donations 
have blessed needy families, the 
fire department and others.

“we don’t owe any money,” 
said gary. “we are fortunate 
enough to be able to donate to 
our community.”

That’s an amazing feat con-
sidering they gave up collecting 
an offering during their regular 
services.

“The support we get from 
people like yourselves is won-
derful,” he said. “we are very 
thankful. Praise be to god.”

The rev. canon Albert snel-
grove of st. Paul’s in rothesay 
spoke of the evolution of their 
community after-school pro-
gram. 

“we’ve had bumps along the 
way,” he told those gathered. “At 
one point the government said 
we had to be licenced. some 
wanted to pack it in.” 
     But the licence came with 
blessings — a wage subsidy for 
its employees.

while they always wanted to 
present a faith-based program, 
with singing, a Bible story and 
crafts, it wasn’t always so. But 
the decision to run a christian-
based program, one day a week, 
came with added blessings.

“since we made that decision, 
we’ve been filled,” he said, with 
no complaints and many happy 
children and parents.

Debora kantor, with the Par-
ish of cambridge and water-
borough, recounted her involve-

ment in youth ministry, funded 
originally by A Foundation For 
life.

“Young families were scarce 
in church but there were lots in 
the community,” she said, adding 
an important factor in success 
was making connections and 
building relationships.

A vacation Bible school, 
after-school program, children’s 
time in church, messy church 
and sending kids to summer 
camp have all grown out of the 
original grant from A Founda-
tion For life. 

This year, they sent 27 kids 
to camp. And several of the 
original VBs kids are now youth 
leaders in VBs.

“it revitalizes us,” one pa-
rishioner told Debora, referring 
to the heavy involvement of 
children in the church.

kathy moffatt spoke of the 
food ministry in st. stephen. 

“it began as an idea that some 
people needed food,” she said. 

Their first effort at a soup 
kitchen drew one person. Now 
they average 25, with lots of help 
from other denominations.

At first it was a quiet soup 
kitchen, but now there’s lots 
of interaction between those 

serving and those being served, 
to the point where guests come 
early, help set up and stay for 
conversation and advice on is-
sues they face.

“we’ve never been without 
volunteers or food,” she said. 
“Our small congregation can do 
big things.”

The rev. Deacon Norm 
Dupuis described the outreach 
in downtown moncton at st. 
george’s. his and other churches 
feed 200-250 people once a 
month at a huge dinner, and a 
community breakfast feeds 80-
150, also once a month.

“it’s an ecumenical group — a 
host of people who have a heart 
for people who need something,” 
he said, adding they also do a 
mid-week drop-in.

“it seems to me god calls us 
to mend broken hearts,” he said. 
“we have the privilege of washing 
the feet of those who suffer, and 
the suffering is all around us.”

Archdeacon rob marsh 
shared his parish’s work feeding 
students. it began with a conver-
sation between a parish member 
and a teacher about hungry kids 
at school. They began by feeding 
about 25 students and that num-
ber has jumped to 90 hampton 

high school students. 
‘“You forgot the grace today, 

reverend,”’ he was reminded by 
one brawny football player on 
a particularly frenzied day. “i 
never forgot again,” he told the 
crowd. 

Those teenagers willingly seek 
him and the rev. David Turner 
out for advice and prayer and he 
is thankful for the inroads being 
made with these kids. 

At the end of the day, people 
of each archdeaconry gathered 
to hammer out a possible plan of 
action for a project or mission in 
each of their regions. 

They included support for 
camp Brookwood; a ministry to 
families left alone when a spouse 
works out west; an ecumenical 
youth ministry; seniors’ min-
istry; a deanery day; and the 
creation of an inventory of re-
sources to better work together.

Bishop David edwards was 
impressed with what was ac-
complished.

“we need to continue to plan 
because we need to contribute 
to meeting people’s needs and 
introducing them to Jesus,” he 
said. “i encourage you to share 
this with the people in your 
parish.”

Above: Archdeacon of Chatham  
Richard Steeves, the Rev. Deacon 
Rose Steeves, Cleo Cyr, Tom 
Meade, Sharon Arbeau (hidden) 
and Donna Murchison enjoy 
group discussions.

Right: The Rev. Canon Albert 
Snelgrove illustrates a point 
about the after-school program at 
St. Paul’s in Rothesay.

Far right: Kathy Moffatt discusses 
the food ministry in St. Stephen 
and how it’s evolved from one 
person at lunch to about 25. McKnight photos
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Uptown churches walking together with Jesus
By MaRje haRRison

Years ago Trinity Anglican 
church in uptown saint 
John had the reputation 

of being the “snobby church on 
the hill.”  
     There appeared to be a dress 
code to attend. in my early years 
at Trinity back in the 1970s, 
everyone was either in a fur coat 
and hat or a posh frock, and 
men in suits and ties. Back then 
it was the norm, but more well-
to-do people lived in the uptown 
than nowadays. 
     when the older generation 
died off, the younger ones did 
not come to church, or they had 
moved out to the suburbs. 
     The only outreach Trinity 
offered was girl guides, Boy 
scouts and badminton. The rest 
of the life of the church was pret-
ty well internal:  Acw, Young 
women’s guild, the Quilters 
guild and the like. 
     Over the last few years Trinity 
has experienced a metamor-
phosis. under the guidance of 
Archdeacon stuart Allan, a par-
ish nurse named Beth lawson 
was hired in 2005. later under 
Fr. ranall ingalls, a new wind 
swept through, opening more 
doors and inviting in everyone 
who passed by.  
     New outreach programs were 
introduced and volunteers were 
encouraged to involve them-
selves in a school lunch pro-
gram, helping the parish nurse 
with her monthly breakfasts and 
much more. 
     The church was becoming a 
hive of activity, unbeknownst 
to us, in readiness for the huge 
change which is now coming. 
     After Fr. ingalls left for the 
Parish of sackville, we had a few 
months of help from the rev. 
canon wally corey and Arch-
deacon stuart Allan, for whom 
we are most grateful, but we 
were just treading water until 
another “new broom” swept in.  
     Trinity church and st John’s, 
stone church are about to 
embark on a combined walk 
together in uptown saint John.   
     Fr. John Paul westin, rector of 
stone church is now the Vicar 
of uptown saint John and both 
churches are sharing his exper-
tise in organization and worship.  
     Fr. westin has taken Trinity 
under his wing and the most 
wonderful experiences are hap-
pening. 
     when stone church closes 
for renovations, both churches 
will share the same worship 
space. 
     This in itself is incredible as 
both churches worship in en-

tirely different ways, but we are 
embracing each other’s differ-
ences with love.  
     Trinity has already changed 
its service time to 9:30 a.m. from 
10:30 am and stone has changed 
to 11 a.m. and are about to 
change again to 11:15 a.m. 
     This will accommodate both 
services and allow John Paul to 
officiate at both without having 
to rush.  
     There will be a joint coffee 
hour after the Trinity service 
and prior to the stone service. 
This will allow changes to the 
worship space to take place for 
the stone service. 
     An overhead projector, por-
table altar and a sound system 
can be arranged in position. This 
way the BcP service for Trinity 
will not change and stone can 
use BcP, BAs or whatever they 
choose for their worship. 
     Both congregations are 
welcome to attend either or both 

services. it’s a win-win situation 
for all. 
     All this change is for the 
better in the long run, but it is 
not without its difficulties. some 
folks are still a bit resistant, and 
we pray that they will stick with 
us and walk the walk.  
     The majority see that without 
these changes, there may be no 
future at all in the uptown, but 
we are embracing the change 
and together we will make a dif-
ference.  
     Jesus taught us to go out and 
seek, and that is what we are try-
ing to do. many other churches 
in the uptown are doing great 
things as well, but for Anglicans 
this move is the most dramatic. 
     There are many jokes made 
about Anglicans not liking 
change. This is no joke! we are 
for real and we will walk with 
Jesus and be a part of the up-
town of saint John. we will open 
our doors and spread the good 

News.  
     Trinity 
church has 
welcomed 
revs. Terence 
and Jasmine 
chandra to 
use its facili-
ties to aid the 
central saint 
John commu-
nity ministry. 
As well, Bon-
nie hunt of 
the inner city 
Youth min-
istry has an 
office and she 
may use the 
church for this 
ministry. 
     Being an open church is not 
just about “posteriors in pews.” 
     it is about living the life as 
Jesus has taught us and to un-
derstand and help — not just the 
underprivileged, but all people 

of saint John. This magic will 
not happen overnight, but with 
patience, understanding and 
prayer, change can take place 
and will take place. 
     The heart of christ in the 
heart of saint John!

Coralie Losier, Ann Hadfield and Marje Harrison stand at the open doors of Trinity Anglican Church on Charlotte Street in uptown Saint John. 
Marje says that decades ago, Trinity was a stuffy church where the women wore furs and the men suits and ties. Much has changed since then. 
The furs are long gone, and Trinity is excited about a new partnership with Stone Church, which will use Trinity’s facilities while its own are 
renovated over the next eight months.  Missing from the photo is Stone warden Dannie Marman. Bottom photo shows Stone Church on Carleton 
Street. Its hall is to be demolished this fall, and renovations to the church will take place through the winter and spring.

subMitted photo
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Successes at 
Safe Harbour

By Gisele McKniGht

it didn’t take long for the safe 
harbour teen shelter to prove 
there was an unmet need in 
saint John.

The shelter opened march 
17 this year, and by march 20, it 
had seven residents. By the end 
of the second week of operation, 
it was full with 10 residents.

The need has never waned, 
said residential manager lindsay 
gallagher.

“certainly it has shown that 
this type of service is needed,” 
she said. “it’s not just that we’re 
full, but that there’s a wait list.”

The diocese has a strong con-
nection to safe harbour, including 
the donation of land. it sits on the 
site of st. James Anglican, closed 
in 2005, was demolished to make 
way for the shelter. 

Above the front entrance of the 
shelter, the Archdeacon h.A. cody 
church window overlooks Broad 
street in the city’s south end. 

Parishes, churches and the 
diocese have all contributed to 
bringing safe harbour to fruition. 

The diocese has two people 
on the board of safe harbour, 
including the rev. Jasmine 
chandra of the central saint 

John community ministry.
in eight months, the shelter 

has had 38 new residents. The 
average stay is one month.

“we have had successes,” 
said lindsay. “we had one in 
June who graduated from high 
school. Another who spent three 
years in foster care and group 
homes has returned to live with 
a family member.

“Three or four have moved 
into their own place, and six have 
returned home to live,” she said.

some of those who’ve gone 
back home benefitted from a 
break or needed to learn that there 
are rules everywhere you stay. 

“And they realized ‘my par-
ents really do care about me,’” 
she said.

several of those who have 
returned home have accessed 
mental health services while at 
safe harbour, which is a common 
need among many of its residents.

“we definitely see a lot of 
mental health issues,” said lind-
say. “The majority have mental 
health concerns.”

The average age of residents is 
16, and the majority have been 
18 or under. Only 10 of the 38 
were 19 or older.

The first resident of safe har-

bour, who arrived mere hours 
after the doors opened in march, 
needed a lengthy stay. 

But by the end of October, he 
had made tremendous strides — 
gotten off of income assistance, 
learned job-hunting skills, devel-
oped a resume, found a full-time 
job and moved out.

“we provided him with a safe 
place to live and the skills to find 
and maintain a job,” said lind-
say, adding the Teen resource 
centre was instrumental in this 

success story and many others.
most of the teens who live at 

the shelter and who need to be 
in school are attending. 

“we work very closely with 
schools,” she said, adding some 
are working on a geD diploma 
or having school work sent to 
the shelter. 

The staff and residents are 
finding the open-concept design 
of the shelter works well for them, 
and the residents appreciate hav-
ing their own, private bedrooms. 

some have never had a room 
to themselves until they came to 
safe harbour, said lindsay. 

The shelter can always use 
donations of canned goods; 
paper products like toilet tissue; 
personal hygiene items like 
toothpaste, antiperspirant and 
shampoo; and cleaning sup-
plies. cash donations are always 
welcome too, of course.

The shelter is located at 50 
Broad street  near the old sugar 
refinery.

The common area and kitchen of Safe Harbour on March 16, one day before the teen shelter opened.

McKnight file photo

Want to be part of CLAY 2016? Find out how here
By jason sMith  
& DeBoRa KantoR

canadian lutheran Anglican 
Youth or clAY is an incred-
ible gathering of Anglican and 
lutheran youth from across 
canada. 

The gathering takes place 
every two years at different loca-
tions across canada with 2016 
taking place in charlottetown, 
P.e.i. Aug. 17-21.

clAY is a youth-centered 
program that empowers youth 
and develops leadership that will 
allow the youth participant to 
share what they experienced and 
learned with others in our home 
communities. 

The theme of the event is Not 

For sale.
What happens at clay? 

Youth can expect to meet other 
christian youth from across the 
country, participate in ministry 
projects, worship in modern and 
traditional ways, learn together 
in interesting forums, enjoy fan-
tastic social events and explore 
charlottetown.

Who can attend clay? 
Youth through the ages of 14-19 
are eligible to attend (13 with 
endorsement of home Team 
leader, local congregation and 
registrar). Teams consist of one 
adult leader and up to eight 
youth. 

how to participate in clay? 
The Youth & intergenera-

tional team (Yig) is forming 

two teams of eight lead by Jason 
smith, Parish of the Nerepis and 
st. John and Debora kantor, 
Parish of cambridge and water-
borough. 

we want youth from the 
diocese who are interested in 
attending to join one of the two 
teams. 

if there is more interest, an-
other group can be formed. 

The cost is $500 per partici-
pant and that covers everything 
through lodging, meals and 
access to the full event. 

however, do not let the cost 
discourage anyone as there will 
be fundraising events and parish 
sponsorship, and the Yig team 
will be supporting the event. 

There will also be a Bible 

study to help prepare the del-
egates prior to the event on the 
theme of Not for sale.

The Yig team is in full sup-
port of developing and encour-
aging youth in leadership and 
faith-driven events. 

with clAY happening in 
the maritimes this time around, 
it allows the diocese to have a 
stronger impact and participa-
tion. 

if parishes are interested in 
assisting in any way or if there 
are any youth interested, contact 
Jason smith (jasonasmith1214@
gmail.com). 

Please watch eNews, com-
munication from Yig and future 
articles in the NB Anglican for 
more updates. 

Since opening day, the need for beds  
at the teen shelter has never waned

i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l   m i n i s t r i e s
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m o t h e r s’   u n i o n 

Mothers’ Union runs family fun fair
Family camp was the place to be 
June 26-28 at camp medley. 
Families were invited to spend 
the weekend or a day at the 
camp to come together for fel-
lowship, fun and food. 
     This event is growing in 
popularity each year as the open 
invitation includes everyone 
from grandparents to distant 
cousins and children of all ages.

One of the fundamental 
goals of our Diocesan mothers’ 
union is “to improve commu-
nication within the Diocese of 
Fredericton to increase aware-
ness of and to promote involve-
ment in christian family life.” 

To fulfill this we asked to be 
included in the agenda for this 
family camp by providing a 
family fair activity for the satur-
day afternoon of the camp.

it was a beautiful weather 
weekend and mu members 
arrived around noon to enjoy a 
lunch with the campers and to 
set up our planned activities. 

what fun we had! There were 
a variety of independent activi-
ties such as hula hoops, skipping 
ropes, bubble blowing, bean bag 
toss, fish pond and ring toss. 

Then we organized group ac-
tivities throughout the afternoon 
to keep the momentum going. 
This involved several races, a 
water balloon challenge and 
scavenger hunt that included 
young and old. 

each time a child or older 
child (or adult) participated in 
an event, they received a ticket 

and when they had two tickets 
they could choose an item from 
the prize table. 

This was a great incentive for 
all to participate and certainly 
pleased the children. we also 
provided fresh popcorn, wa-
termelon and lemonade to the 
campers.

The mu members who par-
ticipated in this effort truly 
enjoyed themselves and many 
lingered to enjoy supper with the 
families we had met. 

we anticipate being invited 
back next June and are already 
dreaming of new activities and 
challenges for the campers 

we will meet. 
many thanks to all our 

members who came to camp 
medley for the afternoon, and in 
doing so, supported our newly 
developed strategic plan for the 
Diocese of Fredericton mothers’ 
union.

Bubble man Mark Jones holds the attention of everyone with these gigantic creations. At top right, Pat 
Margison handles a food delivery. Perhaps Elliot Gowan is wondering where to throw the water balloon he’s 
holding, and Lucas Bettle, bottom right, enjoys a game of soccer.  

subMitted photos

God’s answer was pretty simple: love me
Just what would god want 

with me? it’s a question i’ve 
asked so many times in my 

past. A simple question with a 
very complicated answer, but not 
as complicated as i made it. 

The final answer is he wants 
me — with all my faults, sins, 
and everything about me that 
makes me human.  
     i grew up all over the u.s.A. 
and was raised as an irish 
catholic. At least that’s what i 
thought. At an age of reason i 
converted to missionary Bap-
tist but as life moved on, i left 
church behind. 

in the ensuing years my life 
was nondescript but exciting. 
i had joined the us Air Force, 
traveled the world and grew 
harder towards religion. 

i had seen enough suffering 
and my questions on religion 
grew exponentially. why the 

misery? why the hate? why 
don’t you do something about all 
this mess? 
     i left the military and entered 
law enforcement. That’s where i 
hardened my heart even more. 
i saw the worst of what humans 
can do to each other. i ended 
that career after 19 1/2 years. 

i traveled, worked, and 
through all that, my questions 
seemed to never get answered. 
early one fall, not too long ago, 
i found myself at an end. i was 
unhappy, looking for something 
i had once but lost somewhere 
over the years.

No epiphany, just a quiet 
voice in my head saying “will you 
listen now?” it was so quiet, but 
boomed like thunder in my ears.  
To find what i had lost, i had to 
lose everything. 

Alone, in a quiet place, i 
looked up with tears i had held 

back for what seemed my whole 
life.

“what do you want with me? 
i have not been what you said 
i should be. i have denied you, 
cursed you, shaken my fist at you. 
what do YOu want from me?”

The answer was so simple: 
“love me.” how could i love? i 
even hated myself. my life had 
proven that. 

i got down on my knees and i 

cried. i heard these words in my 
heart as sure as if i heard them 
with my ears: “i never left you; 
that’s why you’re still here.” 
     i have been tempered as sure 
as a smith tempers a sword. i’ve 
been in the fire, hammered, in 
the fire again, and hammered 
over and over.

The road back from where 
i had been to where i am now, 
and where i am going feels like a 
million miles away. The answer i 
had been searching for came and 
was pretty simple: love me. 
     it hasn’t been easy, but when 
it gets tough, i just smile and re-
member. he loves me and that’s 
enough. 

i’ve re-entered “life,” taught 
sunday school, been in the front 
pews chairs at church, gone back 
to reading the Bible and been 
confirmed (the outward sign of 
my inner faith). 

i take each day as a blessing 
and try so very hard not to re-
gret the years i wasted. The best 
is yet to be.
  
Andrew Nolan
St. John the Baptist  
Anglican Church, Edmundston

Testify is your chance to share 
what God has done in your life — 
an amazing miracle or an every-
day event that had God written 
all over it. 

Send them in and they’ll ap-
pear, with you name and parish, 
right in this spot. This won’t work 
without your help, so don’t be shy.      

Sharing our awesome God’s 
works and wonders is a tremen-
dous way to inspire and uplift 
others. Send via email:  
gmcknight@diofton.ca or via 
post: Gisele McKnight, 115 
Church St., Fredericton  E3B 4C8.
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A Celebration of New Ministry took place in 
Campbellton at Christ Church Anglican for the 
Parish of Restigouche on Oct. 25. The Rev. Deacon 
Ann Fairweather was inducted as deacon-in-charge 
of the parish by the Right Reverend David Edwards, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Fredericton. Visiting 
clergy from throughout the diocese came to support 
Ann. From left: the Rev. Deacon Rose Steeves; the Rev. 
Deacon Sandy MacPherson; the Rev. Gerry Laskey; 
Donald Thompson (warden of Restigouche and 
layreader); Bishop David Edwards, The Rev. Deacon 
Ann Fairweather, Canon Richard McConnell and 
Archdeacon Richard Steeves.

Ryan Armstrong, Sierra Armstrong, Reid Baskin, Sterling Baskin and 
Emma Gillies had a fun morning, Sunday, Oct. 25, carving pumpkins at St. 
Simon & St Jude’s, Belleisle Creek, in the Parish of Upper Kennebecasis. 

What did 350 hungry people find at the Parish of Upham 
turkey supper on Oct. 24?  Lots of food, and an especially 
popular all-you-can-eat dessert buffet. Thankfully, there 
was plenty of parish help to make the event successful, and 
lots of fun as well. Thank you to the diners, organizers and 
kitchen help. From left, enjoying the day, were Brenda Fowler, 
Maryanne Kellar and Donna Belyea.

Campbellton celebration

Pumpkin carving 

Happy to help

New Archdeacon Rob Marsh got a surprise after 
church Oct. 25 when his congregations at the parish 
joint service in the Parish of Central Kings held 
a surprise party to celebrate his new ministry as 
archdeacon of Kingston and the Kennebecasis. Here 
Morgan McAvity and Emily Rodgers help him cut the 
cake. 

A surprise for 
Archdeacon Rob

p a r i s h   n e w s

subMitted photos
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Welcome back Sunday draws a crowd 
By haRolD McGinnis

sunday, sept. 13 was a busy 
day at st. mary and st. Bar-
tholomew’s church (Parish of 
coldbrook – st. mary’s). 

however, it all began in 
July, when rev. greg mcmul-
lin thought it would be a great 
idea to have a fall parish cel-
ebration event in september. 

The purpose would be to 
welcome back members of 
our church family who had 
been away during the summer 
months and to create an enthu-
siasm for the lord’s ministry 
within and beyond our walls, 
as we strive to build up the 
Body of christ and to reach 
out with the love of christ.

Accordingly, sept. 13 was 
designated as welcome Back 
sunday. A parish letter was 
sent out inviting all members 
of our congregation to a barbe-
cue, corn boil and ministry fair 
in the church hall, following 
the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

representatives from over 
13 ministries were there, 

profiling our various ministries 
via booth displays. The booths 
consisted of a table with min-
istry posters, pictures, flyers 
outlining basic overviews of 
the ministry, video, banner 
and so on. 

it was a great way to con-
nect with those attending and 
to provide information on the 
various ministries at smsB, 
as we prepared for harvest 
Thanksgiving. 

some of the ministries 
represented included stephen 
ministry, sunday school, mis-
sion and outreach, st. Joseph’s 
guild, mothers’ union, greet-
ers and hospitality, connec-
tions, liFe groups, altar guild, 
youth group, music ministry, 
servers guild and property/
grounds care.             

Thanks to all the hard work 
by many members of the 
congregation, the celebration 
of our return to regular church 
services and activities was a 
huge success, with approxi-
mately 150 people attending. 

Thanks Be to god.

As part of Welcome Back Sunday, 
information booths were set up to 
demonstrate the various ministries 
operating within the Parish of Coldbrook - 
St. Mary’s. Above,  Ruth Jackson mans the 
Welcoming Ministry booth. At upper right is 
Cindi Norris  with the Prayer Shawl/Quilt 
Ministry booth. At lower right is Tori 
Ganong ready to answer questions on Youth 
Group Ministry.
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The big, blue church in saint 
John’s North end, st. luke’s 
Anglican has launched a 
campaign to fund needed 
upgrades.

Two long-time members 
of the parish, marilyn craft 
and mlA Trevor holder, will 
co-chair a capital campaign, 
moving Onward – st. luke’s 
revival. The goal is to preserve 
this important ministry and 
outreach, as well as this his-
toric main street landmark.

From modernizing the 
heating system to making the 
building accessible to people 
with disabilities, $100,000 to 
$120,000 will be needed over 
the next few years.  

“Our immediate need is to 
raise $60,000 which will allow 
us to switch to a more cost-
effective and energy efficient 
source of heat,” said marilyn.

To kick off the campaign, 
a $200-a-plate lobster dinner 
was held No. 28 with former 
lieutenant governor graydon 
Nicholas as guest speaker.

st. luke’s is home to two 
of saint John’s priority neigh-
bourhoods and provides out-
reach ministry, from hot meals 
to drop-in activities, as well as 
a safe and comforting sanctu-
ary for many Northenders.

St. Luke’s 
launches 
capital 
campaign

Marilyn Craft and Portland-
Simonds MLA Trevor Holder 
co-chair the capital campaign 
at St. Luke’s. Both are long-time 
parishioners. The first spending 
priority is an energy-efficient 
heating system.

subMitted photo
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St. Peter’s runs Helping Hands food drive
On Thursdays from July 16 to 
Aug. 6, st. Peter’s Parish hall 
on woodstock road was a 
drop off location for the Fred-
ericton Food Bank. st. Peters’ 
volunteers greeted the public 
from 4-6:30 p.m. to accept 
donations such as non-perish-
able food, baby care, personal 
hygiene and school supplies.

local radio station up 93.1 
promoted the initiative and 
was on-site a couple of Thurs-
days. Their involvement helped 
to remind the community to 
have their donations ready to 
drop off on their way home. 

kim Ouellette, volunteer 
co-ordinator, and her husband, 
Jamie, delivered a full truck-
load to the Fredericton Food 
Bank in mid-August. Thank 
you to the Fredericton com-
munity for your support. 

Plans are already underway 
for summer 2016 which will 
see a one-week monday-Fri-
day collection drive. st. Peter’s 
issues a challenge to other 
parishes to run a similar drive 
next summer. 

This new initiative provides 
a local community drop off 
which will help the food bank 

keep shelves stocked during 
the slow summer months.  

Throughout the year, mem-
bers of the parish bring items 

to church weekly for monthly 
delivery to the food bank.

Below, hannah how-
land was a food drive helper.
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Episcopal announcements
• Nov. 5 - The Rev. Canon 
tom stradwick was installed 
as rector of the Parish of sus-
sex in a celebration service at 
Trinity.
• Nov. 3 - The Ven. Patricia 
Drummond’s term as Arch-
deacon of Fredericton has 
been extended until Oct. 31, 
2016.
• Nov. 3 - The Ven. Richard 
Steeves’s term as Archdeacon 
of chatham has been extended 
until Oct. 31, 2016.
• Nov. 3 - The Rev. Canon Jon 
lownds will remain as interim 
priest-in-charge in the Parish 
of Douglas and Nashwaaksis 
until June 30, 2016.
• Oct. 28 - A celebration of 
the New ministry of the Rev. 
stephen harnish was held in 
the Parishes of Andover and 
Denmark at Trinity church in 
Perth-Andover.
• Oct. 26 - A celebration of 
the New ministry of the Rev. 
Deacon sandy MacPher-
son was held in the Parish of 
Bathurst at st. george’s.
• Oct. 25 - A celebration of 
the New ministry of the Rev. 

Deacon ann Fairweather in 
the Parish of restigouche 
was held at christ church in 
campbellton.
• Oct. 20 - The Rev. Bob 
leBlanc was appointed rec-
tor of the Parish of wicklow, 
wilmot, Peel and Aberdeen, 
effective Dec. 13. A celebration 
service will be held sunday, 
Dec. 13 in Florenceville.
• Oct. 20 - Margaret Laking, 
of the Parish of mcAdam, was 
appointed diocesan represen-
tative for the Primate’s world 
relief and Development Fund 
(PwrDF), following the resig-
nation of Anne walling from 
this role.
• Oct. 15 - The Rev. Keith 
osborne, rector of the Parish 
of Pennfield, was appointed 
regional Dean of the deaneries 
of lancaster and st. Andrews. 
The term runs until October 
2018.
• Oct. 13 - Bishop David li-
censed hugh Bateman, shawn 
Branch, Bonnie hunt and 
Debora Kantor as evangelists 
with Threshold ministries (for-
merly church Army) within 

the Diocese of Fredericton.
• Oct. 6 - The Rev. Deacon 
christian Persaud was ap-
pointed deacon-in-charge of 
the Parishes of gagetown and 
cambridge and waterborough, 
effective Oct. 19.
• Oct. 6 - The Rev. Deacon 
christine Greer has resigned 
from active ministry with the 
Parish of woodstock, effective 
immediately.
• Oct. 6 - The Rev. Canon 
George Eves has resigned as 
priest-in-charge of the Parish 
of gondola Point, effective 
Dec. 31.
• Sept. 30 - The Rev. Dr. Brian 
spence has resigned as rector 
of the Parish of ludlow and 
Blissfield, and regional dean of 
York, effective Jan. 14, in order 
to transfer to the Diocese of 
Nova scotia and Prince ed-
ward island.
• Sept. 30 - The Rev. Canon 
Richard Mcconnell was 
appointed interim priest-in-

charge in the Parish of New 
Bandon, effective Oct. 1 to 
Dec. 31.
• Sept. 27 - Normand 
Dupuis, ann Fairweath-
er and christian Persaud were 
ordained to the transitional 
diaconate at christ church 
cathedral. 
• Sept. 22 - The Rev. Ste-
phen harnish was appointed 
priest-in-charge of the Parishes 
of Andover and Denmark, 
effective Oct. 1 for a two year 
period, renewable by mutual 
agreement.
• Sept. 15 - The Rev. Dr. 
David Mercer was appointed 
interim priest-in-charge in 
the Parish of Prince william, 
Dumfries, Queensbury and 
southampton for up to 12 
months.
• Sept. 15 - Bishop Bill 
hockin was appointed honor-
ary assistant at christ church 
(Parish) church, effective im-
mediately.

Looking for the 
Christmas spirit? 

You’ll find it at  
St. Andrew’s 

church 
 Petitcodiac 

Public reading of  
Charles Dickens’s  
A Christmas Carol

Dec. 9, 7 p.m.

Local personalities, 
including CBC Radio’s 

Vanessa Blanch,  
will read

Seasonal music, local 
choir and musicians

$10 admission – all 
proceeds to food 

banks in Salisbury and 
Petitcodiac

Information: Rev. Chris 
Hayes - 756-2296

A combined effort of the 
Central Kings and Upham 
parishes produced a highly 
successful and thoroughly 
enjoyable Redneck Fashion 
Show at Bloomfield Hall, 
Bloomfield Sept. 6. Models 
included Archdeacon 
Rob Marsh, and in these 
photos, Dawn Miner 
wearing a tube top, Eileen 
McAndrews in a popcorn 
top, and Bud Belyea 
showing off his fir coat.

•••

The Community Health & 
Wellness ministry at Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church, 
Parish of Hammond 
River held a workshop 
called Living Successfully 
with Chronic Pain with 
author and speaker 
Ruth MacLean. Both the 
public and parishioners 
truly enjoyed it. Here the 
speaker, Ruth MacLean 
(middle, back, in black and 
green) poses with some of 
the 18 attendees. 

Parish  
events

p a r i s h   n e w s
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Sub-parishes, outstations and congregations of Ho
By heatheR MilleR

Although the Diocese of 
ho has only seven parishes, 
there are many other types of 
congregations in ho that are 
growing and hoping to become 
parishes in the future. 
     There are five sub-parishes 
in ho that have their own 
church building and wardens 
but the priest or assistant 
curate in the next parish (that 
does not mean nearby) pro-
vides services and administers 
to the needs of those people. 
     There are also outstations 
where the faithful meet in a 
school or building and own 
plots of land in the hopes of 
starting to build a church.  
     These are served by priests 
and curates from other par-
ishes.  
     And finally there are con-
gregations — small groups of 
people who come together to 
worship in homes or in the 
outdoors. These people seldom 
see clergy and are led by local 
catechists. 

     ho has several paved high-
ways, but most of these con-
gregations are on dirt roads, 
some far in the north or deep 
in the countryside. 
     Travel to these communities 
is difficult and treacherous as 
road conditions are poor and 
speed limits nonexistent.  
     most of the priests serving 
these areas use motorbikes to 
travel. These bikes have been 
purchased through Bishop 
matthias’s connections to 
england and have given the 
diocese an economic way to 

reach congregations.  
     it is not unusual to visit a 
mission house and find a bike 
parked in the corner of the 
room. They do get stolen!  
     This is real progress for the 
diocese and priests wait eagerly 
for their bike as they have no 
other means of transportation.  
     conditions that would 
seem insurmountable to us are 
positive changes to the bishop 
and his clergy. each small step 
means more people are hear-
ing the good News and learn-
ing of god’s love for them.  

 Right: The 
Subparish of St. 
Mark’s, Dzoanti

Left: The Rev. Father 
Prosper Deh with 
his family and 
his highly-prized 
motorbike

heather Miller photos

A young girl finds Christmas
By ThE REV. hOLLiS hiSCOCK

i could not sleep. The sounds 
outside my window were 
deafening. i wanted to join 

the merriment. Papa said, “it’s 
not safe for an 11-year-old 
girl.” 

when mama tucked me 
in several hours ago, i asked 
why so many people were in 
our little town. she replied 
“everyone must return to their 
birthplace for registration by 
the foreign government to pay 
taxes.” mama was not happy 
about paying more taxes. 

i really tried to sleep, but 
the whooping, laughing, cheer-
ing, shouting, squealing and 
even taking the lord’s name 
in vain prevented my eyelids 
from closing.

even when mama came to 
kiss me good night, i kept my 
eyes shut tightly, pretending i 
was in dreamland.

i listened until i heard the 
musical notes of sleep coming 
from my parents’ bedroom, 
then slipping from my cosy 
bed, i tiptoed to the front door. 
gingerly i turned the key, 
making sure the rusty hinges 
didn’t squeak, and stepped into 

the darkness. 
The cool night air forced me 

to wrap my shawl more tightly 
and i covered my face so no-
body would recognize me and 
send me home. Blending with 
the crowd moving in the same 
direction, i asked a lady where 
were going.

“To the stable” she said. 
Before i could ask why, a 

booming voice chided, “make 
way for the stinking shep-
herds.”

Now shepherds rarely came 
to town at night – they stayed 
on the hillsides protecting 
their masters’ sheep from wild 
animals and thieves.  

i watched the crowd; some 
were holding their noses, oth-
ers just pointed and jeered.

These shepherds kept smil-
ing, laughing and singing a 
joyful song about praising god 
and encouraging people to 
be full of peace and goodwill 
towards each other.

intrigued, the crowd fol-
lowed them; everyone seemed 
to be going in the same direc-
tion as we were.

while yawning for the 
100th time and running to 
keep up with the adults, i was 

almost bowled over by a herd 
of camels.

They came barrelling 
through, ridden by men 
dressed in royal clothing. They 
sat upright, looked straight 
ahead and held what look like 
precious packages. They swept 
past us – heading toward the 
same stable as we were.

minutes later we all stood 
before the stable. i tried to 
sneak in but the doorway was 
blocked with people. 

since we played there almost 
every day, i knew another way 
in, so i ran around to the back 
to find the opening where the 
animals roamed freely between 
the barn and the pasture.

inside the lanterns cast 
a dim light and i could see 
people gathered around a 
certain stall; something special 
seemed to be happening. 

i edged closer but could see 
nothing. i climbed up to the 
hayloft, found a spot just above 
the stall, looked down and saw 
a baby! 

The shepherds were there, 
telling everybody what had 
happened to them. while 
guarding their sheep on the 
hillside angels appeared in the 

darkened sky, sang to them 
and told them about a special 
baby being born in a stable in 
Bethlehem. 

“we had to come and see 
for ourselves,” chimed in an-
other shepherd. 

They seemed so excited 
because god had revealed this 
miracle to them. They taught 
the crowd the song sung by the 
angels. i sang along with them, 
“glory to god in the highest 
and peace and goodwill to all 
people on earth.” No one was 
holding their nose now.

when someone shouted, 
“make way for the astrologers 
from the east,” everything went 
quiet. They walked briskly to-
wards the stall, approached the 
baby’s parents and said, “For 
two years we have followed 
god’s star to this stable.”

i watched as they ap-
proached the manger, bowed 
to the baby and seemed to be 
praying to him.

 “Jesus is his name,” said his 
father Joseph, and his mother 
mary remarked that an angel 
had appeared to her, and told 
her that she would be the 
mother of god’s child.

The visitors placed gifts next 
to the child. A woman whis-
pered, “They are giving him 
gold, myrrh and frankincense.”

“why are they giving these 
gifts to baby Jesus?” i inquired. 

i felt a hand on my shoul-
der. i knew my mother’s touch. 
Frightened i looked up, but she 
was smiling. so was my father.

“we have waited many 
centuries for this night,” she 
told me.

i asked what it meant.
“it shows god still loves us,” 

she replied.
later, walking home, we 

heard people talking, and i am 
certain i heard angels singing.

The Rev. Hollis Hiscock is the 
editor of the Niagara Anglican.

c o m p a n i o n   d i o c e s e   o f    h o
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m u s i c    c o l u m n 

Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician 
as well as a priest serving  in 
the Parish of Salisbury and 
Havelock. 

Of Irish worship and English carols

Dr. John Paul Westin, rector of the Parish of St. Mark (Stone Church)  
and interim priest-in-charge of the Parish of Saint John 

Favourite book of the Bible – John’s gospel 
Provenance (birthplace) – Montreal, QC 
What you love most about God – He is my Father and He is love. 
Favourite place on Earth – Jerusalem (old city) 
Farthest you’ve been from home – Kolkata, India 
Favourite meal or dessert – My wife’s carrot cake 
Biggest fear – Missing out on something God really wants for me 
Hidden talent – I like to draw 
Favourite movie or book – Movie: “Far Away, Up Close”     Book: “The 
Brothers Karamazov” 
Your hobby – Hockey (playing, watching, talking about...) 
Three things always in your fridge – Milk, cheese, butter 
Favourite sports team - Montreal Canadiens

As always, it’s time to 
review new christmas 
music, and as always, 

there are those who prefer 
classically-oriented christmas 
music, and those who prefer 
pop-oriented music.  

so, in classic Anglican style, 
i have chosen to review one of 
each this year. 

christmas albums are a cash 
cow for the christian music 
market. well known songs that 
connect instantly with listeners, 
given the particular artist’s own 
brand of treatment, make for 
instant sales for the artist’s fans.  

musically speaking, these 
albums are usually thin on musi-
cal interest, and full of cheesy 
moments. most of them, in my 
opinion, are garbage.  

Notable exceptions are 
the David crowder Band’s 
christmas album, and the 
Advent albums of Future of 
Forestry. rend collective’s 
album, Campfire Christmas, 
vol. 1 can now fall into that 
category as well.

This is not a new album. it 

was released in late November 
last year, but flew under the 
radar, perhaps in part due to 
the timing of its release (late 
November is far too late for 
such things to hit the market).  

what makes this album dif-
ferent from others is the amount 
of energy, the variations to 
traditional music they write into 
these tracks, and the fun they 
had in recording this album! 

Also, this album feels some-
how more “worshipful” than 
some other christmas albums.  
“Ding Dong merrily On high” 
is typical of the group, with a fast 
pace, furious energy, and lots of 
creativity. it’ll be in your head 
for a while when you hear it.

“Joy to the world” is also like 
this. Yet right beside such high-
energy songs sits “O come All 

Ye Faithful,” done in a very rev-
erent, contemplative, intensely 
meaningful style.

rend collective has staked 
out a claim as the band that is 
stripped down, different and 
exuberant in their musical 
worship. This is evident here, 
and it’s one of the reasons this 
album stands out amongst the 
other efforts. it is honest. it is 
raw. it is worth the investment 
of money and time.  
A Very English Christmas

choral musicians and 
composers are very rarely 
household names, but Nigel 
short may be one of them, at 
least in english circles.  he 
was a member of the famed 

kings’ singers group, and after 
leaving them in 2000, short 
formed a new group called 
Tenebrae.  

This choir came to be 
well-known for its virtuo-
sic interpretations of choral 
works, its attention to dramatic 
movement in the music, and 
its precision of tune, timbre 
and blend. 

This year, they have released 
a new collection called A Very 
English Christmas.

This new recording features 
many well-known favourites 
of the christmas season, 
renowned choral works, and 
even some new works. BBc 
music called this new collec-
tion “devastatingly beautiful.” 

Their interpretation of 
“There is No rose” sets the 
standard for singing in this 
work. some tracks feature 
organ accompaniment; others 
are offered a capella.  

“come rock his cradle,” 
a new work by english choral 
composer and hymn writer 
richard knight, embodies the 

idea of a christmas lullaby.
A collection of christmas 

music will often comprise es-
tablished favourites only, or new 
works only, hoping to attract 
fans of those particular genres. 

This cD shows that good 
quality modern works can easily 
stand with those known for gen-
erations. The recording quality is 
superb, which is not always the 
case with choral groups. 

This highly recommended 
album is most easily found 
on digital media, particularly 
iTunes.  

if you happen across a 
music store in this area that 
has it in stock, i want to know 
about it!

enjoy both of these works 
in Advent and christmas, and 
may god’s blessings be numer-
ous upon your household and 
friends in this new liturgical 
year!

 
Thanksgiving Sunday at St. Peter’s Anglican Church in the 
Parish of Upham was a festive affair, with the church skilfully 
decorated by Kim Rodgers, Philip Sherwood and others. The 
service was well-attended. 

subMitted photo

Using your talents
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Doing Advent and Christmas differently
By ThE REV. ChRiS  
BRouillaRD-coyle

The christmas season 
is approaching. stores 
began to put out their 

displays in september, promis-
ing that this year christmas 
can be bigger and better if only 
we purchase a new set of lights 
or animated decoration.

shop, shop, shop. spend, 
spend, spend. work, work, 
work. Party, party, party.

Through commercials, dis-
plays and television specials, 
we are given a clear picture 
of what makes the perfect 
christmas.

But is it a vision consistent 
with our most precious memo-
ries of christmas?

how much do we enjoy the 
pressures associated with the 
heavily commercialized christ-
mas ideal? Do we really find 
meaning in getting uncle Fred 
one more tie he doesn’t need? 

Does that gift card for our 
co-worker strengthen our 

relationship with them? when 
January comes, do we find 
ourselves overwhelmed by all 
that we spent?

what does it really take to 
make our christmas special? 
Think back. Be honest with 
yourself. how many gifts can 
you name from last christmas? 

what does it say about these 
exchanges if there is much we 
don’t remember less than a 

year later?
what might it look like to 

spend less and be more inten-
tional in what we buy? what 
might it look like to share more 
of our time and talents as gifts? 

how might spending less 
affect our outlook come Janu-
ary?

can spending less lead to 
giving more of our time and 
talent for those about whom we 

care and those who may need 
to experience the wonder of 
christmas in a new way? can 
we rephrase our understanding 
of giving this christmas?

Perhaps by keeping our 
focus on the reason for the sea-
son — the gift of god with us 
through a baby laid in a man-
ger — we can find a renewed 
sense of wonder and joy in the 
season. 

Forget the beautified vi-
sions we find on cards and in 
movies. This was as messy as 
it gets and yet this is how god 
chooses to be with us — in the 
mess of life.

it begins and ends with 
love. god’s love in creation. 
god’s love made flesh. god’s 
love in life, death and resurrec-
tion. god’s love in the eternal 
life-giving spirit. 

This is the love we are called 
to share through this blessed 
season and every day.

spend less, give more, wor-
ship fully, and love all. why 
not do this season of celebra-
tion differently? check out 
the Advent calendar for ideas. 
may you find in your Advent 
journey the grace, wonder and 
hope needed to truly embrace 
the joy of christmas morning.

The Rev. Chris Brouillard-Coyle 
is co-chair of Social Justice 
Huron in London, Ont.
Reprinted from the Huron 
Church News, November 2015.

Advent	  Calendar	   	   	   Social	  Justice	  Huron,	  2015	  
	  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Nov.	  29	  

Spend	  less:	  How	  
can	  we	  change	  our	  
habits	  so	  that	  gift	  
buying	  and	  giving	  
becomes	  more	  
meaningful?	  

30	  
Buy	  a	  goat	  or	  
support	  the	  Council	  
of	  the	  North.	  	  Check	  
out	  your	  favourite	  
charities	  for	  gifts	  
that	  give	  twice.	  

Dec.	  1	  
Consider	  giving	  the	  
promise	  of	  time	  –	  
dinner,	  a	  movie,	  a	  
game	  of	  golf	  or	  
other	  experience	  
can	  be	  very	  
meaningful	  for	  the	  
giver	  and	  receiver.	  

2	  
Do	  you	  bake,	  sew,	  
or	  garden?	  	  Are	  you	  
good	  at	  building	  or	  
fixing	  things?	  	  Who	  
might	  appreciate	  
these	  talents?	  

3	  
Know	  someone	  
who	  needs	  a	  little	  
help?	  	  How	  about	  
giving	  coupons	  for	  
free	  babysitting,	  
meals,	  shovelling	  
snow	  or	  mowing	  
lawns?	  

4	  
Check	  out	  a	  local	  
craft	  fair,	  farmers	  
market	  or	  Ten	  
Thousand	  Villages	  
and	  support	  
artisans	  and	  
farmers.	  

5	  
Share	  a	  special	  
memory:	  make	  a	  
photo	  album	  or	  
story	  book	  as	  a	  
reminder	  of	  special	  
times	  to	  share	  with	  
those	  you	  love.	  

6	  
Give	  more:	  refocus	  
giving	  by	  sharing	  
your	  time,	  talents	  
and	  treasures	  more	  
widely	  this	  season.	  

7	  
Dec.	  6th	  is	  the	  feast	  
of	  St.	  Nicolas.	  	  Give	  
anonymously	  bags	  
of	  gold	  (chocolate)	  
coins	  to	  co-‐workers	  
and	  neighbours	  in	  
his	  memory.	  

8	  
Make	  a	  Christmas	  
box	  for	  someone	  in	  
need.	  	  Share	  the	  
experience	  with	  a	  
young	  person	  you	  
know.	  

9	  
Do	  you	  do	  lots	  of	  
Christmas	  baking?	  	  
Consider	  sharing	  
what	  you	  make	  
with	  a	  soup	  
kitchen,	  senior’s	  
home	  or	  homeless	  
shelter.	  

10	  
Buy	  rolls	  of	  recycled	  
paper	  and	  have	  a	  
painting	  party	  with	  
stamps	  or	  potatoes.	  	  
Use	  this	  as	  your	  gift	  
wrap.	  

11	  
Volunteer	  –	  it	  is	  a	  
great	  way	  to	  share	  
your	  gifts.	  	  Invite	  a	  
friend	  so	  you	  can	  
share	  your	  gifts	  
together.	  

12	  
Make	  a	  
contribution:	  pick	  a	  
charity	  or	  
organisation	  and	  be	  
generous	  in	  your	  
support.	  

13	  
Worship	  fully:	  it	  
starts	  and	  ends	  
with	  Jesus.	  	  How	  
can	  we	  make	  this	  
year	  a	  celebration	  
of	  the	  greatest	  gift	  
of	  all?	  

14	  
Imagine	  you	  and	  
your	  friends	  are	  
Magi,	  what	  gifts	  
would	  you	  bring	  for	  
Jesus?	  How	  could	  
you	  offer	  these	  gifts	  
now?	  

15	  
The	  Spanish	  posada	  
mimics	  the	  journey	  
of	  Mary	  and	  Joseph	  
asking	  who	  will	  
make	  room	  in	  the	  
inn.	  	  How	  will	  we	  
make	  room	  for	  
wanderers	  this	  
season?	  

16	  
The	  Magnificat	  
(Luke	  1:46-‐55)	  
highlights	  an	  
alternative	  
economics.	  How	  
can	  we	  honour	  this	  
alternative	  today?	  

17	  
How	  do	  we	  
measure	  our	  
Advent	  experience?	  	  
In	  cookies	  baked,	  
presents	  bought,	  
decorations	  hung,	  
parties	  attended?	  	  
Is	  there	  room	  in	  the	  
inn	  for	  Jesus?	  

18	  
Spend	  some	  quiet	  
time	  in	  front	  of	  the	  
fireplace	  or	  
Christmas	  tree.	  	  List	  
those	  things	  for	  
which	  you	  are	  
thankful	  this	  
season.	  

19	  
Candy	  canes	  can	  
remind	  us	  of	  Jesus.	  	  
Share	  a	  box	  of	  
candy	  canes	  with	  
friends	  and	  family.	  	  
Invite	  them	  to	  
worship.	  

20	  
Love	  all:	  by	  
spending	  less	  and	  
changing	  our	  focus	  
we	  free	  ourselves	  
to	  give	  more	  and	  
love	  as	  Jesus	  loved.	  

21	  
Christmas	  can	  be	  
hard	  for	  some.	  	  Call	  
someone	  who	  may	  
be	  having	  a	  difficult	  
time.	  	  Offer	  a	  
gentle	  ear.	  

22	  
Visit	  a	  nursing	  
home.	  	  Give	  out	  
smiles	  and	  hugs.	  	  
Maybe	  share	  a	  song	  
or	  two.	  

23	  
Who	  might	  be	  
forgotten	  or	  alone	  
this	  season?	  	  How	  
can	  you	  help	  them	  
feel	  the	  warmth	  of	  
the	  stable	  this	  
Christmas?	  

24	  
Visitors	  come	  to	  
worship	  for	  many	  
reasons.	  	  Open	  your	  
heart	  tonight	  to	  
give	  space	  for	  a	  
visitor	  to	  know	  the	  
joy	  of	  God	  with	  us.	  

25	  
Merry	  Christmas!	  
Don’t	  forget	  to	  
thank	  God	  for	  the	  
gift	  of	  Jesus	  as	  you	  
enjoy	  your	  
celebrations.	  

Boxing	  Day	  26	  
Historically,	  
servants	  were	  
gifted	  with	  treats	  
and	  the	  day	  off	  on	  
boxing	  day.	  	  Who	  
will	  you	  gift	  today?	  

c h r i s t m a s 


