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OnE hUndREd yEaRS 
after the incorporation 
of the Diocese of Cari-
boo, in the fall of 2015, 

Provincial Synod changed its 
canons to allow for the regulariza-
tion of the status of the Anglican 
Parishes of the Central Interior 
(APCI). Following that Synod, 
the approval of General Synod 
sought to make way for the Dio-
cese of Cariboo to be transferred 
to the new territory and confirmed 
that APCI would have the status 
of a diocese. The Council of Gen-
eral Synod adopted the resolution 
by consensus, officially designat-
ing APCI as a recognized territory 
in November 2015. To become 
a legal entity, it was decided that 
APCI would seek a new name and 
register under the BC Society Act. 

Wide consultations have been 
taking place over the winter 
and some 30 names for the new 
territory were submitted to the 
Administration Committee. The 
Administration Committee and 

Pastoral Elders meet on April 
17th to review the names for the 
new territory. The group con-
sidered whether it should be a 
name reflecting our geographical 
area within the church or would 
a name reflecting the relational 
and covenant way we function 
be selected. Many pros and cons 
were considered on both sides of 
the debate and in the end it was 
the Pastoral Elders who helped us 
decide. In the arbor at Shulus, fol-
lowing a time of storytelling and 
sharing, then of silent prayer with 
a gentle breeze surrounding the 
group, consensus on a name was 
arrived at by all in attendance. 
Territory of The People will be 
the name that we will move into 
the future under. 

It is important that all under-
stand the story behind the mean-
ing of our new name. What others 
say about us is important but 
more important to us is what we 
say about ourselves. We need to 
appreciate who we are, our his-

tory and our openness to the Spirit 
moving us into the future. 

At the Synod of the Diocese 
of Cariboo held in Quesnel, BC, 
October 13 -15, 2000, it was 
understood that: “... the Diocese 
of Cariboo was clearly and will-
ingly making a sacrifice of itself 
in order to give visible expres-
sion to the desire of the Anglican 
churches in the territory to enter 
into a process of reconciliation 
with the First Nations Peoples.” 

To walk together with all of 
God’s people has been a guiding 
principle that has helped us as we 
developed as the Anglican Par-
ishes of the Central Interior and 
remains fundamental to the way 
we wish to continue walking into 
the future. Anglican parishes that 
gather and worship together hold-
ing at the heart of our common 
life, the covenant relationship that 
is our abiding desire to be one 
people serving God in the Central 
Interior of BC within the Angli-
can Church of Canada. 

A people of prayer – “ya-meet” 

people – who desire a new entity 
to be born – expressing for us a 
new way of being, a new creation 
under the guidance of the spirit, a 
new beginning in our relationship 
with all God’s people. 

The Pastoral Elders gave voice 
to this reality by suggesting the 
use of People to reflect that we 
are a church that welcomes all 
people from all walks of life. First 
Nation people deeply understand 
“the people” as expressing the 
whole community and not just 
the individual. It was the Pastoral 
Elders’ desire that we be inclusive 
of all people within our terri-
tory. They offered us a vision of 
a group of people standing in a 
circle holding hands, made for 
us by Pastoral Elder Jimmy from 
a napkin. The people are in the 
four colours (red, black, yellow 
and white) standing in the four 
directions. A powerful image that 
could very well become our new 
logo. 

Territory was chosen by the 
Bishop’s Task Force as a name to 
move forward with as it reflects 
our unique relationship with First 
Nations people within the Central 
Interior. Territory was embraced 
by the Indigenous Council meet-
ing on March 29, 2015, and 
brought before the Assembly in 
May 2015 by a motion presented 
by Indigenous Council and passed 
unanimously. Pastoral Elder 
Jimmy Toodlican told the story 
of the Chief of the N’laka’pamux 
people laying out the boundaries 
of their territory years ago. In 
doing so, the chief stated: “All 
we needed to survive is contained 
within these boundaries. The ber-

ries, animals, and fish live within 
our territory, fuel for our fires, 
life giving water, good travel 
routes are all contained within 
our boundaries.” Jimmy’s story 
reminds me that all that is neces-
sary for our spiritual survival is 
contained with the boundaries 
of our new Territory. God has 
provided for us, all we need to be 
God’s faithful people – gather-
ing to worship and carrying out 
God’s mission around the Central 
Interior. 

Bud Smith in hearing the 
name, said, “The Territory of the 
People is an interesting choice as 
it lessens focus on ‘boundaries 
and geography’ in exchange for 
increasing focus on people, which 
really more faithfully speaks to 
the Gospel’s call.”

At the recent April meeting of 
the Coordinating Council, the 
name was affirmed unanimously 
and it will now be used to reflect 
our understanding of who we are 
as the family of God in the Cen-
tral Interior of British Columbia.

As the people of ya-meet 
(prayer), we have been committed 
to a journey of healing and recon-
ciliation from the beginning of the 
journey as the Anglican Parishes 
of the Central Interior. This next 
step on the journey gives expres-
sion to our continued desire to 
walk together and work together 
so that healing and reconciliation 
becomes a reality for all God’s 
people in the territory. 

Let us all ya-meet for our new 
territory, the people, and our mis-
sion within it.

Blessings,
+Barbara

he+ Link
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The anglican Parishes of the Central Interior is soon to be called ...

EntEring 
nEw 
tErritory
togEthEr!

Finding the right name for our new territory was 
a long, loving and diplomatic process. about 30 
suggestions were submitted. all voices were heard and 
considered over many months and many meetings. 
attending the deciding meeting in the arbour at 
Shulus were Bishop Barbara, Pastoral Elders and many 
other members of the new Territory of The People, 
some of whom are pictured above.

Please see Page 3 for special tributes given in honour of Bishop Jim Cruikshank.  
Some of the other stories you’ll find in this issue are highlighted at the top of Page 2.InsIde
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SPRIng! hERE wE are 
again. Daffodils, tulips, 
crocus, weeds, green grass. 
There’s always those pesky 

weeds, aren’t there? Maybe God 
put them there so we would have to 
get out in the garden and fresh air a 

bit more. “For everything there is a 
reason.”

As usual, we have been busy at 
St. Timothy’s. Our AGM was held 
after church service, and potluck 
lunch on Jan. 24. Also in January, 
we completed our goal of $300 to 
go to PWRDF for water to accom-
modate 100 people in Africa.

The annual pancake supper was 
yummy and well attended. As 
usual, the sausages and pancakes 
were cooked by the men; good job, 
guys. Also the Lenten challenge 
garnered quite a lot of necessary 
items for the church. We must 
remember, though, that supplies are 
needed all year long, and there are 
still a few things on the list.

The Easter services were lovely. 
The cross and wreath on the floor 
was a special reminder of Christ’s 
death, and the basket of daffodils 
a sign of renewal. Everyone got to 
take a few home with them.

The Syrian refugee program in 
Williams Lake is ongoing. To make 
donations from 100 Mile House, 
or anywhere, please send them to 
St. Peter’s Church, PO Box 4346, 
Williams Lake, BC, V2G 2x4, 
so receipts can be made out. One 
family is already in residence and 
application has been made for 
another to move there. Williams 
Lake is hosting a “Soup for Syria” 
supper in the Valley Room at the 
Red couch Inn in 100 Mile House 
on Friday, May 13th to raise money 
for refugees.

The World Day of Prayer, writ-
ten by the women of Cuba, went 
extremely well on March 4th. 
The 7 Day Adventists, Latter Day 
Saints, United Church, and the 
Catholic Church took part in the 
service with us. I was very pleased 
to be able to have a variety of 

music. Ludwig Luetke played the 
piano for most of the service and 
Jeffrey Newman played his djembe 
drum. Sister Maryanne played 
her guitar and led us in an “Echo 
Song” and Curtis Wolfe from the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
played an old hymn on his violin 
(accompanied by Jeffrey on drum 
and Ludwig on piano). We were 
thrilled to have Ingrid Mapson sing 
a solo which fit in very well with 
the theme of the service. The ACW 
did a great job of organizing food, 
tea, coffee and juice for fellowship 
after the service.

The World Day of Prayer was 
my last day here, as I went to Port 
Coquitlam to spend time with my 
daughter before and after the birth 
of her baby son, Niko Joel, on 
March 18. Diane Dulmage also has 
a new grandchild, as do Erick and 
Sylvia Kurath, a girl named Ashley 
Marie, born April 1st. 

Thanks to Jenny, Ludwig and 
others who took over the Millsite 
service, March 10. I gather it 
was enjoyed by all. Also thanks 
to Wendy, Jenny and Ros for 
taking the Caregivers meetings 
twice while I was away. We have 
arranged for speakers for the next 
3 months. This will include a dem-
onstration of Tai Chi for the folks 
who are not so supple. 

Stemete7u’wi, the gathering 
place, is going strong. Keith did a 
demonstration of Sour dough bread 
making and everyone went home 
with sour dough starter. 

On the down side we give our 
condolences to Helen Stone on the 
passing of her husband Don, who 
went to be with the Lord on Janu-
ary 12th. 

On April 16 Erick and Sylvia 
Kurath again organized the spring 
free store in conjunction with the 
United Church. It went very well 
and all donations were GREATLY 
appreciated. Thanks to Sylvia and 
Erick for keeping St. Tim’s part 
going.

In celebration of Spring our 
ACW is putting on a Strawberry 
Tea on May 14th. There is to be 
a yard clean up bee the Saturday 
before, on May 7th.

Keith participated in the exciting 
process of choosing a name for the 
former Anglican Parishes of the 
Central Interior. 

Our treasurer, Caroline Von 
Westarp, is leaving us the end of 
April to take on a new job as vet in 
Kamloops. We wish her all the best 
in her new venture.

Holidays are coming up and 
Keith is preparing to ride his 
bike another section of his “cross 
Canada” ride. This time from 
Saskatoon to Winnipeg where he 
will meet up with family and then 
all ride to Thunder Bay. Kris’s hip 
is so much better and she will be 
driving again so may take the car 
along the same route and they will 
meet in the evenings.

And so, when you are sitting on 
your deck enjoying the sunshine 
this summer, remember: “The 
Good Lord didn’t create anything 
without a purpose, but mosquitoes 
come close.”

Submitted by Jayney Baker
St. Timothy’s, 100 Mile House

By The Rev. Isabel healy-Morrow
St. George’s, Kamloops

ValEnTInE’S day aT ST. 
gEORgE’S was very special this 
year! We were honoured on Feb. 14 
with a visit from Bishop Barbara, 
and she brought with her The Most 
Reverend Fred Hiltz, Primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada. 

Archbishop Fred really enjoyed 
his time with us. During Children’s 
Time, he talked about our hearts, 
what it means to have a strong 
heart in times of adversity, and 
having a heart for love. He told the 
beautiful story of St. Valentine, and 
then shared a special treat of foil-
wrapped chocolate hearts with the 
youngsters at story time. 

A little three-year-old boy named 
Zachary, who attends Sunday 
School at St. George’s, is waiting 
for his third open heart surgery 
as a result of a congenital heart 
defect. Archbishop Fred prayed for 
Zachary, and has asked us to keep 
in touch and let him know about 
Zach’s progress.

After the Eucharist, the Primate, 

who loves animals, was greeted 
affectionately by Mariah, Rev. Beth 
Marie’s service dog, who gave him 
a big wet kiss. Archbishop Fred 
was not at all taken aback by this 
joyful welcome, and gave her a big 
hug in return!

A splendid luncheon was held in 
honour of the Primate’s visit, with 
a Valentine theme. Archbishop Fred 
received a gift of a jade bear, and 
Bishop Barbara received the gift 
of something she had wanted for 
a long time – a new leatherbound 
Book of Alternative Services. 

The morning was a celebration 
– of St. Valentine, of love and of 
life in community. 

We were all touched by Arch-
bishop Fred’s sermon for the first 
Sunday in Lent, and look forward 
to the next time we see him. And 
in the meantime, we shall take his 
lessons about love, and carry them 
forward in word and deed.
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By Bud Smith
St. Paul’s, Kamloops

FaMIly, FRIEndS, and 
all colleague servants 
in Christ of our beloved 
Bishop Jim . . .

“Putting God in a box.” 
Those words found their way 

into many conversations with 
Jim Cruickshank. Occasionally 
spoken as an admonition, but 
much more often spoken as a 
reminder, of how each of us, can 
respond to risks and uncertainties 
we inevitably encounter along 
our own faith journey. 

Reconciliation.
Perhaps the single most pow-

erful action word in our Christian 
lives. But what does the word 
reconciliation mean?

Before, during, and follow-
ing his Episcopacy as Bishop of 
Cariboo, Jim Cruickshank lived 
out his calling, seeking ways to 
address divisions and hurts and 
barriers, everywhere he served, 
but especially amongst people in 
this territory.

Bishop Jim didn’t seek to 
define reconciliation. He sought 
to live reconciliation.

Living reconciliation, was and 
remains the foundation stone 
for all that happened in our 
faith community, leading up to 
and flowing out of, the Quesnel 
Synod led by Bishop Jim over 
the weekend of October 13, 14, 
and 15 in the year 2000.

As we were struggling in 
the 1990s through continuous 
exhausting expensive litigation, 
most often brought against us by 
Canada’s national government, 
Bishop Jim did something more 
useful than responding to that 
secular imposition. 

He instead devoted even more 
time with First Nation people 
across the Diocese than he had 
previously. Time to listen deeply, 
and most importantly begin to 
hear of an enduring desire by our 
sisters and brothers in Christ to 
forgive, and heal, and reconcile 
… so that together, we may 
begin sharing the journey that is 

our faith. 
At one of our frequent lunches 

during that most uncertain time, 
Bishop Jim told me of a transfor-
mative event following one of his 
many meetings around Lillooet 
and Lytton, when as he drove 
home alone late in the evening, 
on that often dark and lonely 
road near Pavilion, his reflec-
tions on what he had listened to 
that day caused him to pull his 
car over and park, so he could 
simply weep, uncontrollably.

It was from those experi-
ences, from that deep listening 
with First Nation people in 
First Nation settings, that the 
ideas and principles, which 
would guide our conduct as 
we addressed the diminishing 
structural circumstances of our 
Diocese, were formed and began 
to take root.  

As our Synod approached, it 
became manifest that as an act of 
atonement the Diocese of Cari-
boo would be asked to sacrifice 
its existence, willingly, in order 
to take an early step along a 
journey towards healing and rec-
onciliation amongst people and 
communities in our territory.

At that Synod, Bishop Jim 

led us to adopt for the journey 
upon which we still travel, three 
guiding principles, which are: 
consider first the needs of First 
Nation people, second consider 
the needs of Parish communities, 
third and last consider structural 
needs of the Province of Brit-
ish Columbia and the Anglican 
Church of Canada.

Of the three, Bishop Jim 
understood the most difficult 
uncertain and risk filled principle 
would be about church structure 
needs, but that it also would be 
the least important in the context 
of reconciliation.

It was and remains, at times, 
an uncertain journey and a risky 
path on which to travel. But it 

enabled Bishop Jim to lift the lid 
from structures that had placed 
“God in a box,” and enabled Jim 
to teach all of us, the reconcilia-
tion we had talked about during 
that Synod, is something to be 
lived, by individuals, with each 
other, in the communities of our 
territory.   

Jim Cruickshank taught us that 
reconciliation is not done alone; 
it is not achieved by the acts or 
declarations of someone else; it 
is not a government program. 
Rather, as we seek through rec-
onciliation to restore something 
that has been lost, we must act 
together, and act through per-
sonal engagement.

As reconciliation engages us 
nationally, it may be timely to 
live lessons Bishop Jim taught 
us in this territory, namely, focus 
less on what others need do, or 
on the fine words each of us can 
utter in support of declarations 
from afar, and focus more on 
the impact from our own church 
structures, so together we can 
find ways to live reconciliation 
humbly, in the communities 
where we reside. 

By archbishop Fred hiltz
Anglican Church of Canada

lOVE, RESPECT, hUMIlITy, 
TRUTh, hOnESTy, courage, and 
wisdom.

Many of you will recognize 
those qualities as the Seven 
Sacred Teachings of Indigenous 
Peoples. While all of us are 
invited to live by them, there are 
some who embody them in such 
a way as to be exemplary for all 
the rest of us. Jim was one of 
those people.

While I was sorry that I could 
not attend the celebration of his 
life at Christ Church Cathedral 
in Vancouver in January, I was 
absolutely delighted when 
I heard that Bishop Barbara 
intended to have a service here 

at the Cathedral in Kamloops. 
Somehow it began to feel all 
the more fitting that this be the 
liturgy I attend, with you the dear 
people of God in the Anglican 
Parishes of the Central Interior 
as it was when you were Cariboo 
and Jim was your bishop.

To this office, he brought a 
wide range of experience in min-
istry. He was known far and wide 
for his intellect and his kindness, 
his wisdom and his wit. He had 
a keen mind and a big heart. He 
loved stories — he loved to hear 
them and he loved to tell them. 
Indeed that was a hallmark of his 
preaching and teaching. He had a 
profound knowledge of the New 
Testament and had an incredible 
way of helping us see our lives 
as words within the Word. Jim’s 

teaching, as much by example as 
by word, brought many people to 
faith in Christ.

Deeply committed to theo-
logical education and ongoing 
spiritual formation for all the 
baptized, Jim was the founding 
director of the Sorrento Centre. 
From its earliest days to now, it 
has been “a holy place of trans-
formation, for learning, healing 
and belonging.” 

As a professor of Pastoral The-
ology and Director of Continuing 
Education at Vancouver School 
of Theology, Jim influenced a 
couple of generations of those 
preparing for ministry in our 
Church. With characteristic 
humility he would say he was as 
engaged by them as they were 
by him.

As a pastor himself, he was 
modest, humble and constant in 
his labours. 

As a priest, he knew the heart 
of his ministry to be the Eucha-
rist, that wondrous meal in which 
Christ nourishes us for our work 
in the world. 

As Dean of Christ Church 
Cathedral in Vancouver, he was 
innovative and imaginative. He 
opened its doors to absolutely 
everyone. Beautiful liturgy and 
remarkable outreach gave the 
Cathedral a profile in that city for 
which it is renowned to this day.

Jim’s style of episcopal minis-
try was a beautiful reflection of 
the prayer of the people of God 
at the time of consecrating a new 
bishop.

u See JIM TRULY, Page 6
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three tributes honour the leadership, ministry and gifts of Bishop Jim Cruickshank

Lifting God out of the box

archbishop John Privett, Bishop Barbara andrews and archbishop Fred hiltz at  Bishop Jim’s service. Jim is pictured below.
Photo by Dan Krausert

Known for his intellect, kindness and wisdom

By Mary dove
St. Paul’s, Kamloops

wE In ThE dIOCESE OF 
Cariboo were so very 
blessed to experience 
Bishop Jim’s leadership 
and friendship for a decade. 
He personified the age-old 
song, “God loves you and I 
love you and that’s the way 
it should be Alleluia!” 

I was so very privileged 
to work with Bishop Jim as 
he launched his vision of 
Lay Ministers of Word and 
Sacrament in the Diocese 
of Cariboo. He often shared 
that the idea for this new 
ministry came from his 
continuous drives from one 
parish to the other. He so 
loved his time on the road 
to see the land, to think his 
thoughts, to commune with 
his God and to plan for the 
future. 

The numerous small 
unused churches dotting 
our highways called out to 
him. He was also moved by 
the number of lay people 
who felt a call to be more 
intimately involved with 
liturgy. 

Out of these two realiza-
tions Bishop Jim developed 
the hope and vision of com-
munities of faith rising in 
these isolated areas. As the 
ministry of Lay Minister of 
Word and Sacrament moved 
forward, Bishop Jim provid-
ed his loving support for a 
high standard of theological 
training, constant network-
ing and an incredible faith 
in the gifts of the lay people. 

This new ministry was 
not without controversy 
but Bishop Jim had such a 
deep understanding of his 
Episcopal responsibility 
and the concept of power 
and authority rooted in 
everyone’s baptismal vows 
that he was able to steer us 
into a clearer vision of our 
ministry.

This great faith in the 
ministry of lay people was 
true not only for Lay Minis-
ters of Word and Sacrament 
but he lived it with all, 
everyone he encountered as 
he walked with us on our 
journeys. 

Bishop Jim had the gifts 
of incredible intellect, 
absolute integrity, complete 
empathy and a deep sacred-
ness that he willingly shared 
with all. 

I remember one young 
man who was not a church-
goer saying that when you 
talked with Bishop Jim you 
felt that you were the most 
important person in his 
world and that he could help 
you open doors to a better 
you. 

u See HIS BELIEF, Page 4

great faith 
and vision  
in ministry 

of lay people

u See HE ENABLED, Page 5
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u Continued from Page 3
In 1998, a group of amateur 

actors in Kamloops had a vision 
of all three parishes mounting 
the play Fiddler on the Roof. It 
meant that each parish and the 
diocese had to contribute $2,500 
dollars to a total of $10,000 dol-
lars before they could even get 
started.

Bishop Jim not only gave his 
Episcopal consent to this project 
but he wholeheartedly supported 
it and even enjoyed playing the 
part of a robed rabbi in a couple 
of performances. 

The play was a success both 
financially and as a holy happen-
ing for many.

Bishop Jim’s belief in the 
ministry of the laity both in the 
church and in the world put him 
well ahead of his time. 

He has had a vast impact on the 
whole church and on the church’s 
concept on the work of the laity 
in the Church and in the world. 

He has been a pioneer in help-

ing us begin to turn this great  
big church bus around a huge 
corner. We are slowly moving 
from a largely hierarchical insti-
tution of God which we inherited 
to a community of disciples, each 
equally loved and respected for 
who we are. 

Thank you Jim for your vision, 
your legacy, your faith in us and 
your selfless leadership. 

We will do our best to continue 
your prayers, that God keep on 
developing faithful ministers so 
that all may indeed be agents of 
God’s mission in the world.

whEn wE BId fare-
well to Dean Louise 
Peters a tear ago, 
Bishop Barbara initi-

ated a search process for a new 
Dean and Rector at the Cathedral. 
It has been a long time of transi-
tion wedged between two Easter 
celebrations. 

This year, while we celebrated 
Easter at the two regular Sunday 
services, some parishioners par-
ticipated in two other services. 
The Rev. Canon Dr. David Sin-
clair celebrated Eucharist at a 
sunrise service, which has become 
a regular Easter event in the past 
decade. 

On Holy Saturday, Bud 
Forbes and his helpers 
erected three large crosses 
on the beach at the con-
fluence of the North and 
South Thompson Rivers. 

Early Easter morning a 
crackling fire welcomed 
two dozen parishioners to 
a misty service with the 
musical accompaniment 
by a choir of robins. 

During the service, 
some old, worn altar cloths 
were ceremonially burned 
on the fire and after the 
service, the congregants 
helped dismantle and 
remove the crosses.

The fourth service on 
Easter Sunday was a 
prayer service held in the 
mid-station Chapel on the 
slopes of the Sun Peaks 
Ski Resort. 

These services are held 
every Sunday during the 
skiing season. The congre-

gation – only a few or a chapel 
full – arrive on skis, and are from 
all over the world. 

The services originally involved 
several Kamloops churches, but 
presently are solely a ministry of 
St. Paul’s. A dozen parishioners 
alternate leading the services 
which are coordinated by Dwight 
Oatway. On Easter Sunday, 
Dwight welcomed 30 local and 
visiting skiers to the final service 
scheduled for the season.

After Easter, our transition 
period quickly wrapped up. First, 
we said au revoir to David Sin-
clair as he returned to his home in 
the Laurentian Mountains. 

David’s wife Georgia and her 
sister Mary were present during 
David’s last service here on April 
3rd, and they added their lovely 
voices as part of the choir. 

Afterward the service, we 
gathered in the parish hall for a 
delicious potluck luncheon and to 
thank David for his involvement 
as part of the leadership team at 
the Cathedral, since last fall. Lee 
Emery and Joan Lukow presented 
David with gifts of thanks. 

This was truly a celebration of 
David’s ministry amongst 
us. David says this may 
have been his last job. 
We are truly happy to 
have been part of his long 
career.

A week later, we wel-
comed Ken and Kathie 
Gray to our St. Paul’s 
family. Ken and Kathie 
have roots in the area, 
having exchanged mar-
riage vows at St. Paul’s. 

After the service, there 
was a time of fellowship 
as we enjoyed another 
Rae Long cake. Ken and 
Kathie quickly became 
busy renewing old friend-
ships and establishing 
new ones. 

Three weeks later on 
May 1st, with Bishop 
Barbara officiating, the 
Very Rev. Ken Gray was 
installed as Rector of St. 
Paul’s and Dean of the 
Anglican Parishes of the 

Central Interior (APCI). It has 
been over 12 years since we wel-
comed a new Dean of APCI. 

There were many clergy and 
laity from throughout APCI in 
attendance. The Very Rev. Paul 
Kennington, Dean of the Diocese 
of Montreal preached during the 
service. For St. Paul’s, Ken’s 
installation ends a lengthy transi-
tion period and is a significant 
step forward in our communal 
journey of faith.

On Sunday, April 10th, when 

we welcomed Ken and Kathie, 
we also thanked the Rev. Canons 
Sandra and Tom Sugden, verbally 
and with cake, for their dedicated 
leadership during transition. 

We again also wish to thank the 
search committee for their hard 
work that has brought us Ken. 

We especially thank our dear 
Bishop Barbara for her love, care 
and guidance.

Submitted by Chuck Kalnin
St. Paul’s, Kamloops
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An appreciative sendoff 
and a warm welcome

at top, the congregation at the misty sunrise Easter Eucharist.
above, the mid-mountain chapel at Sun Peaks Ski Resort.

St. Paul’S
Kamloops

‘DAviD sAys this mAy hAvE BEEn his lAst JoB.  
wE ArE truly hAPPy to hAvE BEEn PArt of his long CArEEr’

georgia and david Sinclair and georgia’s sister Mary are pictured at the potluck dinner which 
followed david’s final service at St. Paul’s. The gathering was arranged to thank david for his 
involvement as part of the leadership team at the Cathedral. at left, Sandra and Tom Sugden cut a 
cake presented to them with appreciation for their dedication during the leadership transition.

This is Chuck Kalnin’s last report from St. Paul’s for The Anglican Link.  After six years of meeting deadlines as the Cathedral’s correspondent, Chuck is passing on the torch. We at The Link are deeply appreciative of your thoughtful contributions, Chuck — Thank yOU!

On SUnday, aPRIl 10th, 23 
students and staff from the Teen 
Challenge program in Winfield, 
B.C. visited St. George’s in North 
Kamloops. 

Teen Challenge is a residential 
program for young men who have 
had trouble in the past with drugs 
and/or alcohol. Many have also been 
in trouble with the law as a result of 
their addictions.

Teen Challenge is a program that 
started in New York City in the 
1960s by Rev. David Wilkerson, 
and has been in B.C. for more than a 
decade.  The program is completely 

run by donations and does not 
receive any government subsidies.

The students live in a Christian 
boarding school and attend Bible 
study and worship each day. Medical 
support, hot meals, clothing, coun-
selling and warm beds are provided.  
Each student has made a personal 
choice to leave the past behind, quit 
drugs and alcohol, and turn their 
lives over to Christ. Volunteer work 
and a graduated return to the work 
force takes place towards the end of 
the year-long program. The goal is to 
have each student drug and alcohol 
free, living independently and in the 

work force. 
The results are miraculous, with 

over 80 percent of the students suc-
cessfully completing this one year 
program. For the past 10 years, the 
Teen Challenge students have been 
travelling to St. George’s in a big 
van to visit, to share their personal 
testimonies, and receive love and 
affection from the congregation. 

Rector’s Warden Shirlee Browett  
has been their champion for many 
years, and has organized Christmas 
care packages for each student for 
many years. Her efforts were hon-
oured at a recent Sunday service 

with a round of applause and great 
appreciation expressed by the stu-
dents. 

The Teen Challenge students 
enjoyed meeting the parishioners 
who have supported them and 
prayed for them, and the parish-
ioners enjoyed meeting the young 
men. Hugs, tears, and laughter were 
the order of the day.  

We hope to see them again in the 
fall, and hear about what great things 
God has been doing in their lives!

  
Submitted by Rev. Isabel Healy-Morrow

St. George’s, Kamloops

Visit marks 10 years of support
his belief in the ministry of laity 
put him well ahead of his time

tribute
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u Continued from Page 3
Bishop Jim’s relationship with 

First Nation communities and 
people was earned. Earned by 
being a servant leader. Earned by 
giving loyalty. Earned by display-
ing trust. Earned by demonstrat-
ing respect. Earned by speaking 
honestly, even when the message 
wasn’t sought nor easy to hear. 
Earned by authenticity and humil-
ity, while visiting people in their 
communities.

As someone privileged to have 

observed Jim Cruickshank engage 
with people across this territory, a 
territory that had formed and nur-
tured his own service of Christ, I 
remember a person who enabled 
others to feel dignity, through 
his own kindness, empathy, and 
authentic compassion; and a 
person whose strength, discipline, 

and will to succeed informed a 
tendency to ensure important 
decisions resulted in doing what 
was right.

To Bishop Jim’s family we are 
grateful to have shared such a fine 
person. 

And for all in our communities, 
who like me, found in Jim a true 
friend, a patient mentor and a 
rock of support when required … 
I say simply, it is with deep love 
that I pray Jim, you now rest in 
peace.
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By ken gray
Territorial Dean, Rector, St. Paul’s

I aM PlEaSEd TO offer a few 
words for the Link in order to 
greet the parishes and people 
of the territory. I do pray that 

my late submission will be “just 
in the nick of time.”

As part of my installation as 
territorial dean I made some 
declarations and offered some 
greetings which I am pleased to 
repeat here:

I acknowledge with gratitude 
the history and tradition of the 
First Peoples of this territory and 
look forward to strengthening our 
common life together. I recommit 
myself to a healing and reconcili-
ation journey and will encourage 
this same travel in the cathedral 
parish. 

I remain so grateful for the 
welcome and encouragement of 
Bishop Barbara and other APCI/

Territorial officers and leadership 
volunteers. 

I am impatient to learn about 
and experience parish-based  min-
istry throughout the territory. I 
appreciate the expressed wisdom 
of the pastoral elders who 
ardently desire that we both name 
ourselves and function together as 
one people. 

I rejoice in the possibilities for 
ecumenical and interfaith con-
versation and cooperation which 
exist in Kamloops and I hope 
elsewhere. We all share in the gift 
of life, itself bounded by birth and 
death. What we do between these 

two temporal poles is entirely up 
to us. So let us do everything we 
can, together. 

I am pleased to identify as 
a resident of Kamloops (not 
Kelowna!) an interesting, diverse, 
energetic and ecologically beauti-
ful city and region. I acknowledge 
some current tensions around 
balancing environmental sustain-
ability with economic stability. I 
hear similar stories elsewhere in 
the world. I pray that the cathe-
dral, and indeed all parishes, can 
be a place of safe, respectful and 
truthful dialogue building up the 
common good. 

I bring greetings from the 
Anglican Communion Envi-
ronmental Network, my former 
diocese of BC, and my former 
parish of Colwood and Langford; 
also from the disability commu-
nity which I serve and embody 
through the Canadian National 
Institute for the Blind. 

I greet with delight the arts 
community in which I have 
functioned as both musician 
and photo-artist for much of my 
life. The arts interpret, present 
and engage the beauty which 
surrounds us, beautifully and pro-
vocatively.

Finally I greet those who care 
for the vulnerable in so many 
ways, both at St. Paul’s and in 
other parishes. I place myself 
clearly within the social gospel 
stream of historical Anglicanism, 
where what we do for “the least 
of these” drives “most of our 
ministry.” 

I acknowledge with gratitude 
the contributions of my predeces-
sors, especially deans Louse, 
Nick, Gordon and even Pat Lee 
who I met only once though thor-
oughly enjoyed. 

Finally, I express my delight 
in my staff here at St. Paul’s and 
look forward to our shared adven-
tures ahead.

From the bottom of my heart 
(and at this point, I cried . . . ) , 
Kathie and I thank you for your 
local and territorial welcome. 

One-time Sorrento Centre 
director Fran Haberlin used to say 
two things when gathering. Gee, 
it’s good to be here . . . and where 
do we go from here?

I say, it’s wonderful to be here 
 . . .  and Kathie and I are not 
going anywhere.

New post brings
gratitude, delight

ken and kathie gray are welcomed to 
St. Paul’s with a special cake.

St. Paul’S
Kamloops

georgia and david Sinclair and georgia’s sister Mary are pictured at the potluck dinner which 
followed david’s final service at St. Paul’s. The gathering was arranged to thank david for his 
involvement as part of the leadership team at the Cathedral. at left, Sandra and Tom Sugden cut a 
cake presented to them with appreciation for their dedication during the leadership transition.

This is Chuck Kalnin’s last report from St. Paul’s for The Anglican Link.  After six years of meeting deadlines as the Cathedral’s correspondent, Chuck is passing on the torch. We at The Link are deeply appreciative of your thoughtful contributions, Chuck — Thank yOU!

On SUnday, aPRIl 10th, 23 
students and staff from the Teen 
Challenge program in Winfield, 
B.C. visited St. George’s in North 
Kamloops. 

Teen Challenge is a residential 
program for young men who have 
had trouble in the past with drugs 
and/or alcohol. Many have also been 
in trouble with the law as a result of 
their addictions.

Teen Challenge is a program that 
started in New York City in the 
1960s by Rev. David Wilkerson, 
and has been in B.C. for more than a 
decade.  The program is completely 

run by donations and does not 
receive any government subsidies.

The students live in a Christian 
boarding school and attend Bible 
study and worship each day. Medical 
support, hot meals, clothing, coun-
selling and warm beds are provided.  
Each student has made a personal 
choice to leave the past behind, quit 
drugs and alcohol, and turn their 
lives over to Christ. Volunteer work 
and a graduated return to the work 
force takes place towards the end of 
the year-long program. The goal is to 
have each student drug and alcohol 
free, living independently and in the 

work force. 
The results are miraculous, with 

over 80 percent of the students suc-
cessfully completing this one year 
program. For the past 10 years, the 
Teen Challenge students have been 
travelling to St. George’s in a big 
van to visit, to share their personal 
testimonies, and receive love and 
affection from the congregation. 

Rector’s Warden Shirlee Browett  
has been their champion for many 
years, and has organized Christmas 
care packages for each student for 
many years. Her efforts were hon-
oured at a recent Sunday service 

with a round of applause and great 
appreciation expressed by the stu-
dents. 

The Teen Challenge students 
enjoyed meeting the parishioners 
who have supported them and 
prayed for them, and the parish-
ioners enjoyed meeting the young 
men. Hugs, tears, and laughter were 
the order of the day.  

We hope to see them again in the 
fall, and hear about what great things 
God has been doing in their lives!

  
Submitted by Rev. Isabel Healy-Morrow

St. George’s, Kamloops

Visit marks 10 years of support
he enabled others to feel dignity

tribute

St. george’S
Kamloops



2 The Anglican Link SUMMER 2016 

wE aT ST. alBan’S 
were so happy 
to finally be able 
to shout it out 

on Easter morning . . . Alle-
luia! . . . and again we shouted, 
Alleluia! Spring began early this 
year and the green sagebrush hills 
in our river valley were singing 
Alleluia! too.  

Local flower gardens were 
weeks ahead of their usual 
schedule, and the eye-candy they 
delivered was so appreciated after 
our Canadian-winter hibernation.  
Lilac season is here. A visiting 
singing artist once called Ashcroft 
“Lilacville” as pioneers had plant-
ed so many of them everywhere.

We entered spring with antici-
pation and joy — new happenings 
were in the works. We have begun 
a study using a book by Marcus 
Borg, titled Speaking Christian.  
This book is letting some fresh 
breezes blow through our brains.    
We meet in the hall after wor-
ship to have a potluck lunch and 
discussion time. This  learn-and-
share time is open to all and good 
learning, and sometimes heated 
exchanges, take place.

 Plum Village Meditation Group 
continues to meet on the last 
Friday evening of each month.  
And we have had some new 
people join the group again — 
just when we were wondering if it 
was time to make some changes 
in the gathering.

Planning is underway for par-
ticipation in the Spiritual Gather-
ing the Sunday of the Wellness 
and Children’s Festival, this year 
on July 17. This multi-faith group 

is made up of people from First 
Nations, Hare Krishna, Baha’i 
and several Christian churches, all 
these communities work and wor-
ship locally. The theme developed 
together this year is “The Joy of 
Sacred Sound” and it promises to 
be a great experience of sacred 
music from the various faith tradi-
tions. Come if you are able — it’s 
held at the Heritage Park and the 
outdoor service begins at 10 am. 
Bring along a chair and an open 
heart prepared to worship with 
joy in song! And be prepared for a 
surprise as well!

We were asked to keep a Bible 
Study group going at Jackson 
House Extended Care, which is 
in the east section of the Ashcroft 
Hospital. Betty White, Rev. Jim 
White’s 96 year-old mother who 
is a resident, had been organizing 
it but found she needed some help 
as it was becoming a strain to pre-
pare for a weekly study. When our 
Rev. Canon Deacon Lois Petty 
was approached to assist, the 
answer was a resounding “yes.”  

We are using the Good News 
Bible version in very large print 
— more convenient for people to 
read and understand. Karyn prints 
each week’s lesson and finds 
interesting pictures to supplement 
the readings. These are much 
appreciated by the residents who 
attend the study. We sing from 

the facility’s gospel song book for 
about 20 minutes before reading 
and discussing the Bible reading. 
Right now, we are working our 
way through the book of Matthew 
and are just completing Chapter 
10 .  

In addition to Rev Lois, Karyn, 
Martina and Lorraine attend as 
they are able. We laugh a lot and 
the regulars get a kick out of the 
fact that many go down the hall 
each week to play Blackjack after 
the study finishes. From Bible 
study to the casino!  

Lois Hill also take 
turns to supply piano 
music for worship 
time in the afternoon 
on the first Sunday of 
each month at Jackson 
House.

Soup’s On teams 
continue to work hard 
on Fridays to supply 
wholesome meals for 
about 80 people. One 
week, 113 showed up. 
We are always looking 
for volunteers to help 
and a great time is had 
by the hosting team as 
well as the guests.

We ended April with 
a glorious gathering to 
celebrate the Sacred 
Order of Deacons. Mar-
tina Duncan and Angus 
Muir were ordained as 
deacons on April 25. 
Attendees arrived from 
all over the Territory of the People 
to help celebrate this momentous 
occasion. Angus and Martina are 
the first people to be ordained 

as locally-trained deacons in our 
Territory.

Bishop Barbara Andrews of-
ficiated and our former ministry 
developer, Rev. Dan Hines, gave a 

reflection of advice directed at 
Angus and Martina, concerning 
the text from Ephesians 4. The 
congregation was allowed to 
eavesdrop on this very meaning-
ful advice that was relevant to 
anyone on their spiritual journey.  

We were thrilled to have John 
Pierro and Ralph Sandy from 
Bonaparte drum and sing us two 
honour songs during the service.  

The church was overflowing 
and all were welcomed to a feast 
in the hall afterwards. Guests 
were offered evergreen seedlings 
as they left the hall as symbols of 
the new life at St. Alban’s.  Con-
gratulations to these two “good 
and faithful servants.”

  Bishop Barbara Andrews has 
appointed Rev. Peter van der 
Leslie as one-eighth-time mentor 
to assist Angus and Martina in 
their service as deacons.  

 We at St. Alban’s are grateful 
and have been truly blessed in 
many ways this spring.   

 
Submitted by Karyn Bryson

St. Alban’s, Ashcroft
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Bonaparte drummers 
perform honour songs

Bishop Barbara Andrews officiated at the ordination of Martina Duncan and 
Angus Muir as deacons on April 25 at St. Alban’s.

u Continued from Page 3
“Through him increase your 

Church, renew its ministry and 
unite its members in a holy fel-
lowship of truth and love … 
Enable him as a true shepherd to 
feed and nurture your flock … 
Give him humility that he may 
use his authority to heal, not to 
hurt, to build not to destroy.” (p. 
639, Book of Alternative Ser-
vices)

When things became very 
difficult in the diocese through 
litigation arising from the horrors 
of abuse in the residential schools, 
especially at St. George’s in 
Lytton, Jim listened to the stories 
of adult survivors and he wept 
with them. 

He prayed and vowed to 
accompany them in their journeys 
of healing. When the diocese 
faced a very uncertain future, 
Jim along with the Chancellor 
and other leaders in the diocese, 
guided the Synod in making deci-
sions that were difficult but neces-
sary and more than that, right.

I have such respect for Jim 
that I would not in such a tribute 
as this presume to paraphrase 

him. To truly honour his name, 
his mind, his heart, I feel com-
pelled to quote him. To that end I 
requested of the archives of The 
General Synod, copies of articles 
and interviews that appeared in 
the Anglican Journal and the dioc-
esan paper concerning the wind 
up of the diocese at the end of the 
year 2000.

Here are a few of the things Jim 
said.

“I believe that we are not truly 
free to be the Church of the 
future until we turn over to God 
our short comings of the past 
… God not only expects us to 
acknowledge our mistakes but to 
learn from them and do something 
about them.”

At the very height of litigation 
and the looming of bankruptcy, 
he said.

“I pray the day will come when 
litigation will be behind us, and 
we will be able to reflect with 
fresh gospel eyes in a spirit of for-
giveness in which we move from 
litigation to liberation.”

In one of many interviews he 
was asked “What do you think 
forgiveness will look like?”.

“You begin by hearing the 
stories,” he said, “then you feel 
the pain and participate in it. In 
all this you suffer vicariously with 
Christ. Then you offer apology 
that has to be genuine and be fol-
lowed with some actions.”

When asked about the nature of 
reconciliation, Jim said,

“I believe our role as a Church 
and as a people who provide 
pastoral care to those who are 
marginalized or hurt or broken in 
any way is to be concerned with 
listening, forgiveness, with recon-
ciliation. What we really must be 
concerned about is healing.”

Jim always encouraged the 
faithful to trust in the Holy Spirit 
whose guidance would carry them 
in the days and months and years 
ahead.

“No matter what happens to 
our assets” he said, “God’s word 
will be proclaimed, the bread 
will be broken, and we will care 
for people inside and outside the 
Church. We will continue to work 

for healing and reconciliation.”
Through it all Jim was enor-

mously grateful for the counsel of 
his good friend and Metropolitan, 
David Crawley, who from the 
outset had promised the people of 
the diocese that they would not be 
left by the wayside. Jim appreci-
ated the way in which David 
faithfully accompanied them.

Of the people of the Diocese, 
Jim said,

“I’ve learned that these people 
are made of awfully good stuff. 
I hear them saying, ‘The church 
is more than the buildings we 
inhabit. If we lose them we might 
end up being stronger than ever.”

Of the clergy of the day, Jim 
said, “I have to say I’m incred-
ibly proud and strengthened and 
encouraged by their leadership. 
Clergy have risen to this pastoral 
challenge almost without excep-
tion. There are a few situations 
where it has been particularly 
tough for them. Overall though, 
they have been remarkable. Some 
who were ready to leave and 
go other places have decided to 
stay. Some have even come here 
because they feel they are needed. 

Isn’t that remarkable?”
Jim believed with his whole 

heart that out of its contrition the 
Church would be born again. It 
would be more humble. It would 
be more biblical. The gospel 
would be placed afresh at the 
center of its life and work.

In time, the Anglican Parishes 
of the Central Interior would 
emerge as a new expression of 
the Church in these parts and its 
character and witness would be 
marked by a new relationship 
with Indigenous Peoples. Jim set 
the tone for the kind of episcopal 
leadership required for this jour-
ney. Many of us know that it was 
a source of great delight for him 
that both Gordon Light and Bar-
bara Andrews have taken a similar 
approach in their ministries, the 
fruit of which has been consider-
able healing, beautiful gestures 
of reconciliation, commissioning 
of pastoral elders and amazing 
developments in the spirit of 
self determination envisioned by 
Indigenous Peoples in The Cov-
enant of 1994.

We honour the life and labours 
of Jim Cruickshank.

Jim truly believed the Church would be born again

St. alban’S
Ashcroft

Martina duncan and angus Muir cut the cake given 
to them by the congregation.

tribute
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ElaInE waTT IS OUR Own special 
Librarian who looks after both the St. 
Peter’s library and the rotating APCI 
library.

 She is pictured at left after complet-
ing a great job of weeding out old books 
and replacing them with newly donated 
books. What a treasure for everyone!

During Lent, Rev. Keith Dobyns pre-
sented us with a Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study, 12-step spirituality which was 
enjoyed by different parishioners. Also, 
after church on Sunday, a Bible Study on 
the Gospel of St. Luke was offered.

 We are happy to have Kris back with 
us after her recovery time from a hip 
replacement.

 Messy Church gatherings continue on 
a monthly basis. Pictured at right below 
is a photo from our February gathering 
with Lucas and his creative star. In the 

background you will see a colourful tent 
used as a place for the magi (the wise 
men from the East) to stay on their way 
to Bethlehem, and a home for Mary and 
Joseph in Egypt. 

At the March Messy Church, nine 
children participated in a range of 
Easter-related activities — from decorat-
ing cupcakes with a cross and eating 
them for a snack, to using onion skins to 
decorate Easter eggs, which were later 
used for our Agape meal. 

There is also a photo at left below of 
the beautiful Easter flags the children 
and adults created. Other activities 

included assembling a puzzle of The 
Last Supper and hand washing. 

A Resurrection gathering was held at 
the April Messy Church.

Our Lent began on Shrove Tuesday 
with our usual pancake supper shared 
with the United Church congregation at 
St. Peter’s. The Ash Wednesday service 
took place the next morning. Holy Week 
services culminated with 29 people on 
Holy Saturday for a wonderful Easter 
Vigil at St. Luke’s Alexis Creek and a 
beautiful Easter Morning celebration at 
St. Peter’s.

By the time you read this, we will 
have wrapped up our spring yard sale 
and begun planting our community 
garden. Happy spring and summer 
everyone.

Submitted by Jeanie Vant
St. Peter’s, Williams Lake

PREPaRaTIOnS aRE 
SPEEdIng up, as our 
90th anniversary celebra-
tion fast approaches. 

Committees are meeting, his-
tory is being gathered, costumes 
assembled and arrangements for 
tent, tables, food etc. are being 
made. I hear the weatherman 
saying we need those June rains, 
but hopefully not the June 11th 
weekend rain!

Verne and his crew have 

changed the flooring in the 
entrance of the church hall and 
in the bathroom. Now we will be 
needing a work party for some 
more painting. We have been 
finishing the placing of markers 
at the cemeteries and our “go-to-
guy” Shane will be giving both 
cemeteries a mowing.

We are gathering in all sorts of 
goodies for our garage sale on the 
Mother’s Day weekend. Sadly 
one of our newer members is 

moving to the Island, which will 
benefit our sale, but will leave a 
gap in our midst. Paula and Jim 
will be missed. 

This sale is our main fundraiser 
for the year, which allows us to 
support various outreach groups 

in town.
Rev. Dan Krausert will take the 

service that weekend, so he and 
Daphne will be able to experi-
ence St. Peter’s men’s cuisine, 
as they prepare the coffee time 
after the service — our Mother’s 
Day treat! Our minister Don and 
his wife Emily are off on a trip to 
England. Don will do anything 
to get out of making food for that 
occasion!

We are looking forward to St. 

George’s supper coming up soon. 
I hear they will be feeding the 
Queen. 

We will be having the Queen 
attend our anniversary in June 
with one of her guardsmen! 
Wonderful that we can celebrate 
a great lady and the many mile-
stones in her life. Blessings to you 
all.

                   
Submitted by Phil Churchill

St. Peter’s, Monte Creek
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Queen Elizabeth to attend anniversary

Parish library a treasure for everyone
St. Peter’S

Williams Lake

Elaine watt’s valuable work as the librarian at St. Peter’s is 
very much appreciated. Thank you! Pictured below are the 
colourful Easter flags made by the March participants of 
Messy Church.

Verne Churchill lays new flooring at the hall in 
preparation for the 90th anniversary festivities. 
at right, the anniversary work table. at far right, 
hilary and win Flatt work at homwood Cemetery.

St. Peter’S
Monte Creek

lucas and his star at the February Messy Church 
gathering. The magi tent can be seen at left.

Children at the 
March Messy 

Church learn how 
to decorate Easter 
eggs using onion 

skins. The eggs 
were later eaten at 

St. Peter’s agape 
meal. 
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loons, pictures, table decorations, 
entertainers and much good food. 
(Sorry no wine.) 

One of our very talented 10-
year-old youngsters, Tatianna 
Bodenham, wearing her traditional 
Ukrainian dance outfit, did a solo 
welcoming dance for us. Follow-

ing Tatianna, Marie Moore on her 
electric autoharp accompanied 
by her husband Glen on the bass 
guitar, played and sang for us. Our 
entertainment concluded with a 
half hour of old and new hymns 
by the 10th Avenue Senior Gospel 
Singers.

Many thanks are due to our 
interim rector Alexsis Saunders for 
her ideas, Zonia Wood for organiz-
ing the evening, Maurie Hay for 
her help with the games and the 
best mask contest and Philomena 
Hughes for her photography. The 
best mask prize went to another of 

our young people Sarah. 
All in all, we all had a great 

evening – then we all went to the 
confession and Ash Wednesday.

Submitted by Father Frank
St. Michael’s & All Angels,  Prince George

ThE EaSTER SEaSOn waS, 
as usual, a busy time at Grace 
Church. A Seder supper was 
held in the church hall on 
Maundy Thursday. This mean-
ingful lamb dinner is a Pass-
over Feast, a ceremonial meal 
commemorating the exodus 
of the Jews from Egypt. The 
event was coordinated by Carol 
Ullstrom and was followed by 
a service of foot washing and 
the stripping of the altar.

Our Good Friday service 
was held at Grace Church 
while the Easter vigil was at 
St. Michael’s. Both were well 
attended by members of both 
congregations. 

Our church was lovely on 
Easter morning. A “living 

cross” was placed at the front 
of the church and we decorated 
our plain cross with the flowers 
we had brought. The children 
enjoyed an Easter egg hunt in 
the church garden.

Our garden is coming alive 
and we will begin the work of 
clearing away the debris from 
winter and getting the ground 
ready for planting. Our garden 
continues to be a perfect place 
for quiet meditation and the 
birds and squirrels appreciate 
the safe haven. 

We are once again selling 
hanging baskets as a church 
fundraiser. The baskets are pre-
sold and will be delivered to 
the church on the 29th of May. 
On the following weekend we 

will hold our yard sale which 
is another major fundraiser for 
our church. 

We are preparing to bid a 
fond farewell to Martin and 
Laura Dey who joined our 
parish three years ago. Laura 
served on Parish Council, was 
a Lay Minister of Word and 
Sacrament, and organized such 
fun events as Mystery Night 
and Snow Golf. We wish them 
every happiness in their new 
home in Victoria. 

It is with sadness that we 

also bid farewell to Maureen 
and Sean Quinn and their 
daughter, Renae. Maureen has 
been active on Parish Council 
and worked in the garden and 
mowed the lawn. We wish 
them every happiness in their 
new home in Kelowna. 

We hope everyone will enjoy 
a relaxing summer before the 
busyness of September begins 
again.

Submitted by Barb Ellison
Grace Church, Prince George

In SPITE OF all the specu-
lation and rumours, we 
are still here, way up in 
Prince George. This year, 

2016, is going to be our year 
of change and growth, a year 
of experimenting with both 
new and old ideas and ways 
of being church here in Prince 
George.

Our Lenten time has begun 
with plans for joint services 
and celebrations with our 
sister parish, Grace Church, 
together we will be hosting 
and attending each other’s 
special events, Bible Studies 
and services.

On Saturday, Feb. 6, we 
hosted a wonderful Mardi 
Gras potluck supper and 
festival. This event was to be 
our first fun (no “d”) event for 
2016. Traditional Mardi Gras 
(Goodbye Fat) is the last day 
before Shrove Tuesday. Mardi 
Gras is a day when you can 
loosen up, dress up, do some-
thing you always were afraid 
to do, eat good food and for 
some, to enjoy a good glass 
of wine. 

St. Michael’s King Hall 
became a slice of Bourbon 
Street in New Orleans. It was 
decorated with banners, bal-
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garden work, plant sale herald return of sunny days 

Mardi Gras festival all about fun

St. michael’S & all angelS
Prince George

grace church
Prince George

The living 
cross on 

Easter 
Sunday 
at grace 
Church.

Tatianna 
Bodenham 
performs 
a Ukranian 
welcoming dance 
at the Mardi 
gras celebration. 
Maurie hay 
presents the best 
mask prize to 
Sarah.

when grace Church’s hanging baskets were delivered 
to the church last year, it was a lovely sunny day.  “we’re 
hoping the weather will be as beautiful this year,” writes 
Barb Ellison, just prior to the annual fundraiser. at right, 
ava haight assists at Communion.


