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You are…Wanted…Included…Affirmed 

Sunday, November 8, 2020, 10:00am 
Theme: Remembrance Day 

 indicates stand as you are able                     MV = More Voices 
Bold indicates participation by the people         VU = Voices United 

 
 

Core Values: Living Faith - Inclusive Fellowship - Joyful Service - 

Anti-Racist 

 

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE 
This week’s texts remind us there is nothing casual about living 
as a witness to God’s liberation and justice. It is a daily 
commitment, shared by each generation, with a readiness to 
respond, trusting the assurance this is the door to a realm-of-God 
life. Perhaps the challenge of a realm-of-God life is even more 
focused as we pause, remember, and reflect as part of the 
commemoration of Remembrance Day. This year, we can’t 
gather in large crowds; we can’t leave our poppies on the 
cenotaphs, monuments, and memorials; we can’t line the streets 
and watch people march past us. This year we have to be more 
intentional. More deliberate. More focused. What does 
Remembrance Day mean to you? Whom do you remember? As 
you pause, reflect, and remember what emotions are stirred 
within you and then what actions might be inspired? 
 
WELCOME & TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Welcome to this service of worship. We begin by acknowledging 
the traditional territory upon which we gather this morning. For 
many thousands of years, the Lheidli T’enneh have sought to 
walk gently on this land. We seek a renewed relationship with 
both the Indigenous and Metis Peoples, one based in honour, 
deep respect, and Right Relations. 
 
LIFE & MINISTRY 
 
CHRIST CANDLE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Rev. Dr. Neil Parker, military chaplain, 4th Canadian Division 

Training Centre in Meaford, ON) 
 
On this day of Remembrance, O God, we give thanks: 
 
For peacekeepers and pacifists; for those who served on the 
front lines, and those who protest and march; for those who 
volunteered and those who waited anxiously at home; for 
those who hoped that things would get better, and those who 
could not stand by and wait. 
 
We give thanks for those who believed that the world could be a 
better place. 
 
We remember those who paid the ultimate sacrifice, trusting 
that others could and would carry the torch. 
 
We give thanks for those who were once enemies who have 
become friends and allies. 
 
As we ground ourselves in Holy Mystery, may we be able to 
pause, reflect, and remember. 
 
HYMN:  Weep for the Dead      VU#526 
 
GATHERING PRAYER (Assistant)  
 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  
One: Friends, the great good news is that though we may sleep 
and fall short, God is always awake to our needs, and provides 
overflowingly. Though we may wander into the wildernesses of 
many temptations, God’s journey is one of focused and complete 
compassion. We are loved and forgiven. God will always 
embrace us, whether we are ready for such grace or not. In this, 
let us be assured 
All:   God’s love for us knows no limits. In our diversity the 
fullness of God is revealed to the world. This is what grounds 
us. This is what empowers us. This is what calls us into 
expressions of ministry that create safer space for everyone. 
God loves us, so we love others. 
 
 



Breaking Open the Word with Scripture 

SCRIPTURE:                Matthew 25:1-13  
(Lectionary@Home: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 4:12-

18) 

Reader: This is part of our Christian story. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM:                     In Flanders Fields 
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SERMON:             The Realm-of-God Life 
 

WE RESPOND 

HYMN         Eternal Father, Strong to Save    VU#659 
 
PASTORAL PRAYERS & The Prayer of Jesus    VU#960 
 
INVITATION TO RESPOND WITH OUR GIFTS 
GATHERING OUR GIFTS  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison) 
Today, more than most, we ask you to hear our prayer of 
dedication. We dedicate ourselves again to you, to justice, 
and to peace. We are ready to be in your presence and to be 
your people. Receive our worship, our promises, and our 
offerings as evidence of our commitments and love. Bless 
them all as we engage in your mission in the world. Amen.  
 
ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

WE SERVE 

COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION 
 
HYMN                           O Canada   VU#524 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP LEADERSHIP TODAY: Rev. Dr. 
Bob Fillier; Worship Assistant – Les Waldie; Pianist - Vic Steblin; 
Choir Director – Erica Skowron; Associate Choir Director – Diane 
Kjorven; Adult Choir; Digital Ministry – Rebecca Fillier and John 
Neumann 

 


