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INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 1) As we continue in our series through Ecclesiastes let me tell you 
about what is referred to as “the greatest missed opportunity in Christian history.”1  

(SHOW SLIDE 2) In the 13th century Genghis Kahn’s empire stretched from China to 

Eastern Europe making it the largest land empire in history. Genghis Kahn’s grandson, 

Kublai Kahn, inherited this empire at the height of its power.   
o When Marco Polo journeyed to China, Kublai Kahn brought him into his court 

and expressed great interest in Christianity.  He instructed Marco Polo to ask 

the Pope to (SHOW SLIDE 3) “send me 100 men skilled in your religion.  If 

they are convincing, I shall be baptized, and then all my barons and great 

men, and then their subjects.  And so there will be more Christians here than 

there are in your parts.” 
 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 4) Marco Polo took the message back to Europe but conditions 

were not ideal as the Pope was too focused on defending Europe to give the Kahn’s 

request much attention. Two missionaries were sent but even they turned back when 

the travel got too hard.  
o Who knows how all of history would have changed if the Pope had taken some 

bold risks and acted even if conditions were not perfect?  

 Who knows what would have happened if 100 missionaries had 

embraced hardship and at least given it their best effort to share about 

Jesus with Kublai Kahn? 

 We may recognize this as a missed opportunity but we can all relate to why it was 
missed.  Let’s be honest. Life is hard.  We often fail.  As Ecclesiastes has taught us, life 

is like a breath in that we cannot grab onto it or control it.  It is frustratingly elusive. 

o I don’t not need to convince us of that fact right now.  But there is something I 

do want to convince you of; namely, that the present crisis of COVID-19 poses a 
great threat to you both now, but especially after it is all over.   

 What is the threat?  That you become gun shy.   We say someone is gun 

shy when they are afraid to try something again because they had a bad 
experience the first time.  A person who tries investing in the stock 

market and loses money may become gun shy and never invest again.  

A person who is gun shy is overly cautious and never takes any risks.  
They are marked by passivity because they are too afraid things won’t 

work out.  As a result, they miss out on many opportunities in life. 

 One great danger of COVID-19 is that we become gun shy toward life.   

                                                      
1 David Barrett and Todd Johnson, World Christian Trends (Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 2001), 

124. 
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o That we become passive because we know that all our hard work can easily 

crumble.  That we never take any risks individually or as a church because we 
fear everything can fall apart. 

 In our passage today, Solomon fully agrees that disaster can happen but he says 

passivity is the wrong way to respond.  The wise person responds to the fact that life is 
hard not with passivity but with activity.   

o Solomon doesn’t want you to miss great opportunities in life because you have 

become gun shy.  And so he calls us to do four things.   

 
FACE REALITY, BUT DON’T LET IT PARALYZE YOU 

 (SHOW SLIDE 5) First, face reality, but don’t let it paralyze you. 

o This passage is a call to action but behind it all Solomon says the reason we 

often hold back and miss opportunities is because we do not know the future.  

 Because we do not know the future, we fear it, and fear causes us to 

freeze and not act.   
 Notice that Solomon gets us to face reality by describing many things we do not know.  

Look at the end of verse 2.  READ 2b - (SHOW SLIDE 6) you do not know what disaster 

may happen on the earth.”   

o COVID-19 has shown us how quickly life can turn for the worse.  So now a new 
fear has crept into our hearts.   

 This fear of disaster can paralyze us so that we don’t take any risks in 

finances, career choices, or ministry. 
 But it’s not just disasters.  In verse 3 he says that random things will always happen.  

Trees will suddenly fall and you have no control over where they land.   

o We know random events like this happen in life and this can paralyze us.   
 Or look at the end of verse 5.  READ 5b - (SHOW SLIDE 7) You do not know the work of 

God who makes everything.   

o Knowing God’s will for your life is an important topic but this verse clearly 

affirms that you can never fully know what God is doing.  (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 
8) Far too many Christians never do anything because they think they need to 

wait for God to reveal it to them.  I read a hilarious news story about this.  It is 

satire and makes the point perfectly.   
 The headline reads, “Man, 91, dies waiting for will of God.”  The article 

says, “Walter Houston, described by family members as a devouted 

Christian, died Monday after waiting seventy years for God to give 
him clear direction about what to do with his life.  ‘He hung around 

the house and prayed a lot, but never got confirmation,’ his wife Ruby 

says. ‘Sometimes he thought he heard God’s voice, but then he 

wouldn’t be sure, and he’d start the process over again.’  Houston, 
she says, never really figured out what his life was about, but felt 

content to pray continuously about what he might do for the Lord.  
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o There is a lot that could be said on knowing God’s will but this verse clearly 

shows us that we can never fully know what God is doing.  This causes many 
Christians to become passive but, as we will see, it shouldn’t.    

 Finally, we also cannot know what will succeed and which will fail.  Notice verse 6 

says, (SHOW SLIDE 9) “you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or whether 
both alike will be good.” 

o We have no idea what actions will change our entire lives and what will fail.  

Some of us get paralyzed by all these choices and so never act at all. (SHOW 

TITLE SLIDE 10) 
 Once again, I love that Solomon is so realistic.  He faces reality as it is and he wants 

you to do this as well.  Unlike so many people today, he doesn’t claim we can 

manipulate reality by doing things like putting positive thoughts out to the universe.  

He doesn’t call us to try and predict the future through tarot cards, horoscopes, and 

fortune tellers.   

o No, he says you cannot know the future.  You cannot know what will prosper or 
when disaster will strike.  And you certainly cannot know the ways of God.   

 This can all be so overwhelming that many people just say, “Why 

bother?  Why put forth all the effort when work is so hard?  Why invest 

in relationships when it is so easy to get burned?  Why take on 
leadership when it will mean difficulty and hardship?” 

 Solomon says, “Face reality, but don’t let it paralyze you.”  The wise person accepts 

that life is filled with failures, disasters, and fear.  But rather than being passive, we 
will now see that the wise person redoubles their effort to take action.  

 

TAKE BOLD RISKS, BUT BE WISE  
 In the second place we must (SHOW SLIDE 11) take bold risks, but be wise. 

o In verses 1-2 Solomon is urging his readers to be bold and take a risk, for 

eventually some will pay off. But he does not want his readers take foolish 

risks.  
 Look at verse 1.  It is a call to take bold risks.  READ 1 - (SHOW SLIDE 12) Cast your 

bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days. 

o This is an ancient saying that has largely been lost to us.  It sounds strange.  Are 
we to take loaves of bread and throw them into the inner harbour?  If we find 

them after many days, why would we want to eat soggy and moldy bread?  

What does all this mean?  We aren’t precisely sure what it means but 
commentators think it refers to international trade.   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 13) You take the bold risk of sending your grain 

and other goods on ships to a foreign land across the sea. Then you 

patiently wait for the ships to return with goods from the foreign land.  
To find it after many days is the reward that you get when that ship 

finally returns loaded with all the goods from those you have done 

business with.   
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o In our day we would say, “nothing ventured, nothing gained.”  So, this is a call 

to take bold risks in life.  It is the very opposite of passivity. 
 Yet, it is also a call to use wisdom in your bold risks.  Look at verse 2.  READ 2 - (SHOW 

SLIDE 14) Give a portion to seven, or even to eight, for you know not what disaster 

may happen on earth.   
o There are many reasons not to take the bold risk of sending a ship with all your 

wealth across the sea.  The ship may sink.  Yet, the answer is not to be passive 

and keep all your grain in your barn.  The answer is to make wise provision for 

the possibility of disaster.  This means spreading your wealth out in seven or 
eight different areas.  That way if one ship sinks you haven’t lost everything.  

So, in our day we would say, “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.”  

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 15) So, this is a general principle for all areas of 

your life.  Don’t allow the fear of disaster to paralyze you.  No risk means 

no reward. Take bold risks but do it wisely.   

 All of this is illustrated in Jesus’ parable of the talents.  The king gave four men some 
money.  Three of them went out, took bold risks, and invested the money.  These 

investments paid off and they gave the king a return on what he had given.  But one 

man became paralyzed by the fear of potentially losing the money and so he buried 

his money in the ground.  But the king was angry with him for he did not take any bold 
risks to bring the king a return on his money. 

o It is the same with us.  God has given each of us a different amount of money, 

time, health, wisdom, education, and abilities.  We must not allow the 
hardships of life to paralyze us but rather step out and take bold, but wise, 

risks to use our lives for his glory.  We must seek to multiply what he has given 

us. 
 Oh yes, some of the things you do will fail.  Many of your ships are going to sink.  Other 

things you try may not produce any immediate reward, but be patient.  Keep sending 

out ships.  One day you may just see a ship coming back on the horizon loaded with 

reward. 
o What bold risks can you take to multiply what God has given you?  Where 

should you invest your time?  Where should you give money to? Where can you 

make a difference? 
 Col 3:23-24, (SHOW SLIDE 16) “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for 

the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive 

the inheritance as your reward. 
 So, face the fact that doing anything will be hard and you may fail.  But don’t let this 

paralyze you.  Take bold risks, but do it wisely. 

 

BE WISE IN YOUR ACTIONS, BUT DON’T WAIT UNTIL CONDITIONS ARE PERFECT 
 (SHOW SLIDE 17) Third, be wise in your actions, but don’t wait until conditions 

are perfect. 
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o Look at verse 4.  READ 4 - (SHOW SLIDE 18) He who observes the wind will not 

sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap. 
 Here we have the image of two farmers.  One wants to act and sow his seed but he 

spends so much time waiting for the winds to be perfect that he doesn’t end up 

sowing.  The other farmer’s fields are ready for reaping but the farmer spends so much 
time watching the clouds for when it will rain that he doesn’t end up reaping his field. 

o In both cases, the farmers are waiting for perfect conditions before acting but 

the perfect conditions never come and so they never act.  

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 19) Again, Solomon wants us to face reality.  The 
reason we miss opportunities like the Pope did is because conditions 

are not perfect.  There are times when we should not act because 

conditions are wrong but far too often we are waiting for perfect 

conditions that will never come. 

 Let me apply this one to us as a church.  I would suggest that we are always in a 

dangerous place.  We are a large church.  We are financially secure.  Our building is 
paid off.  We have many competent people.   

o I say this is a dangerous because we can lose a sense of urgency.  And now that 

disaster has struck with COVID-19 we may become even more risk averse once 

this is over and just sit back and relax. 
 Listen: there are 385,000 people in the CRD.  We must have a sense of urgency because 

people are dying every day without knowing Jesus. That is why we must keep moving 

forward.   
o It’s why we are acting even now when conditions are far from perfect with 

things like the livestream, the new videos on For Such a Time as This, NM, 

online youth and kid’s ministry.  Now is clearly not the time to start a second 
service or do a building renovation.  But once this is over, let’s be careful not to 

wait until conditions are perfect before acting.  Conditions are never really 

perfect.   

 Let’s be wise but let’s also cast our bread upon the waters.  Who knows 
but that five years from now this church is running two services and a 

second church has already begun with hundreds of new Christians?   

 
LEAVE THE RESULTS TO GOD, BUT WORK YOUR TAIL OFF 

 There is one last thing that Solomon wants to say to motivate us to action instead of 

passivity. (SHOW SLIDE 20) Fourth, leave the results to God, but work your tail off. 
o Look at verse 5.  READ 5 - (SHOW SLIDE 21) As you do not know the way the 

spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with child, so you do not 

know the work of God who makes everything. 

 God is always working.  He makes things happen, like a baby being 
formed.  We cannot fully comprehend how he does his work but we can 

trust that he is at work.   
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 Verse 5 may teach us to leave the ultimate results to God but verse 6 calls us to work 

our tails off.  READ 6 - (SHOW SLIDE 22) In the morning sow your seed, and at 
evening withhold not your hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or 

that, or whether both alike will be good. 

o One way to deal with the fact that life is a breath, that we cannot control it, and 
that disaster may strike is to throw up your hands and say, “Why bother 

trying?”  But Solomon says the opposite.  Since all this is true, you should work 

twice as hard so that when one thing fails another might succeed. 

 Leave the results to God but work your tail off like a farmer who gets up 
early to sow his seed and then in the evening works on all kinds of other 

projects around the farm.  If the crop fails maybe the other projects 

succeed.  If the other projects fail maybe the crop succeeds.  Or, the 

best-case scenario is that both the crops and the projects succeed.  Who 

knows what will happen? That is why you leave the results to God but 

work your tail off. 
 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 23) So even as a church we are working in many diverse areas.  

We are trying to use technology in many different ways right now.  We have no interest 

in doing this to be cool.  Rather, we want to use video, social media, our website all to 

spread the gospel in many different ways. 
o Who knows what one video sermon will do?  Who knows how using social 

media may bring one person to Jesus?  Maybe none of this will work.  Or maybe 

they will all succeed.  Like a farmer, we simply want to spread the gospel far 
and wide, to do it through many different mediums, to try many things.  And 

then we will leave the results to God. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 Solomon knew how to not be paralyzed by fear but to trust God and act.  On this side 

of the cross, anyone who gives their life to Jesus can know this in a far greater way 

than Solomon. 
o When Jesus saves a person, their future is totally secure.  Nothing can separate 

you from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God is for you and not against you.  

With this security you can face anything.   
 You can know this security because of what Jesus accomplished for 

you. 

 Jesus was called by God to cast his bread upon the waters.  That is, he was asked to 
take the bold step of giving his body, which he called “bread”, on the cross.  In Jesus’ 

case though it was not a risk where the results were unknown.  In his case, he knew 

that certain disaster awaited him.  He knew his ship would sink and he would perish.  

In the face of this certain disaster, he felt the same thing we do.  We felt fear rising up 
in his heart and prayed that if there was any other way that he spared from such a 

disaster.  But there was not and so he acted.  He set his face toward Jerusalem.  He 

acted and gave his life on the cross. 
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o Because he humbled himself like this and cast his whole life out on the waters, 

God allowed him to find his life “after many days.”  For on the third day, God 
raised him from the dead, exalted him to his right hand, and gave him a name 

above every name.   

 Jesus may have sailed into the horizon and sunk but he came back 
bearing his reward.  And his reward is people from every tribe and 

nation and tongue whom were in bondage in the foreign lands of sin.  

He purchased them with his blood.  They are his reward and he will 

bring every one of his people safely into his Father’s land.  Are you one 
of Jesus’ people?  Give your life to Jesus and your future will be secure. 

 So, you see, you can take bold risks and not fear even if you fail because you are 

utterly secure.  Your present is secure in Christ’s love. Your future is secure in Christ’s 

love.   

o So, face reality, but don’t let it paralyze you.  Take bold risks, but be wise.  Be 

wise in your actions, but don’t wait until conditions are perfect.  And leave the 
results to God, but work your tail off. 

 


