
WHEN YOUR WORLD IS SHAKEN 

 

When we first moved to Kuwait back in 1996 we were living in a house on the church compound 

named the Scudder house.  Back in 1990 the pastor of the church in Kuwait had gone on summer 

holidays.  A pastor from the US had come to lead during those summer months while the regular 

pastor was away and was staying in the same house we lived in.  This person had never been out of the 

US, they did not like to travel.  On Aug 2 Iraq invaded Kuwait.  The visiting pastor and his wife woke 

to gun fire.  Iraqi soldiers came into the house and told them to stay where they were.  The soldiers 

were up on the roof of the house shooting across the road at the Kuwait parliament building.  The 

pastor knew that if they stayed there that they would be killed so they ran out, got into their bullet-

ridden car and left the church compound.  They wanted to get to the US Embassy.  They pulled out of 

the church compound and found themselves right in front of an oncoming column of Iraqi tanks. 

 

Put yourself in their place.  You are just trying to serve God when all of a sudden your entire world is 

thrown into chaos.  In an instant, everything changes. We are starting a series today called No 

Compromise.  For the next few months we will be looking at the book of Daniel.  Why are we doing 

this study?  We’re living in a time of great upheaval.  In this series I do not want to focus on the 

problems, instead I want to talk about the answers.   

 

Daniel 1:1-7  In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  2  And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into 

his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of 

his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.  3  Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, 

chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility--  4  

young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well 

informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the 

language and literature of the Babylonians.  5  The king assigned them a daily amount of food and 

wine from the king's table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the 

king's service.  6  Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  7  

The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to 

Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar ordered that children from noble families be taken and put into a special training 

program.  They took these young teenage boys (Daniel was probably about 15 at the time) and put 

them into a three-year cultural indoctrination program.  They were to eat only Babylonian food and be 

trained in Babylonian thought and religion.  They were also given new Babylonian names. 

 

Daniel in Hebrew means ‘God is my judge’. He is renamed Belteshazzar which means ‘Bel protects 

me.’ Bel was an evil pagan god of Babylon.  Hananiah means ‘God is gracious’, and he is renamed 

Shadrach. That is the moon god of Babylon.  Mishael means ‘Who is like God?’  No one is as great as 

God.  He is renamed Meshach who was a fertility god in Babylon.  And Azariah means ‘God has 

helped me’ is renamed Abednego which means ‘servant of Nebo’, another pagan god.  Imagine calling 

your child ‘servant of satan’ and you get the idea. 

 

What’s going on here?  Nebuchadnezzar was seeking to systematically reprogram these Jewish teens.  

He wanted to brainwash them.  He wanted to remove their Jewish background and beliefs and make 

them Babylonian.  It meant that everything in their life would be turned upside down.  The very core of 

who they were and what they believed would be shaken.  They were taken from their families and 

everything they knew during the very formative years of their lives and brainwashed. 



Has that ever happened to you?  Has there ever ben a time in your life when it seemed like everything 

you knew and believed was shaken?  We are living in times like that right now.  Our culture is 

changing.  Our Judeo-Christian foundation as a nation is being dismantled.  There is a clear systematic 

attempt to try and reprogram society into a secular, post-Christian culture.  What do you do during 

those times?  What happens when your world is turned upside down?  First, it is important to 

remember that in this life we will face trials.   

 

1 Peter 4:12  Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 

something strange were happening to you. 

 

Suffering is a natural part of life so we should not be surprised by it.  What is important is that we learn 

from it.  Whenever you fall, use it as an opportunity to pick something up.  If you are going to not only 

survive but thrive in a hostile culture you need to look for ways that God can use the difficult times in 

your life to shake you up and use them for good. 

 

Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

 

The devil wants to destroy us.  God wants to use us.  God did five things in Daniel’s life with the 

problems that he had to face, and they are the same five things God wants to do in your life regardless 

of what kind of problems you’re going through right now. 

 

1. To INSPECT us 

 

Sometimes God will allow problems to come into my life to reveal to me something that is not right.  It 

could be a motivation, character trait, thought, emotion or motive.  He tests us to examine our hearts.  

 

Somebody once said that people are like tea bags. You don’t know what is in them until you drop them 

in hot water.  It is like a sponge, you do not know what is in it until it is squeezed.  God will use 

problems in our lives to inspect us.  To show what is within us.  To reveal to us what is wrong or out of 

whack, things that need to be changed.  God uses problems to inspect us. 

 

Of course, God already knows what’s going on in you.  The problems we face do not tell Him what is 

going on in our lives, they tell us.  God wants us to know what needs to be changed.  Remember in the 

Garden of Eden? 

 

Genesis 3:8-10  Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  9  But 

the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?"  10  He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and 

I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 

 

Adam and Eve had sinned.  They hear God in the garden and He asks them “where are you?”  Does 

this mean that God did not know where they were?  Did God not know what they had done?  Of course 

He did.   You have to understand this, anytime God asks you a question it is for your sake and not his, 

because He already knows the answer.  He asked them these questions so that they could understand 

and admit to what they had done.  E.g. last week with Paul Sadler – in feeding the 5000 Jesus asked 

Philip a question but it says he already had in mind what He was going to do.   

 



Jeremiah 17:10  I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his 

conduct, according to what his deeds deserve. 

 

God knows our hearts and our minds.  More than that, He understands our motives.  It is not just what 

we do but WHY we do it that is important.  God inspects us because he is much more interested in our 

integrity than he is in our image. Image is what everybody sees. Integrity is what you are when you are 

alone.  It is who you are when no one is watching.   

 

It took the Israelites 40 years to get to the promised land.  It should have taken them only a few weeks.  

Why did it take them so long?  Because even though they had been set free, they were still slaves.  God 

tested them and tested them and they failed every test.  Each time they failed the test God said to them, 

“OK, one more trip around the desert…”  They never learned, so a whole generation died there.   

 

Deuteronomy 8:2  Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty 

years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you 

would keep his commands. 

 

Often, when we find ourselves in the desert spiritually, God is doing it for the same reason. When you 

are in the wilderness of life and you are dry and God seems distant, it is often a time of testing.  God is 

inspecting you.  He is asking a simple question, will you trust me? 

 

When I look at the hardest moments of my life I realize that they were the times I grew in my faith the 

most.  It is not how high you jump or the feeling of joy in a worship concert.  It is how faithful you are 

during the rest of the week.  It is how you respond in the desert.  God uses problems as a measuring 

tool.  Our reactions to difficulty measure your faith, they measure our commitment, they measure our 

maturity, and they measure our integrity.  They inspect us. 

 

2. To CORRECT us 

 

Problems not only inspect us, they also correct us.  This is exactly what was happening to the nation of 

Israel.  For hundreds of years the nation had fallen into deep idolatry.  They were not following what 

God had instructed them to do.  So God allowed them to be hauled off into a foreign country for 70 

years.  When they finally were released, things were very different.    

 

Hebrews 12:8-11  If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are 

illegitimate children and not true sons.  9  Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us 

and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!  

10  Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our 

good, that we may share in his holiness.  11  No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. 

Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by 

it. 

 

God corrects his children. Did you benefit from correction growing up?  I know I did.  It is how I 

learned to walk and talk, to read and to write.  It is how I learned to obey.  A parent that does not 

correct their children does not really love their children.  Correction is not easy, it is difficult.  

However, it is necessary.  Sometimes the only way to train is through pain. 

 

When God had given the Israelites the 10 commandments on Mount Sinai, He spoke so loud that even 

the people down the mountain heard Him. 



Hebrews 12:26-27  At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will 

shake not only the earth but also the heavens."  27  The words "once more" indicate the removing of 

what can be shaken -- that is, created things -- so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 

 

Sometimes God has to shake us so hard that only the unshakable remains.  Sometimes He has to shake 

away the toys that distract us, the tasks that misdirect us and the relationships that hurt us so that we 

are left with only Him.  Steve Camp wrote a song back in the 1980s called Shake Me to Wake Me; 
 

Some times, I drink the wine of complacency.  I get comfortable, lackadaisical, so cynical so I call to 

my Lord and say;  Shake me to wake me, I've been living too long within this fantasy.  Shake me to 

wake me, you've got to strip this man of mediocrity 

 

Sometimes God has to shake us so hard that only what is unshakable will remain.  Like a refining fire 

the metal is purified and all the other elements are burned away or skimmed off the top.  Like sifting 

flour, you shake the sifter and the flour passes through but everything else is filtered out and thrown 

away.  That is how God uses problems in our lives. 

 

God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains -- C.S. Lewis 

 

Sometimes we only change when the fear of change is exceeded by pain.  When the pain gets bad 

enough then you change.  Sometimes God has to lay us flat on our back before we look up to him.   

 

You do not touch a stove the second time because you learn by being burned.  You don’t learn the 

value of money until you’ve lost it. You don’t learn the value of friendship until you’ve lost it. You 

don’t learn the value of your health until you’ve lost it.  Sometimes God shakes things up in my life to 

correct me.  

 

3. To DIRECT us 

 

Sometimes God uses problems in our lives to point us in a new direction. Have you ever gone through 

a time in your life when your problems changed your plans?  I know I have.  God can use problems to 

direct us.  Pain is a powerful motivator to change. 

 

Proverbs 16:9  In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps. 

 

Someone once said that we usually don’t change just because we see the light. We change when we 

feel the heat.  That is true. 

 

Proverbs 20:30  Blows and wounds cleanse away evil, and beatings purge the inmost being. 

 

We cannot learn without pain – Aristotle 

 

It is like the story of the Prodigal Son. He didn’t change His direction until he hit rock bottom.  We 

rarely think about the direction of our lives when things are going good.  Usually when things are 

going well we are on cruise control.  We are not thinking about goals and God. All of sudden you hit a 

traffic jam or get in a car accident.  It gets your attention. 

 

Let me ask you a question, is there anything in your life right now that is a problem but you are 

pretending it is not a problem?  Be careful.   

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis


If you put off dealing with an issue then God may use problems and pain to make you have to deal 

with it.  Like a rotting tooth, you may be able to deal with the issue right now, but the time is coming 

when you will be forced to deal with the problem.  My car license plate started peeling.  I just ignored 

it until I found out that you can get a big fine for that.  The fear of the fine finally made me to go 

change the plate. 

 

4. To PROTECT us 

 

Sometimes God shakes things up in our lives to protect us.  In our bodies, pain protects us.  If we touch 

something hot, the pain makes us pull our hand back.  It does that to protect us from being burned.  

That is the problem with leprosy.  Your pain receptors are gone so you end up doing harm to your 

body without even knowing it. 

 

Likewise, there are times in our lives God uses pain to get us out of a situation that is dangerous to us 

emotionally, physically or spiritually.  The pain is not there to hurt us but to help us. 

 

I heard about a guy who had a great paying job but he was asked to do something in his business that 

was very unethical.  He told his boss “sorry, I just can’t do that.  I’m a follower of Jesus Christ.” 

Because of that he got fired and lost his job and pension.  About a month later that business came 

under investigation for fraud.  Almost everyone ended up going to prison.  Which is the worst, getting 

fired from your job or spending 20 years in prison?  The reality is that getting fired the best thing that 

could have happened to him. 

 

Joseph was sold by his brothers into slavery.  He was thrown into prison for a crime that he did not 

commit.  As a result, the entire nation of Egypt and his family were saved from the famine.   

 

It is said that some shepherds in the Middle East will intentionally break a leg of a healthy sheep. 

Why? Because that sheep is prone to wander.  If it wanders off it has no way of protecting itself so it is 

almost certain it will be killed by a predator.  So the shepherd will break the leg of the sheep and it will 

always walk with a limp so it doesn’t wander off.  If God has to break your leg to keep you from 

wandering off and getting in a worse problem, he will. He loves you that much. 

 

Sometimes a surgeon will cut you to heal you.  Sometimes God will remove a harmful person in your 

life and it breaks your heart.  Don’t run after them.  Some of you that’s all you needed to hear. God is 

shaking things up to protect you. He is watching over you. 

 

What God ultimately wants to do in our life is to help us, not hurt us.  I began with the story of the 

pastor who was there in Kuwait during the Iraqi invasion.  He and his wife did make it to the US 

embassy where they spent the rest of the war.  It was a very difficult time.  There was a lot of fear.  

Every Tuesday someone from the embassy would go up on to the roof and place a tennis ball, with the 

label up.  Why?  Every Thursday morning the US Military would contact the embassy by radio for a 

situation update.  At the end of it they would conclude saying, the tennis ball this week reads Dunlop…  

It was there way of saying that they were watching over them.  If they can read the label on a tennis 

ball on the roof, they knew what was happening around them. 

 

The pastor said that he learned a lot from that.  Even though they went through a very difficult and 

painful situation, what he learned from it and what he was reminded of was that God loved them and 

was watching over them.   

 



5. To PERFECT us 

 

The ultimate reason that God uses problems in our lives is to make us more like Jesus Christ.  To grow 

our character.  Margaret Clarkson years ago wrote a book called Grace Grows Best in Winter.  It’s 

possible to grow during the bright days of summer.  But growth is faster and deeper often during your 

darkest days.   

 

Pain is the high cost of growth.  If you want to grow up, if you want to be mature there is no way to do 

it without pain. Pain is the cost of growing up.  

 

Has anyone here ever gone through growing pains?  I have.  I went through a year when I grew quickly 

and my legs hurt all the time.  So often in life we want the product without the process.  I know it 

sounds like a cliché, but there is no gain without pain. There is no maturity without growing pains.  

 

Proverbs 20:24  A man's steps are directed by the LORD. How then can anyone understand his own 

way? 

 

Since the Lord is directing our steps why try to understand everything that happens along the way.  

God knows what He is doing.  To understand God is like an ant trying to understand the internet.  So 

what do you do when you don’t understand? You trust. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;  6  in 

all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6  (MSG) Trust GOD from the bottom of your heart; don't try to figure out everything on 

your own.  6  Listen for GOD's voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he's the one who will 

keep you on track. 

 

Daniel was taken from his home and family.  He was given a new name.  He was indoctrinated into a 

culture that was evil and hatred.  But God used all of that in his life.  That 15-year-old kid grew into a 

great man of God, one of the greatest prophets in the Bible.  While keeping his integrity and his faith in 

tact he grew to be one of the most powerful men of his time.  He was promoted five different times. He 

outlasted three different empires of two different cultures.  As a result both Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus 

the Great turned to God because of his life. 

 

How do I know the story about the pastor who was there during the gulf war?  He came for a visit my 

first year in Kuwait.  He came to retrieve something.  On the morning of the invasion they had come 

out of the house a gotten into their bullet-ridden car and made it to the embassy.  It was the same car 

that I was driving.  Years latter the car had been repaired, all except for one thing.  The car had metal 

rims, and in one of the rims there was still a bullet.  It had gone into the metal rim and had pushed up 

against the rubber tire but had not penetrated it.  If it had flattened the tire, they never would have 

made it to the embassy that first morning of the invasion.  They probably would have lost their lives.   

 

We took the car to a mechanic and dug that bullet from the rim.  He made that bullet into a necklace 

which he wore, to remember the time God protected them.  A time of pain, but a time that was 

meaningful because it reminded them of God’s love and faithfulness. 


