
“Community Day of Reconciliation” – Feb. 20, 2016. 

This Community Day was held at Yorkson Creek Middle School in Langley from 10:00 am to 3 pm. 

The location was decided upon as a great venue and unlike the event I attended in Agassiz the day 

before, had nothing to do with the School system. It was a day of sharing, listening,  learning, 

understanding and celebrating.  Wab Kinew provided the ‘keynote’ at 11:00 am, followed by a Panel 

Discussion in the afternoon. Throughout the day various exhibits and arts & crafts tables were 

positioned on the ground floor of this very large building.  

Wab Kinew is named by the National Post as “an aboriginal leader seeking to engage with Canadians at 

large”. He is the Associate Vice-President for Indigenous Relations at The University of Winnipeg and 

the author of the #1 bestseller The Reason You Walk: A Memoir.  In 2014, Wab successfully defended 

Joseph Boyden’s The Orenda on CBC’s ‘Canada Reads’ literary competition. In 2012 he hosted the 

acclaimed documentary series ‘8
th

 Fire’. His hip-hop music and journalism projects have won numerous 

awards. He has a BA in Economics and is completing a Master’s Degree in Indigenous Governance. 

Wab is also an Honorary Witness for the Truth & Reconciliation Commission of Canada.  

I would say over 300 entered the gym Saturday morning for the Welcoming ceremonies at 10:30 eagerly 

waiting to hear Wab Kinew. Some had attended the same Hall the previous evening when 480 attended 

the packed-out  event “Reflections on Reconciliation’  at which Wab read passages from his memoir The 

Reason You Walk telling  the story of reconciliation with his father.  

During the Welcoming ceremony Hereditary Chief Marilyn Gabriel from Kwantlen First Nations, Fort 

Langley spoke. This is a healing journey for some of our elders. The survivors are in our schools 

teaching culture, traditional medicines, weaving, beading and more.  Her mom shared a story with her – 

on Sports Day they could get first prize and win 25c, 2
nd

  - win 15c, 3
rd

 -10c. The priest’s wife made and 

sold fruit pies – the winners pooled the prize to buy a pie between them. They then dug in and ate pie – 

it wasn’t all bad! One cousin said she learned to make 50 pies for a gathering all by herself – was useful 

in her adult years. Today is about honouring their survivors, it is about having an open mind and heart to 

hear what they have to say. Today we come together as one mind, one heart and work together as a 

community. Respect always and listen – most important. - listen to their stories and their courage  

Her husband Kevin Kelly explained why a few people wore blankets. “It is a token of the highest honour 

to our people to blanket them. Wab is a role model for his generation, and our son Michael Kelly Gabriel 

is a role model for the next generation.   

In his introduction  the MC  told how Michael  had gone through his own struggles out east and came 

through it. Everyone clapped. He was picked to represent BC in Toronto for recent National Conference 

– 2 youth from each province – 28 in all. Michael said “They are old souls in young bodies.” MC 

continued, Michael is next in line to be the hereditary chief  - he’s ready to lead the Kwantlen Nation. 

Michael came forward. “There has been a lot of hardship over past generations, but today listen to us, 

take home to your family, that’s reconciliation.”  He offered a younger person’s perspective about the 

history of aboriginal residential schools (RS). “Today, we come together and work together as one. This 

is a healing journey, and also a journey of understanding of what our survivors have gone through. 



Reconciliation is a word of many meanings. Everybody has a different approach to it. Right now,” he 

added, “I hold my hands high to everybody in this room, taking this all in.” 

Often during his talk keynote speaker Wab Kinew spoke his language, Anishinaabe, then translated. 

He said  John A. MacDonald and friends would have spun in their  graves! His late dad went to St. 

Mary’s Residential School near Kenora,  Lake of the Woods. Wab Kinew is a nickname –his Ojibwa 

name is – white eagle. Wab told several stories: a man giving him a ‘Native steak” (fried baloney) 

sandwich – it was all he had to repay Wab’s kindness;  15-year old Tina Fontaine’s body found in Red 

River, Winnipeg went viral and drew attention to MMIWG; (he spoke of several other things that have 

since been addressed in the 2016 budget); Wab – “what a time to be alive, for non-indigenous  relatives 

today, we live in a remarkable era, First Nation’s are rising up to reclaim what is theirs. First Nation’s 

Jody Wilson-Raybould is the most politically powerful person since confederation. There is a challenge 

for indigenous women to become leaders.  We are empowered. What was impossible in RS, is possible 

now. There are still great challenges including systemic racism in this country today. The role for men is 

to be good partners, to respect women. It’s time we stand up as a country and address violence.”  He 

spoke of women’s lower wages, child welfare services, health and education, more suicides, social 

services, chiefs earning less. Wab is wanting to be involved in  provincial politics “Why doesn’t Canada 

have a duty to treat all Canadians the same; systemic form of racism & inequality in this country.” Wab 

spoke how he became a sober person and turned away from a self-destructive lifestyle.  “The young 

have to take accountability over their life even if the deck appears to be stacked against them by family, 

poverty, traits, and the RS. Use that energy for post-secondary education , instead of a fast-track to 

prison.”  Wab thought his dad hated him -  he did not have a role model to base his parenting on.  Wad 

the same; later he saw this as an opportunity to understand historic dysfunction in the family. The people 

most likely to be impacted by colonial past are those least likely to know about it. Much wisdom went 

into the final 2,000 words of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission; the summary should be required 

reading for all Canadians in order to move forward. Wad – “never stop talking about the RS story. Learn 

about local cultures, look at the 94 Calls to Action – which one can I have influence over – adopt it, 

which one can I adopt in my church, what manner do I conduct myself with my neighbour,  learn about 

the culture where I am,  who are the chiefs & councillors in my local First Nations, - participate.”  Wab 

said people always try to fit First Nations  into a ‘race’ – we are not. Racism is the father of ‘race’. 

People tried to make them a ‘race’ for the past 500 years – they are not aboriginal, Indian, or Indigenous 

‘races’ – they are members of Indigenous Nations. Wab reckons there’ll be  reconciliation 50 years from 

now, that’s when it will get interesting.  He  sees reconciliation taking baby steps right now, we need 

justice for our land and resources. A culture that sees the land as its mother – accommodate refugees – 

indigenous hands outstretched – they have had it taken away and can still want to help Canada. Non-

indigenous folks have lost too, they have not had the benefit of indigenous people contributing to society 

all along! (Bishop Mark told us that last year in Sorrento too!) ‘Newcomers’ and  Indigenous can fuse to 

become the Canada we want it to be.  Now we have to do  the best we can do without messing it up too 

much, before the next generations takes over.   

A singer/songwriter from NW Ontario, played guitar. He’s from the Lynx Clan, same as Wab. Song-

writing is healing for Angus – before each song he explained the story behind it. Time also to look at the 

displays, ‘visit’ with people we know, network; lunch vans outside the school – usual food.  



Panel Discussion: started at 1:30 pm. The MC introduced the panelists (all wore a blanket,) and asked 

them to share what ‘Reconciliation’ means to them: 

Joseph Dandurand, published poet, playwright, archaeologist, University of Ottawa alumni,  member 

of Kwantlen First Nation – a RS survivor , “physically, mentally, and sexually abused, and not my fault” 

he said. ‘reconciliation’ is aboriginal children – he calls them “little feathers/little voices”. 

Michael Kelly Gabriel: future hereditary chief of Kwantlen First Nature. His culture saved his life. 

‘Reconciliation’ is a continuing work of passing down elder’s stories to his generation and beyond.  

Michael told a few stories about animals, and family background.  

The Rev. Carmen Lansdowne, United Church minister; member of Heiltsuk Nation, centred on 

Campbell Island in the community of Bella Bella. She views ‘reconciliation’ as something First Nations 

can offer the rest of Canada. The Chief should be the poorest person in the community – as leader they 

should ask themselves how many can I support, and what can I give away at a potlatch – how different 

to present-day economics! We look at life differently, versus  the Western way.  

Father Garry LaBoucane Roman Catholic priest at the Sacred Heart parish in the Downtown Eastside. 

As a member of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, he’s must focus on poverty and community.  He is 

Vancouver’s first Native priest, he’s Metis,  a ‘Cree boy from Alberta’. He never went to RS but his dad 

did. Garry attended public school and found racism among the teachers and students. He grew up in 

Kimberley, BC; did not live on reserve or Metis settlement in BC, but did in Alberta in his early life. His 

dad had only completed Gr. 6 education and his Mom Gr. 3. If he’d known the stories about RS he 

would never have become a priest - he was really shocked. The Oblates in his life were wonderful 

people. As a Metis here in BC he is welcomed to their land. 

John Johnstone, Vice President of the Lower Fraser Valley Aboriginal Society (a dedicated group 

of individuals who promote, support and advocate for services to meet the needs of Aboriginal families 

in Langley). He is blessed by the family who chose him.  His biological mom was 15 years old when 

John was born. He met her and his blood family 7-years ago, he did not go through what they went 

through. His mom was not a bad person, she was truly broken from her multiple experiences in RS. John  

learned about his culture.  Wab and the others have said there is a need for the silence to be broken. John 

is in an in-between space – his dad is white, his mom First Nations  – he’s on both sides. For John 

‘reconciliation’ is to see family joined together; and white culture and the church take ownership. 

Retired Anglican Archbishop Douglas Hambidge: Born in London, England (1927) educated at 

London University, ordained in 1953. The 7
th

 Bishop of Caledonia (from 1969) & New 

Westminster, and the 9
th

  Metropolitan of British Columbia (Archbishop of the Diocese of New 

Westminster) from 1981 – until he resigned 1993 and travelled to help the growing Anglican 

church in Africa. He and his wife now live in Tsawwassen.   



He said it was First Nations who reconciled with him! “The Nisga’a adopted me into the Raven Clan, 

and adopting ‘parents, brothers/sisters and 4 grandads’ from each clan called my name. Soon after, my 

Native ‘mom’ phoned him and invited him to a wedding, ‘because you belong’. The Nisga’a people said 

you are never again a visitor and a stranger – you belong – it was life changing!”  One evening after the 

service he was invited to the home of ‘aunts & uncles’ – they sat in the family room, elders of the village 

sitting around, telling their stories in English to each other and seemingly ignoring him. Douglas asked 

why are they telling one another these stories?  One elder answered “we’re telling you”, but Douglas 

asked you have not looked at me while you told the stories, you focused only on each other. The elder 

answered “We ignore you because you might not want to listen, and we don’t want to lose face”.  

Eventually they included him.  On the West Coast they are not living ‘on reserves’ but in Indian 

villages. Synod was invited to the village – in preparation they painted the outside of houses, tidied up 

the gardens/yards and street. To pay for this they levied taxes on every person – even him, so he now 

knew he ‘belonged’. Douglas had discovered that First Nations are willing to reconcile, they reach out 

more than halfway, they taught him the real reason of creation and the creator. He discovered he did not 

know much.   Jean Chretien, was at that time the Minister of Indian Affairs and was at a public 

gathering. He asked “how much do you want for your name?” The chief replied “how much do you want 

for your mother?” The chief explained he is bound up with every living creature because his mother is 

the land.      Douglas was the last speaker in the panel discussion.  

The event concluded at 3:00 pm with the closing ceremony and a ‘Friendship Dance”. 

 


