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CROSSBEAMS   October 

2020 

There have been many times in human history where communi-
ties, even communities of faith, have needed to hunker down and 
work together over the long haul.  

Imagine the church in Europe during WWII and the faith, respon-
sibility, and commitment that was required to hold communities 
together.  

Imagine the early church, as its members were being physically 
tortured for their faith. 

Imagine people of faith in Germany during the Reformation as 
issues of faith were being disputed, people were revolting, and 
the official church was responding in backlash. 

Of course these are but a few examples. But these examples re-
mind us of the power and need for community.  

In community we can weather any storm. 

The strength and resolve of our community is needed NOW. Now 
is the time to stand with and for another. Now is the time for cre-
ative effort. Now is the time to reach out and support one anoth-
er. Now is the time to remember that our community offers 
strength, resolve, and resilience to all of its members…for the 
sake of the world God loves. Now is the time to support people all 
around us, remembering that our faith points us to an unseen 
reality beyond the reality unfolding before us: God is gracious, 
powerful, loving, and big enough to handle all of our challenges 
and conquer all of our fears. COVID, though all-encompassing to 
us, is but a small thing to God; meaning God is BIGGER. God is 
CAPABLE. And God is TRUSTWORTHY. 

COVID-19 will be with us for the foreseeable future. As we wait 
and pray for a game-changing vaccine or break in the power of 
the virus, we turn inward for strength, remembering that we are 
made in the image of the invisible, creative and all-powerful God. 
We turn inward so we might remember who and whose we are 
so we are able to turn outward with power and resolve. 

In these days our actions and our words matter.  

We are a light for the whole world, living in hope, joy, and even 
good humor amidst the present physical reality of masks, hand 
sanitizer, and distance. We may not be able to change our circum-
stances, but we can change the tenor and the experience of these 
circumstances. We can be encouraging, hopeful, funny, present, 
helpful. We can still be friends and support those around us. 

If you are struggling, please call or set up a visit with one or both 
of the pastors. We are providing a safe space at church for pasto-
ral visits, minimizing health risks so we may meet in person. We 
recognize that everyone has good and bad stretches of time. 
We’re here to hear you and help you. 

If you are having a good day, share that joy with someone else. 
Even small things make a big difference these days! 

We have intentionally waited for schools to reopen and for peo-
ple to get adjusted to the new rhythms of fall to announce in-
person offerings at church, but we too are gearing up to network, 
learn, and support one another in person. We are thinking about 
your health and safety and offering opportunities to connect with 
one another that mitigate the risks. 

Inside this Crossbeams you will find opportunities to participate in 
book discussions and bible studies, in-person worship, and volun-
teering opportunities. As always, I invite you to be prudent with-
out panic. Calculate your own level of risk and participate online 
and in-person as you are comfortable. Remember that the virus is 
still active. Our primary calling is to care for one another. We are 
especially sensitive to people who are feeling left out or left be-
hind because so many opportunities for in-person experiences 
are opening up. For that reason, we continue to offer online-only 
experiences and ask you all to be compassionate and continue to 
participate with people who experience vulnerability. 

Love yourself and love your neighbour. Honour your choices and 
the choices of others.  

We are moving forward together, in it for the long haul. And as 
always, let us know how we can help. 

[Jesus said,] 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost 
its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.  

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel bas-
ket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to [God].” 

 

Pastor Laura 

In it for the long haul 
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This church confesses the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments as the inspired Word of God, through which 

God still speaks, and as the only source of the church’s 
doctrine and the authoritative standard for the faith and 

life of the church.                                                                                                                 
ELCIC Constitution, Article 2 Section 3 

God still speaks an inspired Word through the Bible made 
real in our hearing. We do well to acknowledge that the 
scriptures are ancient documents and that modern ears 
are capable of hearing things in the scripture that are 
shaped by our context and influenced by our language. 
Our inclusive understanding of all human beings created 
and beloved by God often challenges our hearing and un-
derstanding of these ancient words. This continuing col-
umn addresses new hearings of familiar passages in scrip-
ture for today’s hearers. 

 7 …Then God formed a human 
body from the dust of the ground 
and breathed into its nostrils the 
breath of life; and the body be-
came a living being….18 Then God 
said, “It is not good that the hu-
man should be alone; I will make a 
helper as its partner.” 19 So out of 
the ground God formed every ani-
mal of the field and every bird of 
the air, and brought them to the 
human to see what they would be 
called; and whatever the human called every living crea-
ture, that was its name. 20 The human gave names to all 
cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of 
the field; but for the human there was not found a helper 
as a partner. 21 So God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
the human, and God took one of the human’s ribs and 
closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that God had 
taken from the human, God made into a another hu-
man. 23 Then the human who had named all the living 
creatures said,  

“This at last is bone of my bones  
and flesh of my flesh;  

this one shall be called Human 
for out of Human this one was taken.”  

24 Therefore one person leaves their parents and clings to 
their spouse, and they become one  
 

flesh. 25 And the humans were both naked, and were not 
ashamed. 
 

Genesis 2:7-25 NRSV, made inclusive 

 
It is surprising how new and revelatory the scripture 
sounds when we replace gender-specific language with 
inclusive language. Here the first human being is une-
qualed and unmatched in partnership, help, and compan-
ionship until God uses a rib to create another human be-
ing. The new human being is completely equal to the first. 
There are no grounds for considering that one is stronger 
than the other, nor more capable, nor closer to God’s 
heart.  
 
Also, there is no indication (as there is in Genesis 1) that 
either of these beings are created in God’s image; the first 

is made from the dust of the ground 
and the second from the rib of the 
one who is made from the dust of 
the ground. They are both creations 
of God. Verses 24 and 25 clarify the 
reason for the inclusion of this pas-
sage in scripture: Human beings are 
created to be in intimate relation-
ships. Intimate relationships cause 
people to leave their parents and 
their homes and cling to one anoth-
er, creating new homes. In these 
new and intimate relationships, hu-

man beings can be completely vulnerable (“naked”) with 
one another without shame. 
 
Without gender-specific language, we see that human be-
ings are free to choose their partners. The things that 
matter in intimate relationships are intimacy, vulnerability, 
partnership, helping one another, equity and equality, and 
clinging to one another. 
 

Pastor Laura 
 

 

 

 

Marriage: An Inclusive Understanding 
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… love God with all your heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly offerings may be mailed into the church, or go on our 

website www.churchofthecross.ca 

and click the DONATE button,  OR 

e-transfer to churchofthecross@shaw.ca 

OR mail to: 10620 Elbow Dr. SW 

Many thanks to those of you who have continued your weekly 

offerings. 

Fall devotion books are  available at the church  

at the east entrance. 

Church office hours are back to regular hours -  

Monday to Thursday 

9 am - 4 pm 

Drop by, but masks are required in the church! 

 

NOVEMBER 1st IS ALL SAINTS DAY 

Please send into the office, the names of your loved 

ones that have passed away in the last year so that 

we can light a candle and honor them at the All Saints 

worship service.  Please have the names into Dianne 

by October 28. 
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… love God with all your mind 

From the Church of the Cross Library 

Learning to learn: Who should I trust? 

To develop your own critical thinking skills, learn about 
events without being influenced by a third party’s opinion. 
Stick as close as you can to the original source. 

Primary sources 

When people tell their own stories, we are as 
close as we can get to the events themselves. 
Of course every event has more than one sto-
ry; to understand an event in its fullness, one 
must hear many stories from many different 
people.  

What are primary sources? Autobiographies, 
original documents, interviews, and in-person 
first-hand encounters. (These might also in-
clude documentary films, but documentary 
films are subject to the subjectivity of the 
filmmakers and film sponsors, so they more 
commonly fall into the category of secondary 
sources.) 

Secondary sources 

First-hand accounts are not always available 
to us. Sometimes all we have are stories 
about other people’s stories. At best these are 
close and true interpretations of someone 
else’s experience, but they are subject to the 
intentions, opinions, and ideologies of the 
author and the author’s sponsors. In other 
words, what the author thinks influences the 
way the story is told. 

What are secondary sources? Biographies, 
news & opinion articles, non-fiction writing, 
and documentary movies. 

Tertiary sources 

Other sources exist for our learning about 
events. Usually, these are pieced together 
from original documents and stories and in-
terpretations of those documents and stories, 

in other words from primary and secondary 
sources. Tertiary sources often support a spe-
cific viewpoint or ideology, or simply list facts. 
For example, school textbooks teach history, 
but inclusion and exclusion from these 
sources are determined by school boards or 
other entities who determine the content for 
reasons determined by the government or 
community. 

What are tertiary sources? Films, history 
books, textbooks, historical novels, non-fiction 
writing, encyclopedias, Wikipedia. 

Some sources, like websites, blogs, social media and non-
fiction, fall into more than one category. How can I easily 
distinguish primary, secondary, and tertiary sources from 
one another?  

• Ask yourself, “Is the author telling their own sto-
ry?” If so, it’s a primary source. 

• If not, ask yourself, “Did the author get this infor-
mation directly from the person whose story it is? 
If so, it’s a secondary source. 

• If not, it’s a tertiary (third-hand) source. 
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… love God with all your mind 
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… love God with all your mind 
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… love God with all your mind 
 

October Bible Book Club: The Book of Genesis 
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… love God with all your mind 
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… love God with all your mind 
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… love God with all your mind 
 



 

October  2020 11 

… love God with all your soul 
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… love God with all your soul 
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… love God with all your soul 
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… love God with all your strength 
 

BROWN BAGGING FOR CALGARY’S KIDS 

We officially began using our amazing kitchen on September 8th for BB4CK with a kick off of 
126 lunches! The lunches we make are beyond just a sandwich.  It includes 2-3 servings of 
fruit or vegetables, 2 servings of whole grains, ½-1 serving of meats and alternatives and 1 
serving of milk and alternatives, plus a nutritional snack. Most often, this is the only meal 
the child will get in a day. Imagine that! 

Twice a week, we have 4 volunteers who make the lunches and another volunteer who 
makes the delivery to 4 schools so the students will have something to eat by noon. We are 
having a lot of fun visiting while we are cleaning and chopping fruit and veggies, cutting 
bread/buns and assembling the sandwiches. Occasionally we lose count but that is the haz-
ard of giggles and chatting.  If you want to come join us, please sign-up online using this link:  
https://signup.com/go/FBCEYXi  or email/call me. No experience necessary!!  

I am so grateful to a few men in our congregation who make a Costco trip to Okotoks to re-
ceive bakery donations. They keep an eye out for buns for us and deliver them to the 
church, which in turn get made into sandwiches the next day or are frozen.  

Since September 8th, we have made 734 lunches!! Imagine how many lunches our little 
kitchen will make by the end of June. God is so good! Thank you to those who have made 
snack or financial donations; every bit counts and we are working hard.  

Sasha Craven 

ms4craven@shaw.ca 

403-203-1473 

 

  

Check out their website to learn 

more about Brown Bagging for 

Calgary’s Kids! 

https://bb4ck.org/ 

BB4CK will be our October Cause of the Month 

so if you would like to donate through the 

church, please ‘ear-mark’ it October Cause of 

the Month and your donation will be forwarded 

to Brown Bagging for Calgary’s Kids. 

https://signup.com/go/FBCEYXi
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… love God with all your strength 
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… love God with all your strength 

 

This bulletin board appears 

at the east entrance direct-

ly across from the church 

office.  It is full of various 

groups that are active in 

the church.  If you are in-

terested in one of these 

groups, please don’t hesi-

tate to ask any of the cur-

rent members what hap-

pens in these ministries 

and how you can be part 

of. 

WOW!!!  Look at all the 

blankets and scarves that 

one of our members has knit 

at home!!! There are 53 

blankets and 9 scarves that 

will be taken to 2 local agen-

cies: 

1. Calgary Women’s Shelter  

2. The Brenda Strafford 

Centre 
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… love God with all your strength 

Overview: Taking Part in a City-Wide Conversation 

Calgary Lutheran Church of the Cross is proud to be one of over 30 organizations that belong to 

the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good.  

The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good is a non-partisan and non-profit organization of 

congregations, unions, schools and community groups representing more than 30,000 people. 

These organizations came together to form the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good in order 

to organize the power of our communities to shape a just and compassionate city. The Calgary 

Alliance is involved in campaigns addressing mental health and addictions, social isolation, truth and reconciliation, and the envi-

ronment. In response to COVID-19, it is fostering action related to community volunteering, awareness of support resources, and 

investing in mental health in schools. For more information about the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good, please visit their 

website at www.calgarycommongood.org 

What Kind of City Do We Want? 

As everyone is aware, we are all in the midst of a daunting struggle locally, nationally, and globally, with the impacts of COVID-19. 

This raises special challenges in relation to employment, resources, mental health and especially the unequal impacts of the pan-

demic. The homeless, the unemployed, and those who are isolated or struggling with mental health issues, all suffer more exten-

sively than others from the effects of the virus. 

At a time like this, having a local voice is more important than ever. Through the Calgary Alliance, each of us as congregants of the 

Church of the Cross has an opportunity to listen and learn – but even more importantly, to speak, and to make our voices heard. 

In this time of major budget challenges at all government levels, it is important to ask: what kind of Calgary do we want to live in? 

How can we co-create the Calgary we want to exist? This is the focus for the conversation the Calgary Alliance is inviting us to par-

ticipate in. 

October 29th, 2020:  Virtual Delegates Assembly 

There will be a virtual Delegates Assembly on October 29th, 2020. We are extending the invitation from the Calgary Alliance to 

take part in this conversation by encouraging as many of our congregation as possible to take part in this Assembly.  

Help to give Calgary Lutheran Church of the Cross a voice and a presence at the October 29th Delegates Assembly! 

If you are interested in participating, please contact Paddy Colfer at pcolfer@northwestel.net or phone me at (867) 334-4226,  or 
contact Pastor Phil at philholck@gmail.com or call him at (403) 255-4792.  
 
Paddy Colfer 

ELCOC Liaison with Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 

 

mailto:pcolfer@northwestel.net
mailto:philholck@gmail.com
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… love God with all your strength 

 

A Note from your Treasurer 

 On behalf of your Church Council, I wish to thank you 

for your ongoing financial support during this difficult 

time.  As of August 31, our year to date income covers 

our year to date expenses and we have a comfortable 

balance in our chequing account.  We did receive a 

wage subsidy from the federal government of $13,214 

for March and April;  however even without this subsi-

dy our income to date in 2020 was only some 2% less 

than 2019 year to date.  Our expenses to date are 

some 8% lower than 2019 largely as a result of reduc-

tions in ministry expenses,  Dianne’s furlough and re-

ductions in contract cleaning and landscaping services .  

If we continue with this level of stewardship we should 

end calendar year 2020 in a sound financial position. 

Yours in Christ 

Archie Wells 

Hospital Visitor Training  

Would you like to learn about becoming a Trained 

Visitor in a hospital or care facility setting?  Join in 

an initial Visitor Training Session, sponsored by Lu-

theran Hospital Ministries-Southern Alberta.  The 

class will be held on Saturday, October 17, from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. in the basement of St. Matthew Lu-

theran Church, 66-7th St. NE Calgary.  Bring a bag 

lunch.   Social distancing and  have a mask.  This 

will be Pastor Mark Lobitz’s final time at presenting 

the Visitor Training.  There is no charge.  Please 

contact Pastor Lobitz at 403-637-2650 or mclo-

bitz@gmail.com for more information.   

Thanks and blessings! 

Pastor Mark Lobitz 

mailto:mclobitz@gmail.com
mailto:mclobitz@gmail.com
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… love God with all your strength 

Check out the Camp Kuriakos Website for various on-line  

opportunities of study: 

Joy - October Bible Study - with Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen 

October 8 - 29 - 9 am on Thursdays 

Creation Care - November Bible Study - with Rev. Dave Saude 

November 5 - 26 - 9 am on Thursdays 

Register on-line at Camp Kuriakos 
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… love God with all your strength 

Run4Camp on November 1 

and support our Capital projects 

We've partnered with Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (LOM) to host a fun event in support of this fall's capi-
tal projects. 

• Rebuilding the Lakefront Retaining Wall (pictured above with the 2008 Summer Team)  

• Replacing the Walk-In Cooler in the main kitchen 

Participants donate at least $25 to Kuriakos, and commit to finding at least 5 other supporters (in any 
amount).  Then, on or before November 1, move yourself 5km in whatever way you choose! Run, walk, 
swim, dance, roll, paddle, trick-or-treat... just remember to send a selfie of you doing it.   
LOM is hosting a few information sessions when they will be happy to provide more details about the 
campaign.   
 
Registration is online through LOM. (https://lomnetwork.wufoo.com/forms/mi2zyf11iow6ol/) 
 
More information and updates will be available on the Kuriakos website. 

https://kuriakos.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1796630f60c678e48686ee7a1&id=024aa7ab7c&e=f5a26d1d13
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A Letter from Our Bishop 
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A Letter from Our Bishop 

 

Orange Shirt Day: Every Child Matters - September 30 

 

 

Orange Shirt Day is a time to remember the lives of Indigenous children who attended residential schools in 

Canada and to be proactive in promoting anti-racism and anti-bullying in schools and in the workplace. Please 

consider wearing orange on September 30th. For more information, please visit the following links: 

http://www.orangeshirtday.net/en/cad/content/phyllis-story.html 

https://dreamcatcherpromotions.com/promotional-product/every-child-matters-orange-shirt-day/ 

https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=9ec6a3f550&e=2bc9bfaf87
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=fff4300900&e=2bc9bfaf87

