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When Jesus Prays 
John 17:1-5 
 
 
I wanted to start with this image, it’s an image of some very old paper with scratchy markings 
on it. It’s hard to make out, but you can probably see that it is music of some sort.  
 
Now I haven’t had very much musical training, and so I look at this and I can see there are some 
complex notes going on, but honestly I can’t make much sense of it.  
 
Perhaps some of you are shouting at the television or computer screen right now – you know 
exactly what this is, even though it’s just a fragment… 
 
But for most of us, it leaves us shrugging our shoulders.  
 
It turns out if you had the whole score, and all the parts and all the instruments then I can 
almost guarantee you would recognise where this page comes from… 
 
(Beethoven’s 9th – Ode to Joy fades in) 
 
Of course this is Beethoven’s 9th Symphony, the 4th movement, also known as Ode to Joy.  
 
And what a recognizable piece of music, what a triumphant tone, what joy it expresses in 
music. 
 
Our Bible passage today could seem a little bit like the manuscript I showed you before. There 
are words on a page, and tricky words at that. But when put together they express one of the 
most triumphant, joyous, magnificent symphonies of the entire Bible, revealing the glorious 
splendour of Jesus. One commentator called this passage a “mountain peak of revelation in the 
gospels.”1 
 
And I just want to convey that to you before we open the passage in detail. Because it is dense. 
The themes are rich. And because I think it is one of the harder passages to just pick up and 
read. But it is a passage that will reward close study. Because I think this passage should play in 
our minds like Beethoven’s 9th – an ode to joy. 
 
So why don’t we pray that God would reveal that joy to us now as we open the Bible together. 
 
Heavenly Father, as we open this tricky passage, will you reveal to us the great truths which are 
contained in it. Will you fill our hearts with all joy in believing as we see the way that Jesus is 

 
1 Bruce Milne, The Message of John, p236. 
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revealed in all his fullness. Help us to hear and understand and glorify you because of it. And we 
pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
For the last 2 months we have been following these last words of Jesus on the night before he 
died, recorded for us in John 13-17. And all the way through, Jesus has been preparing his 
disciples for what would come the next day – his arrest, his trial and his crucifixion. 
 
And for 2 months we’ve slowed down time – we’ve sat in these chapters, living the minutes and 
hours as the clock ticks ever closer to the end of this story that we know so well. 
 
But time waits for no man, and our chapter begins with Jesus acknowledging that the hour had 
finally come… (v1) 
 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 

 
What do you want to be doing in your last moments, if you have your choice?  
 
Jesus spends his last moments with his disciples praying. This is the longest prayer of Jesus 
recorded in the Bible. And in this prayer, we get an insight into what matters to Jesus. The 
prayer concerns that he brings to his heavenly Father, and especially what matters to him most, 
in this hour that the whole gospel story has been leading up to… 
 
So how does Jesus pray now that the hour had come? I’ve got 3 big ideas from v1-5. It’s just a 
short passage, but like I said, it’s dense! So why don’t we get into it. 
 
Jesus prays to the Father 
 
First big idea: Jesus prays to the Father. 
 
It’s right there in v1, and again in v5: 
 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. (v1) 
 
And now, Father, glorify me in your presence (v5) 

 
Jesus doesn’t pray to a nameless, faceless, spiritual force. He doesn’t pray to a god who is 
unfamiliar to him. No, Jesus prays to God as his Father. And if you start to look back through the 
gospels, you see it dozens of times, Jesus referring to God as my Father, and our Father, and the 
Father. This might not come as a revelation to us, but to God’s people in Jesus’ time, this would 
have been a level of familiarity they weren’t used to. 
 
I think it would be like us going to meet the President, and shaking his hand and addressing him 
as Donald. You could barely imagine it, could you? Unless you were very old friends, and even 
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then you’d probably still be more likely to call him Mr President. It’s something about the 
position, and the office, that means we treat the President with a kind of reverence. 
 
And that would have been the same for God’s people back then – they spoke to God with a kind 
of formality.  
 
So can you imagine what it must have been like when they heard Jesus speaking about God as 
his Father, and speaking to God as Father. Either he was being irreverent, or there was a level of 
intimacy, a level of familiarity between Jesus and God that meant Jesus could speak to him as 
Son to Father. 
 
Now I don’t know what you think about Jesus, but this is a clear moment where Jesus identifies 
himself as the Son of God, twice in v1 if you want to check. We said before that this passage is a 
mountain peak of revelation. Well with two words, Jesus reveals his relationship to the God of 
the Bible: they are Father and Son, in the same way that my father and I are father and son, or I 
and my son are father and son. There is a relationship.  
 
And while our relationships with our fathers go back to our own infancy, for God and Jesus, that 
relationship goes back much further. Look at v5 again: 
 

And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 
world began. 

 
Jesus reminds us that he is no ordinary human son. His existence didn’t begin with his birth as 
the son of Mary. Instead Jesus reveals that his relationship with the Father goes all the way 
back to before the world began. 
 
We shouldn’t be surprised, if we have read John 1:1 – 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning.  

 
Again, I’m not sure who you think Jesus is. We were discussing that question in our Christianity 
Explored course this week. Ans as we discussed that question – who do people say Jesus is? – it 
became clear that many of our friends and family think Jesus was interesting, or a good 
teacher, or an amazing person. 
 
But here in John’s gospel, we see Jesus as so much more. The very Son of God, who was with 
God in the beginning, now living on earth as flesh and blood… It’s gotta make you think. Is there 
more to Jesus than you previously thought?  
 
And there is more to this Father and Son thing than just abstract theology. The payoff for 
Christians in this idea of God and Jesus as Father and Son, is that we also get adopted into the 
family of God when we align our lives with Jesus. 



 4 

 
Again that’s one of the big themes of John ch1 –  
 

12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God 

 
You see, it’s not just Jesus who can pray to the Father, but now through Jesus we can come to 
God as our Father. That’s why Jesus taught his disciples to pray – Our Father, who art in 
heaven…  Through Jesus, we become children of God, and we are brought into that intimacy 
and familiarity that Jesus shared with his heavenly Father.  
 
Do you know God as your Father? Do you have that relationship with him? If not, we’d love to 
help you pursue that here at Yountville Community Church, and I’ll talk more about how you 
can do that later in the service… 
 
So that’s the first big idea revealed in Jesus’ prayer – Jesus prays to God as his Father, and we 
can do the same through faith in Christ. 
 
Jesus prays that God may be glorified 
 
The second big idea is that Jesus prays for God’s glory.  
 
I want you to think about the things you normally pray for in your daily prayers. In my family we 
stop at the end of each evening before we go to bed, and we share something we’ve been 
thankful for during the day, and we pray about them. Often times we’re thankful for a nice walk 
in the afternoon, or getting good work done, or we’re thankful for the rain, or the sun. They’re 
good things to be thankful for. 
 
But very different from the first thing that Jesus prays for. Have a look again in v1. Jesus prays:  
 

Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 
 
All the way through the book of John, we’ve been anticipating the hour of Jesus’ glorification. 
You might remember that John chapters 1-12 are often called the Book of Signs, and then 13-21 
are the Book of Glory. And we we’re leading up to the very moment of Jesus’ glorification – that 
is, the full glory of God’s salvation plan being revealed as Jesus dies on the cross, as he is lifted 
up for the forgiveness of sins, and then again as he is lifted from the grave after 3 days to rise to 
new life… 
 
Jesus is at the very center of the story at this moment, and do you see where he points? Jesus 
points away from his own glory and he points to God! He ascribes all glory to his Father, rather 
than to himself… 
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We live in a world where it is so normal to trumpet our own achievements, to boast in our 
successes, to let everyone know where they should bestow praise… 
 
But Jesus, at the height of his success, in the moment of his own glorification, prays that even 
the thing that brings him glory, would instead bring glory to his Father. 
 
There’s a lesson for us to learn here, isn’t there? And Jesus taught us to remember that lesson 
every time we pray –  
 
 Our Father who art in heaven,  
 Hallowed be thy name… 
 
To hallow God’s name means to revere it and honor it. So at the heart of our prayer life is the 
idea that we would praise God and glorify him for who he is, and what he’s done. And I love 
that Jesus does that even on the most important day of his life, the day of his greatest triumph, 
the day of his greatest honour. In his own glory, he seeks that God would be glorified. 
 
Which leads into our third big idea – Jesus not only prays that God would be glorified, but 
particularly that God would be glorified through Jesus’ work on earth. 
 
Jesus prays that God would be glorified through him 
 
Remember we said that these 5 verses are a mountain peak of revelation. Well in v2 Jesus is 
revealed as the one who has authority to give eternal life: 
 

For you [God] granted him [Jesus] authority over all people that he might give eternal 
life to all those you have given him.  

 
Authority is an interesting concept. We’ve all been thrashing out the idea of authority when it 
comes to the stay-at-home orders and the reopening orders, and who has the authority to 
make certain decisions, and who doesn’t have authority.  
 
Authority is usually given, or delegated, by a higher authority. And here we see that even 
though Jesus has the authority to give eternal life, his authority has been given to him by the 
Father, and he is only authorised to give eternal life to those whom God has given him. 
 
Now rather than Jesus feeling that he is the subordinate, that God is withholding something 
from him, instead Jesus is pleased to do that work which God has set out for him to do. (v4) 
 

I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.  
 
For us, sometimes we might be frustrated by the work that God gives us to do. We imagine 
ourselves destined for a particular job, a particular ministry, a particular achievement in life. 
And it may come to you, but more often than not we don’t achieve everything in life that we 
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set out to achieve. Sometimes because we just physically can’t do it – there aren’t enough 
hours in the day, we don’t have a big enough reach in the world. That’s one of my frustrations, 
if I’m honest with you.  
 
But when you stop and think about it, Jesus was only given 3 years to do this work. He was 
limited geographically to the area of Palestine, and even then I’m sure he wasn’t able to visit 
every town, every street, every home with the news of salvation. And yet here he prays with 
confidence that he has done the work God gave him to do.  
 
What is the work that God has given you to do? And are you doing it faithfully? If so, then rest 
easy. If you think God has work for you that you haven’t been doing, well, that’s something for 
you to discuss with God J 
 
Now this passage is not really about us, so let’s draw our attention back to Jesus. Because the 
great and glorious work that God gave Jesus was to give the gift of eternal life… 
 
What do you think of, when you think of eternal life? 
 
I think a lot of people picture something like the Philadelphia Cream Cheese commercials with 
the angels – where you just float around on clouds forever and there’s not really much to do. 
Other people think of eternal life as the thing they most like to do in life – like playing golf every 
day, or surfing (which is a great disappointment for surfers when they read Revelation 21:1 and 
it says there is no longer any sea in the new heavens and the new earth!) 
 
But is that what eternal life is all about? Our own personal paradise? 
 
Well Jesus challenges our definition of eternal life there in v3: 
 

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent. 

 
Rather than being some boring existence in the clouds, Jesus says eternal life is about knowing 
God; and knowing Jesus, who God sent to make himself known. And that’s what we see when 
we look at the pictures of heaven in the book of Revelation. We see multitudes of believers 
around the throne of Jesus praising him and giving him glory, in eternal thankfulness for our 
salvation, and because there is nothing greater you could imagine if you knew God (e.g. Rev 
7:9-12). And then later in Revelation 22 we get a picture of heaven like the garden of Eden, like 
it used to be at the beginning of the Bible, with God among his people, but now recreated so 
that it can never again be ruined by sin. 
 
Those are the pictures the Bible gives us of eternal life. And they all revolve around knowing 
God, and knowing Jesus, and knowing the gift of true life that can only be found in them. 
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And although this verse is just one picture of eternal life, I think Jesus wants us to remember 
that we don’t have to wait for eternal life. That eternal life doesn’t start when we die. By 
knowing Jesus now, and by knowing God now, we can have life and life to the full even today 
(John 10:10). 
 
And I just want to reiterate an idea that we see there in v3. This eternal life is not something 
you can find apart from Jesus. Going back a few chapters, we heard Jesus say, I am the way, the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. Here again, eternal life is 
about knowing God and Jesus Christ who God sent. Because again, God has granted Jesus the 
authority to give eternal life. Eternal life can only be found in him, and him alone. 
 
So how do we wrap up these five verses? What is the theme that brings this symphony 
together?  
 
Well it has to be glory, doesn’t it? This glorious plan of God the Father and God the Son, a plan 
which took shape before the world began, this glorious plan to give eternal life to people like 
us, through the gift of Jesus’ sacrificial death on our behalf. And as the time of Jesus’ 
glorification comes near, he doesn’t dwell on the negative, he doesn’t mourn in the dust, 
instead he glorifies God for the chance to play his part in this rescue mission that will bring life 
to millions across the ages! 
 
What an ode to joy! What a symphony this prayer composes! 
 
Let’s pray… 
 

Our heavenly Father, we thank you for these words recorded for us, that let us into the 
prayer life of Jesus, words that give us an insight into the intimate relationship between 
you and Jesus as Father and Son. We praise you for your glorious plan to bring salvation 
to undeserving people like ourselves. We confess our sin, and we are sorry for it, and we 
give you thanks in Christ Jesus for the forgiveness of sins he purchased on the cross, with 
his blood. Father, may our lives be a symphony to you, as we praise you with our lips and 
glorify you with our actions. May we point not to ourselves, but to your glory alone. We 
pray this in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 


