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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
CMBC March 24, 2013                                                                      Matthew 13:1 – 52 

 

As Jesus was walking toward Jerusalem, hundreds, likely thousands of 
people were following. Jesus had performed miracles all along his trip from 
Galilee to Jerusalem. As they neared Jerusalem, Jesus rode on the colt of a 
donkey, and the crowds shouted “Hosanna! Blessed is the King that cometh 
in the Name of the Lord.” People thought that now, finally the Kingdom of God 
would establish here in Jerusalem. 
 
Even today, it is easy for us to misunderstand what the Kingdom of Heaven 
truly is. Everything going well, without any struggles. 
 
When Jesus came out of the wilderness, after having been tempted by Satan 
for 40 days, we read: 
Matthew 4:17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near.”  
 
Now here in chapter 13 Jesus specifically teaches about the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and he speaks of it in parables.  
The disciples ask him why he is speaking in parables. 
 
Here is Jesus’ answer: 
Matthew 13:11 ff 
[11]  He (Jesus) replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven has been given to you, but not to them. [12]  Whoever has will be 
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even 
what he has will be taken from him. [13]  This is why I speak to them in 
parables:  
The Jesus quotes from Isa. 6:9,10 
“Though seeing, they do not see;  
though hearing, they do not hear or understand.  
[14]  In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  
“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;  
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  
[15]  For this people's heart has become calloused;  
they hardly hear with their ears,  
and they have closed their eyes.  
Otherwise they might see with their eyes,  
hear with their ears,  
understand with their hearts  
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and turn, and I would heal them.’  
Then Jesus goes on to say: 
[16]  But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because 
they hear. [17]  For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men 
longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but 
did not hear it.  
 
1. THE HEART THAT HEARS THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM  

a. Trust and faith in the King 

i. Jesus is not saying that God has deliberately confused some 

people so that they will not hear. 

1. Remember, Jesus has just dealt with the Pharisees who in the 
face of the obvious evidence of Jesus miracles, have said that 
Jesus does this by the power of the Devil. [15]  For this 
people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with 
their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they 
might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with 
their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ * 

2. The Pharisees have rejected the voice of God, hardened their 

hearts. They don’t want to hear. 

3. These are those who have blasphemed the Holy Spirit. 

 

ii. The heart that hears is a heart that has trust and faith in the King  

1. Trusts that the King will bring about His Kingdom 

2. Trusts that the King know what He is doing 

3. Is listening for the King’s voice 

4. And will be taught. 

 

b. The great gift of understanding 

i. For those that hear (for you and me) our understanding is a gift 

from God. 

ii. “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been 

given to you, 

iii. Rather than God blocking some people, the reality is that none of 

us could understand, except that understanding is a gift given by 

God, to those who will listen. 

iv. It is the promise that the Holy Spirit will teach us, and a willing to 

hear. 
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v. Notice that Jesus says: [12]  Whoever has will be given more, and 

he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he 

has will be taken from him. 

 

NLT [12]  To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding 

will be given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge. But 

for those who are not listening, even what little understanding they 

have will be taken away from them.  

 

vi. You hear because of God’s gift to you. 

 

2. RESPONSDING TO THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM 

 The first parable Jesus tells shows the reality of these truths, by 

helping us understand the various responses we might have to the 

teaching of the Kingdom. 

 (A side note here to see how this parable ties in to Jesus teaching 

about hearing.    Notice that Jesus first tells the parable of the sower 

and the seed, then teaches the disciples about hearing, and then 

explains the parable.) 

 

a. Distractions that bring despair 

Here are the responses that distract us from hearing and that lead to 
despair. This is Jesus’ explaination: 
i.  [19]  When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.  
This person doesn’t listen, doesn’t want to listen. They don’t think 
through what they have heard. It is like the Pharisees and their 
response to Jesus casting out demons. They don’t want to have 
their minds changed. 
 

ii. [20]  The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is 
the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. [21]  
But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble 
or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.  
This person has no hunger to go deeper into the Word, to study it, 
to be listening to what more the Holy Spirit has to say. 
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iii. [22]  The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is 
the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.  
This person hears but let the concerns of life interpret the Word for 
them.  
This person wants to interpret what they hear to suit what they 
want, and won’t listen to the teaching of the Word. 
 

These are the responses of those that are distracted in their hearing. 
 

b. Bountiful outpouring of blessing 

Here is the result when we hear and response to the teaching. 
i. [23]  But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the 

man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, 
yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”  

ii. “Hear the word and understands it” – How does one understand. 

1. It is a gift from God 

2. The heart is open to hear and willing to trust God and willing to 

follow what the Word says. 

 

Then Jesus went on to tell us more about the kingdom 

 

3. THE CHALLENGES AGAINST THE KINGDOM  

 What we want to hear now is all of the wonderful things about the 

kingdom. 

 But Jesus tells us as well the challenges to the kingdom. 

 

a. The Kingdom challenged by the world 

The parable of the wheat and tares 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his 
field. [25]  But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. [26]  When the 
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  
[27]  “The owner's servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn't you sow 
good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’  
[28]  “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.  
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’  
[29]  “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, 
you may root up the wheat with them. [30]  Let both grow together 
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until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the 
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat 
and bring it into my barn.’”  
 
i. Here is Jesus’ explanation. It is a private conversation with His 

disciples. 
[36]  Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples 
came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the 
field.”  
[37]  He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of 
Man. [38]  The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the 
sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, [39]  and 
the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the 
age, and the harvesters are angels.  
[40]  “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at 
the end of the age. [41]  The Son of Man will send out his angels, and 
they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all 
who do evil. [42]  They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. [43]  Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, 
let him hear.  

ii. The kingdom of heaven is now, today. 
1. Not everything will go well 
2. Sin and deceit will be in the world 
3. Satan plants sin in the world 
4. His hope is to choke out the people of the Kingdom. 

iii. This is part of the reality of the Kingdom of Heaven 
iv. God says, “Let them grow together.” 

v. Not told here, but we have a mission to be the blessing in the 

world, and to be agents of light and truth.  

vi. We handle them with care. 

 

b. The parable of the leaven 

[33]  He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it 
worked all through the dough.”  
i. Leaven is always seen in Scripture as a symbol of evil 
ii. Evil enters into the church 

1. The Pharisees were an example of that 
2. We see examples of this throughout the history of the church 
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3. Don’t give up on the church 
a. Find repentance and renewal 
b. Pray for revival 

4. But this is God’s Church 
 

c. The challenge of false values 
The parable of the mustard seed tree 
[31]  He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. [32]  Though 
it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of 
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and perch in its branches.”  
i. A mustard seed tree is impressive, but not very reliable 

1. It doesn’t last long 
2. It is more fragile than a true tree 

ii. A church can be very impressive 
1. But the values can be on something else than God’s Word 

a. Tradition 
b. Big numbers 
c. Arrogance that we are better than others 

2. Not just the “others” but look at us. 
iii. Don’t give up on the weak tree 

1. This is God’s kingdom 
2. Pray for revival 
3. Pray for God’s vision for the church 

 
 

4. THE HIGH VIEW OF THE KINGDOM  

These next two parables tell us why not to give up on the church and 

the Kingdom of God. 

a. The treasure of immense value 

The parable of the hidden treasure 
[44]  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a 
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he 
had and bought that field.  
i. The earth is the world, but here is a great treasure 

ii. See the great value of the kingdom 

iii. God has great joy and invites us to share in that joy 

 

b. The treasure worthy of the cost 
The parable of the pearl 
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[45]  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls. [46]  When he found one of great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and bought it.  
i. This is the story of Jesus, God the Son, giving everything  

1. He sees the great value of the kingdom. 
2. It is worth everything 
3. Think of it. 

ii. This is the story for us 
1. The priceless value of what God offers to give us 
2. It is worth everything 

 
 
 [51]  “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.  
“Yes,” they replied.  
 
I think Jesus smiled at their response. 
At the same time, they did understand in a new way what the Kingdom of 
Heaven is all about. 
 
God has given you a great gift  

 The gift of hearing, truly listening, and understanding His Word. 
 

 And He has given you the Church, the Kingdom of God now on this 
earth. It is precious to Him and He is instructing us on how to value it 
as He does. 
 

 We are to be God’s gift to the world to help them see and 
understand the Kingdom of God. “You are the light of the world.” 

 


