
Sticks and Stones
Nehemiah 2:11-4:23





Last week - Nehemiah 1:1-2:10

Nehemiah in Babylon 

News from Jerusalem 

Crisis, Burden, Risk



What’s the big deal?

Vulnerable people 

Disgraced - people, 
city, God (?)



The Plan and Its Results

Rally the leaders 

Share the vision 

Shouldn’t this be easy?



Rising Action
- Sanballat and lackeys show up 

- Insults—> Threats —> Immanent Danger!!!
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Responding to Enemies

“Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome” 4:14 

Have godly purpose: “what my God had put in my heart to 
do for Jerusalem” 2:10 

Work in spite of opposition 

Make enemies for the right reasons!
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Responding to Enemies

Non-retaliation - defence only 

Persevere TOGETHER 

Pray AND Make Wise decisions:  
“Our God will fight for us—here’s your sword” (4:20-21)



One more response…

“Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their taunt back on 

their own heads, and give them over as plunder in a land of captivity.  

Do not cover their guilt, and do not let their sin be blotted out from 

your sight; for they have hurled insults in the face of the builders.” 

- Nehemiah 4:4-5 (NRSV) 



Imprecatory Prayers

Cringe, but… 

On YHWH’s side 

Cry for justice 

Legitimate expression of pain & anger 

e.g., Psalms 35, 58, 69, 109, 137



On the other hand…
“love your enemies”  

“pray for your enemies”  

“turn the other cheek” 

“Bless those who persecute you. 
Bless and do not curse” 

“Our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood…”



http://www.geeksandcleats.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/enemies-
geeksandcleats.png 

http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Books/Pix/pictures/2008/09/17/Booksbig.jpg 

http://b-i.forbesimg.com/katiebell/files/2013/04/winesnob-7879371.jpeg 

http://yatin.chawathe.com/photos/2002-07-Turkey/mediterranean/images/Perge-
entrance.jpg 

https://cmsinsider.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/easy-button.png 

https://nerdychickswrite.files.wordpress.com/2015/07/rising-action-2.jpg 

http://thumb10.shutterstock.com/photos/thumb_large/671422/112935676.jpg 

http://www.cowtownceramics.com/images/Cross-&-Dove-No-2-Glazed-Blue.jpg

http://www.geeksandcleats.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/enemies-geeksandcleats.png
http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Books/Pix/pictures/2008/09/17/Booksbig.jpg
http://b-i.forbesimg.com/katiebell/files/2013/04/winesnob-7879371.jpeg
http://yatin.chawathe.com/photos/2002-07-Turkey/mediterranean/images/Perge-entrance.jpg
https://cmsinsider.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/easy-button.png
https://nerdychickswrite.files.wordpress.com/2015/07/rising-action-2.jpg
http://thumb10.shutterstock.com/photos/thumb_large/671422/112935676.jpg
http://www.cowtownceramics.com/images/Cross-&-Dove-No-2-Glazed-Blue.jpg

