"Two Are Better Than One”
Ecclesiastes 4:4-16


  Overview               
	“You wanna go where everybody knows your name.”  That is perhaps the most 	memorable line from the theme song from “Cheers”, a TV sitcom that ran for 11 	seasons and became one of the best-loved shows on TV.[image: Plan_de_travail_1_copie_21_copy_2-256.png]


The show revolved around the lives of several patrons of a local bar who shared the events of their lives.  The show’s popularity tapped into the desire we all have to know and to be known (as the theme song suggests).  

Relationship is at the heart of who we are as human beings.  Nurturing quality relationships, though, is not that easy.  Thankfully, the writer of Ecclesiastes tackles the subject and has some welcome teaching that can help us. 


  Getting Started	 Who Do You Know?
				[image: 10-256.png]

1.  Did you have a “best friend” when you were growing up?  How about when 	you got older?  Why did they hold that special place in your life?  

2.  If you could be friends with a famous person (living or dead) who would it be 	and why? 

3.  What quality (or qualities) would be your “must-haves” for someone who 	wants to be a close friend of yours?


  The Text
			4 And I saw that all toil and all achievement spring from one 					person’s envy of another. This too is meaningless, a chasing after 					the wind. [image: open-book-nae-02.png]

5 Fools fold their hands 
and ruin themselves. 
6 Better one handful with tranquility 
than two handfuls with toil 
and chasing after the wind. 
7 Again I saw something meaningless under the sun:
8 There was a man all alone; 
he had neither son nor brother. 
There was no end to his toil, 
yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. 
“For whom am I toiling,” he asked, 
“and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?” 
This too is meaningless— 
a miserable business! 
9 Two are better than one, 
because they have a good return for their labor: 
10 If either of them falls down, 
one can help the other up. 
But pity anyone who falls 
and has no one to help them up. 
11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. 
But how can one keep warm alone? 
12 Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves. 
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 

13 Better a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer knows how to heed a warning. 14 The youth may have come from prison to the kingship, or he may have been born in poverty within his kingdom. 15 I saw that all who lived and walked under the sun followed the youth, the king’s successor. 16 There was no end to all the people who were before them. But those who came later were not pleased with the successor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
        									           Ecclesiastes 4:4-16 (NIV)
	

 The Video (optional)     “Two Are Better Than One” – Eccl. 4:4-16 - by Dennis Bunio, May 24/20      						(view at www.immanuelonline.ca)
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  Understanding
		1.  According to the writer, what is our motivation for work when God 				is not a part of our belief system (vs. 4)?  Do you think he is right?[image: 0015_Light-Bulb.png]


		2.  How might the behaviors and attitudes described in vs. 4-5 hinder our 				relationship-building (check Prov. 6:10-11, 34; 14:30)?  What is the 				writer’s solution to these hindrances (vs. 6)?

				3.  What is the lonely man missing in vs. 7-8?  How does this deficit 						impact his purpose in life?  						

				4.  Why does the writer consider the old king to be “foolish” (vs. 13)?  						What does the wise youth overcome and what does he achieve 
					(vs. 14-15)?   What helps him be successful?

				5.  What does the experience of the youth teach us about the quality of 						relationships formed because of fame or power (vs. 15-16)? 

				6.  List the activities or characteristics of deep, quality relationships that 						the writer identifies in vs. 9-12.
		

  Applying
	1.  What is your view of the impact of digital technology on our relationships?  			Has it helped us or hurt us?[image: Browser_J-128.png]


	2.  How full is your “relational tank” these days?  Do you find yourself longing for 			more, deeper relationships or do you feel you have more than enough 			right now?

			3.  Where are you on the scale of work activity (with 1 being completely lazy and 					10 being a workaholic)?  Do you need to move the needle more to the 					balanced middle of this scale to make room for relationships?  How will 					you do that?

			4.  To what extent does “family” inform or direct your purpose in life (cf. Psalm 					39:6)?  Do you have deep relationships with some family members?  With 					whom would you like to see your family relationships deepen?	 

			5.  Verses 13-16 contain an example of relationships built on the shaky 						foundation of power or fame.  Where have you seen examples of this?  					Have you ever participated in such relationships in some way?

			6.  Of the characteristics of quality relationships listed in verses 9-12, is there one 				which is most important to you (or that you would look for first)?  Which 					one are you most in need of right now?

			7.  What step will you take to build more quality relationships into your life this 					week?  What will you do to offer deeper relationship to someone else? 
 


Memory Verse(s)
		9 Two are better than one, [image: usbflashdatastorage-128.png]

			because they have a good return for their labor: 
		10 If either of them falls down, 
			one can help the other up. 
		But pity anyone who falls 
				and has no one to help them up. 
										 Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  (NIV) 






Extra Resources
[image: 1489798288.png]

· “Two Are Better Than One” – Eccl. 4:4-16 – by Pastor Dennis Bunio (“Immanuel Church” website, May 24, 2020).  Pastor Dennis reviews the helpful teaching Ecclesiastes contains on the significance and nature of deep relationships.
· "The DNA of Relationships” by Gary Smalley (Tyndale House Publishers, 2007).  In this book Dr. Smalley outlines 5 key steps we can take to revolutionize and strengthen the key relationships in our lives.  
· “You Can Improve Your Relationship With God” by Tim Chester (from www.desiringgod.org, article on Sept. 18, 2018).  Pastor Chester borrows from the great Puritan John Owen to suggest some ways we can pursue a deeper and more satisfying relationship with God.
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