
"Meet Your Neighbor – The Widow and the Orphan" 
James 1:27 

 
 
 
  Overview               “Religion” is often taken to be a bad word these days.  Even believers will use it  

       to refer to all those man-made regulations and systems of rules that     
       hopelessly try to make us worthy of God’s blessing and favor. 
 
       So it may be a bit surprising to see James using that same word to describe the   
       ideal that followers of Christ are to aim for.  Clearly James has something else  
       in mind when he speaks of “pure religion”.  

   
 In addition to that, James defines this “religion” in terms of certain things we “do”    
 rather than things we “believe”.  How are we to understand this teaching (and  
 what are the implications for our relationship with our neighbor)?  

 
 
  Getting Started  Pure Religion 

 
1.   This lesson centers around the definition of a key word -  “religion”.  Have  
 each person take a stab at the meaning of these words (you can look up 
 their meaning on Google)... 

     - Bumfuzzle.  
     - Cattywampus.   

       - Gardyloo. 
       - Taradiddle. 
       - Snickersnee. 
  
   2.    Consider all the churches you have been a part of and share what aspects of 
    those churches you have valued the most (i.e. how did those churches  
    approach the ideal)?         

 
3.   How would you describe the ideal follower of Christ?  Who have you known 
 that has come closest to that standard?  
 

 
 
  The Text 

19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not 
produce the righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth 
and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which  

          can save you.  
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who 

listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, 
after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks 
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, 
but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.  

 

 



26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive 
themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless 
is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 
world. 

                    James 1:19-27 (NIV) 
 
 The Video (optional)     “Meet Your Neighbor – The Widow and the Orphan” – James 1:27 - by Kyle  
     Corbin, Sept. 20/20   (view at www.immanuelonline.ca) 
 
    
   NOTES:________________________________________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________________ 
 
    
 
 Understanding 

 1.  As James enters into this section of Scripture (vs. 19-27), how has he set the  
  context for his teaching?  What (in the previous verses) are the things  
  James calls us to be doing (see vs. 2-18)?  
 
 2.  What are we to do with the Word of God (according to vs. 19-25)?  What are  
  the things we are encouraged to do?  What are we instructed to reject or  

    avoid?  What is the result of our choice to receive or reject the Word?  
 
   3.  What is the illustration James uses to contrast someone who just hears the  
    Word of God with someone who is a doer of the Word (vs. 22-25)?  Why  
    does he use this particular analogy (i.e. what point is he trying to make)?   
 
   4.  James shifts to a description of a few specific things a follower of Christ  
    should do in verses 26-27.  What are the things he mentions? 
 
   5.  Is James saying here that being a Christian essentially involves just practicing 
    what is described in vs. 26-27?  Is that all we have to do?  If that is not  
    what he is saying, how should we understand James’ instruction in these  
    verses? 
 
   6.  What is the danger inherent in not practicing what is listed in vs. 22-27?  What 
    is James afraid may be true for those who fail to live out these   
    instructions? 
 
 
 
 

 

 



          
   Applying 

 
 1.  Why do you think James believes control of the tongue is of such importance?  
  What does the tongue reveal about ourselves (see also James 3:1-12,  
  4:11-17; Matt. 12:33-37, Prov. 10:18-21)? 
 
 2.  What might we do to avoid the “forgetting” that is mentioned in verses 22-25? 

   
   3.  What is it about the care of widows and orphans that is so critical in assessing 
    the genuineness of our faith (see also Ps. 68:5-6, Deut. 10:17-19)?  Why  
    do you think James did not list other things (like loving our family, or  
    knowing the Word, or faithfully attending church services)?   
  
   4.  How does this teaching relate to what we learned last week about the parable  
    of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10)?  In what ways does this teaching  
    reinforce that parable?  In what ways is it different?  
 
   5.  Do you know any widows or orphans that are in need of care?  What different  
    types of people might fall into the traditional category of “widows and  
    orphans” (eg. spiritual orphans)?   
 
   6.  How might you put this instruction into practice (NB: Include things you could  
    do even if you do not know any widows or orphans personally)? 
 
   7.  Do we all have to personally be involved in the care of widows and orphans?   
    Is it enough to simply attend a church that looks after widows and orphans 
    in some way?   

 
8.  Does this passage comfort, convict or challenge you?  Why? 

 
 
Memory Verse(s) 

   27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
   to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
   from being polluted by the world.  
  
                          James 1:27 (NIV) 
  

 
Extra Resources 

 
v “Meet Your Neighbor – The Widow and the Orphan – James 1:27” – by 

Pastor Kyle Corbin (“Immanuel Church” website, Sept. 20, 2020).  Pastor 
Kyle reviews some of the practical teaching of James and how it relates to 
our interactions with our neighbor.  

v "James” – by the Navigators (NavPress, 2018).  Each of the studies in the 
“LifeChange” series of workbooks provides an excellent resource for 
digging into the meaning of God’s Word.   

v “Visiting Orphans in a World of AIDS and Abortion” – by John Piper 
(“Desiring God” website, sermon on Jan. 24, 1999).  Piper considers the 
implications of James’ teaching on two of today’s greatest social issues.  

 

 

 

 


