
"Who Is My Neighbor" 
Luke 10:25-37 

 
 
 
  Overview               “Who is my neighbor?”  That is a question that has been asked down through the    

      centuries, ever since a lawyer tried to test Jesus on His teaching regarding  
      eternal life.  
 
      That question continues to resonate in our modern-day world.  In this era of  
      public, highly-charged discussions about social justice and income inequality, the       
      question of who we are to love as ourselves seems more relevant than ever.   

 
Jesus’ response included one of the most well-known parables – that of the 
Good Samaritan.  The focus of Jesus’ teaching seems to be that we should help 
those in need in whatever way we are able....or is that really the focus?  

 
 
  Getting Started  The Way of the Good Samaritan 

 
1.   In our culture we hear many appeals for donations to help the less fortunate.  
 What is your reaction when you hear these appeals?  Why do you think 
 you react the way you do?  
 
2.    Has anyone ever helped you or shown you a kindness in some way?  What 
 were the circumstances and how did that event impact you?   
 
3.  If you could be known for one primary way in which you help others, what  
 would that way be? 

 
 
  The Text 

 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.   
   “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  
 27 He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all     

 your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked 

 by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by 
 on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
 other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, 
 he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 
 he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day 
 he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I 
 return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”  
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  
 Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”      Luke 10:25-37 (NIV) 

 

 

 



 
 The Video (optional)     “Who Is My Neighbor” – Luke 10:25-37 - by Kyle Corbin, Sept. 13/20 
     (view at www.immanuelonline.ca) 
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 Understanding 

 1.  What is the question that prompts Jesus’ teaching regarding the Good   
  Samaritan (vs. 25)?  What is the questioner’s motive in engaging Jesus in  
  this manner (vs. 25)?   
 
 2.  Jesus responds with a counter-question.  Why do you suppose He responded 
  in this way (see also Matt. 5:17)?  

 
   3.  How does the lawyer respond to Jesus’ question (and does he do so   
    correctly (vs. 27-28, see also Deut. 6:5 and Lev. 19:18))?  What reaction  
    does this prompt in the lawyer (i.e. why does he respond with a further  
    question on justification)?  (vs. 29)  
 
   4.  In the parable, Jesus describes the reactions of three passers-by to the plight  
    of a half-dead man assaulted by robbers (vs. 30-33).  Who are the three  
    passers-by and what are their reactions?  Who is the hero of this story  
    (and why did Jesus select him to be the good guy despite the fact that the  
    Jews hated the Samaritans as people who disobeyed God (John 8:48))? 
 
   5.  What are the various ways in which the Good Samaritan provides assistance  
    to the victim (vs. 34-35)?  What are the different needs that he tries to  
    meet? 
 
   6.  What is Jesus’ final instruction to the lawyer (vs. 37)?  What does Luke record 
    about the lawyer’s subsequent response (and why do you think he ends   
    the account in this way)? 
 
 
 
  Applying 

  
 1.  What kind of love is required of us (according to vs. 27)?  How would you  
  describe this love?  What relationship does this love have to eternal  
  life (vs. 25)...and to faith (John 7:37)?   
 
 

 

 

 



   2.  How capable are we of achieving and maintaining this kind of love (Rom.  
    7:14)?  The lawyer tries to respond to the demands of this love with self-j 
    justification.   How should we respond to the demands of love  
    (Rom. 8:1-3)?  In what different ways do people (or churches) today  
    respond in the same manner as the lawyer (or the priest or the Levite)?    
  
   3.  Who do we typically think of as our “neighbor”?  How does Jesus define our  
    “neighbor”?  Is one definition easier to live with than the other?  Why?  
 
   4.  What does the extravagance of the Samaritan’s efforts suggest to you about  
    the way we are to treat others?  How might we imitate this in our lives? 
 
   5.  Are there any people in need around us for which we should not meet their  
    need?  Are there ever any exceptions to following the example of the  
    Good Samaritan?  

 
6.  From time to time, God brings different people into our lives to be our 
 “neighbors”.  Who is your “neighbor” right now according to this parable?  
 What will your response be to that person (i.e. how will you now “go and 
 do likewise”)?  [If you have not done so yet, try to fill in your “BlockMap”.] 
 
7.  What do you think is the central message of Christ’s teaching in this parable?  
 Does Jesus instruction in verse 37 primarily respond to the question 
 posed in vs. 25, vs. 29, or both?  What implications, if any, does your 
 answer have for the way we respond to need around us (or to our need)? 
 
8.  Does this passage comfort, convict or challenge you?  Why? 

 
 
Memory Verse(s) 

   36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who 
   fell into the hands of robbers?”  

   37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  
   Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”   
  
                    Luke 10:36-37 (NIV) 

  
 
 
Extra Resources 

 
v “Who Is My Neighbor – Luke 10:25-37” – by Pastor Kyle Corbin 

(“Immanuel Church” website, Sept. 13, 2020).  In this sermon Pastor Kyle 
explains (and adds to) the traditional understanding of the parable of the 
Good Samaritan.  

v "The Most Misunderstood Parable” – by John MacArthur (“Grace to You” 
website (www.gty.org), sermon from Oct. 19, 2014).  MacArthur outlines 
the various interpretations of the Good Samaritan parable.  

v “Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes” – by Kenneth E. Bailey (IVP 
Academic, 2008).  Read this book to gain often-missed insight on the life 
of Jesus from a Middle Eastern perspective. 

 

 

 


